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JOURNAL 

OF  THE 

LIFE,  GOSPEL  LABOURS, 

AND 

CHRISTIAN  EXPERIENCES 

OP  THAT 

FAITHFUL  MINISTER 

O  F 

JESUS  CHRIST, 

<  *  ‘  *  a  / 

JOHN  WOOLMAN, 

Lats  of  MOUNT-HOLLY,  in  the  Province  of  N  E  W» 
JERSEY,  NORTH-AMERICA,  ( 


To  which  are  added. 


His  WORKS,  containing  his  laft  Epiftle  and 

other  Writings. 


Ifaiah  xxxii.  1 7. 


7 hi  -work  of  right eoufnefs /hall  be  peace  ;  and  the  effed  of  rights- 
oufnefs,  quietnefs  and  ajfurance  for  ever. 


DUBLIN: 

PR1NTM9  MT  R •  JACKSON \  NO,  ao  MEATH-STRKKT} 

-  - ——HI 

I794- 


O  F 


friends  in  Yorkshire,, 

At  their  Quarterly-meeting  held  at  Tork  the  24//,  and  2  eth  of  the 

third  month,  1773,  concerning 

JOHN  WOOL  M  A  N, 


0/  Mount  Holly,  m  the  province  of  New-Terfey  in 
America,  who  departed  this  life  at  the  houfe  of  mr 
friend  Thomas  Prieftman,  in  the  fuburbs  of  this 
city,  jhe  ytk  of  the  doth  month. ,  1774,  and  was 
interred  in  the  burial-ground  of  friends  the  gth  of  the 
aged  about  fifty -two  years . 


;  '  H  I  S  our  valuable  Friend,  having  been  under 

a  religious  engagement  for  fome  time,  to  vi- 
‘t  inends  in  this  nation,  and  more  efpeciaily  us  in 
tie  northern  parts,  undertook  the  fame  in  full  con¬ 
currence  and  near  fympathy  with  his  friends  and 
brethren  at  heme  ;  as  appeared  by  certificates 
trom  the  monthly  and  quarterly-meetings  to  which 
ne  belonged,  and  from  the  fpring-meeting  of  mini- 

A  2  fters 


/ 


'•WV 


(  iv  ) 


fters  and  ciders,  held  at  Philadelphia ,  for  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  and  New-Jerfey. 


He  arrived  in  the  city  of  London  the  beginning 
of  the  lafl  yearly  meeting,  and  after  attending 
that  meeting,  travelled  northward,  vifiting  the 
quarterly-meetings  of  Hertford/hire ,  Buckingham - 
/hire,  Northamptonshire ,  Oxfordfhire ,  and  Worcef- 
ierjhire ,  and  divers  particular  meetings  in  his 
way. 


He  vifited  many  meetings- on  the  Weft  fide  of 
this  county,  alfo  fome  in  Lancajhire  and  Weftmore- 
land ,  from  whence  he  came  to  our  quarterly-meet¬ 
ing  in  the  laft  ninth  month,  and,  tho’  much  out  of 
health,  yet  was  enabled  to  attend  all  the  fittings  of 
that  meeting  except  the  laft. 


His  diforder  then,  which  proved  the  fmall-pox, 
increafed  fpeedily  upon. him,  and  was  very  afflict¬ 
ing  ;  under  which  he  was  fupported  in  much  meek- 
nefs,  patience  and  chriftian  fortitude:  To  thofe 
who  attended  him  in  his  illnefs,  his  mind  appeared 
to  be  centered  in  divine  love ;  under  the  precious 
influence  whereof  we  believe  he  finifhed  his 
courfe,  and  entered  into  the  manfions  of  everlaft- 
ing  reft. 


In  the  early  part  of  his  illnefs  he  requefted  a 
friend  to  write,  and  he  broke  forth  thus^ 


€t  O  Lord  my  God!  the  amazing  horrors  of 
darknefs  were  gathered  around  me  and  covered  me 

all 


(  V  ) 

all  over,  and  I  law  no  way  to  go  forth;  I  felt  the 
mifery  of  my  fellow  creatures  feparated  from  the 
divine  harmony,  and  it  was  heavier  than  I  could 
bear,  and  I  was  crufhed  down  under  it;  I  lifted  up 
my  hand,  and  ftretched  out  my  arm,  but  there 
was  none  to  help  me  ;  I  looked  round  about,  and 
was  amazed  :  In  the  depth  of  mifery,  O  Lord  ! 
I  remembered  that  thou  art  omnipotent,  that  I 
had  called  thee  father,  and  I  felt  that  I  loved  thee, 
and  I  was  made  quiet  in  thy  will,  and  I  waited 
or  deliverance  from  thee;  thou  hadft  pity  upon 
me,  when  no  man  could  help  me  ;  I  faw  that 
meeknefs  under  fullering  was  (hewed  to  us  in  the 
moll  affefting  example  of  thy  Son,  and  thou  was 
teaching  me  to  follow  him  ;  and  I  faid,  thy  Will 
O  Father  be  done/’  € 

Many  more  of  his  weighty  expreflions  might 
have  been  inferted  here  ;  but  it  was  deemed  un«* 
necelfary,  they  being  already  publifhed  in  print. 

He  was  a  man  end  vied  with  a  large  natural  ca¬ 
pacity ;  and,  being  obedient  to  the  manifeftations 
of  Divine  Grace,  having  in  patience  and  humility 
endured  many  deep  baptifms,  he  became  there¬ 
by  fandtified  and  fitted  for  the  Lord’s  work,  and 
was  truly  ferviceable  in  his  Church  :  Dwelling  in 
awful  fear  and  w&tchfulnefs,  he  was  careful  in  his 
public  appearances  to  feel  the  putting  fqjrth  of  the 
Divine  Hand  ;  fo  that  the  fpring  of  the  gofpel 
minidry  often  flowed  throJ  him  with  great  fweet- 
nefs  and  purity,  as  a  refrefhing  dream  to  the 
weary  travellers  towards  the  city  of  God  :  Skil- 

\  fu| 


(  vi  ) 

ful  in  dividing  the  word,  he  was  furnifhed  by  Him 
m  whom  aie  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge,  to  communicate  freely  to  the  feveral 
ftates  of  the  people  where  his  lot  was  caft.  His 
conduct  at  other  times  was  feafoned  with  like 
watchful  circumfpedion  and  attention  to  the  gui¬ 
dance  of  Divine  wifdom,  which  rendered  his  whole 
converlation  uniformly  edifying. 

He  was  fully  perfuaded  that,  as  the  life  of  Chrift 
comes  to  reign  in  the  earth,  all  abufe  and  unne- 
ceflary  oppreifion,  both  of  the  human  and  brute- 
creation,  will  come  to  an  end  ;  but  under  the  fenfe 
of  a  deep  revolt,  and  an  overflowing  flream  of 
unrighteouinefs,  his  life  has  been  often  a  life  of 
mourning. 

0 

y  ■  *  t  y*/-  ■. 

^  j, 

He  was  deeply  concerned  on  account  of  that  in¬ 
human  and  iniquitous  practice  of  making  (laves  of 
the  people  of  Africa ,  or  holding  them  in  that  (late  ; 
and,  on  that  account,  we  underftand  he  hath  not 
only  wrote  fome  books,  but  travelled  much  on 
the  continent  of  America ,  in  order  to  make  the 
Negro-mafters  (efpecially  thofe  in  profeflion  with 
us)  feniible  of  the  evil  of  fuch  a  practice  ;  and, 
tho’  in  this  journey  to  England,  he  was  far  remov¬ 
ed  from  the  outward  fight  of  their  fufiferings,  yet 
Ins  deep  exercife  of  mind  remained  ;  as  appears 
by  a  fhort  treatife  he  wrote  in  this  journey,  and 
frequent  concern  to  open  the  miferable  (late  of 
this  deeply  injured  people:  His  teflimony  in  the  laft 
meeting  he  attended  was  on  this  fubjebt,  wherein 
he  remarked;  that,  as  we  as  a  focietv,  when  under 

outward 


(  vii  ) 

outward  fufferings,  had  often  found  it  our  con¬ 
cern  to  lay  them  before  thofe  in  authority,  and 
thereby,  in  the  Lord’s  time,  had  obtained  relief, 
fo  he  recommended  this  opprelTed  part  of  the  cre¬ 
ation  to  our  notice  ;  that  we  may,  as  way  may 
open,  reprefent  their  fufferings  in  an  individual,  if 
not  a  fociety  capacity  to  thofe  in  authority. 

Deeply  fenfible  that  the  defire  to  gratify  people’s 
inclinations  in  luxury  and  fuperfluities  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ground  of  oppreflion,  and  the  occ»^on  of 
many  unneceffary  wants;  he  believed  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  be  a  pattern  of  great  felf-denial,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  tilings  of  this  life,  and  earneftly  to 
labour  with  friends  in  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom,  to 
imprefs  on  their  minds  the  great  importance  of  our 
teftimony  in  thefe  things,  recommending  to  the 
guidance  of  the  blefTed  Truth  in  this  and  all  other 
concerns,  and  cautioning  fuch  as  are  experienced 
therein,  againft  contenting  themfelves  with  adfing 
to  the  ftandard  of  others,  but  to  be  careful  to 
make  the  ftandard  of  Truth,  manifefted  to  them, 
the  meafure  of  their  obedience  :  For,  faid  he, 

‘*  1  hat  purify  of  life  which  proceeds  from  faith- 
fulnefs  in  following  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  that  ftate 
where  our  minds  are  devoted  to  ferve  God,  and  all 
our  wants  are  bounded  by  his  wifdom;  this  habi¬ 
tation  has  often  been  opened  before  me  as  a  place 
of  retirement  for  the  children  of  the  light,  where 
they  may  ftand  feparated  from  that  which  difor- 
dereth  and  confufeth  the  affairs  of  fociety,  and 
where  we  have  a  teftimony  of  our  innocence  in  the 
hearts  of  thofe  who  beho'd  us.” 


(  viii  ) 

r\Vc  conclude  with  fervent  defires,  that  we  as  a 
people  may  thus,  by  our  example,  promote  the 
Lord  s  work  in  the  earth;  and,  our  hearts  being 
prepared,  may  unite  in  prayer  to  the  great  Lord 
of  the  harveft,  that,  as  in  his  infinite  wifdom  he 
hath  greatly  {tripped  the  church,  by  removing  of 
late,  divers  faithful  minifters  and  elders,  he  may 
be  pleafed  to  fend  forth  many  more  faithful  la¬ 
bourers  into  his  harveft. 


A  T  E  S  T  I- 


> 


A 


TESTIMONY 


OP  THE 


MONTHLY-MEETING  of  FRIENDS, 


Meld  in  Burlington ,  the  firfl:  day  of  the  eighth  month*  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  1 7  74>  concerning  our  efteemed  friend 


JOHN  WOOLMAN,  deceased. 

J— J  E  was  born  in  Northampton ,  in  the  county 
of  Burlington ,  and  province  of  JVeft-New - 
Jerjey^  in  the  eighth  month,  1720,  of  religious 
parents,  who  inftrudted  him  very  early  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  chriftian  religion,  as  profelfed  by  the 
people  called  Quakers ;  which  he  efteemed  a  blefs- 
ing  to  him,  even  in  his  younger  years,  tending  to 
preferve  him  from  the  infection  of  wicked  child¬ 
ren  :  But  thro’  the  workings  of  the  enemy,  and 


j 


levity  incident  to  youth,  he  frequently  deviated 
from  thofe  parental  precepts ;  by  which  he  laid  a 
renewed  foundation  for  repentance,  that  was  final¬ 
ly  fucceeded  by  a  godly  forrow  not  to  be  repented 
of ;  and  fo  became  acquainted  with  that  fan&ify- 
ing  power  which  qualifies  for  true  gofpel  miniftry, 
into  which  he  was  called  about  the  twenty-fecond 
year  of  his  age  ;  and,  by  a  faithful  ufe  of  the 
talents  committed  to  him,  he  experienced  an  en- 
creafe,  until  he  arrived  at  the  ftate  of  a  father, 
capable  of  dividing  the  word  aright  to  the  different 
ftates  he  miniftered  unto;  difpenfmg  milk  to  babes, 
and  meat  to  thofe  of  riper  years.  Thus  he  found 
the  efficacy  of  that  power  to  arife,  which  in  his 
own  expreffions,  “  prepares  the  creature  to  ftand 
like  a  trumpet  thro’  which  the  Lord  fpeaks  to  his 
people.” — He  was  a  loving  hufband,  a  tender  fa- 
ther,  and  very  humane  to  every  part  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  under  his  care. 


His  concern  for  the  poor  and  thofe  in  affliction 
was  evident  by  his  vifits  to  them  ,  whom  he  fre¬ 
quently  relieved  bv  his  afliftance  and  charity.  He 


of  the  poor  enflaved  Africans ,  whofe  caufe,  as 
he  mentioned,  lay  almoft  continually  upon  him  ; 
and,  to  obtain  liberty  to  thofe  captives,  he  laboured 
both  in  public  and  in  private,  and  was  favoured  to 
fee  his  endeavours  crowned  with  confiderable  fuc- 
cefs.  He  was  particularly  defuous  that  friends 


ing  from  which  they  had  been  providentially  de¬ 


livered  ; 


(-  xi  ) 

livered  ;  that,  if  times  of  trouble  fhould  return, 
no  injuftice  dealt  to  thofe  in  llavery  might  life  in 
judgment  againft  us,  but  being  clear,  we  might  on 
fuch  cccafions  addrefs  the  Almighty  with  a  degree 
of  confidence  for  his  interpofition  and  relief;  be¬ 
ing  particularly  careful  as  to  himfelf,  not  to  coun¬ 
tenance  flavery  even  by  the  ufe  of  thofe  conveni- 

encies  of  life  which  were  furnifhed  by  their  labour. 

* 

He  was  defirous  to  have  his  own,  and  the  minds 
of  others,  redeemed  from  the  pleafures  and  immo¬ 
derate  profits  of  this  world,  and  to  fix  them  on 
thofe  joys  which  fade  not  away;  his  principal 
care  being  alter  a  life  of  purity,  endeavouring  to 
avoid  not  only  the  groffer  pollutions,  but  thofe 
alfo  which,  appearing  in  a  more  refined  drefs,  are 
not  fufficiently  guarded  againft  by  fome  well-dif- 
pofed  people.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was 
remarkable  for  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  his 
drefs,  and  as  much  as  pofiible,  avoided  the  ufe  of 
plate,  coftly  furniture  and  feafting  ;  thereby  en¬ 
deavouring  to  become  an  example  of  temperance 
and  felf-denial,  which  he  believed  himfelf  called 
unto  ;  and  was  favoured  with  peace  therein,  al- 
tho’  it  carried  the  appearance  of  great  aufterity 
in  the  view  of  fome.  He  was  very  moderate  in 
his  charges  in  the  way  of  bufiaefs,  and  in  his  de- 
fires  after  gain  ;  and,  tho’  a  man  of  induftry, 
avoided,  and  ftrove  much  to  lead  others  out  of 
extreme  labour  and  anxioufnefs  after  perifhable 
things  ;  being  defirous  that  the  ftrength  of  our 
bodies  might  not  be  fpent  in  procuring  things 
unprofitable,  and  that  we  might  ufe  moderation 

and 
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and  kindnefs  to  the  brute  animals  under  our  care, 
to  prize  the  ufe  of  them  as  a  great  favour,  and  by 
no  means  abufe  them ;  that  the  gifts  of  Providence 
fhould  be  thankfully  received  and  applied  to  the 
nfes  they  were  defigned  for. 


He  feveral  times  opened  a  fchool  £t  Mount- 
Holly,  for  the  inftruftion  of  poor  friends’  child¬ 
ren  and  others  ;  being  concerned  for  their  help 
and  improvement  therein  :  .  His  love  and  care 
for  the  riling  youth  among  us  was  truly  great, 
recommending  to  parents  and  thofe  who  have 
the  charge  of  them,  to  chufe  confeientious  and 
pious  tutors ;  faying,  “  It  is  a  lovely  fight  to 
behold  innocent  children,”  and  that,  “  to  la¬ 
bour  for  their  help  againlt  that  which  would 

mar  the  beauty  of  their  minds,  is  a  debt  we  owe 
them.”  i 


His  miniftry  was  found,  very  deep  and  pener 
trating,  fometimes  pointing  out  the  dangerous  fi- 
tuation  which  indulgence  and  cuflom  lead  into ; 
fiequently  exhorting  others,  efpecially  the  youth, 
not  to  be  difeouraged  at  the  difficulties  which  oc¬ 
cur,  but  prefs  after  purity.  He  often  exprelled  an 
earned:  engagement  that  Pure  Wifdom  lhould  be 
attended  to,  which  would  lead  into  lowlinels  of 
mind  and  refignation  to  the  divine  will,  in 
which  ftate  fmall  poffeffions  here  would  be  fuffi- 
cient. 
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In  tranfading  the  affairs  of  difcipline,  his  judg¬ 
ment  was  found  and  clear,  and  he  was  very  ufe- 
ful  in  treating  with  thofe  who  had  done  amifs  « 
he  vifited  fuch  in  a  private  way  in  that  plain- 
nefs  which  truth  didates,  fhewing  great  tenderness 
and  chriftian  forbearance.  He  was  a  conftant  at- 
tender  of  our  yearly-meeting,  in  which  he  was  a 
good  example,  and  particularly  ufeful  *  aflifting  in 
the  bufinefs  thereof  with  great  weight  and  atten¬ 
tion.  He  feveral  times  vifited  moft  of  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  friends  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  pro¬ 
vinces,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  monthly-meet¬ 
ing  to  which  he  belonged,  and  we  have  reafon  to 
believe  had  good  fervice  therein ;  generally  or  al¬ 
ways  expreffmg  at  his  return  how  it  had  fared  with 
him,  and  the  evidence  of  peace  in  his  mind  for  thus 
performing  his  duty.  He  was  often  concerned 
with  other  friends  in  the  important  fervice  of  vi- 
fiting  families,  which  he  was  enabled  to  go  thro* 
to  fatisfadion. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  minifters  and 
elders  for  this  quarter,  at  the  foot  of  a  lift 
of  the  members  of  that  meeting,  made  about 
five  years  before  his  death,  we  find  in  his  hand¬ 
writing  the  following  obfervation  and  reflections. 
44  As  looking  over  the  minutes  made  by  perfons 
who  have  put  off  this  body,  hath  fhmetimes  re¬ 
vived  in  me  a  thought  how  ages  pafs  away  ;  fo 
this  lift  may  probably  revive  a  like  thought  in 
fome,  when  I,  and  the  reft  of  the  perfons  above- 
named,  are  centered  in  another  ftate  of  being. — - 
The  Lord,  who  was  the  guide  of  my  youth,  hath  in 

tender 
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tender  mercies  helped  me  hitherto ;  he  hath  heal¬ 
ed  me  of  wounds,  he  hath  helped  me  out  of  griev¬ 
ous  pntanglements ;  he  remains  to  be  the  ftrength 
of  my  life  ;  to  whom  I  defire  to  devote  myfelf  in 
time,  and  in  eternity.” — — — Signed,  John  IVoolmafi . 

In  the  twelfth  month,  1771,  he  acquainted  this 
meeting  tnat  he  found  his  mind  drawn  towards  a 
religious  vifit  to  friends  in  fome  parts  of  England , 
particularly  in  Yorhjhire .  In  the  firft  month  1772, 
he  obtained  our  certificate,  which  was  approved 
and  indorfed  by  our  quarterly  meeting,  and  by  the 
half  year’s  meeting  of  miniflers  and  elders  at 
Philadelphia .  Fie  embarked  on  his  voyage  in  the 
fifth,  and  arrived  in  London  in  the  fixth  month 
following,  at  the  time  of  their  annual  meeting  in 
that  city.  During  his  fhort  vifit  to  friends  in  that 
kingdom,  we  are  informed  that  his  fervices  were 
acceptable  and  edifying.  In  his  laft  illnefs  he  ut¬ 
tered  many  lively  and  comfortable  expreffions,  be¬ 
ing,  “  refigned,  having  no  will  either  to  live  or  die,” 
as  appears  by  the  teflimony  of  friends  at  York  in 
G reat-Britain,  in  the  fuburbs  whereof,  at  the  houfe 
of  our  friend  Thomas  Priejtman ,  he  died  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  on  the  feventh  of  the  tenth  month,  1772,  and 
was  buried  in  friends  burial-ground  in  that  city, 
on  the  ninth  of  the  fame,  after  a  folid  meeting, 
held  on  the  occafion,  at  their  great  meeting-houfe. 
He  was  aged  near  fifty-two,  a  minifter  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  during  which  time  he  belonged  to 
Mount-holly  particular  meeting,  which  he  diligently 
attended  when  at  home  and  in  health  of  body, 
and  his  labours  of  love  and  pious  care  for  the  prof- 

y  Perity 


(  XV  ) 

perity  of  friends  in  the  blefled  Truth,  we  hope, 
may  not  be  forgotten,  but  that  his  good  works 
may  be  remembered  to  edification. 

Signed  in,  and  by  order  of  the  faid  meeting,  by 
SAMUEL  ALLISON,  Clerk. 

*  \ 
Read  and  approved  at  our  quarterly-meeting, 
held  at  Burlington  the  29th  of  the  8  th  month, 
1774. 


Signed  by  order  of  faid  meeting, 

DANIEL  SMI  T  H,  Clerk. 
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LIFE  and  TRAVELS 
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JOHN  WOOLMAN, 

\ 

In  the  Service  of  the  Gospel. 


CHAP.  I. 

Hts  hmh  and  parentage,  with  fame  account  of  the 

operations  of  divine  grace  on  his  mind  in  his  youth _ _ 

His  firft  appearance  in  the  mimftry — And  his  con- 
f  derations,  while  young,  on  the  keeping  of  (laves. 

J  HAVE  often  felt  a  motion  of  love  to  leave 
fome  hints  in  writing  of  my  experience  of  the 
goodnefs  of  God  :  And  now,  in  the  thirty-fixth 
year  of  my  age,  I  begin  this  work. 

I  was  born  in  Northampton ,  in  Burlington  coun¬ 
ty,  Weft-Jerfey ,  in  the  Year  1720  ;  and  before  I 
was  feven  years  old  I  began  to  be  acquainted  with 
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the  operations  of  divine  love.  Through  the  care 
of  my  parents,  I  was  taught  to  read  near  as  foon 
as  I  was  capable  of  it ;  and  as  I  went  from  fchool 
one  feventh  day,  I  remember,  while  my  compani¬ 
ons  went  to  play  by  the  way,  I  went  forward 
out  of  fight,  and  fitting  down  I  read  the  2 2d 
chapter  of  the  Revelations.  “  He  fhewed  me  a 
u  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  chryfta], 
proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of 
the  Lamb,  £5?c.”  and  in  reading  it,  my  mind 
was  drawn  to  feek  after  that  pure  habitation, 
which,  I  then  believed,  God  had  prepared  for  his 
fervants.  The  place  where  I  fate,  and  the  fweet- 
nefs  that  attended  my  mind,  remains  frefh  in 
my  memory. 

This,  and  the  like  gracious  vifitations,  had  that 
effedl  upon  me,  that  when  boys  ufed  ill  language, 
it  troubled  me  ;  and,  through  the  continued  mer¬ 
cies  of  God,  I  was  preferved  from  it. 

The  pious  inftruftions  of  my  parents  were  of¬ 
ten  frefh  in  my  mind  when  I  happened  to  be  a- 
mong  wicked  children,  and  were  of  ufe  to  me. 
My  parents,  having  a  large  family  of  children, 
ufed  frequently,  on  firft  days  after  meeting,  to 
put  us  to  read  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  or  fome 
religious  books,  one  after  another,  the  reft  fitting 
by  without  much  converfation ;  which,  I  have 
fince  often  thought,  was  a  good  practice.  From 
what  I  had  read  and  heard,  I  believed  there  had 
been, in  paft  ages,  people  who  walked  in  uprightnefs 

before  God,  in  a  degree  exceeding  any  that  I  knew 

or 
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or  heard  of,  now  living  :  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
there  being  lefs  fteadinefs  and  firmnefs  amongft 
people  in  this  age  than  in  paft  ages,  often  trou¬ 
bled  me  while  I  was  child. 

A  thing  remarkable  in  my  childhood  was,  that 
once  going  to  a  neighbour’s  houfe,  I  faw  on  the 
way,  a  Robin  fitting  on  her  neft,  and  as  I  came 
near  fhe  went  off,  but  having  young  ones,  flew 
about,  and  with  many  cries  exprefled  her  con¬ 
cern  for  them  ;  1  flood  and  threw  ftones  at  her, 
’till  one  ftriking  her,  fhe  fell  down  dead  :  At 
firft  I  was  pleafed  with  the  exploit,  but  after  a 
few  minutes  was  feized  with  horror,  as  having, 
in  a  fportive  way,  killed  an  innocent  creature 
while  fhe  was  careful  of  her  young  :  I  beheld 
her  lying  dead,  and  thought  thofe  young  ones, 
for  which  fhe  was  fo  careful,  muft  now  perifh 
for  the  want  of  their  dam  to  nourifh  them  ;  and 
after  fome  painful  confiderations  on  the  fub- 
jedt,  I  climbed  up  the  tree,  took  all  the  young 
birds,  and  killed  them ;  fuppofing  that  better 
than  to  leave  them  to  pine  away  and  die  mife- 
rably  :  And  believed,  in  this  cafe,  that  fcripture 
proverb  was  fulfilled,  “  The  tender  mercies  of  the 
“  wicked  are  cruel.”  I  then  went  on  my  errand, 
but,  for  fome  hours,  could  think  of  nothing  elfe 
but  the  cruelties  I  had  committed,  and  was 
much  troubled.  Thus  He,  whofe  tender  mer¬ 
cies  are  over  all  his  works,  hath  placed  a  prin¬ 
ciple  in  the  human  mind,  which  incites  to  ex- 
ercife  goodnefs  towards  every  living  creature  ; 
and  this  being  fingly  attended  to,  people  be- 
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come  tender-hearted  and  fympathizing;  hut  being 
frequently  and  totally  rejected,  the  mind  becomes 
fhut  up  in  a  contrary  difpofition. 

About  the  twelfth  year  of  my  age,  my  fa¬ 
ther  being  abroad,  my  mother  reproved  me  for 
fome  mifcondudf,  to  which  I  made  an  undutiful 
reply  ;  and  the  next  firft  day,  as  I  w  as  with 
my  father  returning  from  meeting,  he  told  me 
he  underftood  I  had  behaved  amifs  to  my  mo¬ 
ther,  and  advifed  me  to  be  more  careful  in 
future.  I  knew  myfelf  blameable,  and  in  fhame 
and  confufion  remained  filent.  Being  thus  awa¬ 
kened  to  a  fenfe  of  my  wickednefs,  I  felt  re¬ 
in  or  fe  in  my  mind,  and  getting  home  I  retired 
and  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  forgive  me  ;  and  do 
not  remember  that  I  ever,  after  that,  fpoke  un¬ 
hand  fomely  to  either  of  my  parents,  however 

foolifh  in  fome  other  things. 

/  « 

Having  attained  the  age  of  fixteen  years,  I 
began  to  love  wanton  company  ;  and  though  I 
was  preferved  from  profane  language,  or  fcanda- 
lous  conduct,  flill  I  perceived  a  plant  in  me  which 
produced  much  wild  grapes  :  Yet  my  merci¬ 
ful  Father  forfook  me  not  utterly,  but  at  times, 
through  his  grace,  I  was  brought  ferioufly  to  con- 
iider  my  ways  ;  and  the  fight  of  my  backflidings 
afifedted  me  with  forrow  ;  but  for  want  of  right¬ 
ly  attending  to  the  reproofs  of  inftrudtion,  va¬ 
nity  was  added  to  vanity,  and  repentance  to  re¬ 
pentance  :  Upon  the  whole,  my  mind  was  more 

and  more  alienated  from  the  truth,  and  I  haften- 

ed 
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ed  toward  deftrudion.  While  I  meditate  on  the 
gulf  towards  which  I  travelled,  and  refled  on  my 
youthful  ditobedience,  for  thefe  things  I  weep, 
mine  eye  runeth  down  with  water. 

Advancing  in  age,  the  number  of  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  increated,  and  thereby  my  way  grew  more 
difficult :  \  hough  I  had  found  comfort  in  read¬ 

ing  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  thinking  on  hea¬ 
venly  things,  I  was  now  eftranged  therefrom  :  I 
knew  I  was  going  from  the  flock  of  Chrift,  and 
had  no  refolution  to  return  ;  hence  ferious  reflec¬ 
tions  were  uneafy  to  me,  and  youthful  vanities 
and  diverfions  my  greatefl:  pleafure.  Running  in 
this  road  I  found  many  like  myfelf;  and  we  afloci- 
ated  in  that  which  is  reverfe  to  true  friendfhip. 

But  in  this  fwift  race  it  pleafed  God  to  vi- 
fit  me  with  ficknefs,  fo  that  I  doubted  of  reco¬ 
vering  ;  and  then  did  darknefs,  horror,  and  a- 
mazement,  with  full  force,  feize  me,  even  when 
my  pain  and  diftrefs  of  body  was  very  great. 

I  thought  it  would  have  been  better  for  me  ne¬ 
ver  to  have  had  a  being,  than  to  fee  the  day 
Which  I  now  faw.  I  was  filled  with  confufion; 
and  in  great  afflidion,  both  of  mind  and  body, 

I  lay  and  bewailed  myfelf.  I  had  not  confidence 
to  lift  up  my  cries  to  God,  whom  I  had  thus 
offended  ;  but,  in  a  deep  fenfe  of  my  great  fol¬ 
ly,  I  was  humbled  before  him  :  And,  at  length, 
that  Word  which  is  as  fire  and  a  hammer,  broke 
and  diflblved  my  rebellious  heart,  and  then  my 
pries  were  put  up  in  contrition;  and  in  the  mul¬ 
titude 
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titude  of  his  mercies  I  found  inward  relief,  and 
felt  a  clofe  engagement,  that  if  he  was  pleafed 
to  reftore  my  health,  I  might  walk  humbly  before 
him. 

After  my  recovery,  this  exercife  remained 
with  me  a  confiderable  time;  but,  by  degrees,  ' 
giving  way  to  youthful  vanities,  they  gained 
llrength,  and  getting  with  wanton  young  people 
I  loft  ground.  The  Lord  had  been  very  gra- 
.  cious,  and  fpoke  peace  to  me  in  the  time  of 
my  diflrefs  ;  and  I  now  mod  ungratefully  turn¬ 
ed  again  to  folly  ;  on  which  account,  at  times, 

I  felt  fharp  reproof,  but  did  not  get  low  enough 
to  cry  for  help.  I  was  not  fo  hardy  as  to  com¬ 
mit  things  fcandalous  ;  but  to  exceed  in  vanity, 
and  promote  mirth,  was  my  chief  ftudy.  Still 
I  retained  a  love  and  efteem  for  pious  peopie  ; 
and  their  company  brought  an  awe  upon  me. 
My  dear  parents,  feveral  times,  admonifhed  me 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  their  admonition 
entered  into  my  heart,  and  had  a  good  effedl 
for  a  feafon ;  but  not  getting  deep  enough  to 
pray  rightly,  the  tempter,  when  he  came,  found 
entrance.  I  remember,  once  having  fpent  a  part 
of  the  day  in  wantonnefs,  as  I  went  to  bed  at 
night,  there  lay  in  a  window,  near  my  bed,  a 
bible,  which  I  opened,  and  firft  call  my  eye  on  the 
text,  “  we  lie  down  in  our  fhame,  and  our  con- 
44  fufion  covers  us  this  I  knew  to  be  my  cafe  : 
And  meeting  with  fo  unexpected  a  reproof,  I 
was  fomewhat  affedted  with  it,  and  went  to  bed 
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under  remorfe  of  confidence  ;  wFricli  I  foon  caft 
off  again. 

»  '  *  • 

Thus  time  paft  on  ;  my  heart  was  replenifh- 
ed  with  mirth  and  wantonnefs,  while  pleafing 
fcenes  of  vanity  were  prefented  to  my  irnagL 
nation,  ’till  I  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
near  which  time  I  felt  the  judgments  of  God, 
in  my  foul,  like  a  confuming  fire  ;  and  looking 
over  my  paft  life,  the  profped  was  moving — I 
was  often  fad,  and  longed  to  be  delivered  from 
thofe  vanities  ;  then  again,  my  heart  was  ftrong* 
ly  inclined  to  them,  and  there  was  in  me  a  fore 
conflict  :  At  times  I  turned  to  folly  ;  and  then 
again,  forrow  and  confufion  took  hold  of  me. 
In  a  while  I  refolved  totally  to  leave  off  fome 
of  my  vanities  ;  but  there  was  a  fecret  referve 
in  my  heart,  of  the  more  refined  part  of  them, 
and  I  was  not  low  enough  to  find  true  peace* 
Thus,  for  fome  months,  I  had  great  troubles  ; 
there  remaining  in  me  an  unfubjeded  will,  which 
rendered  my  labours  fruitlefs,  ’till  at  length, 
through  the  merciful  continuance  of  heavenly 
vifitations,  I  was  made  to  bow  down  in  fpirit  be* 
fore  the  Lord.  I  remember  one  evening  I  had 
fpent  fome  time  in  reading  a  pious  author  ;  and 
walking  out  aione,  I  humbly  prayed  to  the  Lord 
for  his  help,  that  l  might  be  delivered  from  all 
thofe  vanities  which  fo  enfnared  me.  Thus  be* 
ing  brought  low,  he  helped  me  ;  and  as  I  learn* 
ed  to  bear  the  crofs,  I  felt  refrefhment  to  come 
from  his  prefence  ;  but  not  keeping  in  that 
ftrength  which  gave  vidory,  I  loll:  ground  a- 

gain  ; 
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gain ;  the  fenfe  of  which  greatly  affedled  me  : 
and  I  fought  deferts  and  lonely  places,  and 
there  with  tears  did  confefs  my  fins  to  God, 
and  humbly  craved  help  of  him.  And  I  may 
fay  with  reverence,  he  was  near  to  me  in  my 
tioubles,  and  in  thofe  times  of  humiliation  open¬ 
ed  my  ear  to  discipline.  I  was  now  led  to  look 
ferioufly  at  the  means  by  which  I  was  drawn  from 
the  pure  truth,  and  learned  this,  that  if  I  would 
live  in  the  life  which  the  faithful  fervants  of 
God  lived  in,  I  muft  not  go  into  company  as 
heretofore  in  my  own  will ;  but  all  the  cra¬ 
vings  of  fenfe  mull  be  governed  by  a  divine  prin¬ 
ciple.  In  times  of  forrow  and  abafement  thefe 
inllrudions  were  fealed  upon  me,  and  I  felt  the 
power  of  Chrift  prevail  over  felfifh  defires,  fo 
that  I  v/as  preferved  in  a  good  degree  of  Iteadinefs ; 
and  being  young,  and  believing,  at  that  time, 
that  a  fingle  life  was  bell  for  me,  I  was  ftrength- 
ened  to  keep  from  fuch  company  as  had  often 
been  a  fnare  to  me. 

«•  ■" 

I  kept  fteadily  to  meetings  ;  fpent  firft  days  af¬ 
ternoon  chiefly  in  reading  the  fcriptures  and  other 
good  books ;  and  V/as  early  convinced  in  my 
mind,  that  true  religion  confifted  in  an  inward 
life,  wherein  the  heart  doth  love  and  reverence 
God  the  Creator,  and  learns  to  exercife  true  juftice 
and  goodnefs,  not  only  toward  all  men,  but  alfo 
tov/ard  the  brute  creatures — That  as  the  mind 
was  moved,  by  an  inward  principle,  to  love  God 
as  an  invifible  incompreherifible  Being  ;  by  the 
fame  principle  it  was  moved  to  love  him  in  all 

his 
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his  manifestations  in  the  vifible  world — That,  as 
by  his  breath,  the  flame  of  life  was  kindled 
in  all  animal  fenfible  ereatures,  to  fay  we  love 
God  as  imfeen,  and  at  the  fame  time,  exercife 
cruelty  toward  the  leaf  creature  moving  by  his 
life,  or  by  life  derived  from  him  ;  was  a  contra¬ 
diction  in  irfelf. 

.  /  , 

.  *  »  # 

I  found  no  narrownefs  refpedting  feds  and  opi¬ 
nions  ;  but  believed,  that  fincere  upright  hearted 
people,  in  every  fociety,  who  truly  love  God, 
were  accepted  of  him. 

As  I  lived  under  the  crofs,  and  fimply  follow¬ 
ed  the  openings  of  truth,  my  mind,  from  day 
to  day,  was  more  enlightened  ;  my  former  ac¬ 
quaintance  were  left  to  judge  of  me  as  they 
would,  for  I  found  it  fafeft  for  me  to  live  in 
private,  and  keep  thefe  things  fealed  up  in  my 
own  breaft.  While  I  filently  ponder  on  that 
change  wrought  in  me,  I  find  no  language  e- 
qual  to  it,  nor  any  means  to  convey  to  another 
a  clear  idea  of  it.  I  looked  upon  the  works  of 
God  in  this  vifible  creation,  and  an  awfulnefs 
covered  me ;  my  heart  was  tender  and  often 
contrite,  and  univerfal  love  to  my  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  increafed  in  me  :  This  will  be  underftood 
by  fuch  who  have  trodden  in  the  fame  path. 
Some  glances  of  real  beauty  may  be  feen  in  their 
faces,  who  dwell  in  true  meeknefs. 

There  is  a  harmony  in  the  found  of  that 
voice  to  which  divine  love  gives  utterance,  and 

'  fame 
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feme  appearance  of  right  order  in  their  temper 
and  conduct,  whofe  paflfions  are  regulated  ;  yet  all 
thefe  do  not  fully  fhew  forth  that  inward  life  to 
fuch  who  have  not  felt  it ;  but  this  white  ftone 
and  new  name  is  known  rightly  to  fuch  only  who 
have  it. 

Now  thougn  I  had  been  thus  {Lengthened 
to  bear  the  crofs,  I  {till  found  myfelf  in  great 
danger,  having  many  weaknefles  attending  me, 
and  ftrong  temptations  to  wreftle  with  ;  in  the 
feeling  whereof  I  frequently  withdrew  into  private 
places,  and  often  with  tears  befought  the  Lord  to 
help  me,  whofe  gracious  eat  was  open  to  my 
cry. 

All  this  time  I  lived  with  my  parents,  and 
wrought  on  the  plantation  ;  and  having  had  fchool- 
ing  pretty  well  for  a  planter,  I  ufed  to  improve  it 
in  winter-evenings,  and  other  leifure  times ;  and 
and  being  now  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  my  age, 
a  man,  in  much  bufinefs  at  fhop-keeping  and  bak¬ 
ing,  afked  me,  if  I  would  hire  with  him  to  tend 
fhop  and  keep  books.  I  acquainted  my  father 
with  the  propofal ;  and,  after  fome  deliberation,  it 

was  agreed  for  me  to  go. 

•  #  \ 

At  home  I  had  lived  retired  ;  and  now  hav¬ 
ing  a  profpedl  of  being  much  in  the  way  of 
company,  I  felt  frequent  and  fervent  cries  in 
my  heart  to  God,  the  Father  of  mercies,  that 
he  would  preferve  me  from  all  taint  and  cor¬ 
ruption  ;  that,  in  this  more  public  employment 

I  might 
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1  might  ferve  Him,  my  gracious  Redeemer,  in 
that  humility  and  felf-denial,  with  which  I  had 
been,  in  a  fmall  degree,  exercifed  in  a  more  pri¬ 
vate  life.  The  man,  who  employed  me,  furnifh- 
ed  a  fhop  in  Mount-Holly ,  about  five  miles  from 
my  father’s  houfe,  and  fix  from  his  own  ;  and 
there  I  lived  alone,  and  tended  his  fhop.  Short¬ 
ly  after  my  fettlement  here,  I  was  vifited  by  fe- 
veral  young  people  my  former  acquaintance, 
who  knew  not  but  vanities  would  be  as  agree- 
able  to  me  now  as  ever;  and,  at  thefe  times, 
I  cried  to  the  Lord  in  fecret  for  wifdom  and 
ftrength  ;  for  I  felt  myfelf  encompaffed  with  dif¬ 
ficulties,  and  had  frefh  occafion  to  bewail  the 
follies  of  time  pa  it,  in  contracting  a  familiarity 
with  libertine  people  :  And  as  I  had  now  left 
my  father’s  houfe  outwardly,  I  found  my  heaven¬ 
ly  Father  to  be  merciful  to  me  beyond  what  I 
can  exprefs. 

By  day  I  was  much  .amongft  people,  and  had 
many  trials  to  go  through;  but  in  the  evenings, 
I  was  moftly  alone,  and  may  with  thankfulnefs 
acknowledge,  that  in  thofe  times,  the  fpirit  of  fup- 
plication  was  often  poured  upon  me  ;  under  which 
I  was  frequently  exercifed,  and  felt  my  ftrength 
renewed. 

# 

In  a  few  months  after  I  came  here,  my  mafter 
bought  feveral  Scotchmen  fervants,  from  on  board 
a  veil'd,  and  brought  them  to  Mount-Holly  to  fell  ; 
one  of  which  was  taken  fick  and  died. 

In 
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iii  the  latter  part  of  his  ficknefs,  he,  being  de- 
hiious,  uied  to  curie  and  fwear  moil  forrow fully  ; 
and  the  next  night  after  his  burial,  I  was  left  to 
deep  alone  in  the  fame  chamber  where  he  died  : 
I  percen  ed  m  me  a  timoroufnefs ;  I  knew,  howe¬ 
ver,  I  had  not  injured  the  man,  but  affifted  in 
taking  care  of  him  according  to  my  capacity  ;  and 
was  not  free  to  afk  any  one,  on  that  occafion,  to 
fieep  with  me  :  Nature  was  feeble  ;  but  every  trial 
was  a  frefh  incitement  to  give  myfelf  up  wholly 
to  the  fervice  of  God,  tor  I  found  no  helper  like 
him  in  times  of  trouble. 

After  a  while,  my  former  acquaintance  gave 
over  expecting  me  as  one  of  their  company - 
and  I  began  to  be  known  to  fome  whofe  con- 
verfation  was  helpful  to  me  :  And  now,  as  f 
had  experienced  the  love  of  God,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  redeem  me  from  many  pollutions, 
and  to  be  a  fuccour  to  me  through  a  fea  of 
conflicts,  with  which  no  perfon  was  fully  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  and  as  my  heart  v/as  often  enlarged 
in  this  heavenly  principle,  I  felt  a  tender  com¬ 
panion  for  the  youth,  who  remained  entangled 
in  fhares  like  thofe  which  had  entangled  me, 
irom  one  time  to  another  :  this  love  and  tender- 
nefs  increafed  •,  and  my  mind  was  more  ftrongly 
engaged  for  the  good  of  my  fellow-creatures.  I 
went  to  meetings  in  an  awful  frame  of  mind, 
and  endeavoured  to  be  inwardly  acquainted  with 
the  language  of  the  true  Shepherd  ;  and  one  day 
being  under  a  ftrong  exercife  of  fpirit,  I  flood 
up*  and  faid  fome  wqrds  in  a  meeting;  but  not 

keeping 
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keeping  clofe  to  the  divine  opening,  I  faid  more 
than  was  required  of  me  ;  and  being  foon  fenfibk 
of  my  error,  1  was  affli&ed  in  my  mind  fome 
weeks,  without  any  light  or  comfort,  even  to  that 
degree  that  I  could  not  take  fatisfaftion  in  any 
thing  :  I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled  ;  and. 
in  the  depth  of  ray  diftrefs,  he  had  pity  upon  me, 
and  feat  the  Comforter  :  l  then  felt  forgivenefs  for 
my  offence,  and  my  mind  became  calm  and  quiet, 
being  truly  thankful  to  my  gracious  Redeemer 
for  his  mercies;  and  after  this,  feeling  the  fpring 
of  divine  love  opened,  and  a  concern  to  fpeak,  ! 
faid  a  few  words  in  a  meeting,  in  which  I  round 
peace  ;  this,  I  believe,  was  about  fix  weeks  from 
the  firft  time  :  and,  as  I  was  thus  humbled  and 
difciplined  under  the  crofs,  my  underftanding  be¬ 
came  more  ftrengthened  to  diftinguifh  the  pure 
ipirit  which  inwardly  moves  upon  the  heart,  and 
taught  me  to  wait  in  filence  fometimes  many 
weeks  together,  until  I  felt  that  rife  which  pre¬ 
pares  the  creature  to  (land  like  a  trumpet,  through 
which  the  Lord  fpeaks  to  his  flock. 

From  an  inward  purifying,  and  ftedfaft  abiding 
under  it,  fprings  a  lively  operative  defire  for  the 
good  of  others  :  All  the  faithful  are  not  called  to 
the  public  miniftry  ;  but  whoever  are,  are  called 
to  mini  Her  of  that  which  they  have  tailed  and 
handled  fpiritually.  The  outward  modes  of 
worfhip  are  various  ;  but  wherever  any  are  true 
minifters  of  Jefus  Chrift,  it  is  from  the  operation 
of  his  fpirit  upon  their  hearts,  firft  purifying 
them,  and  thus  giving  them  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
conditions  of  others.  This 


14  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

This  truth  was  early  fixed  in  my  mind  and  I 
was  taught  to  watch  the  pure  opening,  and  to  take 
heed,  left,  while  I  was  Handing  to  fpeak,  my  own 
will  ihould  get  uppermoft,  and  caufe  me  to  utter 
words  from  worldly  wifdom,  and  depart  from  the 
channel  of  the  true  gofpel  miniftry.  In  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  my  outward  affairs,  I  may  fay  with 
thankfulnefs,  I  found  truth  to  be  my  fupport;  and 
I  was  refpefted  in  my  mafter’s  family,  who  came 
to  live  in  Mount-Holly  within  two  years  after  my 
going  there. 

About  the  twenty-third  year  of  my  age,  I  had 
many  frefh  and  heavenly  openings,  in  refpedi  to 
the  care  and  providence  of  the  Almighty  over  his 
creatures  in  general,  and  over  man  as  the  moft 
noble  amongft  thofe  which  are  vifible.  And  being 
clearly  convinced  in  my  judgment,  that  to  place 
my  whole  truft  in  God  was  be  ft  for  me,  I  felt  re¬ 
newed  engagements,  that  in  all  things  I  might  adl 
on  an  inward  principle  of  virtue,  and  purfue 
worldly  bufinefs  no  further,  than  as  truth  opened 
my  way  therein. 

About  the  time  called  Chrifttnas ,  I  obferved  ma¬ 
ny  people  from  the  country,  and  dwellers  in 
town,  who,  reforting  to  publick-houfes,  fpent 
their  time  in  drinking  and  vain  fports,  tending  to 
corrupt  one  another ;  on  which  account  I  was 
much  troubled.  At  one  houfe  in  particular  there 
was  much  diforder;  and  I  believed  it  was  a  duty 
incumbent  on  me  to  go  to  fpeak  to  the  mafter  of 
that  houfe.  I  confidered  I  was  young,  and  that 

feveral 
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feveral  elderly  friends  in  town  had  opportunity 
to  fee  thefe  things;  but  though  I  would  gladly 
have  been  excufed,  yet  I  could  not  feel  my  mind 
clear. 

The  exercife  was  heavy :  And  as  I  was  read¬ 
ing  what  the  Almighty  faid  to  Ezekiel ,  re  fpeft- 
mg  his  duty  as  a  watchman,  the  matter  was 
fet  home  more  clearly  ;  and  then  with  prayers 
and  tears,  I  befought,  the  Lord  for  his  affiftance, 
who,  in  loving-kindnefs,  gave  me  a  refigned 
heart  :  Then,  at  a  fuitable  opportunity,  I  went 
to  the  public-houfe ;  and  feeing  the  man  amongft 
much  company,  I  went  to  him,  and  told  him, 
I  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him  ;  fo  we  went  afide, 
and  there,  in  the  fear  and  dread  of  the  Almighty , 
I  expreft  to  him  what  refted  on  my  mind  ;  which 
he  took  kindly,  and  afterward  fhewed  more  regard 
to  me  than  before.  In  a  few  years  afterwards  he 
died,  middle-aged  ;  and  I  often  thought,  that  had  I 
neglected  my  duty  in  that  cafe,  it  would  have 
given  me  great  trouble  ;  and  I  was  humbly  thank¬ 
ful  to  my  gracious  Father,  who  had  fupported  me 
herein. 

My  employer  having  a  negro  woman,  fold 
her,  and  defired  me  to  write  a  bill  of  fale,  the 
man  being  waiting  who  bought  her  :  The  thing 
was  fudden  ;  and  though  the  thoughts  of  writing 
an  inftrument  of  flavery  for  one  of  my  fellow- 
creatures  felt  uneafy,  yet  I  remembered  I  was 
hired  by  the  year,  that  it  was  my  mafter  who 
directed  me  to  do  it,  and  that  it  was  an  el¬ 
derly 
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derly  man,  a  member  of  our  fociety,  who  bought 
her  ;  (o,  through  weaknefs,  I  gave  way,  and  wrote 
it;  but,  at  the  executing  it,  l  was  fo  affiidted  in 
my  mind,  that  I  faid,  before  my  mafter  and  the 
friend,  that  I  believed  flave-keeping  to  be  a  prac¬ 
tice  inconfiftent  with  the  chriftian  religion :  This 
in  fome  degree  abated  my  uneafinefs ;  yet  as  often 
as  I  reflected  ferioufly  upon  it,  I  thought  I  fhould 
have  been  clearer,  if  I  had  defired  to  be  excufed 
from  it,  as  a  thing  againft  my  confcience  ;  for 
fach  it  was.  And  fome  time  after  this,  a  young 
man,  of  our  fociety,  fpoke  to  me  to  write  a  con¬ 
veyance  of  a  Have  to  him  ;  he  having  lately  taken 
a  negro  into  his  houfe  :  I  told  him,  I  was  not  eafy 
to  v/rite  it ;  for,  though  many  of  our  meeting 
and  in  other  places  kept  {laves,  I  ft  ill  believed 
the  practice  was  not  right  ;  and  defired  to  be 
excufed  from  the  writing.  I  fpoke  to  him  in 
good  will  ;  and  he  told  me,  that  keeping  {laves 
was  not  altogether  agreeeble  to  his  mind  ;  but 
that  the  (lave  being  a  gift  made  to  his  wife,  he 
had  accepted  of  hen 
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Hh  fir  ft  journey,  on  a  religious  vifit,  into  Eaft-Jerfey, 

in  company  -with  Abraham  Farrington _ His 

thoughts  on  merchandizing ,  and  his  learning  a  trade 
His  fecoud  journey ,  with  Ifaac  Andrews  into 
Pennfylvania,  Mary-land,  Virginia,  and  North- 
Carolina — His  third  journey  with  Peter  Andrews, 
through  part  of  the  Weft  and  Eaft-Jerfey — Some 
account  of  his  fifter  Elizabeth,  and  her  death — His 
fourth  journey  with  Peter  Andrews,  through  New- 
York  and  Long-Ifland,  to  New-England — And 
his  fifth  journey ,  with  John  Sykes,  to  the  Eaftern 
Jhore  of  Maryland,  and  the  lower  Counties  on  Dela¬ 
ware. 

M  Y  efteemed  friend  Abraham  Farrington ,  be- 
A  ing  about  to  make  a  vifit  to  friends  on 
the  eaftern  fide  of  this  province,  and  having  no 
companion  he  propofed  to  me  to  go  with  him  ; 
and  after  a  conference  with  fome  elderly  friends, 
I  agreed  to  go :  So  we  fet  out  the  fifth  day 
of  the  ninth  month,  in  the  Year  1743  ;  had  an 
evening  meeting  at  a  tavern  in  Brunfwick ,  a 
town  in  which  none  of  our  fociety  dwelt  ;  the 
room  was  full,  and  the  people  quiet.  Thence 
to  Amboy ,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  in  the 
court-houle  ;  to  which  came  many  people,  amongft 
whom  were  feveral  members  of  aflembly,  they 
being  in  town  on  the  public  affairs  of  the  pro- 

C  vince  : 
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vince  :  In  both  thefe  meetings  my  antient  com¬ 
panion  was  enlarged  to  preach,  in  the  love  of  the 
gofpel.  Thence  we  went  to  IVoodbridge ,  Raway , 
and  Plainfitld ;  and  had  fix  or  feven  meetings 
in  places  where  friends  meetings  are  not  ufually 
held,  being  made  up  chiefly  of  Prefbyterians, 
and  my  beloved  companion  was  frequently 
ftrengthened  to  publifh  the  word  of  life  amongfp 
them  :  As  for  me,  I  was  often  filent  thro’  the 
meetings  ;  and  when  I  fpake,  it  was  with  much 
care,  that  I  might  fpake  only  what  truth  open¬ 
ed  ;  My  mind  was  often  tender,  and  I  learned 
fome  profitable  leflons.  We  were  out  about  two 
weeks. 


Near  this  time,  being  on  fome  outward  bufi- 
nefs  in  which  feveral  families  were  concerned, 
and  which  was  attended  with  difficulties,  fome 
things  relating  thereto  not  being  clearly  Hated, 
nor  rightly  underfrood  by  all,  there  arofe  fome 
heat  in  the  minds  of  the  parties,  and  one  valuable 
friend  got  off  his  watch  ;  I  had  a  great  regard  for 
him,  and  felt  a  flrong  inclination,  after  matters 
were  fettled,  to  fpeak  to  him  concerning  his  con¬ 
duct  in  that  cafe  ;  but  I  being  a  youth,  and  he 
far  advanced  in  age  and  experience,  my  way  ap¬ 
peared  difficult ;  but  after  fome  days  deliberation, 
and  inward  feeking  to  the  Lord  for  afliftance, 
I  was  made  fubjedt;  fo  that  I  expreft  what  lay  up¬ 
on  me,  in- a  way  which  became  my  youth  and  his 
years  ;  and  though  it  was  a  hard  talk  to  me,  it 
was  well  taken,  and,  I  believe,  was  ufeful  to  us 
both. 


Having 
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Having  now  been  feveral  years  with  my  em¬ 
ployer,  and  he  doing  lefs  at  merchandize  than 
heretofore,  I  was  thoughtful  of  fome  other  way  of 
buhnefs  ;  perceiving  merchandize  to  be  attended 

with  much  cumber  in  the  way  of  trading  in  thefe 
parts. 

My  mind  through  the  power  of  truth,  was  in 
a  good  degree  weaned  from  the  defire  of  out¬ 
ward  greatnefs,  and  I  was  learning  to  be  content 
with  real  conveniences,  that  were  not  coftly  ;  fo 
that  a  way  of  life,  free  from  much  entangle¬ 
ments,  appeared  beft  for  me,  tho’  the  income 
might  be  fmall.  I  had  feveral  offers  of  bufinefs 
that  appeared  profitable,  but  did  not  fee  my  way 
clear  to  accept  of  them ;  as  believing  the  bufinefs 
propofed  would  be  attended  with  more  outward 

care  and  cumber  than  was  required  of  me  to  en¬ 
gage  in. 

I  faw  that  an  humble  man,  with  the  blefling  of 

the  Lord,  might  live  on  a  little  ;  and  that  where 

the  heart  was  fet  on  greatnefs,  fuccefs  in  bufinefs 

did  not  fatisfy  the  craving  ;  but  that  commonly 

with  an  increafe  of  wealth,  the  defire  of  wealth  in- 

creafed.  There  was  a  care  on  my  mind  fo  to  pafs 

my  time,  that  nothing  might  hinder  me  from  the 

moft  Heady  attention  to  the  voice  of  the  true  Shep¬ 
herd. 

My  employer,  tho’  now  a  retailer  of  goods, 
was  by  trade  a  taylor,  and  kept  a  fervant  man 
at  that  bufinefs  ■,  and  I  began  to  think  about 
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learning  the  trade,  expecting,  that  if  I  fhould 
fettle,  I  might,  by  this  trade,  and  a  little  re¬ 
tailing  of  goods,  get  a  living  in  a  plain  way, 
without  the  load  of  great  bufinefs  :  I  mentioned 
it  to  my  employer,  and  we  foon  agreed  on 
teims;  and  then  when  I  had  leifure  from  the 
affairs  of  merchandize,  I  worked  with  his  man. 

I  believed  the  hand  of  Providence  pointed  out 
this  bufinefs  for  me  ;  and  was  taught  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  it,  tho’  I  felt  at  times,  a  difpofition 
that  would  have  fought  for-,  fomething  greater  ; 
But,  throt  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  I  had 
feen  the  happinefs  of  humility,  and  there  was  an 
earneft  defire  in  me  to  enter  deep  into  it ;  and 
at  times  this  delire  arofe  to  a  degree  of  fervent 
fupplication,  wherein  my  foul  was  fo  environed 
with  heavenly  light  and  confolation,  that  things 
were  made  eafy  to  me  which  had  been  otherwife. 

After  fome  time,  my  employer’s  wife  died  * 
fhe  was  a  virtuous  woman,  and  generally  belov¬ 
ed  of  her  neighbours  :  And  foon  after  this,  he 
left  fhopkeeping  ;  and  we  parted.  I  then  wrought 
at  my  trade,  as  a  taylor ;  carefully  attended 
meetings  for  worfhip  and  difcipline ;  and  found 
an  enlargement  of  gofpel  love  in  my  mind,  and 
therein  a  concern  to  vifit  friends  in  fome  of  the 
back  fettlements  of  Pennfylvania  and  Virginia  ;  and 
and  being  thoughtful  about  a  companion,  I  ex- 
preffed  it  to  my  beloved  friend  Ifaac  Andrews , 
who  then  told  me  that  he  had  drawings  to  the 
fame  places  ;  and  alfo  to  go  thro’  Maryland , 
Virginia ,  and  Carolina.  After  confiderable  time 


paft,  and  feveral  conferences  with  him,  I  felt  ea- 
fy  to  accompany  him  throughout  ^  if  way  opened 
for  it.  I  opened  the  cafe  in  our  monthly-meet¬ 
ing,  and  Friends  exprefling  their  unity  there¬ 
with,  we  obtained  certificates  to  travel  as  compa¬ 
nions  ;  his  from  Haddonfield ,  and  mine  from  Burling¬ 
ton, 

We  left  our  province  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
the  third  month,  in  the  year  1746,  and  had 
feveral  meetings  in  the  upper  part  of  Chefter 
county,  and  near  Lancafter  ;  in  fome  of  which 
the  love  of  Chrift  prevailed,  uniting  us  toge¬ 
ther  in  his  fervice.  Then  we  croffed  the  river 
Sufquehannah ,  and  had  feveral  meetings  in  a  new 
fettlement,  called  the  P^ed-Lands  \  the  oldeft  of 
which,  as  I  was  informed,  did  not  exceed  ten 
years.  It  is  the  poorer  fort  of  people  that  com¬ 
monly  begin  to  improve  remote  deferts :  With 
a  fmall  flock  they  have  houfes  to  build,  'lands  to 
clear  and  fence,  corn  to  raife,  cloaths  to  pro¬ 
vide,  and  children  to  educate  ;  that  friends,  who 
vifit  fuch,  may  well  fympathize  with  them  in  their 
hardlhips  in  the  wildernefs  ;  and  tho’  the  beft  en¬ 
tertainment  fuch  can  give,  may  feem  coarfe  to 
fome  who  are  ufed  to  cities,  or  old  fettled  places, 
it  becomes  the  difciples  of  Chrift  to  be  content 
with  it.  Our  hearts  were  fometimes  enlarged  in 
the  love  of  our  heavenly  Father  amongft  thefe 
people  ;  and  the  fweet  influence  of  his  fpirit  fup- 
ported  us  thro’  fome  difficulties  :  To  him  be  the 
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We  pafled  on  to  Manoquacy ,  Fairfax,  Hope- 
well,  and  Shanando ,  and  had  meetings;  fome  of 
which  were  comfortable  and  edifying.  From 
Snanando  we  fet  off  in  the  afternoon  for  the 
.old  fettlements  of  Friends  in  Virginia ;  and  the 
fiift  night,  we,  with  our  guide  lodged  in  the 
woods ;  our  horfes  feeding  near  us  ;  but  he  ber 
ing  poorly  provided  with  a  horfe,  and  we  young 
and  having  good  horfes,  were  free  the  next  day 
to  part  with  him  ;  and  did  fo.  In  two  days 
after,  we  reached  to  our  friend  John  Cheagle’s, 
in  Vi irgima ;  So  we  took  the  meetings  in  our 
way  thro’  Virginia ;  were  in  feme  degree,  bap¬ 
tized  into  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  conditions  of 
the  people  ;  and  our  exercife  in  general  was 
more  painful  in  thefe  old  fettlements,  than  it 
had  been  amongft  the  back  inhabitants  :  but 
thro’  the  goodnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father,  the 
well  of  living  waters  was,  at  times,  opened  to 
our  encouragement,  and  the  refrefhment  of  the 
fincere-hearted.  We  went  on  to  Perquimans ,  in 
North-Carolina ;  had  feveral  meetings,  which  were 
large;  and  found  fome  opennefs  in  thofe  parts, 
and  a  hopeful  appearance  amongft  the  young  peo¬ 
ple.  So  we  turned  again  to  Virginia ,  and  attended 
moft  of  the  meetings  which  we  had  not  been  at 
before,  labouring  amongft  friends  in  the  love  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  ability  was  given  :  And  thence 
went  to  the  mountains,  up  James’s  river  to  a  new 
fettlement;  and  had  feveral  meetings  amongft  the 
people,  fome  ol  whom  had  lately  joined  in  mem- 
berfhip  with  our  fociety. 
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In  our  journey  to  and  fro,  we  found  fome  ho- 
neft-hearted  friends,  who  appeared  to  be  concern¬ 
ed  for  the  caufe  of  truth  among  a  backfliding 
people. 

From  Virginia,  we  crolTed  over  the  river  Patomac, 
at  Hoe' s  ferry,  and  made  a  general  vifit  to  the 
meetings  of  friends  on  the  Weftern  Shore  of  Ma¬ 
ryland  ;  and  were  at  their  quarterly  meeting.  We 
had  fome  hard  labour  amongft  them,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  difcharge  our  duty  honeftly  as  way  open¬ 
ed,  in  the  love  of  truth  :  and  thence  taking  fun- 
dry  meetings  in  our  way,  we  parted  homewards  ; 
where  thro’  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
reached  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month, 
in  the  year  1746;  and  l  may  fay,  that  thro* 
the  afiiftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  mortifies 
felfifh  defires,  my  companion  and  I  travelled  in 
harmony,  and  parted  in  the  nearnefs  of  true  bro¬ 
therly  love. 

Two  things  were  remarkable  to  me  in  this 
journey  :  Firft,  in  regard  to  my  entertainment ; 
when  I  eat,  drank,  and  lodged  free-coft  with 
people,  who  lived  in  eafe  on  the  hard  labour 
of  their  {laves,  I  felt  uneafy  *,  and  as  my  mind 
was  inward  to  the  Lord,  I  found,  from  place 
to  place,  this  uneafinefs  return  upon  me,  at 
times,  thro’  the  whole  vifit.  Where  the  inafters 
bore  a  good  fhare  of  the  burthen,  and  lived  fru¬ 
gally,  fo  that  their  fervants  were  well  provi¬ 
ded  for,  and  their  labour  moderate,  I  felt  more 
e^fy  ;  but  whefe  they  lived  in  a  coftly  way,  and 

laid 
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laid  heavy  burthens  on  their  flaves,  my  exercife 
was  often  great,  and  I  frequently  had  conver- 
fation  with  them,  in  private,  concerning  it.  Se¬ 
condly  :  This  trade  of  importing  Haves  from 
their  native  country  being  much  encouraged  a- 
mongft  them,  and  the  white  people  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  fo  generally  living  without  much  labour,  was 
frequently  the  iubjeft  of  my  ferious  thoughts  : 
And  I  faw  in  thefe  fouthern  provinces  fo  many 
vices  and  corruptions,  increafed  by  this  trade 
and  this  way  of  life,  that  it  appeared  to  me 
as  a  dark  gloominefs  hanging  over  the  land  ;  and 
tho’  now  many  willingly  run  into  it,  yet  in  fu¬ 
ture  the  confequence  will  be  grievous  to  pcf- 
terity;  I  exprefs  it  as  it  hath  appeared  to  me,  not 
at  once,  nor  twice,  but  as  a  matter  fixed  on  my 
mind. 

Soon  after  my  return  home,  I  felt  an  increaf- 
ing  concern  for  our  friends  on  the  fea-coaft  ;  and 
on  the  eight  day  of  the  eighth  month,  in  the 
year  1746,  with  the  unity  of  friends,  and  in 
company  with  my  beloved  friend  and  neighbour 
Peter  Andrews ,  brother  to  my  companion  before- 
mentioned,  we  fet  forward  and  vifited  meetings 
generally  about  Salem ,  Cape  May ,  great  and  little 
Egg  Harbour ;  and  had  meetings  at  Barnagat, 
Manahockin ,  and  Mane-Squaw,  and  fo  to  the  yearly 
meeting  at  Shrewjbury .  Through  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Lord  way  was  opened,  and  the  ftrength  of 
divine  love  was  fometimes  felt  in  our  aflemblies, 
to  the  comfort  and  help  of  thofe  who  were  right¬ 
ly  concerned  before  him.  We  were  out  twenty- 

two 


25 


of  JOHN  WOOL  MAN. 

two  days,  and  rode,  by  computation,  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  miles.  At  Sbrew/bury  yearly  meet¬ 
ing,  we  met  with  our  dear  friends  Michael  Lightfoot 
and  Abraham  Farrington ,  who  had  good  fervice 
there. 

The  winter  following  died  my  eldelt  fifter, 
Elizabeth  Woolman  jun.  of  the  fmall-pox,  aged 
thirty-one  years.  She  was,  from  her  youth  of  a 
thoughtful  difpofition  ;  and  very  compaffionate  to 
her  acquaintance  in  their  ficknefs  or  diftrefs,  be¬ 
ing  ready  to  help  as  far  as  fhe  could.  She  was 
dutiful  to  her  parents  ;  one  inftance  whereof  fol¬ 
lows  : — It  happened  that  fhe,  and  two  of  her  fif- 
ters,  being  then  near  the  eftate  of  young  women, 
had  an  inclination  one  firft  day  after  meeting  to 
go  on  a  vifit  to  fome  other  young  women  at  fome 
diftance  off,  whofe  company,  I  believe,  would 
have  done  them  no  good.  They  expreft  their  de¬ 
fire  to  our  parents  ;  who  were  dilfatisfied  with  the 
propofal,  and  flopped  them.  The  fame  day,  as 
my  fitters  and  I  were  together,  and  they  talking 
about  their  difappointment,.  Elizabeth  expreft  her 
contentment  under  it  fignifying,  fhe  believed  it 
might  be  for  their  good. 

I  » 

A  few  years  after  fhe  attained  to  mature  age, 
thro’  the  gracious  vifitations  of  God’s  love,  fhe 
was  ftrengthened  to  live  a  felt-denying  exemplary 
life,  giving  herfelf  much  to  reading  and  medita¬ 
tion. 


The 
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Beloved  brother  IVoolmany 


In  that  love  which  defires  the  welfare  of  all  men, 
I  write  unto  thee:  I  received  thine,  dated  fecond 
day  of  the  tenth  month  lafl,  with  which  I  was 
comforted.  My  fpirit  is  bowed  with  thankfulnefs 
that  I  fhould  be  remembered,  who  am  unworthy  ; 
but  the  Lord  is  full  of  mercy,  and  his  goodnefs  is 
extended  to  the  rneaneft  of  his  creation  ;  therefore,, 
in  his  infinite  love,  he  hath  pitied  and  fpared  and 
fihewed  mercy,  that  I  have  not  been  cut  off  nor 
quite  loft ;  but,  at  times,  I  am  refrefhed  and  com¬ 
forted  as  with  the  glimpfe  of  his  prefence,  which 
is  more  to  the  immortal  part,  than  all  which  this 
world  can  afford  :  So,  with  defires  for  thy  prefer- 
vation  with  my  own,  I  remain 

thy  affedionate  filler, 


Eliz .  Woolman,  jure 

The  fore  part  of  her  illnefs  (lie  was  in  great 
fadnefs  and  dejection  of  mind,  of  which  fhe  told 
one  or  her  intimate  friends,  and  faid,  when  I  wras 
a  young  girl  I  was  wanton  and  airy,  but  I  thought 
I  had  thoroughly  repented  for  it;  and  added,  I 
have  of  late  had  great  fatisfadion  in  meetings. 
Tho’  flie  w7as  thus  difconfolate,  frill  fhe  retained  a 
hope,  which  was  an  anchor  to  her  :  And  fome  time 
after,  the  fame  friend  came  again  to  fee  her,  to 
whom  fhe  mentioned  her  former  expreflions,  and 

•  faid, 
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faid,  it  is  otherwife  now,  for  the  Lord  hath  re¬ 
warded  me  feven-fold  ;  and  I  am  unable  to  exprefs 
the  greatnefs  of  his  love  manifefted  to  me.  Her 
diforder  appearing  dangerous,  and  our  mother 
being  forrowful,  fhe  took  notice  of  it,  and  faid, 
dear  mother,  weep  not  for  me ;  I  go  to  my  God  : 
and  many  times,  with  an  audible  voice,  uttered 
praife  to  her  Redeemer. 

A  friend  coming  fome  miles  to  fee  her  the 
morning  before  fhe  died,  afked  her  how  fhe  did  ? 
fhe  anfwered  1  have  had  a  hard  night,  but  (hall 
not  have  another  fuch,  for  I  fhall  die,  and  it  will 
be  well  with  my  foul;  and  accordingly  died  the 
next  evening. 

The  following  ejaculations  were  found  amongft 
her  writings  ;  wrote,  I  believe  at  four  times. 

I.  Oh !  that  my  head  were  as  waters,  and  mine 
eyes  as  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  1  might  weep  day 
and  night,  until  acquainted  with  my  God. 

II.  O  Lord,  that  I  may  enjoy  thy  prefence  ;  or 
elfe  my  time  is  loft,  and  my  life  a  fnare  to  my 
foul. 

III.  O  Lord,  that  I  may  receive  bread  from  thy 
table,  and  that  thy  grace  may  abound  in  me. 

IV.  O  Lord,  that  I  may  be  acquainted  wdth  thy 
prefence,  that  I  may  be  feafoned  with  thy  fait,  that 
thy  grace  may  abound  in  me. 
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Of  late  I  found  drawings  in  my  mind  to  vi- 
fit  friends  in  New-England ,  and  having  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  joining  in  company  with  my  be¬ 
loved  friend  Peter  Andrews ;  we,  having  obtain¬ 
ed  certificates  from  our  monthly  meeting,  fet  for¬ 
ward  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  third  month,  in 
the  year  1747,  and  reached  the  yearly  meet¬ 
ing  at  Long-Ifland ;  at  which  were  our  friends 
Samuel  Nottingham  from  England ,  John  Griffith , 
Jane  Plcfkins ,  and  Elizabeth  Hudfon  from  Penn - 
fylvania ,  and  Jacob  Andrews  from  Chejterfield .  Se¬ 
veral  of  whom  were  favoured  in  their  public  ex- 
ercife  ;  and,  thro’  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  we 
had  feme  edifying  meetings.  After  this,  my  com¬ 
panion  and  I  vifited  friends  on  Long-lflartd ;  and, 
thro’  the  mercies  of  God,  we  were  helped  in  the 
work. 


Befides  going  to  the  fettled  meetings  of  friends, 
we  were  at  a  general  meeting  at  Setawket ,  chiefly 
made  up  of  other  focieties  :  And  had  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Oyfter-Bay ,  in  a  dwelling-houfe,  at  which 
were  many  people;  at  the  firfh  of  which  there 
was  not  much  faid  by  way  of  teflimony,  but 
was,  I  believe,  a  good  meeting :  At  the  latter, 
thro’  the  fpringing-up  of  living  waters,  it  was  a 
day  to  be  thankfully  remembered.  Having  vifit¬ 
ed  the  ifland,  we  went  over  to  the  main,  taking 
meetings  in  our  way,  to  Oblong ,  Nine-partners  and 
New- Adi  ford . — In  thefe  back  fettlements  we  met 
with  feveral  people,  who,  thro’  the  immediate 
workings  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  on  their  minds, 
were  drav/n  from  the  vanities  of  the  world, 

to 
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to  an  inward  acquaintance  with  him :  They 
were  educated  in  the  way  the  Picfbytcnans. 

A  confiderable  number  of  the  youth,  members  oi 
that  fociety,  were  ufed  to  fpend  their  time  often  ' 
together  in  merriment,  but  fome  of  the  principal 
young  men  of  that  company  being  vifited  by  the 
powerful  workings  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and 
thereby  led  humbly  to  take  up  his  crofs,  could 
no  longer  join  in  thofe  vanities  ;  and  as  thefe 
flood  ftedfaft  to  that  inward  convincement,  they 
were  made  a  bl effing  to  fome  of  their  former 
companions  ;  fo  that,  thro*  the  power  of  truth, 
feveral  were  brought  into  a  clofe  exercife  concern¬ 
ing  the  eternal  well-being  of  their  fouls.  Theie 
young  people  continued  for  a  time  to  frequent 
their  public  wmrfhip  ;  and  befides  that,  had  meet¬ 
ings  of  their  own  ;  which  meetings  were  a  while 
allowed  by  their  preacher,  who  fometimes  met 
with  them:  but,  in  time,  their  judgment  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion  difagreeing  with  fome  of  the 
articles  of  the  Prefbyterians,  their  meetings  were 
difapproved  by  that  fociety  ^  and  fuch  of  them 
who  flood  firm  to  their  duty,  as  it  v/as  inwardly 
manifefted,  had  many  difficulties  to  go  through  : 
And  their  meetings  were  in  a  while  dropped  ; 
fome  of  them  returning  to  the  Prefbyterians,  and 
others  of  them,  after  a  time,  joined  to  our  religious 
fociety. 

i 

I  had  coverfation  with  fome  of  die  latter, 
to  my  help  and  edification  ;  and  believe  feveral 
of  them  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that 
worfhip,  which  is  performed  in  fpirit  and  in 

truth. 
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truth.  From  whence  accompanied  by  Amos  Dowel 
a  friend  from  Long-IJland ,  we  rode  through  Con¬ 
necticut,  chiefly  inhabited  by  Prefbyterians';  who 
were  generally  civil  to  us,  fo  far  as  I  faw  :  And 
after  three  days  riding,  we  came  amongf!  friends 
in  the  colony  of  Rhode-IJland.  We  vifited  friends 
m  and  about  Newport ,  and  Dartmouth ,  and  gene¬ 
rally  in  thofe  parts ;  and  then  to  Rofton ;  and 
proceeded  eaftward  as  far  as  Dover ;  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Newport ,  and  not  far  from  thence,  we 
met  our  friend  d'homas  Gawthorp  from  England ; 
who  was  then  on  a  vilit  to  thefe  provinces.  From 
Newport  we  failed  to  Nantucket ;  were  there  near  a 
week  ;  and  from  thence  came  over  to  Dartmouth  : 
And  having  finiflied  our  vifit  in  thefe  parts,  we 
croffed  the  Sound  from  New-London  to  Long-IJland ; 
and  taking  fome  meetings  on  the  ifland,  proceed¬ 
ed  homeward  ;  where  we  reached  the  thirteenth 
day  of  the  feventh  month,  in  the  year  1747,  hav¬ 
ing  rode  about  fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  failed 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  this  journey,  I  may  fay  in  general,  we,  were 
fometimes  in  much  weaknefs,  and  laboured  under 
difeouragements  ;  and  at  other  times,  thro’  the 
renewed  manifeltations  of  divine  love,  we  had  fea- 
fons  of  refreshment,  wherein  the  power  of  truth 
prevailed. 

1  .  ■  > 

We  were  taught,  by  renewed  experience,  to 
labour  for  an  inward  ftillnefs  :  at  no  time  to  feek 
for  words,  but  live  in  the  fpirit  of  truth,  and  ut¬ 
ter  that  to  the  people  which  truth  opened  in  us. 

My 


of  JOHN  WOOLMAN.  31 

My  beloved  companion  and  I  belonged  both  to 
one  meeting,  came  forth  in  the  miniftry  near  the 
fame  time,  and  were  inwardly  united  in  the  work: 
He  was  about  thirteen  years  older  than  I,  bore  the 
heaviefl  burthen,  and  was  an  inftrument  of  the 
greateft  ufe. 

O 

Finding  a  concern  to  vifit  friends  in  the  lower 
counties  of  Delaware ,  and  on  the  eaftern  fhore  of 
Maryland ,  and  having  an  opportunity  to  join  with 
my  well-beloved  antient  friend  John  Sykes ,  we  ob¬ 
tained  certificates,  and  fet  off  the  feventh  day  o f 
.the  eighth  month,  in  the  year  1748,  were  at  the 
meetings  of  friends  in  the  lower  counties,  attend¬ 
ed  the  yearly  meeting  at  Little  Creek ,  and  made  a 
vifit  to  moft  of  the  meetings  on  the  Eaftern  Shore ; 
and  fo  home  by  the  way  of  Nottingham  :  Were 
abroad  about  fix  weeks  ;  and  rode,  by  compulati¬ 
on,  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

Our  exercife  at  times,  was  heavy*,  but  thro’  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  we  were  often  refreshed  : 
And  I  may  fay,  by  experience.  44  He  is  a  ftrong 
14  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble.”  Tho*  our  fociety, 
in  thefe  parts,  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  a  declining 
condition  j  yet,  I  believe,  the  Lord  hath  a  people 
amongft  them,  who  labour  to  ferve  him  uprightly, 
but  have  many  difficulties  to  encounter. 


CHAR 
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His  marriage — The  death  of  his  father — His  journeys 
into  the  upper  part  of  New-Jerfey,  and  afterwards 
into  Pennfylvania — Conji derations  on  keeping  faves7 
and  his  vi/its  to  the  families  of  friends  at  feveral 
times  and  places — An  epiftle  from  the  general  meeting 
—His  journey  to  Long-bland — Coujiderations  on 
trading  and  on  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  and  coftly 
apparel — And  his  letter  to  a  friend . 

A  BOUT  this  time  believing  it  good  fo  rme  to  fet- 
^  ^  tie,  and  thinking  ferioully  about  a  companion, 
my  heart  was  turned  to  the  Lord  with  defires  that 
he  would  give  me  wifdom  to  proceed  therein  agree¬ 
able  to  his  will  ;  and  he  was  pleafed  to  give  me  a 
well -inclined  damfel,  Sarah  Ellis  ;  to  whom  I  was 
married  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  eighth  month, 
in  the  year,  i  749. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1750  died  my  father, 
Samuel  fVoolman ,  with  a  fever,  aged  about  fixty 
years. 

In  his  life-time  he  manifefted  much  care  for 

* 

us  his  children,  that  in  our  youth  we  might 
learn  to  fear  the  Lord  ;  often  endeavouring  to 
imprint  in  our  minds  the  true  principles  of  vir¬ 
tue,  and  particularly  to  cherifh  in  us  a  fpirit 
of  tendernefs,  not  only  towards  poor  people, 

but 
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but  alfo  towards  all  creatures  of  which  we  had  the 
command. 

After  rhy  return  from  Carolina  in  the  year 
1746,  I  made  fome  obfervations  on  keeping  Haves, 
which  fometime  before  his  deceafe  I  (hewed  him  ; 
and  he  per u fed  the  manufcript,  propofed  a  few 
alterations,  and  appeared  well  fatisfied  that  l 
found  a  concern  on  that  account  :  And  in  his 
laft  ficknefs,  as  I  was  watching  with  him  one 
night,  he  being  fo  far  fpent  that  there  was  no 
expectation  of  his  recovery,  but  had  the  per¬ 
fect  ufe  of  his  underftanding,  he  afked  me  con¬ 
cerning  the  manufcript,  whether  I  expeCted  foon 
to  proceed  to  take  the  advice  of  friends  in  pub- 
lifting  it  ?  and,  after  fome  converfatiori  there¬ 
on,  faid,  I  have  all  along  been  deeply  affeCted 
with  the  oppreilion  of  the  poor  negroes  ;  and 

now,  at  laft,  my  concern  for  them  is  as  great  as 
ever. 

By  his  direction  I  had  wrote  his  will  in  a  time 
of  health,  and  that  night  he  defired  me  to  read  it 
to  him,  which  1  did  ;  and  he  faid  it  was  agreea¬ 
ble  to  his  mind.  He  then  made  mention  of  his 
end,  which  he  believed  was  now  near  ;  and 
fignified,  that  tho5  he  was  fenfible  of  many  im- 
perfedions  in  the  courfe  of  his  life,  yet  his 
Experience  of  the  power  of  truth,  and  of  the  love 
and  goodnefs  of  God  from  time  to  time,  even  ’till 
now,  was  fuch,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  in 
leaving  this  life  he  ftould  enter  into  one  more 
happy. 

D  The 
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The  next  day  his  filler  Elizabeth  came  to  fee 
him,  and  told  him  of  the  deceafe  of  their  filler 
Anne  ;  who  died  a  few  days  before  •  he' then  faid,  I 
reckon  filler  Anne  was  free  to  leave  this  world  ? 
Elizabeth  faid,  fhe  was ;  he  then  faid,  I  alfo  am  free 
to  leave  it :  and  being  in  great  weaknefs  of  body 
faid,  I  hope  I  fhall  fhortly  go  to  reft.  He  continu¬ 
ed  in  a  weighty  frame  of  mind,  and  was  fenfible 
"till  near  the  laft. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  the  ninth  month,  in  the 
year  1751,  feeling  drawings  in  my  mind  to  vifit 
friends  at  the  Great  Meadows ,  in  the  upper  part  of 
bV \ eft'Jerfty ,  with  the  unity  of  our  monthly-meet¬ 
ing,  I  went  there  ;  and  had  fome  fearching  labori¬ 
ous  exercife  amongft  friends  in  thofe  parts,  and 
found  inward  peace  therein. 

In  the  ninth  month  of  the  year  17 53,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  my  well-efteemed  friend  John  Sykes,  and 
with  the  unity  of  friends,  we  travelled  about  two 
weeks,  vifiting  friends  in  Bucks-County.  We  la¬ 
boured  in  the  love  of  the  gofpel,  according  to  the 
meafure  received  ;  and,  thro1  the  mercies  of  Him, 
who  is  llrength  to  the  poor  who  trull  in  him  : 
We  found  fatisfadlion  in  our  vifit;  and  in  the 
next  winter,  way  opening  to  vifit  friends  families 
within  the  compafs  of  our  monthly-meeting,  partly 
by  the  labours  of  two  friends  from  Pennfylvania ,  I 
joined  in  fome  part  of  the  work  ;  having  had  a 
defire  fome  time,  that  it  might  go  forward  amongft 
us. 

About 
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About  this  time,  a  perfon  at  fome  diftance  lying 
ftck,  h  is  brother  came  to  me  to  write  his  will  ;  I 
knew  he  had  (laves  :  and  aiking  his  brother,  was 
told  he  intended  to  leave  them  as  (laves  to  his 
children.  As  writing  is  a  profitable  employ,  and  as 
offending  fober  people  was  difagreeable  to  my  in¬ 
clination,  I  was  ftraitened  in  my  mind,  but  as  I 
looked  to  the  Lord,  he  inclined  my  heart  to  his 
teftimony  :  And  I  told  the  man,  that  I  believed  the 
practice  of  continuing  (lavery  to  this  people  was 
not  right  ;  and  had  a  fcruple  in  my  mind  againff: 
doing  writings  of  that  kind:  That  tho’  many  in 
our  fociety  kept  them  as  (laves,  (till  I  was  not  ca~ 
fy  to  be  concerned  in  it;  and  defired  to  be  excus¬ 
ed  from  going  to  write  the  will.  I  fpake  to  him  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  and  he  made  no  reply  to 
what  I  faid,  but  went  away  :  He  alfo  had  fome 
concerns  in  the  practice  ;  and  1  thought  he  was 
difpleafed  with  me.  In  this  cafe  I  had  a  frefh  con¬ 
firmation,  that  ading  contrary  to  prefent  outward 
intereft,  from  a  motive  of  divine  love,  and  inward 
regard  to  truth  and  righteoufhefs,  and  thereby 
incurring  the  refentments  of  people,  opens  the  way 
to  a  treafure  better  than  filver,  and  to  a  friendfhip, 
exceeding  the  friendfhip  of  men. 

The  manufcript  before-mentioned  having  laid 
by  me  feveral  years,  the  publication  of  it  refted 
weightily  upon  me  ;  and  this  year  I  offered  it  to 
the  revifal  of  friends,  who,  having  examined  and 

made  fome  fmall  alterations  in  it,  direded  a  num- 

\  * 

ber  of  copies  thereof  to  be  publifhed  and  difperf- 
ed  amongft  friends. 

D  2  In 


]n  the  year  of  1754,  I  found  my  mind  drawn 
to  join  in  a  vifit  to  friends  families  belonging 
to  Chefterjield  monthly  meeting  ;  and  having  the 
approbation  of  our  own,  I  went  to  their  month¬ 
ly ‘meeting  in  order  to  confer  with  friends,  and 
fee  if  way  opened  for  it ;  I  had  a  conference  with 
fome  of  their  members,  the  propofal  having 
been  opened  before  in  their  meeting,  and  one 
friend  agreed  to  join  with  me  as  a  companion 
for  a  beginning ;  but  when  meeting  was  ended, 
I  felt  great  diftrefs  of  mind,  and  doubted  what 
way  to  take,  or  whether  to  go  home  and  wait 
for  greater  clearnefs :  I  kept  my  diftrefs  fecret ; 
and  going  with  a  friend  to  his  houfe,  my  de¬ 
fires  were  to  the  great  Shepherd  for  his  hea¬ 
venly  inftru£tion  ;  and  in  the  morning  I  felteafy  to 
proceed  on  the  vifit,  being  very  low  in  my  mind  : 
and  as  mine  eye  was  turned  to  the  Lord,  waiting  in 
families  in  deep  reverence  before  him,  he  was  pleaf- 
ed  gracioufly  to  afford  help ;  fo  that  we  had  many 
comfortable  opportunities,  and  it  appeared  as  a 
frefh  vifitation  to  fome  young  people:  I  fpent  feveral 
weeks  this  winter  in  the  fervice ;  part  of  which 
time  was  employed  near  home.  And  again  in  the 
following  winter  I  was  feveral  weeks  in  the 
fame  fervice  ;  fome  part  of  the  time  at  Shrew/- 
bury ,  in  company  with  my  beloved  friend  John 
Sykes :  and  have  caufe  humbly  to  acknowledge, 
that  thro’  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  our  hearts 
were,  at  times  enlarged  in  his  love ;  and  ftrength 
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From  a  difagreement  between  the  powers  of 
England  and  France,  it  was  now  a  time  of  trouble 
on  this  continent ;  and  an  epiftle  to  friends  went 
forth  from  our  general  fpring  meeting,  which  I 
thought  good  to  give  a  place  in  this  journal 

An ,  EPISTLE  from  our  general  fpring  meeting 
of  minifters  and  elders  for  Pennfylvania  and  New - 
Jerfey ,  held  at  Philadelphia ,  from  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  the  third  month,  to  the  firft  of  the 
fourth  month,  inclufive,  17  55, 

To  friends  on  the  continent  of  America, 


Dear  friends, 

TN  an  humble  fenfe  of  divine  goodnefs,  and  the 
■  gracious  continuation  of  God’s  love  to  his  peo¬ 
ple,  we  tenderly  falute  you  ;  and  are  at  this  time 
therein  engaged  in  mind,  that  all  of  us  who  pro- 
fefs  the  truth,  as  held  forth  and  publifhed  by  our 
worthy  predeceflors  in  this  latter  age  of  the  world, 
may  keep  near  to  that  life  which  is  the  light  of  men, 
and  be  ftrengthened  to  hold  faft  the  profeflion  of 
our  faith  without  wavering,  that  our  truft  may 
not  be  in  man,  but  in  the  Lord  alone,  who  ruleth 
in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  in  the  kingdoms  of 
men,  before  whom  the  earth  is  as  the  duft  of  the 
“  balance,  and  her  inhabitants  as  grafhoppers,” 
Ifa.x 

We 


\ 
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We  (being  convinced  that  the  gracious  defign 
of  the  Almighty  in  fending  his  Son  into  the 
world,  was  to  repair  the  breach  made  by  difobe- 
dience,  to  finifh  fin  and  tranfgreffion,  that  his 
kingdom  might  come,  and  his  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven)  have  found  it  to 
be  our  duty  to  ceafe  from  thofe  national  con- 
teffs  productive  of  mifery  and  bloodfhed,  and 
fubmit  our  caufe  to  Him  the  Molt  High,  whofe 
tender  love  to  his  children,  exceeds  the  molt 
warm  alTeCtions  of  natural  parents,  and  who 
hath  promifed  to  his  feed  throughout  the  earth, 
as  to  one  individual,  “  I  will  never  leave  thee, 
“  nor  forfake  thee.”  Heb.  xiii.  5.  And  as  we, 
thro’  the  gracious  dealings  of  the  Lord  our  God, 
have  had  experience  of  that  work  which  is  car¬ 
ried  on,  “  not  by  earthly  might,  nor  by  power, 
“  but  by  my  fpirit,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls 
Zech.  iv.  6.  By  which  operation,  that  fpiritual 
kingdom  is  fet  up,  which  is  to  fubdue  and  break 
in  pieces  all  kingdoms  that  oppofe  it,  and  fhall 
ftand  for  ever.  In  a  deep  fenfe  thereof,  and 
of  the  fafety,  liability  and  peace  there  is  in  it, 
we  are  defirous  that  all  who  profefs  the  truth, 
may  be  inwardly  acquainted  with  it,  and  there¬ 
by  be  qualified  to  conducft  in  all  parts  of  our 
life  as  becomes  our  peaceable  profeilion  :  And 
we  trull,  as  there  is  a  faithful  continuance  to 
depend  wholly  upon  the  almighty  arm,  from  one 
generation  to  another,  the  peaceable  kingdom 
will  gradually  be  extended  “  from  fea  to  fea, 
“  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,” 
Zech.  ix.  10.  to  the  completion  of  thofe  prophe- 

fies 
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fies  already  begun,  that  u  nation  (hall  not  lift  up 
“  a  fword  againft  nation,  nor  learn  war  any  more.” 
If  a.  ii.  4.  Micah.  iv.  3. 

And,  dearly  beloved  friends,  feeing  we  have 
thefe  promifes,  and  believe  that  God  is  beginning 
to  fulfil  them,  let  us  conftantly  endeavour  to 
have  our  minds  fufficiently  dilentangled  from 
the  furfeiting  cares  of  this  life,  and  redeemed 
from  the  love  of  the  world,  that  no  earthly 
pofieffions  nor  enjoyments  may  bias  our  judg¬ 
ments,  or  turn  us  from  that  refignation  and  en¬ 
tire  trull  in  God,  to  which  his  bleffing  is  mod 
furely  annexed  ;  then  may  we  fay,  Our  re- 
u  deemer  is  mighty,  he  will  plead  our  caufe  for 
“  us..”  Jtr.  f.  34.  And- if,  for  the  further 
promoting  his  mod  gracious  purpofes  in  the 
earth,  he  fhould  give  us  to  tafte  of  that  bitter 
cup  which  his  faithful  ones  have  often  partook 
of ;  O  that  we  may  be  rightly  prepared  to  receive 
it ! 

:  \  '  ■*  ■ 

And  now  dear  friends,  with  refpedt  to  the 
commotions  and  ftirrings  of  the  powers  of  the 
earth  at  this  time  near  us,  we  are  defirous  that 
none  of  us  mav  be  moved  thereat  ;  c  But  re- 

j 

<  pofe  ourfelves  in  the  munition  of  that  rock 
c  that  ail  thefe  (bakings  (hall  not  move,  even 
c  in  the  knowledge  and  feeling  of  the  eternal 
c  power  of  God,  keeping  us  fubjeftly  given  up 
c  to  his  heavenly  will-,  and  feel  it  daily  to  mor- 
c  tify  that  which  remains  in  any  of  us  which 
*  is  of  this  world  :  for  the  worldly  part  in  any. 
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‘  is  the  changeable  part,  and  that  is  up  and 

t  down’  ful1  and  emPt.y.  joyful  and  forrowful  as 
4  t.  mgs  go  well  or  ill  in  this  world  ;  for  as  the 
truth  is  but  one,  and  many  are  made  partakers 
of  its  fpirit,  fo  the  world  is  but  one,  and 
many  are  made  partakers  of  the  fpirit  of  it  • 
‘and  fo  many  as  do  partake  of  it,  fo  many 
W'l  e  ftiaightened  and  perplexed  with  it;  but 

‘  ,the>'  who  are  ffogle  to  the  truth,  waiting  dai¬ 
ly  to  feel  the  life  and  virtue  of  it  in  their 
‘  hearts?  thefe  (hall  rejoice  in  the  midft  of  adver¬ 
sity,’  and  have  to  experience  with  the  prophet, 
Jhat’,  “  ^though  the  fig-tree  (hall  not  bloffom, 
neither  (laall  fruit  be  in  the  vines  ;  the  labour 
“of  the  olive  (hall  fail,  and  the  fields  (hall 
-  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  lhall  be  cut  off 
“  from  the  fold,  and  there  (hall  be  no  herd  in  the 

“  ftalls’  yet  wi!1  %  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
“joy  in  the  God  of  their  falvation.”  Hab  iii. 

If,  contrary;  to  this,  we  profefs  the  truth,  and 
not  living  under  the  power  and  influence  of  it, 
are  producing  fruits  difagreeable  to  the  puritv 
thereof,  and  trufi:  to  the  ffrength  of  man  to  fup- 
port  ourfelves,  therein  our  confidence  will  be 
vain.  For  he  who  removed  the  hedge  from  his 
vineyard,  and  gave  it  to  be  trodden  under  foot, 
by  reafon  of  the  wild  grapes  it  produced,  {If a.  v. 
5-)  remains  unchangeable  ;  And  if,  for  the  chaf- 
tifement  of  wickednefs,  and  the  further  promo¬ 
ting  his  own  glory,  he  doth  arife,  even  to  (hake 

terribly 
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terribly  the  earth,  who  then  may  oppofe  him,  and 
prolper ! 

We  remain,  jn  the  love  of  the  gofpel,  your 
friends  and  brethren. 

Signed  by  fourteen  friends. 

Scrupling  to  do  writings  relative  to  keeping 
flaves,  having  been  a  means  of  fundry  fmall  trials 
to  me,  in  which  I  have  fo  evidently  felt  my  own 
will  fet  afide,  that  I  think  it  good  to  mention  a 
few  of  them.  Tradefmen  and  retailers  of  goods, 
who  depend  on  their  bufinefs  for  a  living,  are 
naturally  inclined  to  keep  the  good-will  of  their 
cuftomers  ;  nor  is  it  a  pleafant  thing  for  young 
men  to  be  under  any  neceflity  to  queftion  the 
judgment  or  honefty  of  elderly  men,  and  more 
efpecially  of  fuch  who  have  a  fair  reputation. 
Deep-rooted  cuftoms,  tho’  wrong,  are  not  eafily 
altered  ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  every  ope  to  be  firm 
in  that  which  they  certainly  know  is  right  for 
them.  A  charitable  benevolent  man,  well  ac- 
quainted  with  a  pegro,  may,  I  believe,  under  fome 
circumflanees,  keep  him  in  his  family  as  a  fervant, 
on  no  other  motives  than  the  negroe’s  good  ;  but 
man,  as  man,  knows  not  what  (hall  be  after  him, 
nor  hath  he  any  aflurance  that  his  children  will 
attain  to  that  perfection  in  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
neeelfary  rightly  to  exercife  fuch  power  :  Hence 
it  is  clear  to  me,  that  I  ought  not  to  be  the  fcribe 
where  wills  are  drawn,  in  which  fome  children  are 
paade  abfolute  maflers*  over  others  during  life. 

About 
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About  this  time  an  ancient  man  of  good  efteem 
in  the  neighbourhood,  came  to  my  houfe  to  get 
his  will  wrote ;  he  had  young  negroes ;  and  I  afk- 
ed  him  privately  how  he  purpofed  to  difpofe  of 
them  ?  he  told  me  :  I  then  laid,  I  cannot  write 
thy  will  without  breaking  my  own  peace ;  and 
relpe&fully  gave  him  my  reafons  for  it  ;  he  figni- 
fied  that  he  had  a  choice  that  I  fhould  have  wrote 
it  •  but  as  I  could  not,  confiftent  with  my  confci- 


ence,  he  did  not  defire  it  ;  and  fo  he  got  it 
wrote  by  fome  perfon.  And  a  few  years  after, 
there  being  great  alterations  in  his  family,  he 
came  again  to  get  me  to  write  his  will :  His 
negroes  were  yet  young;  and  his  fon,  to  whom 
he  intended  to  give  them,  was,  fince  he  firft 
fpoke  to  me,  from  a  libertine,  become  a  fober 
young  man  ;  and  he  fuppofed,  that  I  would  have 
been  free,  on  that  account,  to  write  it.  We 
had  much  friendly  talk  on  the  fubjed,  and  then 
deferred  it  :  And  a  few  days  after,  he  came 
again,  and  dire&ed  their  freedom  :  and  fo  I  wrote 
his  will. 

Near  the  time  the  laft  mentioned  friend  firft 
fpoke  to  me,  a  neighbour  received  a  bad  bruife 
in  his  body,  and  fent  for  me  to  bleed  him  ; 
which  being  done,  he  defired  me  to  write  his 
will  :  I  took  notes  ;  and  amongft  other  things, 
he  told  me  to  which  of  his  children  he  gave 
his  young  negro :  I  confidered  the  pain  and 
diftrefs  he  was  in,  and  knew  not  how  it  would 
end  ;  fo  I  wrote  his  will,  fave  only  that  part 
concerning  his  Have,  and  carrying  it  to  his 
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bed-fide,  read  it  to  him  :  and  then  told  him  in  a 
friendly  way,  that  I  could  not  write  any  inftru- 
ments  by  which  my  fellow-creatures  were  made 
Haves,  without  bringing  trouble  on  my  own  mind  : 
I  let  him  know  that  I  charged  nothing  for  what 
I  had  done,  and  defired  to  be  excufed  from  doing 
the  other  part  in  the  way  he  propofed  :  We 
then  had  a  ferious  conference  on  the  fubjedf ;  at 
length,  he  agreeing  to  let  her  free,  I  finifhed  his 
will. 

Having  found  drawings  in  my  mind  to  vifit 
friends  on  Long-Ifland ,  after  obtaining  a  certi¬ 
ficate  from  our  monthly-meeting,  I  fet  off'  on 
the  twelfth  day  of  the  fifth  month,  in  the  year, 
1756.  When  I  reached  the  Iffand,  I  lodged 
the  firft  night  at  the  houfe  of  my  dear  friend 
Richard  Hallet :  The  next  day,  being  the  firft 
day  of  the  week,  I  was  at  the  meeting  in  New¬ 
town-,  in  which  we  experienced  the  renewed  ma- 
nifeftations  of  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the 
comfort  of  the  honeft-hearted,  I  went  that  night 
to  Flttfhing ;  and  the  next  day,  in  company  with 
my  beloved  friend  Matthew  Franklin ,  we  crofted 
the  ferry  at  IVhite-Stone  ;  were  at  three  meetings 
on  the  main,  and  then  returned  to  the  ifland ; 
where  I  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  week  in  vifit- 
ing  meetings.  The  Lord,  1  believe,  hath  a  peo¬ 
ple  in  thole  parts,  who  are  honeftly  inclined  to 
ferve  him  ;  but  many,  I  fear,  are,  too  much  clog- 
with  the  things  of  this  life,  and  do  not  come  for¬ 
ward  bearing  the  crofs  in  finch  faithfulnefs  as  he 
calls  for. 

My 
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My  mind  was  deeply  engaged  in  this  vifit, 
both  in  public  and  private;  and,  at  feveral  plai¬ 
ces  where  I  was,  on  obferving  that  they  had 
flave$  I  found  myfelf  under  a  neceflity,  in  a 
friendly  way,  to  labour  with  them  on  that  fub- 
ject ;  expreilmg,  as  way  opened,  the  inconfiftency 
of  that  pradice  with  the  purity  of  the  chriftian  re¬ 
ligion,  and  the  ill  effects  of  it  manifefted  amongft 
us. 


The  latter  end  of  the  week,  their  yearly- 
meeting  began  ;  at  which  were  our  friends  John 
Scarborough ,  Jam  Hojkins ,  and  Sufannah  Brown , 
from  Pmnfylvama :  The  public  meetings  were 
large,  and  meafurably  favoured  with  divine  good-^ 
nefs. 

The  exercife  of  my  mind,  at  this  meeting,  was 
chiefly  on  account  of  thofe  who  were  confides 
ed  as  the  foremofl  rank  in  the  fociety  :  And  in 
a  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  way  opened, 
that  I  expreffed  in  fome  meafure  what  lay  upon  me ; 
and  at  a  time  when  friends  were  met  for  tranfadl- 
ing  the  affairs  of  the  church,  having  fat  a  while 
filent,  I  felt  a  weight  on  my  mind^  and  flood  up ; 
and,  through  the  gracious  regard  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  ftrength  was  given  fully  ro  clear  myfelf  of 
a  burden,  which  for  fome  days  had  been  encreaf* 
ipg  upon  me. 

Through  the  humbling  difpenfation  of  Divine 
Providence,  men  are  fometimes  fitted  for  his  fer- 
yice.  The  meffages  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
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were  To  difagreeable  to  the  people,  and  fc  re- 
verfe  to  the  fpirit  they  lived  in,  that  he  be¬ 
came  the  object  of  their  reproach:  and  in  the 
we&knefs  of  nature,  thought  of  defifting  from 
his  prophetick  office  ;  but  faith  he,  “  His  word 
“  was  in  my  heart  as  a  burning  fire  fhut  up 
“  in  my  bones  ;  and  I  was  weary  with  forbear- 
“  ing,  and  could  not  ftay.”  I  faw  at  this  time, 
that  if  I  was  honeft  in  declaring  that  which 
truth  opened  in  me,  I  could  not  pleafe  all  men ; 
and  laboured  to  be  content  in  the  way  of  my 
duty  however  difagreeable  to  my  own  inclinati¬ 
on.  After  this  I  went  homeward,  taking  ffleod- 
bridge  and  Plainfield  in  my  way  ;  in  both  which 
meetings,  the  pure  influence  of  divine  love  was 
manifefted  ;  in  an  humbling  fenfe  whereof  f 
went  home :  Having  been  out  about  twenty-four 

days,  and  rode  about  three  hundred  and  fixteen 
miles. 

While  I  was  out  on  this  journey,  my  heart 
was  much  affected  with  a  fenfe  of  tire  ftate  of  the 
churches  in  our  fou them  provinces ;  and  be¬ 
lieving  the  Lord  was  calling  me  to  fcme  fur¬ 
ther  labour  amongll  them,  I  was  bowed  in  reve¬ 
rence  before  him,  with  fervent  defires  that  I  might 

find  flrength  to  refign  myfelf  up  to  his  heavenly 
will. 

Until  this  year,  *756.,  I  continued  to  retail 
goods,  befides  following  my  trade  as  a  taylor : 
about  which  time,  I  grew  uneafy  on  account  of 
my  bufjnefs  growing  too  cumberfome.  I  had 

began 
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began  with  felling  trimmings  for  garments,  and 
from  thence  proceeded  to  fell  cloaths  and  linens  ; 
and,  at  length,  having  got  a  confiderable  fhop  of 
goods,  my  trade  increaied  every  year,  and  the 
road  to  large  bufinefs  appeared  open;  but  I  felt  a 
flop  in  my  mind. 

i 

Thro’  the  mercies  of  the  Almighty,  I  had,  in  a 
good  degree  learned  to  be  content  with  a  plain 
way  of  living :  I  had  but  a  fmall  family  ;  and  on 
ferious  confideration,  I  believed  truth  did  not  re¬ 
quire  me  to  engage  in  much  cumbering  affairs  :  it 
had  been  my  general  practice  to  buy  and  fell 
things  really  ufeful  ;  things  that  ferved  chiefly  to 
pleafe  the  vain  mind  in  people,  I  was  not  eafy  to 
trade  in  ;  feldom  did  it  :  and  whenever  I  did,  I 
found  it  weaken  me  as  a  chriftian. 

, 

The  increafe  of  bufinefs  became  my  burden  ; 
for  tho’  my  natural  inclination  was  toward  mer¬ 
chandize,  yet  I  believed  truth  required  me  to  live 
more  free  from  outw’ard  cumbers  :  And  there 
was  now  a  ftrife  in  my  mind  between  the  two ; 
and  in  this  exercife  my  prayers  were  put  up.  to 
the  Lord,  who  gracioufly  heard  me,  and  gave 
me  a  heart  refigned  to  his  holy  will  :  Then  I 
lelfened  my  outward  bufinefs  ;  and  as  I  had  op¬ 
portunity,  told  my  cuftomers  of  my  intentions, 
that  they  might  confider  what  fhop  to  turn  to  : 
and  in  a  while  wholly  laid  down  merchandize, 
following  my  trade  as  a  taylor  ;  myfelf  only, 
having  no  apprentice.  I  alfo  had  a  nurfery  of 
apple-trees ;  in  which  I  employed  feme  of  my 
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time  in  hoeing,  grafting,  trimming,  and  inoculat¬ 
ing.  In  merchandize  it  is  the  cuflom,  where  I 
lived,  to  fell  chiefly  on  credit,  and  poor  peo¬ 
ple  often  get  in  debt ;  and  when  payment  is 
expected,  not  having  whertwith  to  pay,  their 
creditors  often  fue  for  it  at  law.  Having  often 
obferved  occurences  of  this  kind,  I  found  it 
good  for  me  to  advife  poor  people,  to  take  fuch 
goods  as  were  moft  ufeful  and  not  coftly. 

In  the  time  of  trading,  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing,  that  the  too  liberal  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  and  the  cuftom  of  wearing  too  coftly 
apparel,  led  fome  people  into  great  inconvenien- 
cies ;  and  thefe  two  things  appear  to  be  often 
conedted  one  with  the  other  ;  for  by  not  attend¬ 
ing  to  that  ufe  of  things,  which  is  confiftent 
with  univerfal  righteoufnefs,  there  is  an  increafe 
of  labour  which  extends  beyond  what  our  hea¬ 
venly  Father  intends  for  us  :  And  by  great  la¬ 
bour,  and  often  by  much  fweating,  there  is  even 
among  fuch  who  are  not  drunkards,  a  craving  of 
fome  liquors  to  revive  the  fpirits  ;  that  partly  by 
the  luxurious  drinking  of  fome,  and  partly  by  the 
drinking  of  others,  (led  to  it  thro*  immoderate  la¬ 
bour)  very  great  quantities  of  rum  are  every  year 
expended  in  our  colonies ;  the  greater  part  of 
which  we  fhould  have  no  need  of,  did  we  fteadily 
attend  to  pure  wifdom. 

Where  men  take  pleafure  in  feeling  their 
minds  elevated  with  ftrong  drink,  and  fo  indulge 
their  appetite  as  to  diforder  their  underftand- 

ino- 
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ings,  negleft  their  duty  as  members  in  a  family  or 
civil  fociety,  and  caft  off  all  regard  to  religion, 
their  cafe  is  much  to  be  pitied  ;  and  where  fuch 
whofe  lives  are  for  the  moft  part  regular,  and 
whofe  examples  have  a  ftrong  influence  on  the 
minds  of  others,  adhere  to  fome  cuftoms  which 
powerfully  draw  to  the  ufe  of  more  ftrong  liquors 
than  pure  wifdom  allows  ;  this  alfo,  as  it  hinders 
the  fpreading  of  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  and 
ftrengthens  the  hands  of  the  more  exceflive  drink¬ 
ers,  is  a  cafe  to  be  lamented. 

As  every  degree  of  luxury  hath  fome  con- 
nexion  with  evil ;  for  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  dif- 
ciples  of  Chrift,  and  are  looked  upon  as  leaders  of 
the  people,  to  have  that  mind  in  them,  which 
was  alfo  in  Chrift,  and  fo  {land  feparate  from 
every  wrong  way,  is  a  means  of  help  to  the 
weaker.  As  I  have  fometimes  been  much  fpent 
in  the  heat,  and  taken  fpirits  to  revive  me,  I 
have  found  by  experience,  that  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  the  mind  is  not  fo  calm,  nor  fo  fitly  dif- 
pofed  for  divine  meditation,  as  when  all  fuch 
extremes  are  avoided  ;  and  I  have  felt  an  in- 
creafing  care  to  attend  to  that  holy  Spirit  which 
fets  right  bounds  to  our  defires ;  and  leads  thofe 
who  faithfully  follow  it,  to  apply  all  the  gifts 
of  Divine  Providence  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Did  fuch  who  have  the 
care  of  great  eftates,  attend  with  finglenefs  of 
heart  to  this  heavenly  Inftrudtor,  which  fo  opens 
and  enlarges  the  mind,  that  men  love  their 
neighbours  as  themfelves,  they  would  have  wif¬ 
dom 


49 


of  JOHN  WOOLMA  N. 

dom  given  them  to  manage,  without  finding  oc- 
cafion  to  employ  fome  people  in  the  luxuries  of 
life,  or  to  make  it  necelfary  for  others  to  labour 
too  hard  ;  but  for  want  of  fteadi ly  regarding  this 
principle  of  divine  love,  a  felfifh  fpirit  takes  place 
in  the  minds  of  people,  which-  is  attended  with 
darknefs,  and  manifold  confufions  in  flie  world. 

Tho  trading  in  things  ufeful  is  an  honeft  em- 
ploy :  yet,  thro’  the  great  number  of  fuperfluities 
which  are  bought  and  fold,  and  thro’  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  times,  they  who  apply  to  merchandize 
for  a  living,  have  great  need  to  be  well  experien¬ 
ced  in  that  precept  which  the  prophet  Jeremiah  laid 
down  for  his  fcribe  :  “  Seekeft  thou  great  things 

for  thyfelf ?  feek  them  not.” 

In  the  winter,  this  year,  I  was  engaged  with 
friends  in  viliting  families  ;  and  thro’  the  goodnefs 
of  the  Lord,  we  had  often  times  experience  of  his 
heart-tendering  prefence  amongft  us. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  wrote  to  a  friend. 

/ 

J  N  this  thy  late  affli&ion  I  have  found  a  deep 
fellow-feeling  with  thee  ;  and  had  a  fecret  hope 
throughout,  that  it  might  pleafe  the  Father  of 
mercies  to  raife  thee  up,  and  fanftify  thy  troubles 
to  thee ;  that  thou  being  more  fully  acquainted 
with  that  way  which  the  world  efteems  foolifb, 
may  feel  the  cloathing  of  divine  fortitude,  and  be 
lengthened  to  refill  that  fpirit,  which  leads  from 
the  fimplicity  of  the  everlailing  truth. 
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We  may  fee  ourfelves  crippled  and  halting,  and 
from  a  ftrong  bias  to  things  pleafant  and  eafy,  find 
an  impoffibility  to  advance  forward  ;  but  things 
impoffible  with  men  are  poflihle  with  God  ;  and 
our  wills  being  made  fubjeCt  to  his,  all  temptations 
are  ftumountable. 


This  work  of  fubjeCting  the  will,  is  compar¬ 
ed  to  the  mineral  in  the  furnace  ;  which,  thro’ 
fervent  heat,  is  reduced  from  its  firft  principle  : 
cc  Fie  refines  them  as  filver  is  refined — He  fhall 
u  fit  as  a  refiner,  and  purified  of  filver.”  By  thefe 
comparifons,  we  are  inftruCted  in  the  neceffity 
of  the  melting  operation  of  the  hand  of  God 
upon  us,  to  prepare  our  hearts  truly  to  adore 
him,  and  rnanifeft  that  adoration,  by  inwardly 
turning  away  from  that  fpirit  in  all  its  workings, 
which  is  not  of  him.  To  forward  this  work, 
the  all-wife  God  is  fometimes  pleafed,  thror 
outward  diftrefs,  to  bring  us  near  the  gates  of 
death  ;  that  life  being  painful  and  afflicting,  and 
the  profpeCt  of  eternity  open  before  us,  all  earth¬ 
ly  bonds  may  be  loofened,  and  the  mind  pre¬ 
pared  for  that  deep  and  facred  inftruCtion,  wfflich 
otherwife  would  not  be  received.  If  kind  pa¬ 
rents  love  their  children  and  delight  in  their  hap- 
pinefs,  then  He,  who  is  perfeCt  goodnefs  in  fend¬ 
ing  abroad  mortal  contagious,  doth  aifuredly  di¬ 
rect  their  ufe — Are  the  righteous  removed  by  it, 
their  change  is  happy ;  are  the  wicked  taken 
away  in  their  wickednefs,  the  Almighty  is  clear  : 
Do  w'e  pafs  through  with  anguifh  and  great  bit- 
ternefs,  and  yet  recover,  Fie  intends  that  we 
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fhould  be  purged  from  drofs,  and  our  ear  opened 
to  difcipline. 

And' now  on  thy  part,  after  thy  fore  afflicti¬ 
on  and  doubts  of  recovery,  thou  art  again  reftor- 
ed,  forget  not  him  who  hath  helped  thee  ;  but 
in  humble  gratitude  hold  faff;  his  inftru&ions, 
thereby  to  fhun  thofe  bye  paths  which  lead  from 
the  firm  foundation.  I  am  ftnfible  of  that  variety 
of  company,  to  which  one  in  thy  buiinefs  muff;  be 
expofed  :  I  have  plainly  felt  the  force  of  conver¬ 
sation  proceeding  from  men  deeply  rooted  in  an 
earthly  mind,  and  can  fympathize  with  others  in 

fuch  conflicts,  in  that  much  weaknefs  ftill  attends 
me. 

I  find  that  to  be  a  fool  as  to  wordly  wifdom, 
and  commit  my  caufe  to  God,  not  fearing  to  of¬ 
fend  men,  who  take  offence  at  the  fimplicity  of 
truth,  is  the  only  way  to  remain  unmoved  at  the 
fentiments  of  others. 

The  fear  of  man  brings  a  fnare  ;  by  halting  in 
our  duty,  and  giving  back  in  the  time  of  trial,  our 
hands  grow  weaker,  our  fpirits  get  mingled  with 
the  people,  our  ears  grow  dull  as  to  hearing  the 
language  of  the  true  Shepherd  :  that  when  we 
look  at  the  way  of  the  righteous,  it  feems  as  thor 
it  was  not  for  us  to  follow  them. 

There  is  a  love  clothes  my  mind  while  I  write, 
which  is  fuperior  to  all  exprelfions  5  and  I  find  my 
heart  open  to  encourage  a  holy  emulation,  to  ad- 
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vance  forward  in  chriftian  firmnefs.  Deep  humi¬ 
lity  is  a  ftrong  bulwark  *  and  as  we  enter  into  it, 
we  find  fafety  and  true  exaltation  :  The  foolifh- 
nefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  man,  and  the  weaknefs 
of  God  is  flronger  than  man.  Eeing  uncloathed 
of  our  own  wifdom,  and  knowing  the  abafement 
of  the  creature,  therein  we  find  that  power  to 
arife,  which  gives  health  and  vigour  to  us. 


CHAP.  IV. 


His  vijiting  the  families  of  friends  at  Burlington* — His 
journey  to  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
North-Carolina — C.onf derations  on  the  ftate  of 
friends  there  ;  and  the  exercife  he  was  under  in  tra¬ 
velling  among  thofe  fo  generally  concerned  in  keeping 
Jlaves  :  With  fome  obfervations  in  converfation ,  at 
fever al  times ,  on  this  fubjetl — His  epifile  to  friends 
at  New-Garden  and  Crane-Creek —His  thoughts 
on  the  neglehl  of  a  religious  care  in  the  education  of 
negroes . 


HP  H  E  thirteenth  day  of  the  fecond  month,  in 
A  the  year  1757,  being  then  in  good  health, 
and  abroad  with  friends  vifiting  families,  I  lodg¬ 
ed  at  a  friend’s  houfe,  in  Burlington  ;  and  going 
to  bed  about  the  time  ufual  with  me,  I  awoke 

in 
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in  the  night,  and  my  meditations,  as  I  lay, 
were  on  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  the  Lord ; 
in  fenfe  whereof  my  heart  was  contrite  :  Af¬ 
ter  this,  I  went  to  fleep  again  ;  and  fleeping  a 
fhort  time,  I  awoke;  it  was  yet  dark,  and  no 
appearance  of  day  nor  moonfhine  ;  and  as  I 
opened  mine  eyes,  I  faw  a  light  in  my  chamber, 
at  the  apparent  diftance  of  five  feet,  about  nine 
inches  diameter,  of  a  clear  eafy  brightnefs,  and 
near  its  center  the  moft  radiant :  As  I  lay  flill, 
without  any  furprize  looking  upon  it,  words  were 
fpoken  to  my  inward  ear,  which  filled  my  whole 
inward  man  :  They  were  not  the  effe£t  of  thought, 
nor  any  conclufion  in  relation  to  the  appearance, 
but  as  the  language  of  the  Holy  One,  fpoken  in 
my  mind:  the  words  were,  Certain  Evidence 
of  Di  vine  Truth  :  And  were  again  repeated 
exactly  in  the  fame  manner:  whereupon  the  light 
difappeared. 

Feeling  the  exercife  in  relation  to  a  vifit  to 
the  Southern  Provinces  to  increafe  upon  me,  -  I 
acquainted  our  monthly-meeting  therewith,  and 
obtained  their  certificate  :  expecting  to  go  alone, 
one  of  my  brothers  who  lived  in  Philadelphia , 
having  fome  bufmefs  in  North-Car  olim ,  propofed 
going  with  me  part  of  the  way  ;  but  as  he 
had  a  view  of  fome  outward  affairs,  to  accept 
of  him  as  a  companion,  feemed  fome  difficulty 
with  me,  whereupon  I  had  converfation  with 
him  at  fundry  times ;  and,  at  length,  feeling  ea- 
fy  in  my  mind,  I  had  converfation  with  feve- 
ral  elderly  friends  of  Philadelphia  on  the  fubjeft ; 

and 
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snd  he  obtaining  a  certificate  fuitable  to  the  occa¬ 
sion*  we  fet  off  in  the  fifth  month  of  the  year 
1757  i  anc*  coming  to  Nottingham  weekday  meet¬ 
ing,  lodged  at  John  Churchman? s  and  here  I  met 
with  our  Inend  Benjamin  Buffington ,  from  New-En - 
gland. ,  who  was  returning  from  a  vifit  to  the  &M/A- 

Provinces.  Thence  v/e  croffed  the  river  Sufque * 
hannah ,  and  lodged  at  William  Cox' s  in  Maryland  ; 
and  foon  after  I  entered  this  province,  a  deep 
and  painful  exercife  came  upon  me,  which  I  often 
had  feme  feeling  of,  fince  my  mind  was  drawn 
toward  thefe  parts,  and  with  which  I  had  acquaint¬ 
ed  my  brother  before  we  agreed  to  join  as  compa¬ 
nions. 

As  the  people  in  this  and  the  Southern  Provinces 
live  much  on  the  labour  of  flaves,  many  of  whom 
are  ufed  hardly,  my  concern  was,  that  I  might  at¬ 
tend  with  fmglenefs  of  heart  to  the  voice  of  the 
true  Shepherd,  and  be  fo  fupported  as  to  remain 

unmoved  at  the  faces  of  men. 

•  / 

I 

As  it  is  common  for  friends  on  fuch  a  vifit  to 
have  entertainment  free  of  coft,  a  difficulty  arofe 
in  my  mind  with  refpeft  to  faving  my  money  by 
kindnefs  received,  which  to  me  appeared  to  be  the 
gain  of  oppreffion. 

Receiving  a  gift,  confidered  as  a  gift,  brings 
the  receiver  under  obligations  to  the  benefactor, 
and  has  a  natural  tendency  to  draw  the  obliged 
into  a  party  with  the  giver.  To  prevent  diffi- 

cubies  of  this  kind,  and  to  preferve  the  minds 
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of  judges  from  any  bias,  was  that  divine  prohibi¬ 
tion  :  u  Thou  fhalt  not  receive  any  gift ;  for  a 
“  gift  blindeth  the  wife,  and  preverteth  the  words 
“  of  the  righteous.”  Exod.  xxiii.  8.  As  the  dif- 
ciples  were  fent  forth  without  any  provifion  for 
their  journey,  and  our  Lord  faid  the  workman 
is  worthy  of  his  meat,  their  labour  in  the  gof- 
pel  was  confidered  as  a  reward  for  their  enter¬ 
tainment,  and  therefore  not  received  as  a  gift; 
yet,  in  regard  to  my  prefent  journey,  I  could 
not  fee  my  way  clear  in  that  refped.  The  dif¬ 
ference  appeared  thus  :  The  entertainment  the 
difciples  met  with,  was  from  fucli  whofe  hearts 
God  had  opened  to  receive  them,  from  a  love 
to  them,  and  the  truth  they  publifhed  ;  but  we, 
confidered  as  members  of  the  fame  religious  fo- 
ciety,  look  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  civility  to  re¬ 
ceive  each  other  in  fuch  vifits  ;  and  luch  recep¬ 
tion,  at  times,  is  partly  in  regard  to  reputation, 
and  not  from  an  inward  unity  of  heart  and  fpirit. 
Conduct  is  more  convincing  than  language  ;  and 
where  people,  by  their  adtions,  manifeft  that  the 
llave-trade  is  not  fo  difagreeable  to  their  prin¬ 
ciples  but  that  it  may  be  encourged,  there  is 
not  a  found  uniting  with  feme  friends  who  vifit 
them. 

The  profpedt  of  fo  weighty  a  work,  and  be¬ 
ing  fo  difti nguifhed  from  many  who  I  efteemed 
before  myfelf,  brought  me  very  low;  and  fuch 
were  the  confiidls  of  my  foul,  that  I  had  a  near 
fympathy  with  the  prophet,  in  the  time  of  his 
\veaknefs,  when  he  faid,  If  thou  deal  thus 
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with  me,  kill  me,  I  pray  thee,  if  I  have  found 
“  favour  in  thy  fight  •”  Num.  xi.  15.  but  I  foon 
faw  that  this  proceeded  from  the  want  of  a  full 
refignation  to  the  divine  will.  Many  were  the 
afflictions,  wich  attended  me  ;  and  in  great  a- 
baAement,  with  many  tears,  my  cries  were  to 
the  Almighty,  for  his  gracious  and  fatherly  af- 
fiftance ;  and  then,  after  a  time  of  deep  trial, 
I  was  favoured  to  underftand  the  ftate  mention¬ 
ed  by  the  pfalmift,  more  clearly  than  ever  I  had 
before  ;  to  wit  :  u  My  foul  is  even  as  a  wean¬ 
ed  child. ”  Pfalm  cxxxi.  2.  Being  thus  helped 
to  fink  down  into  refignation,  I  felt  a  deliver¬ 
ance  from  that  tempeft  in  which  I  had  been 
forely  exercifed,  and  in  calmnefs  of  mind  went 
forward,  trufting  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
I  faithfully  attended  to  him,  would  be  a  coun¬ 
cilor  to  me  in  all  difficulties  ;  and  that  by  his 
ftrength  I  fhould  be  enabled,  even  to  leave  mo¬ 
ney  with  the  members  of  fociety  where  I  had 
entertainment,  when  I  found  that  omitting  of  it, 
would  obftruCl  that  work  to  which  I  believed 
he  had  called  me  :  And  as  I  copy  this  after  my 
return,  I  may  here  add,  that  oftentimes  I  did 
fo,  under  a  fenfe  of  duty ;  the  way  in  which 
I  did  it  was  thus  :  When  I  expected  foon  to 
leave  a  friend’s  houfe  where  I  had  entertain¬ 
ment,  if  I  believed  that  I  fhould  not  keep  clear 
from  the  gain  of  oppreffion  without  leaving  mo- 
ney,  I  fpoke  to  one  of  the  heads  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  privately,  and  defired  them  to  accept  of 
thofe  pieces  of  filver,  and  give  them  to  fuch  of 
their  negroes  as  they  believed  would  make  the 
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beft  ufe  them  *,  and  at  other  times,  I  gave  them 
to  the  negroes  myfelf,  as  the  way  looked  cleareft 
to  me  :  As  I  expe&ed  this  before  I  came  out,  I 
had  provided  a  large  number  of  fmall  pieces  ;  and 
thus  offering  them  to  fome  who  appeared  to  he 
wealthy  people,  was  a  trial  both  to  me  and  them  ; 
but  the  fear  of  the  Lord  fo  covered  me  at  times, 

1  •  .  ■  .i 

that  my  way  was  made  eafier  than  I  expe&ed  ;  and 
few,  if  any,  manifefted  any  refentment  at  the  of¬ 
fer,  and  molt  of  them,  after  fome  talk,  accepted 
of  them. 

The  feventh  day  of  the  fifth  month,  in  the  year 
1757,  lodged  at  a  friend’s  houfe ;  and  the  next 
day,  being  the  firfh  of  the  week,  was  at  Potapfco 
meeting ;  tfien  croffed  Patuxent  river,  and  lodged' 
at  a  publick-houfe. 

On  the  ninth,  breakfafted  at  a  friend’s  houfe  ; 
who  afterward,  putting  us  a  little  on  our  way, 
I  had  converfation  with  him,  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  concerning  his  flaves ;  in  which  my 
heart  was  tender,  and  I  ufed  much  plainnefs  of 
fpeech  with  him,  which  he  appeared  to  take 
kindly.  We  purfued  our  journey  without  ap¬ 
pointing  meetings,  being  preffed  in  my  mind  to 
be  at  the  yearly-meeting  in  Virginia  ;  and  in 
my  travelling  on  the  toad,  I  often  felt  a  cry 
rife  from  the  center  of  my  mind3  thus  :  O  Lord, 
I  am  a  ftranger  on  the  earth,  hide  not  thy  face 
from  me.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  the  fifth 
month,  we  croffed  the  rivers  Patowmack  and 
Papahannock ,  and  lodged  at  Port-Royal ,  and  on 
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way  we  happening  in  company  with  a  colonel 
of  the  militia,  who  appeared  to  be  a  thoughtful 
man  ;  .  1  took  occafion  to  remark  on  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  general  betwixt  a  people  ufed  to  labour 
moderately  for  their  living,  training  up  their  chil¬ 
dren  in  frugality  and  bufinefs,  and  thole  who 
live  on  the  labour  of  flaves ;  the  former,  in  my 
view,  being  the  moil  happy  life  :  W  ith  which 
he  concurred,  and  mentioned  the  trouble  arifing 
from  the  untoward,  flothful  difpofition  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  ;  adding,  that  one  of  our  labourers  would  do 
as  much  in  a  day  as  two  of  their  flaves.  I  replied, 
that  free  men,  whofe  minds  were  properly  on  their 
bufinefs,  found  a  fatisfadtion  in  improving,  culti¬ 
vating,  and  providing  for  their  families;  but  ne¬ 
groes,  labouring  to  fupport  others  who  claim  them 
as  their  property,  and  expedt  nothing  but  flavery 
during  life,  had  not  the  like  inducement  to  be  in- 
duftrious. 


After  fome  further  converfation,  I  faid,  that 
men  having  power,  too  often  mifapplied  it ;  that 
tho’  we  made  flaves  of  the  negroes,  and  the 
Turks  made  flaves  of  the  Chriftians ,  I  however 
believed  that  liberty  was  the  natural  right  of 
all  men  equally  :  Which  he  did  not  deny  ;  but 
faid,  the  lives  of  the  negroes  were  fo  wretched 
in  their  own  country,  that  many  of  them  lived 
better  here  than  there :  I  only  faid,  there  is  great 
odds  in  regard  to  us,  on  what  principle  we  adf  ; 
and  fo  the  converfation  on  that  fubjedt  ended  : 
And  I  may  here  add,  that  another  perfon,  fome 
time  afterward,  mentioned  the  wretchednefs  of 
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the  negroes,  occafioned  by  their  inteftine  wars, 
as  an  argument  in  favour  of  our  fetching  them 
away  for  flaves :  to  which  I  then  replied,  if 
companion  on  the  Africans ,  in  regard  to  their 
domeftic  troubles,  were  the  real  motives  of  our 
purchafing  them,  that  fpirit  of  tendernefs  being 
attended  to,  would  incite  us  to  ufe  them  kind¬ 
ly  ;  that  as  ftrangers  brought  out  of  affliction, 
their  lives  might  be  happy  among  us  ;  and  as 
they  are  human  creatures,  whofe  fouls  are  as 
precious  as  ours,  and  who  may  receive  the  fame 
help  and  comfort  from  the  holy  fcriptures  as 
we  do,  we  could  not  omit  fuitable  endeavours 
to  inftruCt  them  therein  ;  but  while  we  mani- 
feft  by  our  conduct,  that  our  views  in  purchaf¬ 
ing  them  are  to  advance  ourfelves ;  and  while 
our  buying  captives  taken  in  war,  animates  thofe 
parties  to  pufh  on  the  war,  and  increafe  defo- 
lation  amongft  them  ;  to  fay  they  live  unhappy 
in  Africa,  is  far  from  being  an  argument  in  our 
favour  :  And  I  further  faid,  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  thefe  provinces  to  me  appear  difficult ; 
that  the  (laves  look  like  a  burthenfome  ftone  to 
fuch  who  burthen  themfelves  with  them  ;  and  that 
if  the  white  people  retain  a  refolution  to  prefer  their 
outward  profpefts  of  gain  to  all  other  confiderati- 
ons,  and  do  not  a£t  confcientioufly  toward  them  as 
fellow -creatures,  I  believe  that  burden  will  grow 
heavier  and  heavier,  ’till  times  change  in  a  way 
difagreeable  to  us  :  at  which  the  perfon  appear¬ 
ed  very  ferious ;  and  owned,  that  in  confidering 
their  condition,  and  the  manner  of  their  treat- 
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ment  in  thefe  provinces,  he  had  fome  times 

thought  it  might  be  juft  in  the  almighty  fo  to 
order  it. 

4 

Having  thus  travelled  through  Maryland ,  we 
came  amongft  friends  at  Cedar-Creek  in  Virginia,  on 
tl?e  twelfth  day  of  the  fifth  month  ;  and  the 
next  day  rode,  in  company  with  feveral  friends, 
a  day  s  journey  to  Camp-Creek ;  and  as  I  was  ri¬ 
ding  along  in  the  morning,  my  mind  was  deep¬ 
ly  affecfted  in  a  lenle  I  had  of  the  want  of  divine 
aid  to  fupport  me,  in  the  various  difficulties  which 
attended  me  ;  and  in  an  uncommon  diftrefs  of 
mind,  I  cried  in  fecret  to  the  Moil  High,  O 
Lord  be  merciful,  I  befeech  thee  to  thy  poor 
afflicted  creature.  After  fome  time,  I  felt  inward 
relief;  and  foon  after,  a  friend  in  company  began 
to  talk  in  fupport  of  the  fiave-trade,  and  faid, 
the  negroes  were  underftood  to  be  the  offspring 
of  Cain,  their  blacknefs  being  the  mark  God  fet 
upon  him,  after  he  murdered  Abel  his  brother;  that 
n  was  the  defign  of  Providence  they  fhould  be 
Haves,  as  a  condition  proper  to  the  race  of  fo 
wicked  a  man  as  Cain  was  :  Then  another  fpake 
in  iupport  of  what  had  been  faid.  To  all  which, 

I  replied  in  fubftance  as  follows  ;  That  INoah  and 
Ins  family  were  all  who  furvived  the  flood,  accord¬ 
ing  to  lcnpture  ;  and  as  Noah  was  of  Seth's  race, 
the  family  of  Cain  was  wholly  deftroyed.  One 
them  faid,  that  after  the  flood  Ham  went 
the  land  of  Nod,  and  took  a  wife  ;  that 
was  a  land  far  diftant,  inhabited  by  Cain's 
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race,  and  that  the  flood  did  not  reach  it  •  and 
as  Ham  was  fentenced  to  be  a  fervant  of  fer- 
vants  to  his  brethren,  thefe  two  families  being 
thus  joined,  were  undoubtedly  fit  only  for  flaves. 
I  replied,  the  flood  was  a  judgment  upon  the 
w'orld  for  their  abominations  ;  and  it  was  grant¬ 
ed,  that  Cain's  flock  was  the  moft  wicked,  and 
therefore  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  they  were  fpar- 
ed  :  As  to  Ham's  going  to  the  land  of  Nod 
for  a  wife,  no  time  being  fixed,  Nod  might 
be  inhabited  by  fome  of  Ndah's  family,  before 
Ham  married  a  fecond  time  :  moreover  the  text 
faith,  u  That  all  flefh  died  that  moved  upon  the 
“  earth.”  Gen.  vii.  21.  I  further  reminded  them, 
how  the  prophets  repeatedly  declare,  u  that  the 
“  fon  fhall  not  fuflfer  for  the  iniquity  of  the 
“  father  :  but  every  one  be  anfwerable  for  his 
u  own  fins.”  I  was  troubled  to  perceive  the 
darknefs  of  their  imaginations  *  and  in  fome 
preffure  of  fpirit  faid,  the  love  of  eafe  and  gain 
are  the  motives  in  general  of  keeping  flaves,  and 
men  are  wont  to  take  hold  of  weak  arguments 
to  fupport  a  caufe  which  is  unreafonable  ;  and 
added,  1  have  no  interefl  on  either  fide,  fave 
only  the  interefl  which  I  defire  to  have  in  the 
truth  :  And  as  I  believe  liberty  is  their  right, 
and  fee  they  are  not  only  deprived  of  it,  but 
treated  in  other  refpedts  with  inhumanity  in 
many  places,  I  believe  He,  who  is  a  refuge  for 
the  opprefled,  will,  in  his  own  time,  plead  their 
caufe  4  and  happy  will  it  be  for  fuch,  who  walk  in 
uprightnefs  before  him :  And  thus  our  converfa- 
tion  ended. 

On 
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On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fifth  month 
I  was  at  Camp-Creek  monthly -meeting,  and  then 
tode  to  the  mountains  up  James-River ,  and  had 
a  meeting  at  a  friend’s  houfe ;  in  both  which  I 
felt  forrow  of  heart,  and  my  tears  were  pour¬ 
ed  out  before  the  Lord,  who  was  pleafed  to  af¬ 
ford  a  degree  of  ftrength,  by  which  way  was 
opened  to  clear  my  mind  amongfl  friends  in 
thole  places.  From  thence  I  went  to  Fork-Creek , 
and  fo  to  Cedar-Creek  again  ;  at  which  place  I 
now  had  a  meeting  ;  here  I  found  a  tender  feed  ; 
and  as  I  was  preferved  in  the  miniftry  to  keep 
low  in  the  truth ;  the  fame  truth  in  their  hearts 
anfwered  it,  that  it  was  a  time  of  mutual  re- 
frefhment  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  I  lodg¬ 
ed  at  James  Standby's,  father  of  William  Stand- 
ley,  one  of  the  young  men  who  buffered  im- 
prifonment  at  Winchefter  laft  fummer,  on  account 
of  their  teftimony  againft  fighting ;  and  I  had 
iome  fatisfadtory  converfation  with  him  concern¬ 
ing  it.  Hence  I  went  to  the  Swamp-meeting,  and 
to  W ayanoke-meeting  :  and  then  croffed  James-River, 
and  lodged  near  Burleigh.  From  the  time  of  my 
entering  Maryland  I  have  been  much  under  forow, 
which  of  late  fo  encreafed  .upon  me  that  my  mind 
was  almofl:  overwhelmed  ;  and  I  may  fay  with 
the  pfalmift,  “  in  my  diftrefs  I  called  upon  the 
44  Lord,  and  cried  to  my  God  who,  in  in¬ 
finite  goodnefs,  looked  upon  my  affliction,  and 
in  my  private  retirement  fent  the  Comforter  for 
my  relief ;  for  which  I  humbly  blefs  his  holy 
name. 
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The  fenle  I  had  of  the  ftate  of  the  church¬ 
es,  brought  a  weight  of  diftrefs  upon  me  :  The 
gold  to  me  appeared  dim,  and  the  fine  gold 
changed  ;  and  tho’  this  is  the  cafe  too  general¬ 
ly,  yet  the  fenfe  of  it  in  thefe  parts  hath,  in  a 
particular  manner,  born  heavy  upon  me.  It 
appeared  to  me,  that  thro’  the  prevailing  of  the 
fpirit  of  this  world,  the  minds  of  many  were 
brought  to  an  inward  defolation  ;  and  inftead  of 
the  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  and  heaven¬ 
ly  wifdom,  which  are  the  neceffary  companions 
of  the  true  flheep  of  Chrift,  a  fpirit  of  fierce-* 
nefs,  and  the  love  of  dominion,  too  generally 
prevailed.  From  fmall  beginnings  in  errors, 
great  buildings,  by  degrees  are  railed ;  and  From 
one  age  to  another  are  more  and  more  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  general  concurrence  of  the  people  ; 
and  as  men  obtain  reputation  by  their  profeili- 
on  of  the  truth,  their  virtues  are  mentioned  as 
arguments  in  favour  of  general  error  ;  and  thole 
of  lefs  note,  to  juftify  themfelves,  fay  fuch  and 
fuch  good  men  did  the  like.  By  what  other 
fteps  could  the  people  of  Judah  arife  to  that 
height  in  wickednefs,  as  to  give  juft  ground  for 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  to  declare  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  “  that  none  calleth  for  juftice,  nor  any  piead- 
u  eth  for  truth  Ifaiah  lix.  4.  Or  for  the  Al¬ 
mighty  to  call  upon  the  great  city  of  Jerufalem , 
juft  before  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  u  If  ye  can 
u  find  a  man,  if  there  be  any  who  executeth 
66  judgment,  that  feeketh  the  truth,  and  1  will 
“  pardon  it.”  Jer .  v.  1.  The  profpedl  of  a  road 
lying  open  to  the  fame  degeneracy,  in  fome  parts 

of 
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of  this  newly  fettled  land  of  America ,  in  refpeft  to 
our  condudt  toward  the  negroes,  hath  deeply 
bowed  my  mind  in  this  journey  ;  and  tho’  to 
biiefly  relate  how  theie  people  are  treated  is  no 
agreeable  work  ;  yet,  after  often  reading  over  the 
notes  I  made  as  I  travelled,  I  find  my  mind  en¬ 
gaged  to  preferve  them.  Many  of  the  white  peo¬ 
ple  in  thofe  provinces  take  little  or  no  care  of  ne¬ 
gro  marriages ;  and  when  negroes  marry  after 
their  own  way,  fome  make  fo  little  account  of 
thofe  marriages,  that  with  views  of  outward  inter- 
eft,  they  often  part  men  from  their  wives  by  fel- 
Img  them  far  afunder  ;  which  is  common  when 
eftates  are  fold  by  executors  at  vendue.  Many 
whofe  labour  is  heavy,  being  followed,  at  their  bu- 
finefs  in  the  field,  by  a  man  with  a  whip,  hired 
for  that  purpofe,  have  in  common  little  elfe  al¬ 
lowed  but  one  peck  of  Indian  corn  and  fome  fait 
for  one  week,  with  a  few  potatoes  ;  the  potatoes 
they  commonly  raife  by  their  labour  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  week. 

The  correction  enfuing  on  "their  difobedience 
to  overfeers,  or  flothfulnefs  in  bufinefs,  is  often  ve¬ 
ry  fevere,  and  fometimes  defperate. 

Men  and  women  have  many  times  fcarce  cloaths 
enough  to  hide  their  nakednefs,  and  boys  and 
girls,  ten  and  twelve  years  old,  are  often  quite 
naked  amongft  their  matter's  children :  Some 
of  our  fociety,  and  fome  of  the  fociety  called 
new-lights,  life  fome  endeavours  to  inftrudt  thofe 
they  have  in  reading  ;  but  in  common  this  is 

not 
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not  only  neglected,  but  difapproved.  Thefe  are 
the  people  by  whofe  labour  the  other  inhabitants 
are  in  a  great  meafure  fupported,  and  many  of 
them  in  the  luxuries  of  life  :  Thefe  are  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  made  no  agreement  to  ferve  us} 
and  who  have  not  forfeited  their  liberty  that  we 
know  of :  Thefe  are  the  fouls  for  whom  (Thrift 
died  ;  and  for  our  conduct  toward  them,  we  muft 
anfwer  before  Him  who  is  no  refpe&er  of  per- 
fons. 

They  who  know  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus 
Chrift  whom  he  hath  fent,  and  are  thus  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  merciful,  benevolent,  gofpel  fpirit,  will 
therein  perceive  that  the  indignation  of  God  is 
kindled  againft  oppreffion  and  cruelty ;  and  in  be¬ 
holding  the  great  diftrefs  of  fo  numerous  a  peo¬ 
ple,  will  find  caufe  for  mourning. 

From  my  lodgings  1  went  to  Burleigh  meeting, 
where  I  felt  my  mind  drawn  into  a  quiet  re- 
figned  ftate ;  and  after  long  filence,  1  felt  an 
enSaSement  ftand  up  ;  and  thro’  the  power¬ 
ful  operation  of  divine  love,  we  were  favoured 
with  an  edifying  meeting.  The  next  meeting 
we  had  was  at  Black-Water ;  and  fo  to  the 
yearly-meeting  at  the  WeJ tern- Branch  ;  when  bu- 
finefs  began,  fome  queries  were  confidered,  by 
fome  of  their  members,  to  be  now  produced  ; 
and  if  approved,  to  be  anfwered  hereafter  by 
their  refpedtive  monthly-meetings.  They  were 
the  Pennfylvania  queries,  which  had  been  exa¬ 
mined  by  a  committee  of  Virginia  yearly-meet- 
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ing  appointed  the  laft  year,  who  made  fome 
alterations  in  therh ;  one  of  which  alterations 
was  made  in  favour  of  a  cuftom  which  troubled 
me.  1  he  query  was,  “  Are  there  any  concerned 
in  the  importation  of  negroes,  or  buying  them 
after  imported  ?”  which  they  altered  thus  :  66  Are 
there  any  concerned  in  the  importation  of  ne¬ 
groes,  or  buying  them  to  trade  in  ?”  As  one  que¬ 
ry  admitted  with  unanimity  was,  u  Are  any  con¬ 
cerned  in  buying  or  vending  goods  unlawfully 
imported,  or  prize  goods  ?”  I  found  my  mind 
engaged  to  fay,  that  as  we  profefs  the  truth, 
and  were  there  affembled  to  fupport  the  tefti- 
mony  of  it,  it  was  neceffary  for  us  to  dwell 
deep,  and  aft  in  that  wifdom  which  is  pure  ; 
or  otherwife  we  could  not  profper.  I  then  men¬ 
tioned  their  alteration  ;  and,  referring  to  the  laft 
mentioned  query,  added,  as  purchafing  any  mer¬ 
chandize  taken  by  the  fw^ord,  was  always  allowed 
to  be  inconfiftent  with  our  principles  ;  negroes 
being  captives  of  war,  or  taken  by  Health,  thofe 
circumftances  make  it  inconfiftent  with  our  tef- 
timony  to  buy  them;  and  their  being  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures,  who  are  fold  as  Haves,  adds  great¬ 
ly  to  the  iniquity.  Friends  appeared  attentive 
to  what  w'as  faid  ;  fome  expreffed  a  care  and 
concern  about  their  negroes  ;  none  made  any 
objeftion,  by  wray  of  reply  to  what  I  faid  ;  but 
the  query  was  admitted  as  they  had  altered  it. 
As  fome  of  their  members  have  heretofore  tra¬ 
ded  in  negroes,  as  in  other  merchandize,  this 
query  being  admitted,  will  be  one  ftep  further 
than  they  have  hitherto  gone  :  and  I  did  not 

fee 


of  JOHN  WOOLMAN.  67 

it  my  duty  to  prefs  for  an  alteration;  but  felt 
eafy  to  leave  it  all  to  Him,  who  alone  is  able 
to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  mighty,  and  make 
way  for  the  fpreading  of  truth  on  the  earth,  by 
means  agreeable  to  his  infinite  wifdom.  But  111 
regard  to  thofe  they  already  had,  I  felt  my 
mind  engaged  to  labour  with  them  ;  and  faid, 
that,  as  we  believe  the  fcriptures  were  given 
forth  by  holy  men,  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  many  of  us  know  by  experi¬ 
ence  that  they  are  often  helpful  and  comforta¬ 
ble,  and  believe  ourfelves  bound  in  duty  to  teach 
our  children  to  read  them:  I  believe,  that  if  we 
were  diverted  of  all  felfifh  views,  the  fame  good 
fpirit  that  gave  them  forth,  would  engage  us  to 
teach  the  negroes  to  read,  that  they  might  have 
the  benefit  of  them  :  Some  there  were  amongfl: 
them,  who  at  this  time,  manifefted  a  concern  in 

regaid  to  taking  more  care  in  the  education  of 
their  negroes. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  fifth  month, 

at  the  houfe  where  I  lodged,  was  a  meeting  of 

minirters  and  elders,  at  the  ninth  hour  in  the 
•  + 

morning ;  at  which  time  I  found  an  engagement 
to  (peak  freely  and  plainly  to  them  concerning 
their  flaves  ;  mentioning,  how  they,  as  the  firrt 
rank  in  the  fociety,  whofe  conduct  in  that  cafe 
was  much  noticed  by  others,  were  under  the 
ftronger  obligations  to  look  carefully  to  them- 
felves  :  Exprefling  how1  needful  it  was  for  them 
in  that  fituation,  to  be  thoroughly  diverted  of 
all  felfifh  views  ;  that  living  in  the  pure  truth, 

F  2  and 


68 


The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

and  acting  confcientioufly  toward  thofe  people  in 
their  education  and  otherwile,  they  might  be  in- 
ftrumental  in  helping  forward  a  work  fo  exceed- 
ingly  neceffary,  and  fo  much  neglefted  amongft 
them.  At  the  twelfth  hour  the  meeting  of  wor¬ 
ship  began  ;  which  was  a  folid  meeting. 

i  ^  * 

On  the  thirtieth  day,  about  the  tenth  hour, 
friends  met  to  finish  their  bufinefs,  and  then  the 
meeting  for  worfhip  enfued,  which  to  me  was 
a  laborious  time  ;  but  thro’  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord,  truth,  I  believe,  gained  fome  ground  ;  and 
it  was  a  {Lengthening  opportunity  to  the  honeft- 
hearted. 

About  this  time  I  wrote  an  epiftle  to  friends 
in  the  back  fettlements  of  North-Carolina ,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


To  friends  at  their  monthly-meeting  at  A Tew-Gar 
den  and  Cane-Creek ,  in  North-Carolina , 

Dear  friends, 


T  T  having  pleafed  the  Lord  to  draw  me  forth 
A  on  a  vifit  to  fome  parts  of  Virginia  and 
Carolina ,  you  have  often  been  in  my  mind  ;  and 
tho’  my  way  is  not  clear  to  come  in  perfon 
to  vifit  you,  yet  I  feel  it  in  my  heart  to  commu¬ 
nicate  a  few  things,  as  they  arife  in  the  love 
of  truth  :  Firft,  my  dear  friends,  dwell  in  hu¬ 
mility  ;  and  take  heed  that  no  views  of  out¬ 
ward 
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ward  gain  get  too  deep  hold  of  you,  that  fo 
your  eyes  being  fingle  to  the  Lord,  you  may 
be  preferved  in  the  way  of  fafety.  Where  peo¬ 
ple  let  loofe  their  minds  after  the  love  of  out¬ 
ward  things,  and  are  more  engaged  in  purfu- 
ing  the  profits,  and  feeking  the  friendlhips  of 
this  world,  than  to  be  inwardly  acquainted  with 
the  way  of  true  peace ;  fuch  walk  in  a  vain 
fhadow,  while  the  true  comfort  of  life  is  want¬ 
ing  :  Their  examples  are  often  hurtful  to  others; 
and  their  treafures  thus  colle&ed,  do  ma¬ 
ny  times  prove  dangerous  fnares  to  their  chil¬ 
dren. 

But  where  people  are  fincerely  devoted  to 
follow  Chrift,  and  dwell  under  the  influence  of 
his  holy  fpirit,  their  liability  and  firmnefs,  thro’ 
a  divine  bleffing,  is  at  times  like  dew  on  the 
tender  plants  round  about  them,  and  the  weigh- 
tinefs  of  their  fpirits  fecretly  works  on  the  minds 
of  others ;  and  in  this  condition,  thro’  the 
fpreading  influence  of  divine  love,  they  feel  a 
care  over  the  flock ;  and  way  is  opened  for 
maintaining  good  order  in  the  fociety  :  And  tho’ 
we  meet  with  oppofition  from  another  fpirit,  yet, 
as  there  is  a  dwelling  in  meeknefs,  feeling  our 
ipirits  fubject,  and  moving  only  in  the  gentle 
peaceable  wifdom,  the  inward  reward  of  quietnefs, 
will  be  greater  than  all  our  difficulties.  Where  the 
pure  life  is  kept  to,  and  meetings  of  difcipline  are 
held  in  the  the  authority  of, it,  we  find  by  experi¬ 
ence  that  they  are  comfortable,  and  tend  to  the 
health  of  the  body. 

While 
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While  I  write,  the  youth  comes  frefli  in  my 
way  : — Dear  young  people  choofe  God  for  vour 
poition  ;  love  his  truth,  and  be  not  afhamed  of 
it ;  choofe  for  your  company  fuch  who  ferve  him 
in  uprightnefs  ;  and  fhun,  as  moft  dangerous,  the 
converfation  of  thofe  whofe  lives  are  of  an  ill 
favour  ;  for  by  frequenting  fuch  company,  fome 
hopeful  young  people  have  come  to  great  lofs, 
and  been  drawn  from  lefs  evils  to  greater,  to 
their  utter  ruin.  In  the  bloom  of  youth  no  or- 
nament  is  fo  lovely  as  that  of  virtue,,  nor  any 
enjoyments  equal  to  thofe  which  we  partake  of, 
in  fully  refigning  ourfelves  to  the  divine  will : 
Thefe  enjoyments  add  fweetnefs  to  all  other  com¬ 
forts,  and  give  true  fatisfaction  in  company  and 
converfation,  where  people  are  mutually  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  if;  and  as  your  minds  are  thus  feafoned 
with  the  truth,  you  will  find  ftrength  to  abide 
fled  faff  to  the  teftimony  of  it,  and  be  prepared  for 
fervices  in  the  church. 


And  now,  dear  friends  and  brethren,  as  you 
are  improving  a  wildernefs,  and  may  be  num¬ 
bered  amongft  the  firft  planters  in  one  part  of 
a  province,  I  befeeeh  you,  in  the  love  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  wifely  confider  the  force  of  your  exam¬ 
ples,  and  think  how  much  your  fucceffors  may 
be  thereby  affected  :  It  is  a  help  in  a  country  ; 
yea,  and  a  great  favour  and  a  bleffing,  when  cus¬ 
toms  firft  fettled,  are  agreeable  to  found  wifdom  ; 
fo  when  they  are  otherwife,  the  eflfedt  of  them  is 
grievous  ;  and  children  feel  themfelves  encompaf- 

fed 
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fed  with  difficulties  prepared  for  them  by  their 
predeceffors. 

As  moderate  care  and  exercife,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  true  wifdom,  is  ufeful  both  to  mind 
and  body  ;  fo,  by  this  means  in  general,  the  real 
wants  of  life  are  eafily  fupplied  :  Our  gracious 
Father  having  fo  proportioned  one  to  the  other, 
that  keeping  in  the  medium  we  may  pafs  on  qui¬ 
etly.  Where  ilaves  are  purchafed  to  do  our  la¬ 
bour,  numerous  difficulties  attend  it.  To  rational 
creatures  bondage  is  uneafy,  and  frequently  occa¬ 
sions  fournefs  and  difcontent  in  them  j  which  af- 
feCts  the  family,  and  fuch  who  claim  the  maftery 
over  them  :  And  thus  people  and  their  children 
are  many  times  encompaffed  with  vexations,  which 
arife  from  their  applying  to  wrong  methods  to  gejt 
a  living. 

1 

*  \  .  « 

I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  a  large; 
number  of  friends  in  your  parts,  who  have  no 
Haves ;  and  in  tender  and  mo  ft  affectionate  love,  I 
befeech  you  to  keep  clear  from  purchafing  any.  . 
Look,  my  dear  friends,  to  Divine  Providence  ;  and 
follow  in  Simplicity  that  exercife  of  body,  that 
plainnefs  and  frugality,  which  true  wifdom  leads 
to  ;  fo  may  you  be  preferved  from  thofe  dangers 
which  attend  fuch  who  are  aiming  at  outward 
eafe  and  greatnefs. 

Treafures,  tho’  fmail,  attained  on  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  virtue,  are  fweet  in  the  poffeffion ;  and 
while  we  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  there 

is 
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is  true  comfort  and  fatisfadion.  Here,  neither 
the  murmurs  of  an  opprefTed  people,  nor  throb¬ 
bing  uneafy  confcience,  nor  anxious  thoughts 

about  the  events  of  things,  hinder  the  enjoyment 
of  it. 

When  we  look  toward  the  end  of  life,  and 
think  on  the  divifion  of  our  fubflance  among  our 
fucceffors :  if  we  know  that  it  was  collected  in 
tne  fear  of  the  Lord,  in  honefty,  in  equity,  and 
in  uprightnefs  of  heart  before  him,  we  may  confi- 
der  it  as  his  gift  to  us  ;  and  with  a  fingle  eye  to 
his  blefling,  beflow  it  on  thofe  we  leave  behind 
us.  Such  is  the  happmefs  of  the  plain  ways  of 
true  virtue.  “  The  work  of  righteoufnefs  fhall  be 
peace  ;  and  the  effedt  of  righteoufnefs,  quietnels 
and  affurance  for  ever.”  Ifa.  xxxii.  17, 

Dwell  here,  my  dear  friends ;  and  then  in  re¬ 
mote  and  folitary  deferts,  you  may  find  true  peace 
and  fatisiadlion.  If  the  Lord  be  our  God,  in  truth 
and  reality,  there  is  fafety  for  us;  for  he  is  a 

ftrong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  knoweth 
them  that  truft  in  him. 

ifle  of  Wight  County,  in  Virginia* 

29th  of  the  5th  month*  1757. 
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From  the  yearly-meeting  in  Virginia ,  I  went  to 
Carolina ;  and  on  the  ftrft  day  of  the  fixth  month, 
was  at  PVells  monthly-meeting,  where  the  fpring 
of  the  gofpel  miniftry  was  opened,  and  the  love  of 
Jefus  Chrift  experienced  amongft  us  :  To  his  name 
be  the  praife. 

% 

Here  my  brother  joined  with  fome  friends 
from  New-Garden ,  who  were  going  homeward  * 
and  I  went  next  to  Simons-Creek  monthly-meet¬ 
ing,  where  I  was  filent  during  the  meeting  for 
worfliip ;  and  when  bufinefs  came  on,  my  mind 
was  exercifed  concerning  the  poor  Haves  ;  but 
did  not  feel  my  way  clear  to  fpeak ;  in  this 
condition  I  was  bowed  in  fpirit  before  the  Lord  ; 
and  with  tears  and  inward  fupplication  befought 
him,  fo  to  open  my  underftanding,  that  I  might 
know  his  will  concerning  me  ;  and,  at  length, 
my  mind  was  fettled  in  filence  :  Near  the  end 
of  their  bufinefs,  a  member  of  their  meeting 
expreft  a  concern,  that  had  fome  time  lain  up¬ 
on  him,  on  account  of  friends  fo  much  neg¬ 
lecting  their  duty  in  the  education  of  their 
Haves ;  and  propofed  having  meetings  fometimes 
appointed  for  them  on  a  week-day,  to  be  on¬ 
ly  attended  by  fome  friends  to  be  named  in 
their  monthly-meetings  ;  many  prefent  appeared 
to  unite  with  the  propofal  :  One  faid,  he  had 
often  wondered  that  they,  being  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  and  capable  of  religious  underftanding,  had 
been  fo  exceedingly  negleded  :  Another  exprefled 
the  like  concern,  and  appeared  zealous,  that 
friends,  in  future,  might  more  clofely  confider  it:  At 

length 
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length  a  minute  was  made ;  and  the  further  con- 
fideration  of  it  referred  to  their  next  monthly¬ 
meeting.  The  friend  who  made  this  propofal  hath 
negroes :  He  told  me,  that  he  was  at  New-Garden ; 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  home, 
and  came  back  alone ;  and  that  in  this  folitary 
journey,  this  exercife,  in  regard  to  the  education 
of  their  negroes,  was,  from  time  to  time,  renewed 
in  his  mind.  A  friend  of  fome  note  in  Virginia , 
who  hath  flaves,  told  me,  that  he  being  far  from 
home  on  a  lonefojne  journey,  had  many  ferious 
thoughts  about  them  \  and  that  his  mind  was  fo 
impreil  therewith,  that  he  believed  that  he  faw  a 
time  coming,  when  Divine  Providence  would  alter 
the  circumftance  of  thefe  people,  refpetfting  theif 
condition  as  flaves, 

*  *  r  r 

From  hence  I  went  to  Newbegun-Creek ,  and 
fat  a  confiderable  time  in  much  weaknefs  ;  then 
I  felt  truth  open  the  way  to  fpeak  a  little  in 
much  plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  ’till,  at  length, 
thro’  the  increafe  of  divine  love  amongft  us, 
we  had  a  feafoning  opportunity.  From  thence 
to  the  head  of  Little-River ,  on  a  firfl-day,  where 
was  a  crouded  meeting ;  and,  I  believe,  was 
thro’  divine  goodnefs,  made  profitable  to  fome, 
Thence  to  the  Old-Neck ;  where  I  was  led  into 
a  careful  fearching  out  the  fecret  workings  of 
the  myflery  of  iniquity,  which,  under  a  cover 
of  religion,  exalts  itfelf  againft  that  pure  fpirit, 
which  leads  in  the  way  of  meeknefs  and  felf- 
denial.  From  thence  to  Pineywoods :  This  was 
the  laft  meeting  I  was  at  in  Carolina,  and  was 

large  * 
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large ;  and  my  heart  being  deeply  engaged,  I  was 
drawn  forth  into  a  fervent  labour  amongft  them. 

When  I  was  at  Newbegun-Creek ,  a  friend  was 
there  who  laboured  for  his  living,  having  no 
negroes,  and  had  been  a  minifter  many  years : 
He  came  to  me  the  next  day  *,  and  as  we  rode 
together,  he  fignified  that  he  wanted  to  talk 
with  me  concerning  a  difficulty  he  had  been  un¬ 
der,  and  related  it  nearly  as  follows:  To  wit. 
That  as  monies  had  of  late  years  been  raifed 
by  a  tax  to  carry  on  the  wars,  he  had  a  fcru- 
ple  in  his  mind  in  regard  to  paying  it  ;  and  chofe 
rather  to  fuffer  diftraint  of  his  goods  than  pay  it ; 
and  as  he  was  the  only  perfon  who  refufed  it  in. 
thofe  parts,  and  knew  not  that  any  one  elfe  was 
in  the  like  circumftances,  and  fignified  that  it  had 
been  a  heavy  trial  to  him  ;  and  more  fo,  for 
that  fome  of  his  brethern  had  been  uneafy  with 
his  conduct  in  that  cafe  ;  and  added,  that  from 
a  fympathy  he  felt  with  me  yefterday  in  meeting, 
he  found  the  freedom  thus  to  open  the  matter,  in 
the  way  of  querying  concerning  friends  in  our 
parts  :  Whereupon  I  told  him  the  ftate  of  friends 
amongfts  us,  as  well  as  I  was  able  ;  and  alfo,  that 
I  had,  for  fome  time,  been  under  the  like  fcruple. 
I  believed  him  to  be  one  who  was  concerned  to  walk 
uprightly  before  the  Lord  ;  and  efteemed  it  my 
duty  to  preferve  this  note  concerning  him  Samuel 
Newby . 

From  hence  I  went  back  into  Virginia ,  and 
had  a  meeting  near  James  Cowpla?id's •,  it  was 

a  time 
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a  time  of  inward  buffering;  but,  thro’  the  goodnefs 
of  the  Lord,  I  was  made  content ;  then  to  another 
meeting  ;  where,  thro’  the  renewings  of  pure  love, 
we  had  a  very  comfortable  feafon. 

Travelling  up  and  down  of  late,  I  have  had 
tenewed  evidences,  that  to  be  faithful  to  the 
Lord,  and  content  with  his  will  concerning  me, 
is  a  moll:  necellary  and  ufeful  leflbn  for  me  to 
be  learning  ;  looking  lefs  at  the  effeds  of  my 
labour,  than  at  the  pure  motion  and  reality  of 
the  concern,  as  it  arifes  from  heavenly  love.  In 
the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafting  ftrength ;  and 
as  the  mind,  by  a  humble  refignation,  is  united  to 
him,  and  we  utter  words  from  an  inward  know¬ 
ledge  that  they  arife  from  the  heavenly  fpring, 
tho’  our  way  may  be  diffcult,  and  require  clofe 
attention  to  keep  in  it ;  and  tho’  the  manner 
in  which  we  may  be  led,  may  tend  to  our  own 
^bafement  ;  yet,  if  we  continue  in  patience  and 
meeknefs,  heavenly  peace  is  the  reward  of  our 
labours. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Curies  meeting  ;  which 
tho’  final  1,  was  reviving  to  the  honeft-hearted. 
Thence  to  Black-Creek  and  Caroline  meetings  ; 
from  whence,  accompanied  by  William  Standley  ; 
before-men  tinned,  we  rode  to  Goofe-Creek ,  being 
much  thro’  the  woods,  and  about  one  hundred 
-miles.— We  lodged,  the  firft  night,  at  a  publick- 
houfe  ;  the  fecond,  in  the  Woods  ;  and  the  next 
day,  we  reached  a  friend’s  houfe,  at  Goofe-Creek. 

In  the  woods  we  lay  under  feme  di  fad  vantage, 

having 
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having  no  fireworks  nor  bells  for  our  horfes  ;  but 
we  flopped  a  little  before  night,  and  let  them 
feed  on  the  wild  grafs  which  was  plenty  ;  in  the 
mean  time  cutting  with  our  knives  a  ftore  againft 
night,  and  then  tied  them  ;  and  gathering  lome 
bullies  under  an  oak,  we  lay  down  ;  but  the  muf- 
quetoes  being  plenty  and  the  ground  damp,  I 
flept  but  little  :  Thus  lying  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
looking  at  the  ftars,  I  was  led  to  contemplate  on 
the  condition  of  our  firft  parents,  when  they  were 
fent  forth  from  the  garden ;  but  the  Almighty, 
tho’  they  had  been  difobedient,  continued  to  be  a 
father  to  them ;  and  fhewed  them  what  tended  to 
their  felicity  as  intelligent  creatures,  and  wasr 
acceptable  to  him.  To  provide  things  relative  to 
our  outward  living,  in  the  way  of  true  wifdom  is 
good  ;  and  the  gift  of  improving  in  things  ufeful, 
is  a  good  gift,  and  comes  from  the  Father  of 
lights.  Many  have  had  this  gift;  and,  from  age 
to  age,  there  have  been  improvements  of  this  kind 
made  in  the  world  :  But  fome  not  keeping  to  the 
pure  gifr,  have,  in  the  creaturely  cunning  and  felf- 
exaldition,  fought  out  many  inventions  ;  which  in¬ 
ventions  of  men,  as  diftinft  from  that  uprightnefs 
in  which  man  was  created,  as  the  firft  motion  to 
them  was  evil,  fo  the  effedls  have  been  and  are 
evil.  That,  at  this  day,  it  is  as  neceffary  for  us 
conftantly  to  attend  on  the  heavenly  gift,  to  be 
qualified  to  ufe  rightly  the  good  things  in  this 
life  amidft  great  improvements,  as  it  w^as  for  our 
firft  parents/  when  they  were  without  any  mi* 
provements,  without  any  friend  or  father  but  God 
only. 
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I  was  at  a  meeting  at  Goofe-Creek  ;  and  next  at  a 
monthly-meeting  at  Fairfax ;  where,  thro’  the  gra¬ 
cious  dealing  of  the  Almighty  with  us,  his  power 
prevailed  over  many  hearts.  Thence  to  Monoquacy 
and  Pipe-Creek ,  in  Maryland ;  at  both  which  places 
1  had  caufe  humbly  to  adore  Him,  who  fupported 
me  thro’  many  exercifes,  and  by  whofe  help  I  was 
enabled  to  reach  the  true  witnefs  in  the  hearts  of 
others  :  There  were  fome  hopeful  young  people 
in  thofe  parts.  Thence  I  had  meetings  at  John 
Event's  in  Monalen ,  and  at  Huntingdon ;  and  I  was 
made  humbly  thankful  to  the  Lord,  who  opened 
my  heart  amongft  the  people  in  thefe  new  fettle- 
ments,  fo  that  it  was  a  time  of  encouragement  to 
the  honeft-minded. 

At  Monalen ,  a  friend  gave  me  fome  account  of 
a  religious  fociety  among  the  Dutch ,  called  men- 
nonifts ;  and,  amongft  other  things,  related  a  paf- 
fage  in  fubftance  as  follows  • — One  of  the  men- 
nomfts  having  acquaintance  with  a  man  of  ano¬ 
ther  fociety  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  being 
with  his  waggon  on  bufinefs  near  the  houfe  of  his 
faid  acquaintance,  and  night  coming  on,  he  had 
thoughts  of  putting  up  with  him  ;  but  palling  by 
his  Helds,  and  oblerving  the  diftrefled  appearance 
of  his  Haves,  he  kindled  a  fire  in  the  woods  hard 
by,  and  lay  there  that  night  :  his  faid  acquaint¬ 
ance  hearing  where  he  lodged,  and,  afterward 
meeting  the  mennonift,  told  him  of  it ;  adding, 
he  fhould  have  been  heartily  welcome  at  his  houfe; 
and  from  their  acquaintance  in  former  time,  won¬ 
dered  at  his  conduct  in  that  cafe  :  the  mennonift 
.  ■  replied. 
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replied,  ever  fince  I  lodged  by  the  field,  I  have 
wanted  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  with  thee  :  The 
matter  was  ;  I  intended  to  have  come  to  thy 
houfe  for  entertainment,  but  feeing  thy  flaves  at 
their  work,  and  obferving  the  manner  of  their 
drefs,  I  had  no  liking  to  come  to  partake  with 
thee ;  then  admoniflied  him  to  ufe  them  with 
more  humanity  ;  and  added,  as  I  lay  by  the  fire 
that  night,  I  thought  that  as  I  was  a  man  of  fub- 
ftance,  thou  would  have  received  me  freely ;  but 
if  I  had  been  as  poor  as  one  of  thy  flaves,  and 
had  no  power  to  help  myfelf,  I  fhould  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  thy  hand  no  kinder  ufage  than  they. 

Hence  I  was  at  three  meetings  in  my  way ; 
and  fo  I  went  home,  under  a  humbling  fenfe  of 
the  gracious  dealings  of  the  Lord  with  me,  in 
preferving  me  thro*  many  trials  and  affiidtions  in 
my  journey.  I  was  out  about  two  months,  and 
travelled  about  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 


Confider  ations  on  the  payment  of  a  tax ,  laid  Jot  cut  vying 
on  the  war  againft  the  Indians — Some  notes  on 
Thomas  k  Kempis  and  John  Hufs — Meetings  of 
the  committee  of  the  yearly-meeting  at  Philadelphia 
— The  prefent  circumftances  of  friends  in  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  New-Jerley,  very  different  from  thofe  of  out 
predecejfors ■ — The  draughting  of  the  militia  in  New- 
Jerfey  to  ferve  in  the  army  ;  with  fame  obfervations 
on  theftate  of  the  members  of  our  fociety  at  that  time 
• — His  vifit  to  friends  in  Pennsylvania,  accompanied 
by  Benjamin  Jones — Proceedings  at  the  monthly , 
quarterly ,  and  yearly  meetings,  in  Philadelphia,  ref- 
petling  thofe  who  keep  faves. 


A  FEW  years  paft,  money  being  made  cur- 
rent  in  our  province  for  carrying  on  wars, 
and  to  be  called  in  again  by  taxes  laid  on  the 
inhabitants,  my  mind  was  often  affedted  with 
the  thoughts  of  paying  fuch  taxes  ;  and  I  believe 
it  right  for  me  to  preferve  a  memorandum  con¬ 
cerning  it  :  I  was  told,  that  friends  in  England 
frequently  paid  taxes,  when  the  money  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  fuch  purpofes  :  I  had  converfation  with 
feveral  noted  friends  on  the  fubjedt,  who  all  favour¬ 
ed  the  payment  of  fuch  taxes;  fome  of  whom  I 
preferred  before  myfelf,  and  this  made  me  eafier 
for  a  time,  yet  there  was  in  the  deeps  of  my 
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mind,  a  fcruple  which  I  never  could  get  over  :  and, 
at  certain  times,  I  was  greatly  diftreffed  on  that 
account. 

I  all  along  believed  that  there  were  fome  up¬ 
right-hearted  men,  who  paid  fuch  taxes;  but 
could  not  fee  that  their  example  was  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  me  to  do  fo,  while  I  believed  that  the 
fpirit  of  truth  required  of  me,  as  an  individual,  to 
fuffer  patiently  the  diftrefs  of  goods,  rather  than 
pay  actively. 

\  '  . 

I  have  been  informed  that  Thomas  a  Kcmpis  lived 
and  died  in  the  profeffion  of  the  Roman  catholic 
religion  ;  and  in  reading  his  writings,  I  have  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  be  a  man  of  a  true  chriftian  fpirit  : 
as  fully  fo,  as  many  who  died  martyrs  becaufe 
they  could  not  join  with  fome  fuperftitions  in  that 
church. 

All  true  chriftians  are  of  the  fame  fpirit,  but 
their  gifts  are  diverfe  ;  Jefus  Chrift  appointing  to 
each  one  their  peculiar  office,  agreeable  to  his  in¬ 
finite  w  ifdom. 

John  Hufs  contended  againft  the  errors  crept 
into  the  church,  in  oppofition  to  the  council 
of  Conftance ;  which  the  hiftorian  reports  to  have 
confided  of  fome  thoufand  perfons.  He  modeft- 
ly  vindicated  the  caufe  which  he  believed  was 
right  ;  and.  tho’  his  language  and  conduct  to¬ 
ward  his  judges  appear  to  have  been  refpectful, 
yet  he  never  could  be  moved  from  the  princi- 
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pies  fettled  in  bis  mind.  To  ufe  his  own  words; 
4C  This  I  moil  humbly  require  and  defire  of 
you  all,  even  for  His  fake  who  is  the  God  of 
us  all,  that  I  be  not  compelled  to  the  thing 
which  my  confidence  doth  repugn  or  ftrive  a- 
gainft.”  And  again,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  em¬ 
peror  ;  “  I  refufe  nothing,  mofl  noble  emperor, 

whatfoever  the  council  fhall  decree  or  determine 
upon  me,  only  this  one  thing  I  except,  that  I 
do  not  offend  God  and  my  confcience.”  Fox’s 
ABs  and  Monuments,  page  233.  At  length,  ra¬ 
ther  than  ait  contrary  to  that  which  he  believed 
the  Lord  required  of  him,  he  chofe  to  fuffer 
death  by  fire.  Fhomas  a  Kemp  is,  without  difputing 
againft  the  articles  then  generally  agreed  to,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  laboured,  by  a  pious  example  as 
well  as  by  preaching  and  writing,  to  promote 
virtue,  and  the  inward  fpiritual  religion  :  And  I 
believe  they  were  both  fincere-hearted  followers 
of  Chrift. 

True  charity  is  an  excellent  -virtue  ;  and  fin- 
cerely  to  labour  for  their  good,  whofe  belief,  in 
all  points,  doth  not  agree  with  ours,  is  a  happy 
ftate.  To  refufe  the  adlive  payment  of  a  tax 
which  our  fociety  generally  paid  was  exceedingly 
difagreeable  ;  but  to  do  a  thing  contrary  to  my 
confcience,  appeared  yet  more  dreadful.  When 
this  exercife  came  upon  me,  I  knew  of  none 
under  the  like  difficulty  ;  and,  in  my  diftrefs,  I 
befought  the  Lord  to  enable  me  to  give  up  all, 
that  fo  I  might  follow  him  wherefoever  he  was 
pleafed  to  lead  me  :  And  under  this  exercife  I 
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went  to  our  yearly-meeting  at  Philadelphia ,  in  the 
year  1755  ;  at  which  a  committee  was  appointed 
of  fome  from  each  quarter,  to  correfpond  with 
the  meeting  for  fufferings  in  London  ;  and  another 
to  vifit  our  monthly  and  quarterly-meetings  ;  and 
after  their  appointment,  before  the  laft  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  meeting,  it  was  agreed  in  the  meet¬ 
ing,  that  thefe  two  committees  fhould  meet  toge¬ 
ther  in  friends  fchool-houfe  in  the  city,  at  a  time 
then  concluded  on,  to  confider  fome  things  in 
which  the  caufe  of  truth  was  concerned  ;  and 
thefe  committees  meeting  together,  had  a  weigh¬ 
ty  conference  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  at  which 
time,  I  perceived,  there  were  many  friends  under 
a  fcruple  like  that  before-mentioned  *. 

A  fcrupling  to  pay  a  tax  on  account  of  the 
application,  hath  feldom  been  heard  of  hereto¬ 
fore,  even  amongft  men  of  integrity,  who  have 
fteadily  borne  their  teftimony  againft  outward 
wars  in  their  time;  I  may  here  note  fome  things 
which  have  occured  to  my  mind,  as  I  have 
been  inwardly  exercifed  on  that  account  :  from 
the  fteady  oppofition  which  faithful  friends  in 
early  times,  made  to  wrong  things  then  ap¬ 
proved  of,  they  were  hated  and  perfecuted  by 
men  living  in  the  fpirit  of  this  world  ;  and  fuf- 
fering  with  firmnefs,  they  were  made  a  blefling 
to  the  church,  and  the  work  profpered.  It  e- 
qually  concerns  men,  in  every  age,  to  take  heed 
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to  their  own  fpirit  :  and  in  comparing  their  fitu- 
ation  with  ours,  it  looks  to  me  there  was  lefs 
danger  or  their  being  infected  with  the  fpirit 
ot  this  world,  in  paying  fuch  taxes,  than  there 
is  of  us  now  :  they  had  little  or  no  fhare  in 
civil  government  ;  and  many  of  them  declared, 
they  were,  thro*  the  power  of  God,  feparated 
ficm  the  fpirit  in  which  wars  were  ;  and  being 
afflicted  by  the  rulers  on  account  of  their  tefli- 
mony,  there  was  lefs  likelihood  of  uniting  in  fpi¬ 
rit  with  them  in  things  inconfiflent  with  the  puri¬ 
ty  Gf  truth..*  We,  from  the  firft  fettlement  of 
this  land,  have  known  little  or  no  troubles  of 
that  fort  :  Their  profeffion,  for  a  time,  was  ac¬ 
counted  reproachful  ;  but,  at  length,  the  upright- 
nefs  of  our  predeceffors  being  underflood  by  the 
rulers,  and  their  innocent  fufferings  moving  them, 
our  way  of  worfhip  was  tolerated ;  and  many 
of  our  members  in  thefe  colonies  became  acftive 
in  civil  government.  Eeing  thus  tried  with  favour 
and  profperity,  this  world  hath  appeared  inviting  • 
our  minds  have  been  turned  to  the  improvement 
of  our  country,  to  merchandize  and  fciences,  a- 
mong  which  are  many  things  ufeful,  being  fol¬ 
lowed  in  pure  wifdom  ;  but  in  our  prefent  con¬ 
dition,  that  a  carnal  mind  is  gaining  upon  us,  I 
believe  will  not  be  denied.  Some  of  our  mem¬ 
bers,  who  are  officers  in  civil  government,  are,  in 
one  cafe  or  other,  called  upon  in  their  refpedtive 
ftations  to  affifl  in  things  relative  to  the  wars  ; 
fuch  being  in  doubt  whether  to  a£t,  or  crave  to 
be  excufed  from  their  office,  feeing  their  brethren 
united  in  the  payment  of  a  tax  to  carry  on  the 
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laid  wars,  might  think  their  cafe  not  much  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  fo  quench  the  tender  movings  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  their  minds  ;  and  thus,  by  fmall 
degrees,  there  might  be  an  approach  toward  that 
of  fighting,  ’till  we  came  fo  near  it,  as  that  the 
diftin&ion  would  be  little  elfe,  but  the  name  of  a 
peaceable  people. 

It  requires  great  felf-denial  and  refignation  of 
ourfelves  to  God,  to  obtain  that  ftate  wherein  we 
can  freely  ceafe  from  fighting  when  wrongfully 
invaded  ;  if,  by  our  fighting,  there  were  a  proba¬ 
bility  of  overcoming  the  invaders  :  whoever  rightly 
attains  to  it,  does  in  fome  degree  feel  that  fpirit, 
in  which  our  Redeemer  gave  his  life  for  us  ;  and 
thro’  divine  goodnefs,  many  of  our  predeceffors, 
and  many  now  living,  have  learned  this  blefled 
Jeffon  ;  but  many  others,  having  their  religion 
chiefly  by  education,  and  not  being  enough  ac¬ 
quainted  with  that  crofs  which  crucifies  the  world, 
do  manifeft  a  temper  diftinguifhable  from  that  of 
an  entire  trufl  in  God.  In  calmly  confidering 
thefe  things,  it  hath  not  appeared  Itrange  to  me, 
that  an  exercife  hath  now  fallen  upon  fome,  which, 
as  to  the  outward  means  of  it,  is  different  from 
what  was  known  to  many  of  thofe  who  went  be¬ 
fore  us, 

1  1 

Some  time  after  the  yearly-meeting,  a  day  be - 
Jnq  appointed,  and  letters  wrote  to  diftant  mem¬ 
bers,  the  Paid  committees  met  at  Philadelphia ; 
and,  by  adjournments,  continued  feveral  days. 
The  calamities  of  war  were  now  increafing  ;  the 

frontier 
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frontier  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  were  frequent¬ 
ly  furprized,  fome  flain,  and  many  taken  captive 
by  the  Indians ;  and  while  thete  committees  fat, 
the  corps  of  one  fo  ilain  was  brought  in  a  waggon, 
and  taken  thro’  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  in  his 

blcody  garments,  to  alarm  the  people,  and  roufe 
them  up  to  war, 

Friends  thus  met  were  not  all  of  one  mind 
in  relation  to  the  tax  ;  which,  to  fuch  who  fcru- 
pled  it,  made  the  way  more  difficult.  To  re- 
fufe  an  aftive  payment  at  fuch  a  time,  might 
be  conflrued  an  adl  of  difloyalty,  and  appeared 
likely  to  difpleafe  the  rulers,  not  only  here  but  in 
England ;  {till  there  was  a  feruple  fo  fattened  upon 
the  minds  of  many  friends,  that  nothing  moved 
it  :  It  was  a  conference  the  moft  weighty  that 
ever  I  was  at  $  and  the  hearts  of  many  were  bow¬ 
ed  in  reverence  before  the  Moft  High.  Some 
friends  of  the  faid  committees  who  appeared  eafy 
to  pay  the  tax,  after  feveral  adjournments,  with¬ 
drew  ;  others  of  them  continued  ’till  the  laft  ; 
at  length,  an  epiftle  of  tender  love  and  caution, 
to  friends  in  Pennfylvania ,  was  drawn  by  fome 
friends  concerned,  on  that  fubjeft ;  and  being 
read  feveral  times  and  corrected,  was  then  fign~ 
ed  by  fuch  of  them  as  were  free  to  fign  it,  and 

afterward  fent  to  the  monthly  and  quarterly-meet¬ 
ings. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  the  eighth  month,  in  the 
year  1757,  at  night,  orders  came  to  the  military 
officers  in  our  county,  (. Burlington )  directing  them 
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to  draft  the  militia,  and  prepare  a  number  of 
men  to  go  off  as  foldiers,  to  the  relief  of  the 
Engli/h  at  fort  William-Henry ,  in  New-Tork  govern¬ 
ment  ;  a  few  days  after  which/ there  was  a  gene¬ 
ral  review  of  the  militia  at  Mount-Holly ,  and  a 
number  of  men  chofen  and  fent  off  under  fome 
officers.  Shortly  after,  there  came  orders  to 
draught  three  times  as  many,  to  hold  themfelves 
in  readinefs  to  march  when  frefh  orders  came  : 
And,  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  eighth  month, 
there  was  a  meeting  of  the  military  officers  at 
Mount-Holly ,  who  agreed  on  a  draught  ;  and  or¬ 
ders  were  fent  to  the  men  fo  chofen,  to  meet 
their  refpe&ive  captains  at  fet  times  and  places  ^ 
thofe  in  our  townftiip  to  meet  at  Mount-Holly  ; 
amongft  whom  were  a  confiderable  number  of  our 
fociety.  My  mind  being  affefted  herewith,  I  had 
frefh  opportunity  to  fee  and  confider  the  advant¬ 
age  of  living  in  the  real  fubftance  of  religion, 
where  practice  doth  harmonize  with  principle. 
Amongft  the  officers  are  men  of  underftanding, 
who  have  fome  regard  to  fincerity  where  they  fee 
it ;  and  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  when  they 
have  men  to  deal  with  whom  they  believe  to  be 
upright-hearted,  to  put  them  to  trouble  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fcruples  of  confcience,  is  a  painful  talk, 
and  likely  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  eafily  may 
be :  but  where  men  profefs  to  be  fo  meek  and 
heavenly-minded,  and  to  have  their  truft  fo  firmly 
fettled  in  God,  that  they  cannot  join  in  wars  ;  and 
yet,  by  their  fpirit  and  conduct  in  common  life, 
manifeft  a  contrary  difpofition,  their  difficulties  are 
great  at  fuch  a  time. 
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Officers  in  great  anxiety  endeavouring  to  get 
troops  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  their  fuperiors, 
feeing  men,  who  are  infincere,  pretend  fcruple 
ot  confcience,  in  hopes  of  being  excufed  from 
a  dangerous  employment,  they  are  likely  to  be 
roughly  handled.  In  this  time  of  commotion 
fome  of  our  young  men  left  the  parts,  and  tar¬ 
ried  abroad  'till  it  was  over  ;  fome  came,  and 
propefed  to  go  as  foldiers  ;  others  appeared  to 
have  a  real  tender  fcruple  in  their  minds  againft 
joining  in  wars,  and  were  much  humbled  under 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  trial  fo  near  :  I  had 
convention  with  feveral  of  them  to  my  fatis- 
faftion.  At  the  fet  time  when  the  captain  came 
to  town,  fome  of  thofe  lad-mentioned  went  and 
told  him  in  fubftance  as  follows  : — That  they 
could  not  bear  arms  for  confcience-fake ;  nor 
could  they  hire  any  to  go  in  their  places,  being 
refigned  as  to  the  event  of  it  :  At  length  the 
captain  acquainted  them  all,  that  they-  might  re¬ 
turn  home  for  the  prefent,  and  required  them  to 
provide  themfelves  as  foldiers,  and  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  march  when  called  upon.  This  was  fuch 
a  time  as  I  had  not  feen  before  ;  and  yet  I  may 
fay,  with  thankfulnefs  to  the  Lord,  that  I  believed 
this  trial  was  intended  for  our  good  ;  and  I  was 
favoured  with  refignation  to  him.  The  French 
army  taking  the  fort  they  were  befieging,  deftroy- 
ed  it  and  went  away;  the  company  of  men  firft 
draughted,  atter  fome  days  march,  had  orders  to 
return  home  ;  and  thofe  on  the  fecond  draught, 
were  no  more  called  upon  on  that  occafion. 

On 
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On  the  fourth  day  of  the  fourth  month,  in 
the  year  1758,  orders  came  to  fome  officers,  in 
Mount-Holly ,  to  prepare  quarters,  a  fhort  time, 
for  about  one  hundred  foldiers  :  And  an  Offi- 
cer  and  two  other  men,  all  inhabitants  of  our 
town,  came  to  my  houfe  ;  and  the  officer  told 
me,  that  he  came  to  fpeak  with  me,  to  pro¬ 
vide  lodging  and  entertainment  for  two  foldiers, 
there  being  fix  (hillings  a  week  per  man  allow¬ 
ed  as  pay  for  it.  The  cafe  being  new  and, 
unexpected,  I  made  no  anfwer  fuddenly ;  but 
fat  a  time  filent,  my  mind  being  inward  :  I  was 
fully  convinced,  that  the  proceedings  in  wars 
are  inconfiftent  with  the  purity  of  the  chridian 
religion;  and  to  be  hired  to  entertain  men,  who 
were  then  under  pay  as  foldiers,  was  a  difficul¬ 
ty  with  me.  I  expected  they  had  legal  autho¬ 
rity  for  what  they  did  ;  and,  after  a  fnort  time, 
I  faid  to  the  officer,  if  the  men  are  fent  here 
for  entertainment,  I  believe  I  fhall  not  refufe  to 
admit  them  into  my  houfe ;  but  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  is  fuch,  that  I  expect  I  cannot  keep 
them  on  hire  :  one  of  the  men  intimated,  that 
he  thought  I  might  do  it  confident  with  my  re¬ 
ligious  principles  :  To  which  I  made  no  reply  ; 
as  believing  filence,  at  that  time,  bed  for  me. 
Tho’  they  Ipake  of  two,  there  came  only  one, 
who  tarried  at  my  houfe  about  two  weeks,  and 
behaved  himfelf  civilly  ;  and  when  the  officer 
came  to  pay  me,  I  told  him  I  could  not  take 
pay  for  it,  having  admitted  him  into  my  houfe 
in  a  paffive  obedience  to  authority.  I  was  on 
horfeback  when  he  fpake  to  me  ;  and  as  I  turn¬ 
ed 


uum  nii,ii9  iiv_  idiUj  lie  was  uungcu.  iu  me  • 
to  which  I  faid  nothing:  but  thinking  on  the  ex- 
preffion,  I  grew  uneafy  ;  and,  afterwards,  being 
near  where  he  lived,  I  went  and  told  him  on 
what  grounds  I  refufed  taking  pay  for  keeping  the 
foldier. 


Near  the  beginning  of  the  year  1758,  I  went 
one  evening,  in  company  with  a  friend,  to  vifit  a 
fick  perfon  ;  and  before  our  return,  we  were  told 
of  a  woman  living  near,  who  of  late,  had  feveral 
days  been  difconfolate,  occafioned  by  a  dream  ; 
wherein  death,  and  the  judgments  of  the  Almighty 
after  death,  were  reprefented  to  her  mind  in  a 
moving  manner  ;  her  fadnefs  on  that  account,  be^ 
ing  worn  off;  the  friend,  with  whom  I  was  in 
company,  went  to  fee  her,  and  had  fome  religious 
converfation  with  her  and  her  hufband ;  with  this 
vifit  they  were  fomewhat  affeded  ;  and  the  man, 
with  many  tears,  exprefled  his  fatisfadion ;  and,  in 
a  fhort  time  after,  the  poor  man  being  on  the 
river  in  a  ftorm  of  wind,  he,  with  one  more,  was; 

drowned, 

•  *  ) 

In  the  eighth  month  of  the  year  1758,  hav^ 
ing  had  drawings  in  my  mind  to  be  at  the 
quarterly-meeting  in  Chefter  county,  and  at  fpme 
meetings  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia ,  I  went 
firft  to  faid  quarterly-meeting,  which  was  large ; 
and  feveral  weighty  matters  came  under  confi- 
deration  and  debate  ;  and  the  Lord  was  pleafed 
to  qualify  fome  of  his  fervants  with  ftrength 
and  firmnefs,  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  day  : 

tho’ 
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tho’  I  faid  but  little,  my  mind  was  deeply  ex- 
ercifed  ;  and,  under  a  fenfe  of  God’s  love,  in 
the  anointing  and  fitting  feme  young  men  for 
his  work,  I  was  comforted,  and  my  heart  was 
tendered  before  him.  From  hence  I  went  to 
the  youth’s  meeting  at  Darby ,  where  my  belov¬ 
ed  friend  and  brother  Benjamin  Jones  met  me, 
by  an  appointment  before  I  left  home,  to  join 
in  the  vifit :  And  we  were  at  Radnor ,  Merion , 
Richland ,  North-lVales ,  Plymouth , ,  and  Abington 
meeiings  ;  and  had  caufe  to  bow  in  reverence 
before  the  Lord  our  gracious  God,  by  whole  help 
way  was  opened  for  us  from  day  to  day.  I  was 
out  about  two  weeks,  and  rode  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  miles. 

The  monthly-meeting  of  Philadelphia  having 
been  under  a  concern,  on  account  of  fome 
friends,  who  this  fummer  (1758)  had  bought 
negro  flaves  :  the  faid  meeting  moved  it  to  their 
quarterly-meeting,  to  have  their  minute  recon- 
fidered  in  the  yearly-meeting,  which  was  made 
lad  on  that  fubjeft ;  and  the  faid  quarterly-meet¬ 
ing  appointed  a  committee  to  confider  it,  and 
report  to  their  next :  which  committee  having 
met  once  and  adjourned,  and  I  going  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  meet  a  committee  of  the  yearly-meet¬ 
ing,  was  in  town  the  evening  on  which  the  quar¬ 
terly-meeting’s  committee  met  the  fecond  time  ; 
and  finding  an  inclination  to  fit  with  them,  was, 
with  fome  others,  admitted  ;  and  friends  had  a 
weighty  conference  on  the  fubjecl  :  And  foon  af¬ 
ter  their  next  quarterly-meeting,  I  heard  that 

the 
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the  cafe  was  coming  to  our  yearly-meeting  ;  which 
brought  a  weighty  exercife  upon  me,  and  under  a 
fen  e  of  my  own  infirmities,  and  the  great  danger 
e  t  o  turning  afide  from  perfect  purity,  my  mind 
was  o  ten  drawn  to  retire  alone,  and  put  up  my 
prayers  to  the  Lord,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  {Lengthen  me ;  that  fetting  afide  all 
views  of  felf-intereft  and  the  friendfliip  of  this 

world,  I  might  {land  fully  refigned  to  his  holy 

will.  .  J 

\ 

In  this  yearly-meeting,  feveral  weighty  matters 
were  confidered  5  and  toward  the  laft,  that  in  re¬ 
lation  to  dealing  with  perfons  who  purchafe  flaves. 
Duiing  the  feveral  fittings  of  the  faid  meeting, 
my  mind  was  frequently  covered  with  inward 
.prayer}  and  I  could  (ay  with  David ,  “  that  tears 
were  my  meat  day  and  night.”  The  cafe  of. 
nave-keeping  lay  heavy  upon  me  ;  nor  did  I  find 
any  engagement  to  fpeak  direftly  to  any  other 
matter  before  the  meeting.  Now  when  this  cafe 
was  opened,  feveral  faithful  friends  fpake  weightily 
thereto,  with  which  I  was  comforted;  and  feeling 

a  concern  to  call  in  my  mite,  I  faid,  in  fubflance, 
as  follows : 


“  In  the  difficulties  attending  us  in  this  life, 
nothing  is  more  precious  than  the  mind  of  truth 
inwardly  manifefted  ;  and  it  is  my  earneft  defire, 
that  in  this  weighty  matter,  we  may  be  fo  tru¬ 
ly  humbled  as  to  be  favoured  with  a  clear  un- 
derftanding  of  the  mind  of  truth,  and  follow  it  ; 
this  would  be  of  more  advantage  to  the  fociety, 

than 
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than  any  medium  not  in  the  clearnefs  of  divine 
wifdom.  The  cafe  is  difficult  to  fome  who 
have  them;  but  if  fuch  fet  afide  all  felf-inter- 
eft,  and  come  to  be  weaned  from  the  defire  of 
getting  eftates,  or  even  from  holding  them  toge¬ 
ther,  when  truth  requires  the  contrary,  I  believe 
way  will  open  that  they  will  know  how  to  fleer 
thro’  thofe  difficulties.” 

Many  friends  appeared  to  be  deeply  bovVed 
under  the  weight  of  the  work  ;  and  manifefled 
much  firmnefs  in  their  love  to  the  caufe  of  truth, 
and  univerfal  righteoufnefs  on  the  earth  :  And 
tho’  none  did  openly  juftify  the  practice  of 
flave-keeping  in  general,  yet  fome  appeared  con¬ 
cerned,  left  the  meeting  fhould  go  into  fuch  rnea- 
fures,  as  might  give  uneafinefs  to  many  brethren  ; 
alledging,  that  if  friends  patiently  continued 
under  the  exercife,  the  Lord,  in  time  to  come, 
might  open  a  way  for  the  deliverance  of  thefe 
people  ;  and  I  finding  an  engagement  to  fpeak, 
faid,  “  My  mind  is  often  led  to  confider  the 
purity  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  the  juftice  of  his 
judgments ;  and  herein  my  foul  is  covered  with 
awfulnefs  :  I  cannot  omit  to  hint  of  fome  cafes, 
where  people  have  not  been  treated  with  the 
purity  of  juftice,  and  the  event  hath  been  la¬ 
mentable  :  Many  {laves  on  this  continent  are 
opprelfed,  and  their  cries  have  reached  the  ears 
of  the  Moft  High.  Such  are  the  purity  and  cer¬ 
tainty  of  his  judgments,  that  he  cannot  be  par¬ 
tial  in  our  favour.  In  infinite  love  and  good- 
nefs,  he  hath  opened  our  underftandings  from 

one 
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one  time  to  another,  concerning  our  duty  toward 
this  people  ;  and  it  is  not  a  time  for  delay.  Should 
we  now  be  fenfible  of  what  he  requires  of  us,  and 
thro  a  refpeft  to  the  private  interefl  of  fome  per- 
fons,  or  thro’  a  regard  to  fome  friendfhips  which 
do  not  fland  on  an  immutable  foundation,  neg- 
left  to  do  our  duty  in  firmnefs  and  conftaney, 
ftill  waiting  for  fome  extraordinary  means  to  bring 
about  their  deliverance;  it  may  be  by  terrible 
things  in  righteoufnefs,  God  may  anfwer  us  in  this 
matter.” 

Many  faithful  brethren  laboured  with  great 
firmnefs ;  and  the  love  of  truth,  in  a  good  degree, 
prevailed.  Several  friends,  who  had  negroes,  ex- 
prelfed  their  defire  that  a  rule  might  be  made, 
to  deal  with  fuch  friends  as  offenders  who  bought 
naves  in  future  :  To  this  it  was  anfv/ered,  that 
the  root  of  this  evil  would  never  be  effe&ually 
ftruck  at,  until  a  thorough  fearch  was  made  into 
the  circumftances  of  fuch  friends  who  kept  ne¬ 
groes,  with  refpeft  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  their 
motives  in  keeping  them,  that  impartial  juftice 
might  be  adminiftered  throughout.  Several  friends 
exprdfed  their  defire,  that  a  vifit  might  be  made 
to  fuch  friends  who  kept  ffaves  :  and  many  friends 
faid,  that  they  believed  liberty  was  the  negroes 
right ;  to  which,  at  length,  no  oppofition  was 
made  publickly  :  A  minute  was  made  more  full 
on  that  fubjedf,  than  any  heretofore;  and  the 
names  of  feveral  friends  entered,  who  were  free 
to  join  in  a  vifit  to  fuch  who  kept  fiaves. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


His  vi firing  the  quarterley-meetings  in  Chefter  county ; 
and  afterwards,  joining  with  Daniel  Stanton  and 
John  Scarborough,  in  a  vift  to  fuch  as  kept  (laves 
there — Some  obfervations  on  the  conduct  fuch  Jhould 
maintain  who  are  concerned  to  fpeak  in  meetings  for 
difciphne— Several  more  vijits  to  fuch  who  kept  jlaves ; 
and  to  friends  near  Salem — Some  account  of  the 
yearly-meeting  in  the  year  1759,  and  of  the  increaf- 
ing  concern  in  divers  provinces ,  to  labour  againft  buy¬ 
ing  and  keeping  flaves — T’he  yearly-meeting  epiftle — 
His  thoughts  on  the  fmall-pox  fpreading — and  on  in¬ 
oculation. 


the  eleventh  day  of  the  eleventh  month, 
^  in  the  year  1758,  I  fet  out  for  Concord  ;  the 
quarterly-meeting  heretofore  held  there,  was  now, 
by  reafon  of  a  great  increafe  of  members,  divided 
into  two  by  the  agreement  of  friends,  at  our  laft 
yearly-meeting.  Here  I  met  with  our  beloved 
friends  Samuel  Spavold  and  Mary  Kirby  from  England 9 
and  with  fofeph  White  from  Bucks  county,  who 
had  taken  leave  of  his  family  in  order  to  go  on  a 
religious  vifit  to  friends  in  England ;  and,  thro* 
divine  goodnefs,  we  were  favoured  with  a  ftrength- 
ening  opportunity  together. 
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After  this  meeting  I  joined  with  my  friends 
Daniel  Stanton  and  John  Scarborough ,  in  vifiting 
friends  who  had  Haves ;  and  at  night  we  had  a 
family  meeting  at  William  Trimble’s  many  young 
people  being  there  ;  and  it  was  a  precious  reviv¬ 
ing  opportunity.  Next  morning  we  had  a  com¬ 
fortable  fitting  with  a  lick  neighbour  ;  and  thence 
to  the  burial  of  the  corpfe  of  a  friend  at  Uwch- 
Jand  meeting,  at  which  were  many  people,  and  it 
was  a  time  of  divine  favour,  after  which,  we  vi- 
lited  fome  who  had  Haves ;  and,  at  night,  had 
a  family  meeting  at  a  friend’s  houfe,  where  the 
channel  of  gofpel  love  was  opened,  and  my  mind 
was  comforted  after  a  hard  day’s  labour.  The 
next  day  we  were  at  Gojhen  monthly-meeting  ;  and 
thence,  on  the^  eighteenth  day  of  the  eleventh 
month,  in  the  year  1758,  attended  the  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  at  London-Grove ,  it  being  the  firfh 
held  at  that  place.  Here  we  met  again  with 
all  the  before-mentioned  friends,  and  had  fome 

j  ' 

edifying  meetings:  And  near  the  conclufion  of 
the  meeting  for  bufinefs,  friends  were  incited  to 
conftancy  in  fupporting  the  teftimony  of  truth, 
and  reminded  of  the  neceffity  which  the  difciples 
of  Chrift  are  under  to  attend  principally  to  his 
bufinefs,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  open  it  to  us  ;  and  to 
be  particularly  careful  to  have  our  minds  redeem¬ 
ed  from  the  love  of  wealth  ;  to  have  our  outward 
aflairs  in  as  little  room  as  may  be  ;  that  no 
temporal  concerns  may  entangle  our  affedicns, 
or  hinder  us  from  diligently  following  the  didates 
of  truth,  in  labouring  to  promote  the  pure  fpirit 
of  meeknefs  and  Jheavenly-mindednefs  amongft 

the 
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the  children  of  men,  in  thefe  days  of  calamity  and 
diftrefs,  wherein  God  is  vifiting  our  land  with  his 
juft  judgments. 

Each  of  thefe  quarterly-meetings  were  large, 
and  fat  near  eight  hours.  Here  I  had  occafion 
to  confider,  that  it  is  a  weighty  thing  to  fpeak 
much  in  large  meetings  for  bufinefs :  For,  except 
our  minds  are  rightly  prepared,  and  we  clearly 
underftand  the  cafe  we  fpeak  to,  inftead  of  for¬ 
warding,  we  hinder  bufinefs,  and  make  more  la¬ 
bour  for  thofe  on  whom  the  burden  of  the  work 
is  laid. 

If  felfifh  views,  or  a  partial  fpirit,  have  any 
room  in  our  minds,  we  are  unfit  for  the  Lord's 
work  ;  if  we  have  a  clear  profpedt  of  the  bu¬ 
finefs,  and  proper  weight  on  our  mind  to  fpeak, 
it  behoves  us  to  avoid  ufelefs  apologies  and  re¬ 
petitions  ;  Where  people  are  gathered  from  far, 
and  adjourning  a  meeting  of  bufinefs  is  attended 
with  great  difficulty,  it  behoves  all  to  be  cautious 
how  they  detain  a  meeting;  efpecially  when  they 
have  fat  fix  or  feven  hours,  and  have  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  to  ride  home.  After  this  meeting  I  rode 
home. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  month  of  the 
year  1758,  I  joined  in  company  with  my  friends 
yohn  Syk  es  and  Daniel  Stanton  in  vifiting  fuch 
who  had  flaves:  Some,  whofe  hearts  were  right¬ 
ly  exercifed  about  them,  appeared  to  be  glad  of 
our  vifit ;  but  in  fome  places  our  way  was  more 
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difficult ;  and  I  often  faw  the  neceffity  of  keeping 
down  to  that  root  from  whence  our  concern  pro¬ 
ceeded  *  and  have  caufe,  in  reverent  thankfulnefs, 
humbly  to  bow  down  before  the  Lord,  who  was 
near  to  me,  and  preferved  my  mind  in  calmnefs 
under  fome  fharp  conflicts,  and  begat  a  fpirit  of 
fympathy  and  tendernefs  in  me,  toward  fome  who 
were  grievoufly  entangled  by  the  fpirit  of  this 
world. 

In  the  fir  ft  month  of  the  year  1759,  having 
found  my  mind  drawn  to  vifit  fome  of  the 
more  active  members,  in  our  fociety  at  Phi¬ 
ladelphia^  who  had  Haves,  I  met  my  friend  John 
Churchman  there  by  an  agreement  ;  and  we  con¬ 
tinued  about  a  week  in  the  city  :  We  vifited 
fome  that  were  fick,  and  fome  widows  and  their 
families ;  and  the  other  part  of  our  time  was 
moftly  employed  in  vifiting  fuch  who  had  flaves 
— It  was  a  time  of  deep  exercife,  looking  often 
to  the  Lord  for  his  affiftance  ;  who,  in  unfpeaka- 
ble  kindnefs,  favoured  us  with  the  influence  of 
that  fpirit,  which  crucifies  to  the  greatnefs  and 
fplendor  of  this  world,  and  enabled  us  to  go 
thro’  fome  heavy  labours,  in  which  we  found 
peace. 

.  '  r 

V 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  third  month, 
of  this  year,  I  was  at  our  General  fpring  meeting 
at  Philadelphia  :  After  which,  I  again  joined  with 
john  Churchman  on  a  vifit  to  fome  more,  who  had 
flaves  in  Philadelphia. ;  and,  with  thankfulnefs  to 
our  heavenly  Father,  I  may  fay,  that  divine  love 
.  .  and 
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and  a  true  fympathizing  tendernefs  of  heart,  pre¬ 
vailed  at  times  in  this  fervice. 

Having,  at  times,  perceived  a  lhynefs  in  fome 
friends  of  confiderable  note,  toward  me,  I  found 
an  engagement  in  gofpel  love  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
one  of  them  ;  and  as  I  dwelt  under  the  exercife, 
I  felt  a  refignednefs  in  my  mind  to  go  :  So  I 
went,  and  told  him  in  private,  I  had  a  defire 
to  have  an  opportunity  with  him  alone  ;  to  which 
he  readily  agreed  :  and  then,  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  things  relating  to  that  fhynefs  were  fea reli¬ 
ed  to  the  bottom ;  and  we  had  a  large  con¬ 
ference,  which,  I  believe,  was  of  ufe  to  both 
of  us ;  and  am  thankful  that  way  was  opened 
for  it. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month,  in 
the  fame  year,  having  felt  drawings  in  my  mind 
to  vifit  friends  about  Salem,  and  having  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  our  monthly-meeting  therein,  I  attend¬ 
ed  their  quarterly-meeting,  and  was  out  feven 
days,  and  at  feven  meetings  ;  in  fome  of  which 
I  was  chiefly  filent,  and  in  others,  thro’  the 
baptizing  power  of  truth,  my  heart  was  enlarg¬ 
ed  in  heavenly  love,  and  found  a  near  fellowfhip 
with  the  brethren  and  fillers,  in  the  manifold  tri¬ 
als  attending  their  chrillian  progrefs  thro’  this 
world. 

I 

In  the  feventh  month,  I  found  an  increaf- 
ing  concern  on  my  mind  to  vifit  fome  adive 
members  in  our  fociety  who  had  Haves  ;  and 
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having  no  opportunity  of  the  company  of  fuch 
who  were  named  in  the  minutes  of  the  yearly- 
meeting,  I  went  alone  to  their  houfes,  and,  in  the 
tear  or  the  Lord,  acquainted  them  with  the  exer- 
cife  I  was  under  :  And  thus,  fometimes,  by  a  few 
words,  I  found  myfelf  diicharged  from  a  heavy 
burden. 

After  this,  our  friend  John  Churchman  coming 
into  our  province  with  a  view  to  be  at  fome  meet¬ 
ings,  and  to  join  again  in  the  vifit  to  thofe  who 
had  Haves ;  I  bore  him  company  in  the  faid  vifit 
to  iome  active  members,  and  found  inward  fatis- 
fadion. 

At  our  yearly-meeting  in  the  year  1759,  we 
had  fome  weighty  feafons  ;  where  the  power  of 
truth  was  largely  extended,  to  the  ftrengthen- 
ing  of  the  honeft-minded.  As  friends  read  over 
the  epiftles,  to  be  fent  to  the  yearly-meetings 
along  this  continent,  I  obferved  in  moft  of  them, 
both  this  year  and  laft,  it  was  recommended 
to  friends  to  labour  againft  buying  and  keep¬ 
ing  flaves  ;  and  in  fome  of  them  clofelv  treat¬ 
ed  upon.  As  this  pradice  hath  long  been  a 
heavy  exercife  to  me,  and  I  have  often  wa¬ 
ded  thro’  mortifying  labours  on  that  account  ; 
and,  at  times,  in  fome  meetings  been  almoft 
alone  therein  :  Now  obferving  the  increafing 
concern  in  our  religious  fociety,  and  feeing  how 
the  Lord  was  raifing  up  and  qualifying  fervants 
for  his  work,  not  only  in  this  refped,  but  for 
promoting  the  caufe  of  truth  in  general,  I  was 

humbly 
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humbly  bowed  in  thankfulnefs  before  him.  Thi$ 
meeting  continued  near  a  week  :  And,  for  feveral 
days,  in  the  forepart. of  it,  my  mind  was  drawn 
into  a  deep  inward  ftilnels  ;  and  being,  at  times, 
covered  with  the  fpirit  of  ^application,  my  heart 
was  fecretly  poured  out  before  the  Lord  ;  And 
near  the  conclufion  of  the  meeting  for  bufinefs 
way  opened,  that,  in  the  pure  flowings  of  divine 
love,  I  expreffed  what  lay  upon  me  ;  which,  as  it 
then  arofe  in  my  mind,  was  “  firft  to  fhew  how 
deep  anfwers  to  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  fincere 
and  upright ;  tho’,  in  their  different  growth  they 
may  not  all  have  attained  to  the  fame  clear- 
nefs  in  fome-  points  relating  to  our  teftimony; 
And  I  was  led  to  mention  the  integrity  and  con- 
ftancy  of  many  martyrs,  who  gave  their  lives  for 
the  teftimony  of  Jefus  :  and  yet,  in  fome  points, 
held  doftrines  diftinguifhable  from  fome  which 
we  hold  ;  And  that,  in  all  ages  where  people 
were  faithful  to  the  light  and  underftanding 
which  the  Moft  High  afforded  them,  they  found 
acceptance  with  him  ;  and  that  now,  tho’  there 
are  different  thinking  amongft  us  in  fome  parti¬ 
culars,  yet,  if  we  mutually  kept  to  that  fpirit  and 
power  which  crucifies  to  the  world,  which  teach¬ 
es  us  to  be  content  with  things  really  needful 
and  to  avoid  all  fuperfluities,  giving  up  our  hearts 
to  fear  and  ferve  the  Lord,  true  unity  may  ftill  be 
preferved  amongft  us  :  and  that  if  fuch,  who 
were,  at  times,  under  fufferings  on  account  of 
fome  fcruples  of  confcience,  kept  low  and  hum¬ 
ble,  and  in  their  conduft  in  life  manifefted  a 
fpirit  of  true  charity  ;  it  would  be  more  likely  to 
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reach  the  witnefs  in  others,  and  be  of  more  fervice 
in  the  church,  than  if  their  bufferings  were  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  contrary  fpiritand  conduct.”  In  which 
cxercife  I  was  drawn  into  a  fympathizing  tender- 
nefs  with  the  fheep  of  Chrift,  however  diftinguifh- 
ed  one  from  another  in  this  world  ;  and  the  like 
diipofition  appeared  to  fpread  over  others  in  the 
meeting.  Great  is  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  to 
ward  his  poor  creatures. 

An  epiftle  went  forth  from  this  yearly-meeting, 
which  I  think  good  to  give  a  place  in  this  journal  ^ 
being  as  follows : 


From 
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From  the  yearly-meeting  held  at  Philadelphia ,  for 
Pennfylvania  and  New- Jerfey,  from  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  the  ninth  month,  to  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  the  fame,  inclufive,  1759. 

• 

To  the  quarterly  and  monthly-meetings  of  friends 
belonging  to  the  faid  yearly-meeting. 

Dearly  beloved  friends  and  brethren, 

u  |  N  an  awful  fenfe  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
of  the  Lord  our  God,  whofe  tender  mercies 
have  long  been  continued  to  us  in  this  land,  we 
affectionately  falute  you,  with  fmcere  and  fervent 
defires,  that  we  may  reverently  regard  the  dif- 
penfations  of  his  providence,  and  improve  under 
them.” 

> 

cc  The  empires  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
are  fubjeCt  to  his  Almighty  power  :  He  is  the 
God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh  ;  and  deals  with 
his  people  agreeable  to  that  wifdom,  the  depth 
whereof  is  to  us  unfearchable  :  We,  in  thefe 
provinces,  may  fay,  He  hath,  as  a  gracious  and 
tender  parent,  dealt  bountifully  with  us,  even 
from  the  days  of  our  fathers :  It  v/as  He  who 
{Lengthened  them  to  labour  thro’  the  difficulties 
attending  the  improvement  of  a  wildernefs,  and 
made  way  for  them  in  the  hearts  of  the  na¬ 
tives  ;  lo  that  by  them  they  were  comforted  in 

times 


104  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

times  of  want  and  diftrefs  :  It  was  by  the  graci- 
influence  of  his  holy  ipirit,  that  they  were  difpof- 
ed  to  work  righteoufnefs,  and  walk  uprightly  one 
towards  another,  and  towards  the  natives,  and  in 
life  and  converfation  to  manifeft  the  excellency 
of  the  principles  and  dcdhines  of  the  chriftian  re- 
religion  ;  .and  thereby  they  retain  their  efteem 
and  fnendfhip  :  Whi j ft  they  were  labouring  for 
the  necefiaries  of  life,  many  of  them  were  fervent¬ 
ly  engaged  to  promote  piety  and  virtue  in  the 

earth,  and  educate  their  children  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord.” 

If  we  carefully  confider  the  peaceable  mea- 
fures  purfued  in  the  firlL  lettlement  of  the  land, 
and  that  freedom  from  the  defolations  of  wars, 
which  for  a  long  time  we  enjoyed,  we  fhall 
find  ourfelves  under  ftrong  obligations  to  the 
Almighty,  who,  when  the  earth  is  fo  generally 
polluted  with  wickednefs,  gave  us  a  being  in 
a  part  fo  fignally  favoured  with  tranquillity  and 
plenty,  and  in  which  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift  are  fo  freely  publifhing,  that  we 
may  juftly  fay  with  the  pfalmift,  “  What  fhall 

we  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  bene- 
“  fits  ? 

“  Our  own  real  good,  and  the  good  of  our 
pofterity  in  fome  meafure  depends  on  the  part 
ve  a  dl  ;  and  it  nearly  concerns  us  to  try  our 
foundations  impartially.  Such  are  the  different 
rewards  of  the  juft  and  unjuft  in  a  future  ftate, 
that  to  attend  diligently  to  the  didlates  of  the 

fpirit 
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fpirit  of  Chrift,  to  devote  ourfelves  to  his  fervice, 
and  engage  fervently  in  his  caufe,  during  our 
fhort  ftay  in  this  world,  is  a  choice  well  becom¬ 
ing  a  free  intelligent  creature ;  we  fhall  thus  clear¬ 
ly  fee  and  confider  that  the  dealings  of  God  with 
mankind  in  a  national  capacity,  as  recorded  in 
holy  writ,  do  fufficiently  evidence  the  truth  of 
that  faying,  it  is  righteoufnefs  which  exalteth  a 
nation  and  tho*  he  doth  not  at  all  times  fud- 
denly  execute  his  judgments  on  a  finful  people  in 
this  life,  yet  we  fee  by  many  inflances,  that 
where  u  men  follow  lying  vanities,  they  for- 
44  fake  their  own  mercies  f  ’  and  as  a  proud  felf- 
ifh  fpirit  prevails  and  fpreads  among  a  people,  fo 
partial  judgment,  oppreflion,  difcord,  envy  and 
confufton  increafe,  and  provinces  and  kingdoms 
are  made  to  drink  the  cup  of  adverfity  as  a  re¬ 
ward  of  their  own  doings.  Thus  the  infpired  pro¬ 
phet,  reafoning  with  the  degenerated  Jews,  faith, 
4C  Thine  own  wickednefs  fhall  correct  thee,  and 
thy  backflidings  fhall  reprove  thee  :  Know  there- 
u  fore,  that  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter,  that 
“  thou  haft  forfaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  that 
u  my  fear  is  not  in  thee,  faith  the  Lord  God  of 
4C  HoftsJ’  Jer.  ii.  it). 

The  God  of  our  fathers  who  hath  bellow¬ 
ed  on  us  many  benefits,  furniftied  a  table  for 
us  in  the  wildernefs,  and  made  the  defarts  and 
folitary  places  to  rejoice  ;  he  doth  now  merci¬ 
fully  call  upon  us  to  ferve  him  more  faithfully— 
We  may  truly  fay  with  the  prophet,  ^  it  is 

u  his 
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44  his  voice  which  crieth  to  the  city,  and  men 
of  wifdom  fee  his  name  :  They  regard  the 
rod,  and  him  who  hath  appointed  it*  Peo¬ 
ple  who  look  chiefly  at  things  outward,  too 
little  confider  the  original  caufe  of  the  prefent 
troubles  ;  but  fuch  who  fear  the  Lord,  and  think 
often  upon  his  name,  they  fee  and  feel  that  a 
wrong  fpirit  is  fpreading  amonglt  the  inhabitants 
of  our  country ;  that  the  hearts  of  many  are  wax¬ 
ed  fat,  and  their  ears  dull  of  hearing;  that 
the  Moft  High,  in  his  vifitation  to  us,  inftead 
of  calling,  he  lifteth  up  his  voice  and  crieth  ; 
he  crieth  to  our  country,  and  his  voice  wrax- 
etli  louder  and  louder.  In  former  wars  between 
the  Englijh  and  other  nations,  fince  the  fettle- 
ment  of  our  provinces,  the  calamities  attend¬ 
ing  them  have  fallen  chiefly  on  other  places* 
but  now  of  late  they  have  reached  to  our  bor¬ 
ders  ;  many  of  our  fellow  fubje&s  have  fuffer- 
ed  on  and  near  our  frontiers,  fome  have  been 
flain  in  battle,  fome  killed  in  their  houfes,  and 
fome  in  their  fields,  fome  wounded  and  left  in 
great  mifery,  and  others  feparated  from  their 
wdves  and  little  children,  who  have  been  car¬ 
ried  captives  among  the  Indians  :  We  have  feen 
men  and  women  who  have  been  witnefles  of 
thefe  fcenes  of  forrow,  and  being  reduced  to 
want,  have  come  to  our  houfes  afking  relief. — - 
It  is  not  long  fince  it  was  the  cafe  of  many 
young  men  in  one  of  thefe  provinces  to  be 
draughted,  in  order  to  be  taken  as  foldiers ; 
fome  were  at  that  time  in  great  diftrefs,  and 
}iad  occafiort  to  confider  that  their  lives  had  been 
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too  little  conformable  to  the  purity  and  fpirituali- 
ty  of  that  religion  which  we  profefs,  and  found 
themfelves  too  little  acquainted  with  that  inward 
humility,  in  which  true  fortitude  to  endure  hard- 
nefs  for  the  truth’s  fake  is  experienced. — Many 
parents  were  concerned  for  their  children,  and  in 
that  time  of  trial  were  led  to  confider  that  their 
care  to  get  outward  treafure  for  them,  had  been 
greater  than  their  care  for  their  fettlement  in  that 
religion  which  crucifieth  to  the  world,  and  ena- 
bleth  to  bear  a  clear  teflimony  to  the  peaceable 
government  of  theMeffiah.  “  Thefe  troubles  are  re¬ 
moved,  and  for  a  time  we  are  releafed  from  them.” 

N  / 

u  Let  us  not  forget  that  “  the  Moft  High 
u  hath  his  way  in  the  deep,  in  clouds  and  in 
u  thick  darknefs”— that  it  is  his  voice  which 
crieth  to  the  city  and  to  the  country  ;  and  oh  ! 
that  thefe  loud  and  awakening  cries,  may  have 
a  proper  effect  upon  us,  that  heavier  chaftife- 
ment  may  not  become  necelfary !  For,  tho’  things, 
as  to  the  outward,  may  for  a  fhort  time,  af¬ 
ford  a  pleafing  profpeCt ;  yet,  while  a  felfifh  fpi- 
rit,  that  is  not  fubjedt  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
continueth  to  fpread  and  prevail,  there  can  be 
no  long  continuance  in  outward  peace  and  tran¬ 
quility.  If  we  defire  an  inheritance  incorrup¬ 
tible,  and  to  be  at  reft  in  that  ftate  of  peace 
and  happinefs,  which  ever  continues  ;  if  we  de¬ 
fire  in  this  life  to  dwell  under  the  favour  and 
protection  of  that  Almighty  Being,  whofe  habi¬ 
tation  is  in  holinefs,  whofe  ways  are  all  equal 
and  whofe  anger  is  now  kindled,  becaufe  of 

our 
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our  backflidings ;  let  us  then  awfully  regard  thefe 
beginnings  of  his  fore  judgments,  and  with  abafe- 
tn  nt  and  humiliation  turn  to  Him,  whom  we 
have  offended.” 

“  Contending  with  one  equal  in  ftrength,  is 

an  uneafy  exercife  ;  but  if  the  Lord  is  become  our 

enemy,  if  we  perfift  to  contend  with  Him  who  is 

Omnipotent,  our  overthrow  will  be  unavoida- 
bje.” 

* 

“Do  we  feel  an  affectionate  regard  to  pofte- 
rity  ;  and  are  we  employed  to  promote  their  hap- 
pinefs  ?  Do  our  minds,  in  things  outward,  look 
beyond  our  own  diffolution  ;  and  are  we  con¬ 
triving  for  the  profperity  of  our  children  after  us  ? 
Let  us  then,  like  wife  builders,  lay  the  foundation 
deep  ;  and  by  our  conflapt  uniform  regard  to  an 
inward  piety  and  virtue,  let  them  fee  that  we 
really  value  it :  Let  us  labour  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  that  their  innocent  minds,  while  young 
and  tender,  may  be  preferved  from  corruptions  ; 
that  as  they  advance  ip  age,  they  may  rightly 
underhand  their  true  intereft,  may  confider  the 
uncertainty  of  temporal  things,  and,  above  all 
have  their  hope  and  confidence  firmly  fettled 
in  the  blefling  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who  in- 
habitants  eternity,  and  preferves  and  fupports  the 
world.” 

“  In  all  our  cares  about  worldly  treafures, 
let  us  fteadily  bear  in  mind,  that  riches  pof- 
felled  by  children,  who  do  not  truly  ferve  God, 

are 
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are  likely  to  prove  fnares  that  may  more  grievous¬ 
ly  entangle  them  in  that  Spirit  of  felfifhnefs  and 
exaltation,  which  ftands  in  oppofitionto  real  peace 
and  happinefs  ;  and  renders  them  enemies  to  the 
crofs  of  Chrift,  who  Submit  to  the  influence  of 
it/* 

“  To  keep  a  watchful  eye  towards  real  objects 
of  charity,  to  viSit  the  poor  in  their  lonefome 
dwelling-places,  to  comfort  them  who,  thro’  the 
diSpenSations  of  Divine  Providence,  are  in  ftrait 
and  painful  circumftances  in  this  life,  and  fteadily 
to  endeavour  to  honour  God  with  our  fubftance, 
from  a  real  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrift  influencing 
our  minds  thereto,  is  more  likely  to  bring  a  blefP 
ing  to  our  children,  and  will  afford  more  Satisfac¬ 
tion  to  a  Chriftian  favoured  with  plenty,  than  an 
carneft  defire  to  colledl  much  wealth  to  leave  be¬ 
hind  us,  for,  “  here  we  have  no  continuing  city 
may  we  therefore  diligently  u  Seek  one  that  is  to 
u  come,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God.” 

“  Finally,  brethren,  whatfoever  things  are  true, 
u  whatfoever  things  are  juft,  whatfoever  things 
u  are  pure,  whatfoever  things  are  lovely,  what- 
cc  Soever  things  are  of  good  report ;  if  there  be 
“  any  virtue,  if  there  be  any  praife,  think  on  thefe 
u  things  and  do  them,  and  the  God  of  peace  fhali 
“  be  with  you.” 

Signed  by  appointment,  and  on  behalf  of  our 
faid  meeting,  by  Seven  friends. 


Qa 
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On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  eleventh 
month,  in  the  year  1759,  I  was  at  the  quarterly¬ 
meeting  in  Bucks  county :  This  day  being  the 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  my  heart  was  en¬ 
larged  in  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  the  favour 

of  the  Moft  High  was  extended  to  us  in  that  and 
the  enfuing  meeting. 

I  had  converfation,  at  my  lodging,  with  my 
beloved  friend  Samuel  Eaftburn ;  who  exprefled  a 
concern  to  join  in  a  vifit  to  fome  friends,  in  that 
county,  who  had  negroes  ;  and  as  I  had  felt  a 
draught  in  my  mind  to  that  work  in  the  faid 
county,  I  came  home  and  put, things  in  order  :  On 
the  eleventh  day  of  the  twelfth  month  following 
I  went  over  the  river  ;  and  on  the  next  day  was 
at  Buckingham  meeting  ;  where,  thro’  the  defcend- 
ings  of  heavenly  dew,  my  mind  was  comforted, 
and  drawn  into  a  near  unity  with  the  flock  of  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift. 

Entering  upon  this  vilit  appeared  weighty : 
And  before  I  left  home  my  mind  was  often 
fad  ;  under  which  exercife  I  felt,  at  times,  the 
Holy  Spirit  which  helps  our  infirmities ;  thro’ 
which,  in  private,  my  prayers  were,  at  times, 
put  up  to  God,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
purge  me  from  all  felfifhnefs,  that  I  might  be 
ftrengthened  to  difcharge  my  duty  faithfully, 
how  hard  foever  to  the  natural  part.  We  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  the  vifit  in  a  weighty  frame  of  fpirit, 
and  went  to  the  houfes  of  the  moft  adtive  mem¬ 
bers,  throughout  the  county,  who  had  negroes  ; 

and. 
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and,  thro’  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  my  mind 
was  preferved  in  refignation  in  times  of  trial, 
and  tho’  the  work  was  hard  to  nature,  yet 
thro’  the  ftrength  of  that  love  which  is  ftronger 
than  death,  tendernefs  of  heart  was  often  felt 
amongft  us  in  our  vifits,  and  we  parted  from  fe- 
veral  families  with  greater  fatisfa&ion  than  we  ex- 

We  vifited  Jofeph  White's  family,  he  being  in 
England  ;  had  alfo  a  family-fitting  at  the  houfe  of 
an  elder  who  bore  us  company,  and  was  at  Make- 
field  on  a  firft  day :  At  all  which  times  my  heart 
was  truly  thankful  to  the  Lord,  who  was  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  renew  his  loving  kindnefs  to  us, 
his  poor  fervants,  uniting  us  together  in  his 
work. 

In  the  winter  of  this  year,  the  fmall-pox  being 
in  our  town,  and  many  being  inoculated,  of  which 
a  few  died,  fome  things  were  opened  in  my  mind, 
which  I  wrote  as  follow  : 

The  more  fully  our  lives  are  conformable  to  the 
will  of  God,  the  better  it  is  for  us — I  have  looked 
on  the  fmall-pox  as  a  meffenger  from  the  Almigh¬ 
ty,  to  be  an  alliftant  in  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  to 
incite  us  to  confider  whether  we  employ  our  time 
only  in  fuch  things  as  are  confiftent  with  perfect 
wifdom  and  goodnefs. 

Building  houfes  fuitable  to  dwell  in,  for  our- 
felves  and  our  Creatures  ;  preparing  cloathing 

fuitable 
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fui  table  for  the  climate  and  feafon,  and  food  con¬ 
venient,  are  all  duties  incumbent  on  us:  And 
under  thefe  general  heads,  are  many  branches  of 
bufinefs,  in  which  we  may  venture  health  and  life,, 
as  necellity  may  require. 

This  difeafe  being  in  a  houfe,  and  my  bufinefs 
calling  me  to  go  near  it,  it  incites  me  to  think, 
whether  this  bufinefs  is  a  real  indifpenfible  duty  j 
whether  it  is  not  in  conformity  to  fome  cuftom, 
which  would  be  better  laid  afide  ;  or,  whether  it 
does  not  proceed  from  too  eager  a  purfuit 
after  fome  outward  treafure.  If  the  bufinefs  before 
me  fprings  not  from  a  clear  underflanding,  and  a 
regard  to  that  ufe  of  things  which  perfed  wifdom 
approves  ;  to  be  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  it,  and 
flopped  in  my  purfuit,  is  a  kindnefs ;  for  when 
I  proceed  to  bufinefs  without  fome  evidence  of 
duty,  I  have  found,  by  experience,  that  it  tends 
to  weaknefs. 

If  I  am  fo  fituated  that  there  appears  no 
probability  of  milling  the  infection,  it  tends  to 
make  me  think,  whether  my  manner  of  life, 
in  things  outward,  has  nothing  in  it  which  may 
unfit  my  body  to  receive  this  meflenger  in  a 
way  the  mofl  favourable  to  me.  Do  I  ufe  food 
and  drink  in  no  other  fort,  and  in  no  other 
degree,  than  was  defigned  by  Him,  who  gave 
thefe  creatures  for  our  fuftenance  ?  Do  I  never 
abufe  my  body  by  inordinate  labour,  ftriving 
to  accomplifh  fome  end  which  I  have  unwife- 
Iv  propofed  ?  Do  I  ufe  adion  enough  in  fome 

ufeful 
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ufeful  employ  ?  Or,  do  I  fit  too  much  idle,  while 
fome  perfons,  who  labour  to  fupport  me,  have 
too  great  a  fhare  of  it?  If,  in  any  of  thefe  things, 

I  am  deficient,  to  be  incited  to  confider  it,  is  a  fa¬ 
vour  to  me. 

There  is  employ  neceffary  in  focial  life  ;  and 
this  infection,  which  often  proves  mortal,  incites 
me  to  think,  whether  thefe  focial  adts  of  mine 
are  real  duties  :  If  I  go  on  a  vifit  to  the  widows 
and  fatherlefs,  do  I  go  purely  on  a  principle  of 
charity,  free  from  any  felfifh  views  ?  If  I  go 
to  a  religious  meeting,  it  puts  me  on  thinking, 
whether  I  go  in  fincerity  and  in  a  clear  fenfe  of 
duty ;  or  whether  it  is  not  partly  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  cuftom,  or  partly  from  a  fenfible  de¬ 
light  which  my  animal  fpirits  feel  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  other  people ;  and  whether  to  fupport 
my  reputation  as  a  religious  man,  has  no  fhare  in 
it. 

Do  affairs,  relating  to  civil  fociety,  call  me 
near  this  infection  ?  If  I  go,  it  is  at  the  hazard 
of  my  health  and  life ;  and  it  becomes  me  to 
think  ferioufly,  whether  love  to  truth,  and  righ~ 
teoufnefs  is  the  motive  of  my  attending ;  whe¬ 
ther  the  manner  of  my  proceeding,  is  altogether 
equitable  ;  or  whether  aught  of  narrownefs,  party 
intereft,  refpedt  to  outward  dignities,  names, 
or  diftindtions  among  men,  do  not  flain  the 
beauty  of  thofe  affemblies,  and  render  it  doubt¬ 
ful,  in  point  of  duty,  whether  a  difciple  of 
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Chrift  ought  to  attend  as  a  member  united  to  the 
body  or  hot. 

"Whenever  there  are  blemifhes,  which,  for  a  fe- 
ries  of  time,  remain  fuch  *,  that  which  is  a  means 
of  ftirring  us  up  to  look  attentively  on  thefe  bie- 
mifhes,  and  to  labour  according  to  our  capacities, 
to  have  health  and  foundnefs  reftored  in  our 
country,  we  may  juftly  account  a  kindnefs 
from  our  gracious  Father,  who  appointed  that 
means. 

The  care  of  a  wife  and  good  man  for  his  only 
ion,  is  inferior  to  the  regard  of  the  great  Parent 
of  the  univerfe  for  his  creatures.  He  hath  the 
command  of  all  the  Powers  and  operations  in 
nature  ;  and  “  doth  not  affli£t  willingly,  nor 
grieve  the  children  of  men  Chaftifement  is 
intended  for  inftru&ion,  and  inftrixftion  being  re¬ 
ceived  by  gentle  chaftifement,  greater  calamities 
are  prevented. 

By  an  earthquake,  hundreds  of  houfes  are 
fometimes  fhaken  down  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
multitudes  of  people  perifh  fuddenly  ;  and  many 
more  being  crufhcd  and  bruifed  in  the  ruins 
of  the  buildings,  pine  away  and  die  in  great  mi¬ 
sery. 

By  the  breaking  in  of  enraged  mercilefs  ar¬ 
mies,  flourifhing  countries  have  been  laid  wafte, 
and  great  numbers  of  people  perifhed  in  a  fhort 

time, 
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time,  and  many  more  prefled  with  poverty  and 
grief. 

By  the  peftilence,  people  have  died  fo  faft  in  a 
city,  that  thro’  fear,  grief  and  confufion,  thofe  in 
health  have  found  great  difficulty  in  burying  the 
dead,  even  without  coffins. 

f 

By  famine,  great  numbers  of  people  in  fome 
places,  have  been  brought  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs, 
and  pined  away  for  want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life. 
Thus,  where  the  kind  Invitations,  and  gentle 
chaftifements,  of  a  gracious  God  hath  not  been 
attended  to,  his  fore  judgments  have,  at  times, 
been  poured  out  upon  people. 

While  fome  rules,  approved  in  civil  fociety,  and 
conformable  to  human  policy,  fo  called,  are  dif- 
tinguifhable  from  the  purity  of  truth  and  righte- 
oufnefs  :  While  many  profeffing  truth  are  declin¬ 
ing  from  that  ardent  love  and  heavenly  minded- 
ednefs,  which  was  amongft  the  primitive  followers 
of  Jefus  Chrift :  It  is  a  time  for  us  to  attend 
diligently  to  the  intent  of  every  chaftifement,  and 

confider  the  rnoft  deep  and  inward  defisrn  of 
them. 

The  mod  High  doth  not  often  fpeak  with  an 
outward  voice  to  our  outward  ears  ;  but,  if  we 
humbly  meditate  on  his  perfections,  confider  that 
he  is  perfect  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  and  to  afflicl 
his  creatures  to  no  purpofe,  would  be  utterly  re- 
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verfe  to  his  nature,  we  fhall  hear  and  underftand 
his  language,  both  in  his  gentle  and  more  heavy 
chaftifments  ;  and  take  heed  that  we  do  not,  in 
the  wifdom  of  this  world,  endeavour  to  efcape  his 
hand  by  means  too  powerful  for  us. 

Had  he  endowed  men  with  underftanding  to 
hinder  the  force  of  this  difeafe,  by  innocent  means, 
which  had  never  proved  mortal  nor  hurtful  to  our 
bodies,  fuch  difcovery  might  be  confidered  as  the 
period  of  chaftifement  by  this  diftemper,  where 
that  knowledge  extended  :  But  as  life  and  health 
are  his  gifts,  and  not  to  be  difpofed  of  in  our 
own  wills,  to  take  upon  us,  when  in  health,  a 
diftemper,  of  which  fome  die,  requires  great 
clearnefs  of  knowledge,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  do 
fo. 


CHAP.  VII. 


His  vifit ,  in  company  with  Samuel  Eaftburn,  to  Long- 
Ifland,  Rhode-Ifland,  Bofton,  &c.  in  New-Eng- 
land — Remarks  on  the  Jlave-trade  at  Newport,  and 
his  exercife  on  that  account ;  alfo  on  lotteries — Some 
obfervations  on  the  ifland  of  Nantucket. 

T  T  A  V  I  N  G,  for  fome  time  paft,  felt  a  fym- 
**■  pathy  in  my  mind  with  friends  Eaftward, 

I  open- 
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I  opened  my  concern  in  our  monthly -meeting; 
and,  obtaining  a  certificate,  fet  forward  on  the 
feventeenth  day  of  the  fourth  month,  in  the 
year  1760,  joining  in  company,  by  a  previous 
agreement,  with  my  beloved  friend  Samuel  Eaft- 
burn.  We  had  meetings  at  IVoodbridge ,  Rahaway 
and  Plainfield ;  and  were  at  their  monthly-meet¬ 
ing  of  minifters  and  elders  in  Rahaway.  We 
laboured  under  fome  difcouragement  ;  but,  thro’ 
the  invifible  power  of  truth,  our  vifit  was  made 
reviving  to  the  lowly-minded,  with  whom  I  felt 
a  near  unity  of  fpirit,  being  much  reduced  in 
my  mind.  We  palled  on,  and  vifited  chief  of 
the  meetings  on  Long-Ifland.  It  was  my  con¬ 
cern,  from  day  to  day,  to  fay  no  more  nor 
lefs  than  what  the  fpirit  of  truth  opened  in  me, 
being  jealous  over  myfelf,  left  I  fhould  fpeak 
any  thing  to  make  my  teftimony  look  agree¬ 
able  to  that  mind  in  people,  which  is  not  in 
pure  obedience  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

V 

The  fpring  of  the  miniftry  was  often  low  ; 
and,  thro’  the  fubjedting  power  of  truth,  we  were 
kept  low  with  it  ;  and  from  place  to  place,  fuch 
whofe  hearts  were  truly  concerned  for  the  caufe 
of  Chrift,  appeared  to  be  comforted  in  our  la¬ 
bours ;  and,  tho’  it  was  in  general  a  time  of 
abafement  of  the  creature,  yet,  thro’  His  good- 
nefs,  who  is  a  helper  of  the  poor,  we  had  fome 
truly  edifying  feafons  both  in  meetings,  and 
in  families  where  we  tarried  ;  and  fometimes 
found  ftrength,  to  labour  earneftly  with  the  un¬ 
faithful,  efpecially  with  thofe,  whofe  ftation  in 

families. 
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families,  or  in  the  fociety  was  fuch,  that  their 
example  had  a  powerful  tendency  to  open  the  way 
for  others  to  go  afide  from  the  purity  and  found- 
fiefs  of  the  blefled  truth.  At  Jericho ,  on  Long- 
1(1  and)  I  wrote  home  as  follows : 


24  th  of  the  4th  month,  1760. 


Dearly  beloved  wife. 


E  are  favoured  with  health  ;  have  been  at 


fundry  meetings  in  Eaft-Jerfey ,  and  on  this 
iiland  :  My  mind  hath  been  much  in  an  inward 
watchful  frame,  lince  I  left  thee,  greatly  defiring 
that  our  proceedings  may  be  fingly  in  the  will  of 
our  heavenly  Father.” 

“  As  the  prefent  appearance  of  things  is  not  joy¬ 
ous,  I  have  been  much  fhut  up  from  outward  chear- 
fulnefs,  remembering  that  promife,  u  Then  fhalt 
thou  delight  thyfelf  in  the  Lord  as  this,  from 
day  to  day,  has  been  revived  in  my  memory,  I 
have  confidered  that  bis  internal  prefence  on  our 
minds,  is  a_ delight  of  all  others  the  mofl  pure  ; 
and  that  the  honeft-hearted  not  only  delight  in 
this,  but  in  the  effedt  of  it  upon  them.  He  who 
regards  the  helplefs  and  diftreifed,  and  reveals  his 
love  to  his  children  under  affliction,  they  delight 
in  beholding  his  benevolence,  and  feeling  divine 
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charity  moving  upon  them  :  Of  this  I  may  fpeak 
a  little  ;  for  tho’  fince  I  left  you,  I  have  often 
found  an  engaging  love  and  affeftion  towards 
thee  and  my  daughter,  and  friends  about  home; 
that  going  out  at  this  time,  when  ficknefs  is  fo 
great  amongfl  you,  is  a  trial  upon  me  ;  yet  I  often 
remember  there  are  many  widows  and  fatherlefs, 
many  who  have  poor  tutors,  many  who  have  evil 
examples  before  them,  and  many  whofe  minds  are 
in  captivity,  for  whofe  fake  my  heart  is,  at  times, 
moved  with  companion;  that  I  feel  my  mind  re- 
figned  to  leave  you  for  a  feafon,  to  exercife  that 
gift  which  the  Lord  hath  bellowed  on  me ;  which, 
tho’  fmall,  compared  with  fome,  yet  in  this  I  re¬ 
joice,  that  I  feel  love  unfeigned  toward  my  fellow- 
low  creatures.  I  recommend  you  to  the  Almighty, 
who  I  truft  cares  for  you  ;  and  under  a  fenfe  of 
his  heavenly  love,  remain” 

Thy  loving  hufband,” 

Y 

“  y .  wr 


We  eroffed  from  the  eaft  end  of  Long-lfland 
to  New-London ,  about  thirty  miles,  in  a  large 
open  boat  ;  while  we  were  out,  the  wind  rifing 
high,  the  waves  feveral  times  beat  over  us,  that 
to  me  it  appeared  dangerous  ;  but  my  mind  was, 
at  that  time,  turned  to  Him,  who  made  and 
governs  the  deep,  and  my  life  was  refigned  to 
him  :  and  as  he  was  mercifully  pleafed  to  pre- 
ferve  us,  I  had  frefh  ocoafion  to  confider  every 

dav. 
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day,  as  a  day  lent  to  me  ;  and  felt  a  renewed 
engagement  to  devote  my  time,  and  all  I  had,  to 
him  who  gave  it. 

We  had  five  meetings  in  Narraganfet ;  and 
went  thence  to  New-port  on  Rhode-Ifland.  Our 
gracious  Father  preserved  us  in  an  humble  de¬ 
pendence  on  him  thro’  deep  exercifes,  that  were 
mortifying  to  the  creaturely  will.  In  feveral 
families  in  the  country,  where  we  lodged,  I 
felt  an  engagement  on  my  mind  to  have  a 
conference  with  them  in  private,  concerning  their 
Haves ;  and,  thro’  divine  aid,  I  was  favoured  to 
give  up  thereto  :  Tho’  in  this  concern,  I  ap¬ 
pear  fingular  from  many,  whofe  fervice  in  tra¬ 
velling,  I  believe,  is  greater  than  mine ;  I  do 
not  think  hard  of  them  for  omitting  it ;  I  do 
not  repine  at  having  fo  unpleafant  a  talk  af- 
figned  me,  but  look  with  awfulnefs  to  Him,  who 
appoints  to  his  fervants  their  refpe£live  employ¬ 
ments,  and  is  good  to  all  who  ferve  him  fincere- 
ly. 

'  N  l 

We  got  to  Newport  in  the  evening  :  And  on 
the  next  day  vifited  two  fick  perfons,  and  had 
comfortable  fittings  with  them ;  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  attended  the  burial  of  a  friend. 

The  next  day  we  were  at  meetings  at  Newport , 
in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  ;  where  the  fpring 
of  the  miniftry  was  opened,  and  ftrength  given  to 
declare  the  Word  of  Life  to  the  people. 
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The  next  day  we  went  on  our  journey  ;  but 
the  great  number  of  Haves  in  thefe  parts,  and  the 
continuance  of  that  trade  from  thence  to  Gum*, 
made  deep  impreflion  on  me  ;  and  my  cries 
were  often  put  up  to  my  heavenly  Father  in  fecret, 
that  he  would  enable  me  to  difcharge  my  duty 
faithfully,  in  fuch  way  as  he  might  be  pleafed  to 
point  out  to  me. 

We  took  Swanfea ,  Freetown ,  and  Fanton ,  in  our 
way  to  Bofton  ;  where  alfo  we  had  a  meeting ;  our 
exercife  was  deep,  and  the  love  of  truth  prevailed, 
for  which  I  blefs  the  Lord, 

We  went  eaftward  about  eighty  miles  beyond 
Bofton ,  taking  meetings,  and  were  in  a  good  degree 
preferved  in  an  humble  dependence  on  that  arm 
which  drew  us  out  ;  and,  tho’  we  had  fome  hard 
labour  with  the  difobedient,  laying  things  home 
and  clofe  to  fuch  as  were  ftout  againft  the  truth  ; 
yet,  thro’  the  goodnefs  of  God,  we  had,  at  times, 
to  partake  of  heavenly  comfort  with  them,  who 
were  meek,  and  were  often  favoured  to  part  with 
friends  in  the  nearnefs  of  true  gofpel  fellowfhip. 
We  returned  to  Bofton ,  and  had  another  comforta¬ 
ble  opportunity  with  friends  there  ;  and  thence 
rode  back  a  day’s  jojjrney  eaftward  of  Bofton  :  Our 
guide  being  a  heavy  man,  and  the  weather  hot, 
and  my  companion  and  I  confidering  it,  expreffed 
our  freedom  to  go  on  without  him,  to  which  he 
confented,  and  we  refpedlfully  took  our  leave  of 
him;  this  we  did,  as  believing  the  journey  would 
have  been  hard  to  him  and  his  horfe. 


We 
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We  vifited  the  meetings  in  thofe  parts,  and 
were  meafurably  baptized  into  a  feeling  of  the 
Rate  of  the  fociety  ;  and  in  bowednefs  of  fpirit 
went  to  the  yearly-meeting  at  Newport ;  where 
I  underftood  that  a  large  number  of  Haves  were 
imported  from  Africa  into  that  town,  and  then  on 
fale  by  a  member  of  our  fociety.  At  this  meeting 
we  met  with  John  Storer  from  England ,  Elizabeth 
Shipley ,  Ann  Gaunt ,  Hannah  Fojter ,  and  Mercy  Redman 
from  our  parts,  all  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  of 
whofe  company  I  was  glad. 

At  this  time  my  appetite  failed,  and  I  grew 
outwardly  wreak,  and  had  a  feeling  of  the  con- 
dition  of  Habakkuk ,  as  there  expreffied.  “  When 
I  heard,  my  belly  trembled,  my  lips  quivered, 
I  trembled  in  myfelf,  that  I  might  reft  in  the 
day  of  trouble  I  had  many  cogitations,  and 
was  forely  diftreffed  :  And  was  defirous  that 
friends  might  petition  the  legifiature,  to  ufe 
their  endeavours  to  difcourage  the  future  im^ 
portation  of  (laves ;  for  I  faw  that  this  trade 
was  a  great  evil,  and  tended  to  multiply  trou- 
bles,  and  bring  diftrefles  on  the  people  in  thofe 

parts,  for  whofe  welfare  my  heart  was  deeply  con¬ 
cerned. 

But  I  perceived  feveral  difficulties  in  regard  to 
petitioning  ;  and  fuch  was  the  exercife  of  my 
mind,  that  I  had  thought  of  endeavouring  to  get 
an  opportunity  to  fpeak  a  few  words  in  the  Houfe 
of  Aflembly,  then  fitting  in  town. 
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This  exercife  came  upon  me  in  the  afternoon, 
on  the  fecond  day  of  the  yearly-meeting,  and  go¬ 
ing  to  bed,  I  got  no  fleep  till  my  mind  was  whol¬ 
ly  refigned  therein  •,  and  in  the  morning  I  enquired 
of  a  friend  how  long  the  Affembly  were  likely  to 
continue  fitting ;  who  told  me,  they  were  expected 
to  be  prorogued  that  day  or  the  next. 

As  I  was  defirous  to  attend  the  bufinefs  of  the 
meeting,  and  perceived  the  Affembly  were  likely 
to  depart  before  the  bufinefs  was  over ;  after  con- 
fiderable  exercife,  humbly  feeking  to  the  Lord  for 
inftruction,  my  mind  fettled  to  attend  on  the  bu¬ 
finefs  of  the  meeting  ;  and  on  the  laft  day  of 
which,  I  had  prepared  a  fhort  effay  of  a  petition 
to  be  prefented  to  the  legiflature,  if  way  opened  t 
And  being  informed  that  there  were  fome  appoint¬ 
ed,  by  that  yearly-meeting,  to  fpeak  with  thofe  in 
authority,  in  cafes  relating  to  the  fociety,  I  opened 
my  mind  to  feveral  of  them,  and  fhewed  tlrem 
the  effay  I  had  made  ;  and  afterwards  opened 
the  cafe  in  the  meeting  for  bufinefs,  in  fubfbmce 
as  follows : 

♦ 

66  I  have  been  under  a  concern  for  fome  time, 
on  account  of  the  great  number  of  Haves  which 
are  imported  into  this  colony ;  I  a?m  aware  that 
it  is  a  tender  point  to  fpeak  to,  hut  apprehend 
I  am  not  clear  in  the  fight  of  heaven,  without 
fpeaking  to  it.  1  have  prepared  an  effay  of  a 
petition,  if  way  open,  to  be  prefented  to  the 
legiflature  ;  and  what  I  have  to  propofe  to  this 
meeting  is,  that  fome  friends  may  be  named  to 

withdraw 
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’withdraw  and  look  over  it,  and  report  whether 
they  believe  it  fuitable  to  be  read  in  the  meet¬ 
ing  ;  if  they  fhould  think  well  of  reading  it, 
it  will  remain  for  the  meeting,  after  hearing  it, 
to  confider,  whether  to  take  any  further  notice 
of  it,  as  a  meeting  or  not.”  After  a  fhort  con¬ 
ference  fome  friends  went  out,  and  looking  over 
it,  expreffed  their  willingnefs  to  have  it  read  ; 
which  being  done,  many  expreffed  their  unity 
with  the  propofal  ;  and  fome  fignified,  that  to 
have  the  fubjedts  of  the  petition  enlarged  upon, 
and  to  be  figned  out  of  meeting  by  fuch  who 
were  free,  would  be  more  fuitable  than  to  do 
it  there  :  Tho’  I  expected  at  firft,  that  if  it  was 
done  it  would  be  in  that  way  *  yet  fuch  was 
my  mind,  that  to  move  it  in  the  hearing  of 
friends  when  affembled,  appeared  to  me  as  a  du¬ 
ty  ;  for  my  heart  yearned  toward  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  parts  ;  believing  that  by  this  trade  there 
had  been  an  increafe  of  inquietude  amongfl  them, 
and  a  way  made  eafy  for  the  fpreading  of  a  fpirit 
oppofite  to  that  meeknefs  and  humility,  which  is 
a  fure  refling-place  for  the  foul :  And  that  the 
continuance  of  this  trade,  would  not  only  render 
their  healing  more  difficult,  but  increafe  their  ma¬ 
lady. 

t  t 

Having  thus  far  proceeded,  I  felt  eafy  to  leave 
the  effay  amongfl  friends,  for  them  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  it  as  they  believed  befl.  And  now  an 
exercife  revived  on  my  mind  in  relation  to  lot¬ 
teries,  which  were  common  in  thofe  parts  :  I  had 
once  moved  it  in  a  former  fitting  of  this  meeting, 

when 
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when  arguments  were  ufed  in  favour  of  friends 
being  held  excufed,  who  were  only  concerned 
in  fuch  lotteries  as  were  agreeable  to  law  :  And 
now  on  moving  it  again,  it  was  oppofed  as 
before  ;  but  the  hearts  of  fome  folid  friends  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  united  to  difcourage  the  practice 
amongft  their  members ;  and  the  matter  was 
zealoufly  handled  by  fome  on  both  fides.  In  this 
debate  it  appeared  very  clear  to  me,  that  the 
fpirit  of  lotteries  was  a  fpirit  of  felfifhnefs,  which 
tended  to  confufion  and  darknefs  of  underftand— 
ing  ;  and  that  pleading  for  it  in  our  meetings, 
fet  apart  for  the  Lord’s  work,  was  not  right  ; 
and  in  the  heat  of  zeal,  I  once  made  reply  to 
what  an  ancient  friend  faid,  which  when  I  fat 
down,  I  faw  that  my  words  were  not  enough 
feafoned  with  charity  ;  and  after  this,  I  ipake  no 
more  on  the  fubjedt.  At  length  a  minute  was 
made-;  a  copy  of  which  was  agreed  to  be  fent  to 
their  feveral  quarterly-meetings,  inciting  friends 
to  labour  to  difcourage  the  practice  amongft  all 
profeffmg  with  us. 

Some  time  after  this  minute  was  made,  I  re¬ 
maining  uneafy  with  the  manner  of  my  fpeak- 
ing  to  the  ancient  friend,  could  not  fee  my 
way  clear  to  conceal  my  uneafinefs,  but  was 
concerned  that  I  might  fay  nothing  to  weaken 
the  caufe  in  which  I  had  laboured  ;  and  then, 
after  fome  clofe  exercife  and  hearty  repentance, 
for  that  I  had  not  attended  clofely  to  the  fafe 
guide,  I  ftood  up,  and  reciting  the  paflage, 
acquainted  friends,  that  tho’  I  dare  not  go  from 
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what  I  had  faid  as  to  the  matter,  yet  I  was  uneafy 
with  the  manner  of  my  fpeaking,  as  believing 
milder  language  would  have  been  better.  As  this 
was  uttered  in  feme  degree  of  creaturely  abafe- 
ment,  it  appeared  to  have  a  good  favor  among  ft 
us,  after  a  warm  debate. 

The  yearly-meeting  being  now  over,  there 
yet  remained  on  my  mind  a  fecret,  tho’  heavy 
exercife,  in  regard  to  fome  leading  adtive  mem¬ 
bers  about  Newport ,  being  in  the  pra&ice  of 
flave-keeping.  This  I  mentioned  to  two  ancient 
friends,  who  came  out  of  the  country,  and  pro- 
pofed  to  them,  if  way  opened,  to  have  fome 
converfation  with  thofe  friends  :  And  thereupon, 
one  of  thofe  country  friends  and  I,  coRfulted, 
one  of  the  moil  noted  elders  who  had  Haves  ; 
and  he,  in  a  refpedlful  manner,  encouraged  me 
to  proceed  to  clear  myfelf  of  what  lay  upon  me. 
blow  I  had,  near  the  begimng  of  the  yearly- 
meeting,  a  private  conference  with  this  faid  elder 
and  his  wife,  concerning  theirs  ;  fo  that  the  way 
feemed  clear  to  me,  to  advife  with  him  about 
the  manner  of  proceeding  :  I  told  him,  I  was 
free  to  have  a  conference  with  them  all  toge¬ 
ther  in  a  private  houfe ;  or  if  he  thought  they 
would  take  it  unkind  to  be  afked  to  come  to¬ 
gether,  and  to  be  fpoke  with  in  the  hearing  of 
one  another,  I  was  free  to  fpend  fome  time 
among  them,  and  vifit  them  all  in  their  houfes  : 
He  expiefled  his  liking  to  the  firft  propofal,  not 
doubting  their  willingnefs  to  come  together ; 
And,  as  I  propofed  a  vifit  to  only  minillers,  elders, 
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and  overfeers ;  he  named  fome  others,  whom  he 
defired  might  be  prefent  alfo  :  And  as  a  careful 
meffenger  was  wanted  to  acquaint  them  in  a 
proper  manner,  he  offered  to  go  to  all  their 
houfes  to  open  the  matter  to  them  ;  and  did  fo. 
About  the  eighth  hour  the  next  morning,  we 
met  in  the  meeting-houfe  chamber,  and  the  laft- 
mentioned  country  friend,  alfo  my  companion, 
and  John  Storer ,  with  us,  when,  after  a  fhort 
time  of  retirement,  I  acquainted  them  with  the 
fteps  I  had  taken  in  procuring  that  meeting, 
and  opened  the  concern  I  was  under,  and  fo 
we  proceeded  to  a  free  conference  upon  the 
fubjedb  My  exercife  was  heavy,  and  I  was 
deeply  bowed  in  fpirit  before  the  Lord,  who 
was  pleafed  to  favour  with  the  feafoning  vir¬ 
tue  of  truth,  which  wrought  a  tendernefs 
amongft  us ;  and  the  fubjedt  was  mutually  hand¬ 
led  in  a  calm  and  peaceable  fpirit  :  And,  at 
length,  feeling  my  mind  releafed  from  that  bur¬ 
den  which  I  had  been  under,  I  took  my  leave 
of  them,  in  a  good  degree  of  fatisfadfion  ;  and 
by  the  tendernefs  they  manifefted  in  regard  to 
the  pradbce,  and  the  concern  feveral  of  them 
expreffed  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  difpofing 
of  their  negroes  after  their  deceafe,  I  believed 
that  a  good  exercife  was  fpreading  amongft  them  ; 
and  I  am  humbly  thankful  to  God,  who  lupport- 
ed  my  mind,  and  preferved  me  in  a  good  degree 
of  refignation  thro’  thefe  trials. 

Thou,  who  fometimes  travels  in  the  work  of 
the  miniftry,  and  art  made  very  welcome  by 
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thy  friends,  feeft  many  tokens  of  their  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  having  thee  for  their  gueft.  It  is  good 
for  thee  to  dwell  deep,  that  thou  mayeft  feel  and 
nnderftand  the  fpirits  of  people  :  If  we  believe 
truth  points  towards  a  conference  on  fome  fub- 
jefts,  in  a  private  way,  it  is  needful  for  us  to  take 
heed  that  their  kindnefs,  their  freedom  and  affa¬ 
bility,  do  not  hinder  us  from  the  Lord’s  work.  I 
have  feen,  that  in  the  midfl  of  kindnefs  and 
fmooth  condud,  to  fpeak  clofe  and  home  to  them 
who  entertain  us,  on  points  that  relate  to  their 
outward  interefl,  is  hard  labour;  and  fometimes, 
when  I  have  felt  truth  lead  toward  it,  I  have 
found  myfelf  difqualified  by  a  fuperficial  friend- 
fhip  ;  and  as  the  fenfe  thereof  hath  abafed  me, 
and  my  cries  have  been  to  the  Lord,  fo  I  have 
been  humbled  and  made  content  to  appear  weak, 
or  as  a. fool  for  his  fake  ;  and  thus  a  door  hath  o- 
pened  to  enter  upon  it.  To  attempt  to  do  the 
Lord’s  work  in  our  own  way,  and  to  fpeak  of  that 
which  is  the  burden  of  the  word,  in  a  way  eafy 
to  the  natural  part,  doth  not  reach  the  bottom  of 
the  diforder.  To  fee  the  failings  of  our  friends, 
and  think  hard  of  them,  without  opening  that 
which  we  ought  to  open,  and  flill  carry  a  face  of 
friendfhip,  this  tends  to  undermine  the  foundation 
of  true  unity. 

The  office  of  a  minifter  of  Chrift  is  weighty  : 
And  they  who  now  go  forth  as  watchmen,  had 
need  to  be  fteadily  on  their  guard  againfi:  the  fnares 
of  profperity,  and  an  outfide  friendfhip. 
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After  the  yearly  meeting,  we  were  at  meetings 
at  Newtown ,  Ciijhnet ,  Long-plain,  Roche/ter  and  Dart¬ 
mouth  :  From  thence  we  failed  for  Nantucket ,  in 
company  with  Gaunt ,  Mrry  Redman ,  and  ft- 

veral  other  friends  :  The  wind  being  Hack,  we 
only  reached  T* arpawling  Cove  the  firft  day  ;  where, 
going  on  fliore,  we  found  room  in  a  public-houfe, 
and  beds  for  a  few  of  us,  the  reft  fleeping  on 
the  floor  :  We  went  on  board  again  about  break 
of  day  ;  and  tho’  the  wind  was  fmall,  we  were 
favoured  to  come  within  about  four  miles  of  Nan¬ 
tucket  ;  and  then  about  ten  of  11s  getting  into  our 
boat,  we  rowed  to  the  harbour  before  dark  ; 
whereupon  a  large  boat  going  off,  brought  in  the 
reft  of  the  paflcngers  about  midnight :  The  next 
day  but  one  was  their  yearly-meeting,  which  held 
four  days;  the  laft  of  which  was  their  monthly¬ 
meeting  for  bufinefs.  We  had  a  laborious  time 
amongft  them  ;  our  minds  were  clofely  exercifed, 
and  I  believe  it  was  a  time  of  great  fearching  of 
heart  :  The  longer  I  was  on  the  ifland,  the  more 
I  became  fenfible  that  there  was  a  confiderable 
number  of  valuable  friends  there,  tho’  an  evil  fpi- 
rit,  tending  to  ftrife,  had  been  at  work  amongft 
them  :  I  was  cautious  of  making  any  vifits,  but 
as  my  mind  was  particularly  drawn  to  them  ;  and 
in  that  way  we  had  fome  fittings  in  friends  houf- 
es,  where  the  heavenly  wing  was,  at  times,  fpread 
over  us,  to  our  mutual  comfort. 


My  beloved  companion  had  very  acceptable  fer- 
vice  on  this  ifland. 
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When  meeting  was  over,  we  all  agreed  to 
fail  the  next  day,  it  the  weather  was  fuitable 
and  we  well ;  and  being  called  up  the  latter 
part  of  the  night,  we  went  on  board  a  veflel, 
being  in  all  about  fifty ;  but  the  wind  chang¬ 
ing,  the  feamen  thought  beft  to  ftay  in  the 
harbour  ’till  it  altered  ;  fo  we  returned  on  fhore  : 
And  feeling  clear  as  to  any  further  vifits,  I  fpent 
my  time  in  our  chamber  chiefly  alone  ;  and 
after  lome  hours,  my  heart  being  filled  with  the 
fpirit  of  fupplication,  my  prayers  and  tears  were 
poured  out  before  my  heavenly  Father,  for  his 
help  and  inftrudtion  in  the  manifold  difficulties 
which  attended  me  in  life :  And  while  I  was 
waiting  upon  the  Lord,  there  came  a  melfenger 
from  the  women  friends,  who  lodged  at  another 
houfe,  defiring  to  confer  with  us  about  appointing 
a  meeting,  which  to  me  appeared  weighty,  as  we 
had  been  at  fo  many  before;  but  after  a  fhort  confer¬ 
ence, and  advifing  with  fome  elderly  friends,a  meet¬ 
ing  w'as  appointed,  in  which  the  friend,  who  firft 
moved  it,  and  who  had  been  much  fhut  up  before, 
was  largely  opened  in  the  love  of  the  golpel  :  and 
the  next  morning,  about  break  of  the  day,  going 
again  on  board  the  veflel,  we  reached  Falmouth  on 
the  Main  before  night,  where  our  horfes  being 
brought,  we  proceeded  toward  Sandwich  quarterly¬ 
meeting. 

Being  two  days  in  going  to  Nantucket ,  and 
having  been  there  once  before,  I  obferved  ma¬ 
ny  fhoals  in  their  bay,  which  make  failing  more 
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dangerous,  efpecially  in  ftormy  nights ;  alfo,  that 
a  great  fhoal,  which  enclofes  their  harbour,  pre¬ 
vents  their  going  in  with  (loops,  except  when 
the  tide  is  up ;  waiting  without  which,  for  the 
rifing  of  the  tide,  is  fometimes  hazardous  in 
ftorms  :  waiting  within,  they  fometimes  mifs  a 
fair  wind.  1  took  notice,  that  on  that  frnall 
ifland  was  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the 
foil  not  very  fertile  ;  the  timber  fo  gone,  that  for 
vefiels,  fences,  and  firewood,  they  depend  chief¬ 
ly  on  the  buying  from  the  Main  •,  the  colt 
whereof,  with  mofh  of  their  other  expences, 
they  depend  principally  upon  the  whale  fifhery 
to  anfwer.  I  confidered,  that  as  towns  grew 
larger,  and  lands  near  navigable  waters  more 
cleared,  timber  and  wood  would  require  more  la¬ 
bour  to  get  it  :  I  underftood  that  the  whales 
being  much  hunted,  and  fometimes  wounded  and 
not  killed,  grew  more  fhy  and  difficult  to  come  at: 
I  confidered  that  the  formation  of  the  earth,  the 
feas,  the  iflands,  bays,  and  rivers,  the  motions  of 
the  winds,  and  great  waters,  which  caufe  bars  and 
fhoals  in  particular  places,  were  all  the  works  of 
Him  who  is  perfect  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ;  and  as 
people  attend  to  his  heavenly  inftrudtion,  and  put 
their  trufl  in  him,  he  provides  for  them  in  all  parts, 
where  he  gives  them  a  being.  And  as  in  this 
vifit  to  thele  people,  I  felt  a  ilrong  defire  for 
their  firm  eftablifhment  on  the  fure  foundation  • 
belides  what  was  faid  more  publickly,  I  was 
concerned  to  fpeak-.  with  the  women  friends,  in 
their  monthly-meeting  of  bufinefs,  many  being 
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prefent  ;  and  in  the  frefh  fpring  of  pure  love, 
to  open  before  them  the  advantage,  both  in¬ 
ward  and  outward,  of  attending  fingly  to  the 
pure  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  therein 
to  educate  their  children  in  true  humility,  and 
the  difufe  of  all  fuperfluities,  reminding  them  of 
the  difficulties  their  hufbands  and  fons  were  fre¬ 
quently  expofed  to  at  fea  ;  and  that  the  more 
plain  and  firnple  their  way  of  living  was,  the 
lefs  need  of  running  great  hazards  to  fupport 
them  in  it ;  encouraging  the  young  women  in 
their  neat  decent  way  of  attending  themfelves 
on  the  affairs  of  the  houfe  ;  fhewing,  as  the  way 
opened*  that  where  people  were  truly  humble, 
tiled  themfelves  to  bufinefs,  and  were  content 
with  a  plain  way  of  life,  that  it  had  ever  been 
attended  with  more  true  peace  and  calmnefs  of 
mind,  than  they  have  had,  who,  afpiring  to 
greatnefs  and  outward  fhew,  have  grafped  hard 
for  an  income  to  fupport  themfelves  in  it:  And 
as  I  obferved,  they  had  few  or  no  Haves  amongfl 
them,  I  had  to  encourage  them  to  be  content 
without  them  ;  making  mention  of  the  numerous 
troubles  and  vexations,  which  frequently  attended 
the, minds  of  people*  who  depend  on  Haves  to  do 
their  labour. 

We  attended  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Sand - 
mcli,  in  company  with  Ann  Gaunt  and  Mercy 
Redman ,  which  was  preceded  by  a  monthly-meet¬ 
ing;  and  in  the  whole  held  three  days  :  We 
were  various  ways  exercifed  amongfl  them*  in 
gofpel-love,  according  to  the  leveral  gifts  be¬ 
llowed 
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ftowed  on.  us  ;  and  were,  at  times  overfhadow- 
ed  with  the  virtue  of  truth,  to  the  comfort  of 
the  fincere,  and  ftirring  up  of  the  negligent. 
Here  we  parted  with  Ann  and  Mercy^  and  went 
to  Rhode-Ifland,  taking  one  meeting  in  our  way, 

*  which  was  a  fatisfadtory  time ;  and  reaching  New¬ 
port  the  evening  before  their  quarterly-meeting, 
we  attended  it  ;  and  after  that,  had  a  meeting 
with  our  young  people,  feparated  from  thofe  of 
other  focieties.  We  went  thro'  much  labour  in 
this  town  ;  and  now,  in  taking  lbave  of  it,  tho’ 

I  felt  clofe  inward  exercife  to  the  laft,  I  found 
inward  peace ;  and  was  in  fome  degree  comfort¬ 
ed,  in  a  belief,  that  a  good  number  remain  in  , 
that  place,  who  retain  a  fenfe  of  truth  ;  and, 
that  there  are  fome  young'  people  attentive  to 
the  voice  of  the  heavenly  Shepherd.  The  laft 
meeting,  in  which  friends  from  the  feverai  parts  of 
the  quarter  came  together,  was  a  feledt  meeting  ; 
and  thro’  the  renewed  manifeftation  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  love,  the  hearts  of  the  fincere  were  united 
together. 

The  poverty  of  fpirit  and  inward  weaknefs, 
with  which  I  was  much  tried  the  forepart  of 
this  journey,  has  of  late  appeared  to  me  as  a 
difpenfation  of  kindnefs.  Appointing  meetings, 
never  appeared  more  weighty  to  me  ;  and  I  was 
led  into  a  deep  feareh,  whether  in  all  things 
my  mind  was  refigned  to  the  will  of  God; 
often  querying  with  myfelf,  what  fhould  .be  the 
c^uic  fuch  inward  poverty;  and  greatly  de¬ 
fied?  that  no  fecret  referve  in  my  heart  might 

hinder 
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hinder  my  accefs  to  the  divine  fountain.  In  thefe 
humbling  times  I  was  made  watchful,  and  excited 
to  attend  the  fecret  movings  of  the  heavenly  princi¬ 
ple  in  my  mind,  which,  prepared  the  way  to  fome 
duties,  that  in  more  eafy  and  profperous  times  as 
to  the  outward,  I  believe  I  fhould  have  been  in 
danger  of  omitting. 

From  Newport  we  went  to  Greenwich ,  Shanticut , 
and  IV arwick  ;  and  were  helped  to  labour  amongft 
friends  in  the  love  of  our  gracious  Redeemer  : 
And  then,  accompanied  by  our  friend  John  Cafey 
from  Newport ,  we  rode  thro’  Connecticut  to  Oblong, 
vifited  the  meetings  of  friends  in  thofe  parts,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Rye- 
woods  ;  and,  thro’  the  gracious  extendings  of  di¬ 
vine  help,  had  fome  feafoning  opportunities  in 
thofe  places  :  So  we  vifited  friends  at  New-Tork 
and  Flu/hing ;  and  thence  to  Rahaway :  And  here 
our  roads  parting,  I  took  leave  of  my  beloved 
companion  and  true  yokemate  Samuel  Eaftburn  ; 
and  reached  home  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  eighth 
month,  1760,  where  I  found  my  family  well  : 
And  for  the  favours  and  prote&ion  of  the  Lord 
both  inward  and  outward,  extended  to  me  in  this 
journey,  my  heart  is  humbled  in  grateful  acknow*^ 
ledgements  ;  and  I  find  renewed  defires  to  dwell 
and  walk  in  refignednefs  before  him. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

His  vi/its  to  Pennfylvania,  Shrewsbury  and  Squan — • 
His  publifhing  the  fecond  part  of  his  confide  rations  on 
keeping  negroes — The  grounds  of  his  appearing  in  fome 
refpetls  fingalar  in  his  drefs — His  vifiting  the  families 
of  friends  of  Ancocas  and  Mount-Holly  meetings — 
Hisvifits  to  the  Indians*/  Wehaloofing  on  the  river 
Sufquehannah. 

T  T  A  V I N  G,  felt  my  mind  drawn  toward  a  vifit 
to  a  few  meetings  in  Pennfylvania ,  I  was  ve¬ 
ry  defirous  to  be  rightly  inftrufted  as  to  the  time 
of  Setting  off :  And  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  fifth 
month,  1 761,  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  I 
went  to  Haddonfield  meeting,  concluding  to  Seek 
for  heavenly  inftruftion,  and  come  home  or  go 
on,  as  I  might  then  believe  beft  for  me  ;  and  there 
thro’  the  Springing  up  of  pure  love,  I  felt  encou¬ 
ragement,  and  So  crofted  the  river.  In  this  vifit  I 
was  at  two  quarterly  and  three  monthly-meetings ; 
and,  in  the  love  of  truth,  felt  my  way  open  to  la¬ 
bour  with  fome  noted  friends,  who  kept  negroes  : 
And  as  I  was  favoured  to  keep  to  the  root,  and 
endeavour  to  difcharge  what  I  believed  was  re¬ 
quired  of  me,  I  found  inward  peace  therein,  from 
time  to  time ;  and  thankfulnefs  of  heart  to  the 
Lord,  who  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  be  a  guide 
to  me. 

In 
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In  the  eighth  month,  1761,  having  felt  draw¬ 
ings  in  my  mind  to  vifit  friends  in  and  about 
Shretoflmry  ;  I  went  there,  and  was  at  their  month¬ 
ly-meeting,  and  their  firfl-day  meeting  ;  and  had 
a  meeting  at  Squan ,  and  another  at  Squanquam ;  and, 
as  way  opened,  had  converfation  with  fome  noted 
friends  concerning  their  flaves :  And  I  returned 

home  in  a  thankful  fenfe  of  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord. 

from  the  care  I  felt  growing  in  me  fome  years, 
I  wrote  Confidera lions  on  keeping  Negroes,  part 
the  fecond  ;  which  was  printed  this  year,  1762. 
When  the  overfeers  of  the  prefs  had  done  with  it, 
they  offered  to  get  a  number  printed  to  be  paid 
for,  out  of  the  yearly-meeting  flock,  and  to  be 
given  away  ;  but  I  being  moft  eafy  to  publifh 
them  at  my  own  expence,  and  offering  my  reafons 
they  appeared  fatisfied. 

1 

1.  his  flock  is  the  contribution  of  the  members 
of  our  religious  fociety  in  general ;  amongfl  whom 
are  fome  who  keep  negroes,  and  being  inclined 
to  continue  them  in  ilavery,  are  not  likely  to 
be  fatisfied  with  thofe  books  being  fpread  amongfl 
£  people  where  many  of  the  flaves  are  taught 
to  read,  and  efpecially  not  at  their  expence ; 
and  fuch,  often  receiving  them  as  a  gift,  conceal 
them  :  But  as  they  who  make  a  purchafe,  ge¬ 
nerally  buy  that  which  they  have  a  mind  for, 

I  believed  it  befl  to  fell  them ;  expecting,  by  that 
means,  they  would  more  generally  be  read  with 
attention.  Advertifements  being  figned  by  order 

of 
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of  the  overfeers  of  the  prefs,  direfted  to  be  read 
in  monthly-meetings  of  bufinefs  within  our  own 
yearly-meeting,  informing  where  the  books  were, 
and  that  the  price  was  no  more  than  the  cofl  of 
printing  and  binding  them;  many  were  taken  off 
in  our  parts ;  fome  I  fent  to  Virginia ,  fome  to  New- 
York ,  and  fome  to  Newport ,  to  my  acquaintance 
there,  and  fome  I  kept,  expecting  to  give  part  of 
them  away,  where  there  appeared  a  profpeft  of 
.  fervice. 

In  my  youth  I  was  ufed  to  hard  labour  ;  and 
tho’  I  was  middling  healthy,  yet  my  nature  was 
not  fitted  to  endure  fo  much  as  many  others : 
That  being  often  weary,  I  was  prepared  to  fym- 
pathize  with  thofe  whofe  circumftances  in  life, 
as  free  men,  required  conftant  labour  to  anfwer 
the  demands  of  their  creditors  ;  and  with  others 
under  oppreflion.  In  the  uneafinefs  of  body, 
which  I  have  many  times  felt  by  too  much  la¬ 
bour,  not  as  a  forced  but  a  voluntary  oppref- 
fion,  I  hav$  often  been  excited  to  think  on  the 
original  caufe  of  that  oppreflion,  which  is  im- 
pofed  on  many  in  the  world  :  And  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  wherein  I  laboured  on  our 
plantation,  my  heart,  thro’  the  frefh  vifitations 
of  heavenly  love,  being  often  tender  ;  and  my 
leifure  time  frequently  fpent  in  reading  the  life 
and  doctrines  of  our  blefled  Redeemer,  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fufferings  of  martyrs,  and  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  firft  rife  of  our  fociety  :  A  belief 
was  gradually  fettled  in  my  mind,  that  if  fuch 
who  had  great  eftates,  generally  lived  *  in  that 

humility 
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humility  and  plainnefs  which  belongs  to  a  chrii- 
tian  life,  and  laid  much  eafier  rents  and  inter- 
efts  on  their  lands  and  monies,  and  thus  led 
the  way  to  a  right  ufe  of  things,  fo  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people  might  be  employed  in  things  ufe- 
ful,  that  labour  both  for  men  and  other  crea¬ 
tures  would  need  to  be  no  more  than  an  agree¬ 
able  employ  ;  and  divers  branches  of  bufmefs, 
which  ferve  chiefly  to  pleafe  the  natural  inclina¬ 
tions  of  our  minds,  and  which,  at  prefent,  feem 
neceflary  to  circulate  that  wealth  which  fome 
gather,  might,  in  this  way  of  pure  wifdom,  be 
difcontinued.  And  as  I  have  thus  confidered 
thefe  things,  a  query,  at  times,  hath  arifen  :  Do 
I,  in  all  my  proceedings,  keep  to  that  ufe  of 
things  which  is  agreeable  to  univerfal  righteouf- 
nefs  ?  And  then  there  hath  fome  degree  of  fad- 
nefs,  at  times,  come  over  me  *  for  that  I  accuf- 
tomed  myfelf  to  fome  things,  which  occafioned 
more  labour  than  I  believe  divine  wifdom  intends 
for  us. 

’  1 

From  my  early  acquaintance  with  truth,  I 
have  often  felt  an  inward  diftrefs,  occafioned 
by  the  ftriving  of  a  fpirit  in  me,  againft  the 
operation  of  the  heavenly  principle  ;  and  in  this 
circumftance  have  been  affedled  with  a  fenfe  of 

V 

my  own  wretchednefs,  and  in  a  mourning  condi¬ 
tion  felt  earneft  longing  for  that  divine  help, 
which  brings  the  foul  into  true  liberty ;  and  fome- 
times  in  this  (late,  retiring  into  private  places, 
the  fpirit  of  fupplication  hath  been  given  me  • 
and  under  an  heavenly  covering,  I  have  afked  my 

gracious 
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gracious  Father,  to  give  me  a  heart  in  all  things 
refigned  to  the  dire&ion  of  his  wifdom,  and  in 
uttering  language  like  this,  the  thoughts  of  my 
wearing  hats  and  garments  dyed  with  a  dye 
hurtful  to  them,  have  made  lafting  imprellions  on 

me. 
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In  vifiting  people  of  note  in  the  fociety  who 
had  Haves,  and  labouring  with  them  in  brother¬ 
ly  love  on  that  account,  I  have  ieen,  and  the 
fight  has  affe&ed  me,  that  a  conformity  to  fome 
cuftoms,  diftinguifhable  from  pure  wifdom,  has 
entangled  many  ;  and  the  defire  of  gain  to  fup- 
port  thefe  cuftoms,  greatly  oppofes  the  work  of 
truth  :  And  fometimes  when  the  profpeft  of  the 
work  before  me  has  been  fuch,  that  in  bowednefs 
of  fpirit,  I  have  been  drawn  into  retired  places, 
and  befought  the  Lord  with  tears  that  he  would 
take  me  wholly  under  his  direction,  and  fhew  me 
the  way  in  which  I  ought  to  walk  ;  it  hath  reviv¬ 
ed  with  ftrength  of  convi&ion,  that  if  I  would  be 
his  faithful  fervant,  I  muft  in  all  things  attend  to 
his  wifdom,  and  be  teachable ;  and  fo  ceafe  from 
all  cuftoms  contrary  thereto,  however  ufed  amongft 
religious  people. 

As  he  is  the  perfection  of  power,  of  wrifdom, 
and  of  goodnefs;  fo  I  believe,  he  hath  provided, 
that  fo  much  labour  ftiall  be  neceflary  for  men’s 
fupport  in  this  world,  as  would,  being  rightly 
divided,  be  a  fuitable  employment  of  their  time ; 
and  that  we  cannot  go  into  fuperfluities,  or  grafp 
after  wealth  in  a  way  contrary  to  his  wifdom, 

without 
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without  having  connexion  with  feme  degree  of  op- 
preffion,  and  with  that  fpirit  which  leads  to  felf- 
■  exaltation  and  hrife,  and  which  frequently  brings 
calamities  on  countries,  by  parties  contending 
about  their  claims. 

Being  thus  fully  convinced,  and  feeling  an 
increafing  defire  to  live  in  the  fpirit  of  peace  ;  I 
was  often  forrowfully  affeded  with  thinking  on, 
the  unquiet  fpirit  in  which  wars  ^re  generally 
carried  on,  and  with  the  miferics  of  many  of 
my  fellow  creatures  engaged  therein;  fome  fud~ 
denly  dehroyed ;  fome  wounded,  and  after  much 
pain  remain  cripples ;  fome  deprived  of  all  their 
outward  fubftance,  and  reduced  to  want ;  and 
fome  carried  into  captivity.  Thinking  often  on 
thefe  things,  the  ufe  of  hats  and  garments  dyed 
with  a  die  hurtful  to  them,  and  wearing  more 
deaths  in  fummer  than  are  ufeful,  grew  more  un- 
eafy  to  me  ;  believing  them  to  be  cuftoms  which 
have  not  their  foundation  in  pure  wifdom.  The 
apprehenfion  of  being  Angular  from  my  beloved 
friends,  was  a  ftrait  upon  me ;  and  thus  I  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  ufe  ot  fome  things  contrary  to  my  judg¬ 
ment. 

On  the  thirty-firft  day  of  the  fifth  month, 

1 7 6 r ,  I  was  taken  ill  of  a  fever;  and,  after  hav¬ 
ing  it  near  a  week,  I  was  in  great  dihrefs  of 
body  ♦:  And  one  day  there  was  a  cry  raifed  in 
me,  that  I  might  underhand  the  caufe  why  I 
was  affiided,  and  improve  under  it  :  And  my 
conformity  to  fome  cuhoms,  which  I  believed 

were 
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were  not  right,  was  brought  to  my  remembrance ; 
and  in  the  continuation  of  the  exercife^  I  felt  all 
the  powers  in  me  yield  themfelves  up  into  the 
hands  of  Him  who  gave  me  being  ;  and  was 
made  thankful,  that  he  had  taken  hold  of  me  by 
his  chaftifement ;  Feeling  the  neceflity  of  further 
purifying,  there  was  now  no  defire  in  me  for 
health,  until  the  defign  of  my  correction  was  an- 
fwered  ;  and  thus  I  lay  in  abafement  and  broken- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  and  as  I  felt  a  finking  down  into  a 
calm  refignation,  fo  I  felt,  as  in  an  inftant,  an  in¬ 
ward  healing  in  my  nature ;  and  from  that  time 
forward  I  grew  better. 

Tho’  I  was  thus  fettled  in  mind  in  relation 
to  hurtful  dyes,  I  felt  eafy  to  wear  my  garments 
heretofore  made ;  and  fo  continued  about  nine 
months.  Then  I  thought  of  getting  a  hat  the 
natural  colour  of  the  furr  ;  but  the  apprehenfion 
of  being  looked  upon  as  one  affeCting  Angula¬ 
rity  ;  felt  uneafy  to  me :  And  here  I  had  occafion 
to  confider,  that  things,  tho’  fmall  in  themfelves, 
being  clearly  enjoined  by  divine  authority,  be¬ 
come  great  things  to  us;  and  I  trufted  that  the 
Lord  would  fupport  me  in  the  trials  that  might 
attend  Angularity,  while  that  Angularity  was  only 
for  his  fake :  On  this  account,  I  was  under 
clofe  exercife  of  mind  in  the  time  of  our  ge¬ 
neral  fpring  meeting  1762,  greatly  defiring  to 
be  rightly  direfted  ;  when  being  deeply  bowed 
in  fpirit  before  the. Lord,  I  was  made  willing 
to  fubmit  to  what  I  apprehended  was' required 

of 
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of  me ;  and  when  I  returned  home,  got  a  hat  of 
the  natural  coulour  of  the  furr. 

*  'i 

In  attending  meetings,  this  fingularity  was  a 
trial  upon  me,  and  more  efpecialiy  at  this  time, 
white  hats  being  ufed  by  feme  who  were  fond  of 
following  the  changeable  modes  of  drefs  ;  and  as 
tome  friends,  who  knew  not  on  what  motives  J 
wore  it,  carried  fhy  of  me,  I  felt  my  way  for  a 
time  (hut  up  in  the  exercife  of  the  miniftry  :  And 
in  this  condition,  my  mind  being  turned  toward 
my  heavenly  Father,  with  fervent  cries  that  I 
might  be  preferved  to  walk  before  him  in  the 
meeknefs  of  wifdom,  my  heart  was  often  tender 
in  meetings ;  and  I  felt  an  inward  confolation, 
which  to  me  was  very  precious  under  thofe  diffi- 
culties. 

I  had  feveral  dyed  garments  fit  for  ufe,  which 
I  believed  it  beft  to  wear,  ’till  I  had  occafion  of 
new  ones  .  And  fome  friends  were.apprehenfive, 
that  my  wearing  fuch  a  hat  favoured  of  an  af¬ 
fected  fingularity  :  And  fuch  who  fpake  with  me 
in  a  friendly  way,  I  generally  informed  in  a 
few  words,  that  I  believed  my  wearing  it,  was 
not  in  my  own  will.  I  had,  at  times,  been  fen- 
fible,  that  a  fuperficial  friendlhip  had  been  dan¬ 
gerous  to  me;  and  many  friends  being  now  un- 
eafy  with  me,  I  had  an  inclination  to  acquaint 
fome  with  the  manner  of  my  being  led  into  thefe 
things ;  yet,  upon  a  deeper  thought,  I  was  for 
a  time  moft  eafy  to  omit  it,  believing  the  pre- 
fent  difpenfation  was  profitable ;  and  trailing, 

that. 
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that  if  I  kept  my  place,  the  Lord  in  his  own 
time  would  open  the  hearts  of  friends  toward 
me  :  Since  which,  I  have  had  caufe  to  admire 
his  goodnefs  and  loving-kindnefs,  in  leading 
about  and  inftruding,  and  opening  and  enlarg¬ 
ing  my  heart  in  fome  of  our  meetings. 

In  the  eleventh  month  of  the  year  1762, 
feeling  an  engagement  of  mind  to  vifit  lome 
families  in  Mansfield  :  I  joined  my  beloved  friend 
Benjamin  Jones ,  and  we  fpent  a  few  days  toge¬ 
ther  in  that  fervice.  In  the  fecond  month  1763, 
I  joined  in  company  with  Elizabeth  Smith  and 
Mary  Noble ,  on  a  vifit  to  the  families  of  friends 
at  Ancocas ;  in  both  which  vifits,  thro’  the  bap¬ 
tizing  power  of  truth,  the  fincere  labourers  were 
often  comforted,  and  the  hearts  of  friends  open¬ 
ed  to  receive  us.  And  in  the  fourth  month  fol¬ 
lowing,  I  accompanied  fome  friends  in  a  vifit 
to  the  families  of  friends  in  Mount-Holly ;  in  which 
my  mind  was  often  drawn  into  an  inward  aw- 
fulnefs,  wherein  ftrong  defires  were  raifed  for 
the  everlafting  welfare  of  my  fellow-creatures ; 
and,  thro*  the  kindnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father, 
our  hearts  were,  at  times  enlarged,  and  friends 
invited,  in  the  flowings  of  divine  love,  to  attend  to 
that  which  would  fettle  them  on  the  fare  founda¬ 
tion. 

Having  many  years  felt  love  in  my  heart  to¬ 
wards  the  natives  of  this  land,  who  dwell  far 
back  in'  the  wildernefs,  whofe  anceftors  were 
the  owners  and  pofleflors  of  the  land  where 

we 
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we  dwell ;  and  who,  for  a  fmall  confideratioft, 
affigned  their  inheritance  to  us :  And  being  at 
Philadelphia  in  the  eighth  month,  17  61,  on  a 
vifit  to  fome  friends  who  had  flaves,  I  fell  in  4 
company  with  fome  of  thofe  natives  who  lived 
on  the  eaft  branch  of  the  river  Sufquehannah ,  at 
an  Indian  town  called  IVehaloofing ,  two  hundred 
miles  from  Philadelphia  §  and  in  converfation  with 
them  by  an  interpreter,  as  alfo  by  obfervations 
on  their  countenances  and  conduct,  I  believed 
fome  of  them  were  meafurably  acquainted  with 
that  divine  power  which  fubjedts  the  rough  and 
froward  will  of  the  creature  :  And,  at  times, 

I  felt  inward  drawings  toward  a  vifit  to  that 
place  of  which  I  told  none  except  my  dear  wife, 
until  it  came  to  fome  ripenefs,  and  then  in  the 
winter,  1762,  I  laid  it  before  friends  at  our 
monthly  and  quarterly,  and  afterwards  at  our 
General  fpring  meeting  ;  and  having  the  unity 
of  friends,  and  being  thoughtful  about  an  Indian 
pilot,  there  came  a  man  and  three  women  from 
a  little  beyond  that  town  to  Philadelphia  on  bu- 
finefs  :  And  I  being  informed  thereof  by  letter, 
met  them  in  town  in  the  fifth  month,  1763  ^ 
and  after  fome  converfation,  finding  they  were 
fober  people,  I,  by  the  concurrence  of  friends 
in  that  place,  agreed  to  join  with  them  as  compa¬ 
nions  in  their  return;  and  on  the  feventh  day 
of  the  fixth  month  following,  we  appointed  to 
meet  at  Samuel  Foulk's ,  at  Richland  in  Bucks  county. 
Now  as  this  vifit  felt  weighty,  and  was  per¬ 
formed  at  a  time  when  travelling  appeared  pe¬ 
rilous,  fo  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence, 
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in  preparing  my  mind  for  it,  have  been  memora~ 
ble ;  and  I  believe  it  good  for  me  to  give  Tome 
hints  thereof. 

After  I  had  given  up  to  go,  the  thoughts 
of  the  journey  were  often  attended  with  unu- 
fual  fadnefs  ;  in  which  times,  my  heart  was  fre¬ 
quently  turned  to, the  Lord  with  inward  breath¬ 
ings  for  his  heavenly  fupport,  that  I  might  not 
fail  to  follow  him  wherefoever  he  might  lead  me  : 
And  being  at  our  youth’s  meeting  at  Chefterfield, 
about  a  week  before  the  time  I  expe&ed  to  fet  off, 
was  there  led  to  fpeak  on  that  prayer  of  our 
Redeemer  to  his  Father  :  “  I  pray  not  that 

“  thou  fhouldeft  take  them  out  of  the  world, 
u  but  that  thou  fhouldeft  keep  them  from  the 
“  evil.”  And  in  attending  to  the  pure  openings 
of  truth,  had  to  mention  what  He  elfewhere  faid 
to  his  Father  ;  “  I  know  that  thou  heareft  me 

at  all  times  So  that,  as  fome  of  his  followers 
kept  their  places,  and  as  his  prayer  was  granted, 
it  followed  necelfarily  that  they  were  kept  from 
evil  :  And  as  fome  of  thofe  met  with  great  hard- 
fhips  and  afflictions  in  this  world,  and  at  laft 
fuffered  death  by  cruel  men ;  it  appears,  that 
whatfoever  befalls  men  while  they  live  in  pure 
obedience  to  God,  as  it  certainly  works  for  their 
good,  fo  it  may  not  be  confidered  an  evil  as 
it  relates  to  them.  As  I  fpake  on  this  fubjeft, 
my  heart  was  much  tendered,  and  great  awful- 
nefs  came  over  me  ;  and  then,  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  next  week,  being  at  our  own  afternoon 
meeting,  and  my  heart  being  enlarged  in  love, 
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I  was  led  to  fpeak  on  the  care  and  proteftioil 
of  the  Lord  over  his  people,  and  to  make  men¬ 
tion  of  that  paffage  where  a  band  of  Alfyrians 
endeavouring  to  take  captive  the  prophet,  were 
difappointed  ;  and  how  the  pfalmift  faid,  the  an¬ 
gel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  them 
that  fear  him.”  And  thus,  in  true  love  and 
tendernefs,  I  parted  from  friends,  expecting  the 
next  morning  to  proceed  on  my  journey  ;  and 
being  weary  went  early  to  bed  :  And  after  I 
had  been  afleep  a  fhort  time,  I  was  awaked 
by  a  man  calling  at  my  door  ;  and  arifing,  was 
invited  to  meet  fome  friends  at  a  publick-houfe 
in  bur  town,  who  came  from  Philadelphia  fo  late, 
that  friends  were  generally  gone  to  bed  :  Thefe 
friends  informed  me,  that  an  exprefs  arrived  the 
laft  morning  from  Pittjburg ,  and  brought  news 
that  the  Indians  had  taken  a  fort  from  the  En - 
ghjh  weftward,  and  had  flain  and  fcalped  Englifh 
people  in  divers  places,  fome  near  the  faid  Pitts¬ 
burg  ;  and  that  fome  elderly  friends  in  Philadel¬ 
phia^  knowing  the  time  of  my  expefting  to  fet 
off,  had  conferred  together,  and  thought  good 
to  inform  me  of  thefe  things,  before  I  left  home, 
that  I  might  conftder  them,  and  proceed  as  I 
believed  beff ;  fo  I,  going  again  to*  bed,  told 
not  my  wife  till  morning.  My  heart  was  turned 
to  the  Lord  for  his  heavenly  inflru&ion  ;  and 
it  was  an  humbling  time  to  me.  When  I  told 
my  dear  wife,  fhe  appeared  to  be  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  it ;  but  in  a  few  hours  time,  my 
mind  became  fettled  in  a  belief,  that  it  was 
my  duty  to  proceed  on  my  journey  ;  and  fhe 
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bore  it  with  a  good  degree  of  refignation.  In  this 
conflict  of  fpirit,  there  were  great  fearchings  of 
heart,  and  ftrong  cries  to  the  Lord,  that  no  moti¬ 
on  might  be  in  the  leaft  degree  attended  to,  but 
that  of  the  pure  fpirit  of  truth. 

The  fubjedts  before-mentioned,  on  which  I 
had  fo  lately  fpoken  in  publick,  were  now  very 
frefh  before  me  ;  and  I  was  brought  inwardly  to 
commit  myfelf  to  the  Lord,  to  be  difpofed  of 
as  he  faw  belt.  So  I  took  leave  of  my  family  and 
neighbours,  in  much  bowednefs  of  fpirit,  and 
went  to  our  monthly-meeting  at  Burlington ;  and 
after  taking  leave  of  friends  there,  I  crofled  the 
river,  accompanied  by  my  friends  Ifrael  and  John 
Pemberton ;  and  parting  the  next  morning  with 
Ifrael ,  John  bore  me  company  to  Samuel  Foulks’s  9 
where  I  met  the  before-mentioned  Indians ,  and 
we  were  glad  to  fee  each  other  :  Here  my  friend 
Benjamin  Parvin  met  me,  and  propofed  joining 
as  a  companion,  we  having  paffed  fome  letters 
before  on  the  fubjeft  ;  and  now  on  his  account  I 
had  a  (harp  trial  ;  for  as  the  journey  appeared  pe¬ 
rilous,  I  thought  if  he  went,  chiefly  to  bear  me 
company,  and  we  fhould  be  taken  captive,  my 
having  been  the  means  of  drawing  him  into  thole 
difficulties,  would  add  to  my  own  afflictions  :  So 
I  told  him  my  mind  freely,  and  let  him  know 
that  I  was  refigned  to  go  alone ;  but  after  all,  if 
he  really  believed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  on,  I 
believed  his  company  would  be  very  comfortable 
to  me  ;  It  was  indeed  a  time  of  deep  exercife, 
and  Benjamin  appeared  to  be  fo  fattened  to  the 
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vifit,  that  he  could  not  be  eafy  to  leave  mev;  fo 
we  went  on,  accompanied  by  our  friends  John 
Pemberton,  and  William  Lightfoot  of  Pikeiand ,  and 
lodged  at  Bethlehem  ;  and  there  parting  with  John , 
William  and  we  went  forward  on  the  ninth  day 
of  the  fixth  month,  and  got  lodging  on  the  floor 
of  a  houfe,  about  live  miles  from  Fort-Alien  ;  here 
we  parted  with  William :  And  at  this  place  we 
met  with  an  Indian  trader,  lately  come  from 
Wioming ;  and  in  converfation  with  him,  I  perceiv¬ 
ed  that  many  white  people  do  often  fell  rum 
to  the  Indians ,  which,  I  believe,  is  a  great  evil  ; 
firft,  they  being  thereby  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
their  reafon,  and  their  fpirits  violently  agitated, 
quarrels  often  arife  which  end  in  mifchief ;  and 
the  bitternefs  and  refentment  occafioned  hereby, 
are  frequently  of  long  continuance  :  Again,  their 
fkins  and  furs,  gotten  thro’  much  fatigue  and 
hard  travels  in  hunting,  with  which  they  in¬ 
tended  to  buy  cloathing,  when  they  become 
intoxicated,  they  often  fell  at  a  low  rate  for 
more  rum  ;  and  afterward,  when  they  fufFer  for 
want  of  the  necelfaries  of  life,  are  angry  with 
thofe  who,  for  the  fake  of  gain,  took  the  advant¬ 
age  of  their  weaknefs :  Of  this  their  chiefs  have 
often  complained,  at  their  treaties  with  the 
Englijh.  Where  cunning  people  pafs  counterfeits, 
and  impofe  that  on  others  which  is  good  for 
nothing,  it  is  confidered  as  a  wickednefs;  but 
to  fell  that  to  people  which  we  know  does  them 
harm,  and  w^hich  often  works  their  ruin,  for 
the  fake  of  gain,  manifefts  a  hardened  and  cor¬ 
rupt  heart  ;  and  is  an  evil,  which  demands  the 
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care  of  all  true  lovers  of  virtue  to  fupprefs :  And 
while  my  mind  this  evening,  was  thus  employed, 
I  alfo  remembered,  that  the  people  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  among  whom  this  evil  is  too  common,  are 
often  poor ;  who  venture  to  the  outfide  of  a  colo¬ 
ny,  that  they  may  live  more  independent  on  fuch 
who  are  wealthy,  who  often  fet  high  rents  on 
their  land  :  Being  renewedly  confirmed  in  a  be¬ 
lief,  that  if  all  our  inhabitants  lived  according  to 
found  wifdom,  labouring  to  promote  univerfal 
love  and  righteoufnefs,  and  ceafed  from  every  in¬ 
ordinate  defire  after  wealth,  and  from  all  cuftoms 
which  are  tinftured  with  luxury,  the  way  would 
be  eafy  for  our  inhabitants,  tho’  much  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  at  prefent,  to  live  comfortably  on 
honeft  employments,  without  having  that  tempta¬ 
tion  they  are  often  under,  of  being  drawn  into 
fchemes  to  make  fettlement  on  lands  which  have 
not  been  purchafed  of  the  Indians ,  or  of  apply¬ 
ing  to  that  wicked  practice  of  felling  rum  to 
them. 


On  the  tenth  day  of  the  month  we  fet  out 
early  in  the  morning,  and  croffed  the  weftern 
branch  of  Delaware ,  called  the  Great  Lehie  near 
Fort-Alien  ;  the  water  being  high,  we  went  over 
in  a  canoe  ;  Here  we  met  an  Indian ,  and  had 
fome  friendly  convention  with  him,  and  gave 
him  fome  bifcuit  ;  and  he  having  killed  a  deer, 
gave  the  Indians  with  us  fome  of  it  :  Then  af¬ 
ter  travelling  fome  miles,  we  met  feveral  Indian 
men  and  women  with  a  cow  and  horfe,  and 
fome  houfhold  goods,  who  were  lately  come  from 

their 
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their  dwelling  at  W '.owing,  and  going  to  fettle  at 
another  place  ;  we  made  them  fome  fmall  pre¬ 
fers ;  and  fome  of  them  undemanding  Englijh,  I 
told  them  my  motive  in  coming  into  their  country ; 
with  which  they  appeared  fatisfied  :  And  one  of 
our  guides  talking  awhile  with  an  ancient  woman 
concerning  us,  the  poor  old  woman  came  to  my 
companion  and  me,  and  took  her  leave  of  us 
with  an  appearance  of  fincere  affedion.  So  go¬ 
ing  on,  we  pitched  our  tent  near  the  banks  of 
the  fame  river,  having  laboured  hard  in  crofling 
fome  of  thofe  mountains  called  th &  Blue-Ridge,  and 
by  the  roughnefs  of  the  ftones,  and  the  cavities 
between  them,  and  the  fteepnefs  of  the  hills  it 
appeared  dangerous  :  But  we  were  preferved  in 
fafety,  thro’  the  kindnefs  of  Him  whofe  works  in 
thefe  mountainous  defarts  appeared  awful;  toward 
whom  my  heart  was  turned  during  this  days  tra¬ 
vel. 

Near  our  tent,  on  the  Tides  of  large  trees 
peeled  for  that  purpofe,  were  various  reprefen- 
tations  of  men  going  to,  and  returning  from  the 
wars,  and  of  fome  killed  in  battle.  This  being 
a  path  heretofore  ufed  by  warriors ;  and  as  I 
walked  about  viewing  thofe  Indian  hiftories,  which 
■were  painted  moftly  in  red  but  fome  in  black, 
and  thinking  on  the  innumerable  affliftions 
which  the  proud,  fierce  fpirit  produceth  in  the 
world  ;  thinking  on  the  toils  and  fatigues  of  war¬ 
riors,  travelling  over  mountains  and  deferts ; 
thinking  on  their  miferies  and  diflrefles  when 
wounded  far  from  home  by  their  enemies  ;  and 
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of  their  bruifes  and  great  wearinefs  in  chafing 
one  another  over  the  rocks  and  mountains  ;  and 
of  their  reftlefs,  unquiet  ftate  of  mind,  who  live 
in  this  fpirit,  and  of  the  hatred  which  mutu¬ 
ally  grows  up  in  the  minds  of  the  children  of 
thofe  nations  engaged  in  war  with  each  other  ; 
During  thefe  meditations,  the  defire  to  cherifh  the 
fpirit  of  love  and  peace  amongft  thefe  people, 
arofe  very  frefh  in  me.  This  was  the  firft  night 
that  we  lodged  in  the  woods;  and  being  wet  with 
travelling  in  the  rain,  the  ground,  our  tent,  and 
the  bufhes  which  we  purpofed  to  lay  under  our 
blankets  alfo  wet,  all  looked  difcouraging  ;  but  I 
believed,  that  it  was  the  Lord  who  had  thus  far 
brought  me  forward,  and  that  he  would  difpofe 
of  me  as  he  faw  good,  and  therein  I  felt  eafy  : 
So  we  kindled  a  fire,  with  our  tent  open  to  it ; 
and  with  fome  bufhes  next  the  ground,  and  then 
our  blankets,  we  made  our  bed,  and  lying  down 
got  fome  fleep  :  And  in  the  morning,  feeling 
a  little  unwell,  I  went  into  the  river  ;  the  water 

was  cold,  but  foon  after  I  felt  frefh  and  well, 

*  * 

The  eleventh  day  of  the  fixth  month,  the  bufh¬ 
es  being  wet,  we  tarried  in  our  tent,  hill  about 
eight  o’clock  ;  when  going  on,  crofted  a  high 
mountain  fuppofed  to  be  upward  of  four  miles 
over  ;  the  fteepnefson  the  north  fide  exceeding  all 
the  others:  We  alfo  crofted  two  fwamps;  and  it 
raining  near  night,  we  pitched  our  tent  and  lodg¬ 
ed. 
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About  noon,  on  our  way,  we  were  overtaken 
by  one  of  the  Moravian  brethern,  going  to  Weba- 
loe/ing,  and  an  Indian  man  with  him,  who  could  talk 
Engli/h-,  and  we  being  together  while  our  horfes 
eat  grafs,  had  fome  friendly  converfation  ;  but 
they  travelling  falter  than  we,  foon  left  us.  This 
Moravian ,  I  underflood,  had  fpent  fome  time  this 
fpring  at  Wehaloofing  ;  and  was,  by  fome  of  the 
Indians,  invited  to  come  again. 

* 

The  twelfth  day  of  the  fixth  month,  and  firft 
of  the  week,  it  being  a  rainy  day,  we  continued 
in  our  tent ;  and  here  I  was  led  to  think  on  the 
nature  of  the  exercife  which  hath  attended  me  : 
Love  was  the  firft  motion,  and  thence  a  concern 
arofe  to  fpend  fome  time  with  the  Indians,  that  I 
might  feel  and  underftand  their  life,  and  the 
fpirit  they  live  in,  if  haply  I  might  receive  fome 
inftrudtion  from  them  :  or  they  be  in  any  de¬ 
gree  helped  forward  by  my  following  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  truth  amongft  them :  And  as  it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  make  way  for  my  going  at  a  time 
when  the  troubles  of  war  were  increafmg,  and 
when,  by  reafon  of  much  wet  weather,  travel¬ 
ling  was  more  difficult  than  ufual  at  that  feafon, 
I  looked  upon  it  as  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
feafon  my  mind,  and  bring  me  into  a  nearer  fym- 
pathy  with  them  :  And  as  mine  eye  was  to  the 
great  Father  of  mercies,  humbly  defiring  to  learn 
what  his  will  was  concerning  me,  I  was  made  qui¬ 
et  and  content. 
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Our  guide’s  horfe,  tho’  hoppled,  went  away  in 
the  night  ;  and  after  finding  our  own,  and  fearch- 
ing  fome  time  for  him,  his  footfteps  were  difco- 
vered  in  the  path  going  back  again,  whereupon 
my  kind  companion  went  off  in  the  rain,  and  af¬ 
ter  about  feven  hours  returned  with  him  :  And 
here  we  lodged  again  ;  tying  up  our  horfes  before 
we  went  to  bed,  and  loofing  them  to  feed  about 
break  of  day. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month,  the 
fun  appearing,  we  fet  forward  ;  and  as  I  rode  over 
the  barren  hills,  my  meditations  were  on  the  alter¬ 
ations  of  the  circumftances  of  the  natives  of  this 
land  fince  the  coming  in  of  the  Englijh .  The  lands 
near  the  fea,  are  conveniently  fituated  forfifhing; 
the  lands  near  the  rivers,  where  the  tides  flow, 
and  fome  above,  are  in  many  places  fertile,  and 
not  mountainous ;  while  the  running  of  the  tides, 
makes  pafiing  up  and  down  eafy  with  any  kind  of 
traffick.  Thofe  natives  have,  in  fome  places,  for 
trifling  confiderations,  fold  their  inheritance  fo  fa^ 
vourably  fituated ;  and  in  other  places,  been  dri¬ 
ven  back  by  fuperior  force  :  So  that,  in  many 
places,  as  their  way  of  cloathing  themfelves  is  now 
altered  from  what  it  was,  and  they,  far  remote 
from  us,  have  to  pafs  over  mountains,  fwamps,  and 
barren  defer ts ;  their  travelling  is  very  troublefome, 
in  bringing  their  fkins  and  furrs  to  trade  with  us. 

By  the  extending  of  Englijh  fettlements,  and 
partly  by  Englijh  hunters,  the  wild  beafts  they 
chiefly  depend  upon  for  a  fubfiflance,  are  not  fo 
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plenty  as  they  were;  and  people  too  often,  for 
the  fake  of  gain,  open  a  door  for  them  to  wafte 
their  fkins  and  furrs,  in  purchafing  a  liquor 

which  tends  to  the  ruin  of  them  and  their  fami¬ 
lies. 

...  x 

My  own  will  and  defires  were  now  very  much 
broken,  and  my  heart,  with  much  earneftnefs, 
turned  to  the  Lord,  to  whom  alone  I  looked  for 
help  in  the  dangers  before  me.  I  had  a  profpedt 
of  the  Englijh  along  the  coaft,  for  upwards  of 
nine  hundred  miles,  where  I  have  travelled  ;  and 
the  favourable  fituation  of  the  Englijh, ,  and  the 
difficulties  attending  the  natives  in  many  places 
and  the  negroes,  were  open  before  me  ;  and  a 
weighty  and  heavenly  care  came  over  my  mind, 
and  love  filled  my  heart  toward  all  mankind,  in 
which  I  felt  a  ftrong  engagement,  that  we  might 
be  obedient  to  the  Lord,  while  in  tender  mercies, 
he  is  yet  calling  to  us;  and  fo  attend  to  pure 
univerfal  righteoufnefs,  as  to  give  no  juft  caufe 
of  offence  to  the  Gentiles,  who  do  not  profefs 
chriftianity,  whether  the  blacks  from  Africa  or 
the  native  inhabitants  of  this  continent;  and 
here  I  was  led  into  a  clofe,  laborious  enquiry, 
whether  I,  as  an  individual,  kept  clear  from  all 
things  which  tended  to  ftir  up,  or  where  connect¬ 
ed  with  wars,  either  in  this  land  or  Africa  ;  and 
my  heart  was  deeply  concerned,  that  in  future  I 
might  in  all  things  keep  fteadily  to  the  pure  truth, 
and  live  and  walk  in  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity 
of  a  fincere  follower  of  Chrift.  And  in  this  lone- 
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ly  journey  I  did,  this  day,  greatly  bewail  the  fpread- 
ing  of  a  wrong  fpirit,  believing  that  the  profpe- 
rous,  convenient  fituation  of  the  Englijh ,  requires  a 
conftant  attention  to  divine  love  and  wifdom 
to  guide  and  fupport  us,  in  a  way  anfwerable 
to  the  will  of  that  good,  gracious,  and  almigh¬ 
ty  Being,  who  hath  an  equal  regard  to  all  man¬ 
kind  :  And  here,  luxury  and  covetoufnefs,  with 
the  numerous  oppreffions,  and  other  evils  attend¬ 
ing  them,  appeared  very  afflicting  to  me  ;  and 
I  felt  in  that  which  is  immutable,  that  the  feeds 
of  great  calamity  and  defolation  are  fown  and 
growing  fall  on  this  continent :  Nor  have  I  words 
Efficient  to  fet  forth  that  longing  I  then  felt, 
that  we,  who  are  placed  along  the  coafl,  and 
have  tailed  the  love  and  goodnefs  of  God,  might 
arife  in  its  ftrength  ;  and,  like  faithful  meffengers, 
labour  to  check  the  growth  of  thefe  feeds,  that 
they  may  not  ripen  to  the  ruin  of  our  pofte- 

rity. 

We  reached  the  Indian  fettlement  at  IVioming  : 
And  here  we  were  told,  that  an  Indian  runner  had 
been  at  that  place  a  day  or  two  before  us,  and 
brought  news  of  the  Indians  taking  an  Englijh  fort 
wellward,  and  deflroying  the  people,  and  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  take  another  ;  and  alfo,  that 
another  Indian  runner  came  there  about  the  middle 
of  the  night  before  we  got  there,  who  came  from 
a  town  about  ten  miles  from  JVehaloofing ,  and 
brought  news,  that  fome  Indian  warriors,  from  dif- 
tant  parts,  came  to  that  town  with  two  Englijh  fcalps; 

and 
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and  told  the  people  that  it  was  war  with  the  En- 

SliA 

Our  guides  took  us  to  the  houfe  of  a  very 
ancient  man ;  and  foon  after  we  had  put  in 
our  baggage,  there  came  a  man  from  another 
hidian  houfe  fome  diftance  off*;  and  I  perceiv¬ 
ing  there  was  a  man  near  the  door,  went  out  ; 
and  he  having  a  tomahawk  wrapped  under  his 
matchcoat  out  of  fight,  as  I  approached  him, 
he  took  it  in  his  hand  ;  I,  however,  went  for-* 
ward,  and  fpeaking  to  him  in  a  friendly  way 
perceived  he  underftood  fome  Englijh :  My  com¬ 
panion  then  coming  out,  we  had  fome  talk  with 
him  concerning  the  nature  of  our  vifit  in  thefe 
parts  ;  and  then  he  going  into  the  houfe  with  us, 
and  talking  with  our  guides,  foon  appeared  friend¬ 
ly,  and  fat  down  and  fmoaked  his  pipe.  Tho’  his 
taking  his  hatchet  in  his  hand  at  the  inftant  I 
drew  neai  to  him,  had  a  difagreeable  appearance, 

I  believe  he  had  no  other  intent  than  to  be  in 

readinefs  in  cafe  any  violence  was  offered  to 
him. 

Hearing  the  news  brought  by  thefe  Indian  run-7 
ners,  and  being  told  by  the  Indians  where  we 
lodged,  that  what  Indians  were  about  Wi&ming  ex¬ 
pected,  in  a  few  days,  to  move  to  fome  larger 
towns,  1  thought  that,  to  all  outward  appearance, 
it  was  dangerous  travelling  at  this  time  ;  and  was, 
after  a  hard  day’s  journey,  brought  into  a  painful 
cxercife  at  night,  in  which  I  had  to  trace  back, 
and  view  over  the  fteps  I  had  taken  from  my  firfl 
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moving  in  the  vifit 5  and  tho’  I  had  to  bewail  fome 
weaknefs  which,  at  times,  had  attended  me,  yet 
I  could  not  find  that  I  had  ever  given  way  to  a 
wilful  difobedience  :  And  then  as  I  believed  I  had, 
under  a  fenfe  of  duty,  come  thus  far,  I  was  now 
earneft  in  fpirit  befeeching  the  Lord  to  fhew  me 
what  I  ought  to  do.  In  this  great  diftrefs  I  grew 
jealous  of  myfelf,  left  the  d.efire  of  reputation, 
as  a  man  firmly  fettled  to  perfevere  thro  dangers, 
or  the  fear  of  difgrace  arifing  on  my  returning 
without  performing  the  vifit,  might  have  fome 
place  in  me  :  Thus  I  lay,  full  of  thoughts,  great 
part  of  the  night,  while  my  beloved  companion 
lay  and  flept  by  me,  ’till  the  Lord,  my  giacious 
Father,  who  faw  the  conflicts  of  my  foul,  was 
pleafed  to  give  quietnefs  :  Then  I  was  again 
ftrengthened  to  commit  my  life,  and  all  things 
relating  thereto,  into  his  heavenly  hands  ;  and 
getting  a  little  fleep  toward  day,  when  morning 
came  we  arofe. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month,  we 
fought  out  and  vifited  all  the  Indians  hereabouts 
that  we  could  meet  with  ;  they  being  chiefly  in 
one  place,  about  a  mile  from  where  we  lodged, 
in  all  perhaps  twenty.  Here  I  exprefled  the  care 
I  had  on  my  mind  for  their  good  *,  and  told  them, 
that  true  love  had  made  me  willing  thus  to  leave 
my  family  to  come  and  fee  the  Indians,  and  fpeak 
with  them  in  their  houfes.  Some  of  them  ap¬ 
peared  kind  and  friendly.  So  we  took  our  leave 
of  thefe  Indians  :  And  went  up  the  river  Sttfque- 

hannah ,  about  three  miles,  to  the  houfe  of  an 
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Indian ,  called  Jacob  January ,  who  had  killed  life 
hog  ;  and  the  women  were  making  ftore  of  bread* 
and  preparing  to  move  up  the  river.  Here  our 
pilots  left  their  canoe  when  they  came  down  in 
the  fpring,  which,  lying  dry*  was  leaky  ;  fc  that 
we,  being  detained  feme  hours,  had  a  good  deal 
of  friendly  eonverfation  with  the  family  ;  and  eat¬ 
ing  dinner  with  them,  we  made  them  fome  fmal! 
prefents.  Then  putting  our  baggage  in  the  canoe, 
fome  of  them  pufhed  flowly  up  the  ftream,  and 
the  reft  of  us  rode  our  horfes^  and  fwimming  them 
over  a  cieek,  called  Lahawahamunky  we  pitched 
our  tent  above  it,  there  being  a  fhower  in  the  even¬ 
ing  .  And  rn  a  fenfe  of  God’s  goodnefs  in  helpinp* 
me  in  my  diflrefs,  fuflaining  me  tinder  trials,  and 
inclining  my  heart  to  trufl  in  him,  I  lay  down  in 
an  humble,  bowed  frame  of  mind,  and  had  a  com¬ 
fortable  night’s  lodging. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month,  we 
proceeded  forward  ’till  the  afternoon ;  when  a 
florm  appearing,  we  met  our  canoe  at  an  appoint¬ 
ed  place  ;  and  we  flayed  all  night,  the  rain  conti¬ 
nuing  fo  heavy*  that  it  beat  thro’  our  tent,  and 
wet  us  and  our  baggage,, 

On  the  fixteenth  day,  we  found,  on  our  way, 
abundance  of  trees  blown  down  by  the  florm 
yeflerday  ;  and  had  occafioii  reverently  to  con- 
fider  the  kind  dealings  of  the  Lord,  who  pro¬ 
vided  a  fafe  place  for  us  in  a  Valley,  while  this 
florm  continued.  By  the  falling  of  abundance 
of  trees  acrofs  our  path,  we  were  much  hin^ 
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dered,  and  in  fome  fwamps  our  way  was  fo  flop¬ 
ped,  that  we  got  thro’  with  extream  difficulty. 

I  had  this  day  often  to  confider  myfelf  as  a 
fojourner  in  this  world  ;  and  a  belief  in  the  all- 
fufficiency  of  God  to  fupport  his  people  in  their 
pilgrimage  felt  comfortable  to  me  ;  and  I  was  in- 
duftrioufly  employed  to  get  to  a  ftate  of  perfeft 
refignation. 

We  feldom  faw  our  canoe  but  at  appointed 
places,  by  reafon  of  the  path  going  off  from  the 
river  :  And  this  afternoon,  Job  Chilaway ,  an  In¬ 
dian  from  IVehaloofing ,  who  talks  good  Englifh , 
and  is  acquainted  with  feveral  people  in  and 
about  Philadelphia ,  met  our  people  on  the  river  * 
and  underftanding  where  we  expelled  to  lodge, 
pulhed  back  about  fix  miles,  and  came  to  us 
after  night *  and  in  a  while  our  own  canoe  came* 
it  being  hard  work  pufhing  up  the  flream.  Job 
told  us,  that  an  Indian  came  in  hafte  to  their  town 
yefterday,  and  told  them,  that  three  warriors 
coming  from  fome  diftance,  lodged  in  a  town 
above  IVehaloofing  a  few  nights  pall  and  that 
thefe  three  men  were  going  againft  the  Englifh 
at  Juniata.  Job  was  going  down  the  river  to 
the  province-ftore  at  Shamokin.  Tho>  I  was  fo 
far  favoured  with  health  as  to  continue  travel¬ 
ling,  yet,  thro’  the  various  difficulties  in  our 
journey,  and  the  different  way  of  living  from 
what  I  had  been  ufed  to,  I  grew  fick  :  And 
the  news  of  thefe  warriors  being  on  their  march 
fo  near  us,  and  not  knowing  whether  we 

might 
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might  not  fall  in  with  them,  was  a  frefh  trial  of 
m)  faith  ;  and  tho’  thro’  the  ftrength  of  divine 
ove,  I  had  feveral  times  been  enabled  to  com¬ 
mit  myfelf  to  the  divine  dilpofal,  I  ftill  found 
the  want  of  my  ftrength  to  be  renewed,  that 

might  perfevere  therein  ;  and  my  cries  for  help 

were  put  up  the  Lord,j  who,  in  great  mercy, 

gave  me  a  refigned  heart,  in  which  I  found  quiet- 
nefs. 

On  the  feventeenth  day,  parting  from  Job 
Lhdaway ,  we  went  on,  and  reached  IVehaloofni ? 
a  out  the  middle  of  the  afternoon :  and  the  firft 
Indian  that  we  faw,  was  a  woman  of  a  modeft 
countenance,  with  a  Bible,  who  firft  fpake  to  our 
guide  ;  and  then,  with  an  harmonious  voice,  ex- 
prefied  ^her  gladnefs  at  feeing  11s,  having  before 
heard  of  our  coming  :  then,  by  the  direction  of 
our  guide,  we  fat  down  on  a  log  and  he  went  to 
the  town,  to  tell  the  people  we  were  come.  My 
companion  and  I  fitting  thus  together,  in  a  deep 
inward  ftillnefs,  the  poor  woman  came  and  fat 
near  us  ;  and  great  awfulnefs  coming  over  us,  we 
rejoiced  in  a  fenfe  of  God’s  love  manifefted  to  our 
poor  fouls.  After  a  while,  we  heard  a  conkfhell 
blow  feveral  times,  and  then  came  John  Curtis , 
and  another  Indian  man,  who  kindly  invited  us 
into  a  houle  near  the  town,  where  we  found,  I 
fuppofe,  about  fixty  people  fitting  in  filence  ;  and 
aftei  fitting  a  fhort  time,  I  ftood  up,  and  in  fome 
tendernefs  of  fpirit  acquainted  them  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  my  vifit,  and  that  a  concern  for  their 
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o*ood  had  made  me  willing  to  come  thus  far  to 
fee  them :  All  in  a  few  fhort  fentences,  which 
fome  of  them  underftanding,  interpreted  to  the 
others,  and  there  appeared  gladnefs  amongft  them. 
Then  I  ftiewed  them  my  certificate,  which  was  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  ;  and  the  Moravian  who  overtook 
us  on  the  way,  being  now  here,  bid  me'  welcome. 

On  the  eighteenth  day,  we  reded  ourfelves  this 
forenoon  ;  and  the  Indians  knowing  that  the  Mora¬ 
vian  and  I  were  of  different  religious  focieties,  and 
as  fome  of  their  people  had  encouraged  him  to 
come  and  day  a  while  with  them,  were,  I  believe, 
concerned,  that  no  jarring  or  difcord  might  be 
in  their  meetings  :  And  they,  I  fuppofe,  having 
conferred  together,  acquainted  me,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple,  at  my  requed,  would,  at  any  time,  come  to¬ 
gether,  and  hold  meetings  ;  and  alfo  told  me,  that 
they  expected  the  Moravian  would  fpeak  in  their 
fettled  meetings,  which  are  commonly  held  morn¬ 
ing  and  near  evening.  So  I  found  liberty  in  rry 
heart  to  fpeak  to  the  Moravian ,  and  told  him  of 
the  care  I  felt  on  my  mind  for  the  good  of  thefe 
people  ;  and  that  I  believed  no  ill  effects  would 
follow  it,  if  I  fometimes  fpeak  in  their  meetings 
when  love  engaged  me  thereto,  without  calling 
them  together  at  times  when  they  did  not  meet  of 
courfe :  Whereupon  he  expreffed  his  good-will  to¬ 
ward  my  fpeaking  at  any  time,  all  that  I  found  in 
my  heart  to  fay  :  So  near  evening  I  was  at  their 
meeting,  where  the  pure  gofpel  love  was  felt,  to  the 
tendering  fome  of  our  hearts ;  and  the  interpreters 
endeavouring  to  acquaint  the  people  with  what  I 

M  faid, 


I  6  2 


The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 


faid,  in  fhort  fentences,  found  fome  difficulty,  as 
none  of  them  were  quite  perfect  in  the  Englijh  and 
Delaware  tongues,  fo  they  helped  one  another,  and 
we  laboured  along,  divine  love  attending  :  And 
afterwards  feeling  my  mind  covered  with  the  fpirit 
of  prayer,  I  told  the  interpreters  that  I  found  it  in 
rny  heart  to  pray  to  God,  and  believed,  if  I  prayed 
aright,  he  would  hear  me,  and  expreffed  my  wil- 
lingnefs  for  them  to  omit  interpreting;  fo  our 
meeting  ended  with  a  degree  of  divine  love :  And 
before  the  people  went  out,  I  obferved  Papunehang 
(the  man  who  had  been  zealous  in  labouring  for  a 
reformation  in  that  town,  being  then  very  tender) 
fpoke  to  one  of  the  interpreters:  And  I  was  after¬ 
wards  told  that  he  faid  in  fubftance  as  follows  ; 
“  I  love  to  feel  where  words  come  from.” 

On  the  nineteenth  day,  and  firft  of  the  week, 
this  morning  in  the  meeting  the  Indian  who  came 
with  the  Moravian ,  being  alfo  of  the  fociety,  pray¬ 
ed  ;  and  then  the  Moravian  fpake  a  fhort  to  time 
the  people  *  And  in  the  afternoon,  they  coming 
together,  and  my  heart  being  filled  with  a  heavenly 
care  for  their  good,  I  fpake  to  them  a  while  by 
interpreters ;  but  none  of  them  being  perfect  in 
the  work,  and  I  feeling  the  current  of  love  run 
ftrong,  told  the  interpreters,  that  I  believed  fome  of 
the  people  would  underftand  me,  and  fo  I  proceed¬ 
ed  ;  In  which  exercife,  I  believe  the  Holy  Ghofl: 
wrought  on  fome  hearts  to  edification,  where  all 
the  words  were  not  underftood.  I  looked  upon  it 
as  a  time  of  divine  favour,  and  my  heart  was  ten¬ 
dered  and  truly  thankful  before  the  Lord ;  and  after 
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I  fat  down,  one  of  the  interpreters  feemed  fpirited 
to  give  the  Indians  the  fubftance  of  what  1  had 
faid. 

Before  our  firft  meeting  this  morning,  I  was  led 
to  meditate  on  the  manifold  difficulties  of  thefe 
Indians %  who,  by  the  permiffion  of  the  Six  Nations, 
dwell  in  thefe  parts  ;  and  a  near  fympathy  with 
them  was  raifed  in  me  ;  and  my  heart  being  en¬ 
larged  in  the  love  of  Chrift,  I  thought  that  the  af¬ 
fectionate  care  of  a  good  man  for  his  only  bro¬ 
ther  in  affliction,  does  not  exceed  what  I  then  felt 
for  that  people. 

I  came  to  this  place  thro*  much  trouble ;  and 
tho’  thro*  the  mercies  of  God,  I  believed,  that  if 
I  died  in  the  journey  it  would  be  well  with  me  ;  yet 
the  thoughts  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  Indian 
warriors,  were,  in  times  of  weaknefs,  afflicting  to 
me  ;  and  being  of  a  tender  conftitution  of  body, 
the  thoughts  of  captivity  amongft  them  were,  at 
times,  grievous;  as  fuppofmg,  that  they  being 
ftrong  and  hardy,  might  demand  fervice  of  me 
beyond  what  I  could  well  bear  ;  but  the  Lord  alone 
was  my  keeper  ;  and  I  believed,  if  I  went  into  cap¬ 
tivity,  it  .would  be  for  fome  good  end  ;  and  thus 
from  time  to  time,  my  mind  was  centered  in  refig- 
nation,  in  which  I  always  found  quietnefs.  And 
now,  this  day,  tho*  I  had  the  fame  dangerous  wil- 
dernefs  between  me  and  home,  I  was  inwardly  joy¬ 
ful  that  the  Lord  had  (Lengthened  me  to  come  on 
this  vifit,  and  manifefted  a  fatherly  care  over  me 
in  my  poor  lowly  condition,  when  in  mine  own 
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eyes  I  appeared  inferior  to  many  amongft  the 
Indians. 

When  the  lafl  mentioned  meeting  was  ended, 
it  being  night  Papunehang  went  to  bed  ;  and  one 
of  the  interpreters  fitting  by  me,  I  obferved  Papu- 
nehang  fpoke  with  an  harmonious  voice,  I  fuppofe, 
a  minute  or  two  :  And  afking  the  interpreter,  was 
told,  that  “  he  was  exprefling  his  thankfulnefs  to 
God  for  the  favours  he  had  received  that  day;  and 
prayed  that  he  would  continue  to  favour  him  with 
that  fame,  which  he  had  experienced  in  that  meet¬ 
ing.  ”  Tho’  Papunehang  before  agreed  to  receive  the 
Moravian ,  and  join  with  them,  he  ftill  appeared 
kind  and  loving  to  us. 

On  the  twentieth  day,  I  was  at  two  meetings, 
and  filent  in  them. 

The  twenty-firft  day.  This  morning  in  meet¬ 
ing  my  heart  was  enlarged  in  pure  love  amongft 
them,  and  in  fhort  plain  fentences  exprefled  fe- 
veral  things  that  refted  upon  me,  which  one  of 
the  interpreters  gave  the  people  pretty  readily; 
after  which  the  meeting  ended  in  fupplication, 
and  I  had  caufe  humbly  to  acknowledge  the  lov- 
ing-kindnefs  of  the  Lord  toward  11s  ;  and  then  I 
believed  that  a  door  remained  open  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  labour  amongft 
thefe  people. 


*  \ 
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I  now  feeling  my  mind  at  liberty  to  return, 
took  my  leave  of  them  in  general,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  what  I  faid  in  meeting  ;  and  fo  we  pre¬ 
pared  to  go  homeward  :  But  fome  of  their  moft 
aftive  men  told  us  that  when  we  were  ready  to 
move,  the  people  would  choofe  to  come  and  fhake 
hands  with  us ;  which  thofe  who  ufually  came  to 
meeting  did  :  And  from  a  fecret  draught  in  my 
mind,  I  went  amongft  fome  who  did  not  ufe  to  go 
to  meeting,  and  took  my  leave  of  them  alfo:  And 
the  Moravian  and  his  Indian  interpreter,  appeared 
refpe&ful  to  us  at  parting.  This  town  Bands  on 
the  bank  of  Sufquehannah ,  and  confifts,  I  believe,  of 
about  forty  houfes,  moftly  compact  together ; 
fome  about  thirty  feet  long,  and  eighteen  wide, 
fome  bigger,  fome  lefs  ;  moftly  built  of  fplit  plank, 
one  end  fet  in  the  ground,  and  the  other  pinned 
to  a  plate,  on  which  lay  rafters,  and  covered  with 
bark.  I  underftand  a  great  flood  laft  winter 
overflowed  the  chief  part  of  the  ground  where 
the  town  ftands ;  and  fome  were  now  about  mov¬ 
ing  their  houfes  to  higher  ground. 

We  expected  only  two  Indians  to  be  our  com¬ 
pany,  but  when  we  were  ready  to  go,  we  found 
many  of  them  were  going  to  Bethlehem  with  ftdns 
and  furrs,  who  chofe  to  go  in  company  with  us  : 

So  they  loaded  two  canoes  which  they  defired  us 
to  go  in,  telling  us,  that  the  waters  were  fo  raifed 
with  the  rains,  that  the  horfes  fhould  be  taken 
by  fuch  who  w'ere  better  acquainted  with  the  ford¬ 
ing  places :  So  we,  with  feveral  Indians,  went 

in  .£ 
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in  the  canoes,  and  others  went  on  horfes,  there 
being  feven  befides  ours.  And  we  meeting  with 
the  horfemen  once  on  the  way  by  appointment, 
and  then  near  night,  a  little  below  a  branch  called 
Fankhannah,  we  lodged  there ;  and  fome  of  the 

young  men  going  out  a  little  before  dufk  with 
their  guns,,  brought  in  a  deer. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  day,  thro*  diligence,  we 
reached  JVioming  before  night,  and  understood 
the  Indians  were  moftly  gone  from  this  place  : 
Here  we  went  up  a  fmall  creek  into  the  woods 
with  our  canoes,  and,  pitching  our  tent,  carried 

out  our  baggage  ;  and  before  dark  our  horfes  came 
tp  us.  ; 

On  the  twenty-third  day  in  the  morning  their 
horfes  were  loaded,  and  we  prepared  our  baggage 
and  fo  fet  forward,  being  in  all  fourteen;  and 
with  diligent  travelling,  were  favoured  to  get 
near  half  way  to  Fort-Alien .  The  land  on  this 
road  from  JVioming  to  our  frontier  being  moftly 
poor,  and  good  grafs  fcarce,  they  chofe  a  piece  of 
low  ground  to  lodge  on,  as  the  beft  for  grazing  ; 
■?  anc*  I  having  fweat  muqh  in  traveling,  and  being 
weary  llept  found  T  perceived  in  the  night  that 
I  had  taken  cold,  of  which  I  was  favoured  to  get 
better  foon. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  we  paffed  Fort-Alien , 

and  lodged  near  it  in  the  woods. 

v ! '  ....  '  1  .  ■  »  t  ;  .  -  •  <  •  . 
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Having  forded  the  wefterly  branch  of  Dela¬ 
ware  three  times,  and  thereby  had  a  fhorter  way, 
and  miffed  going  over  the  top  of  the  blue  moun¬ 
tains,  called  the  Second  Ridge .  In  the  fecond 
time  fording,  where  the  river  cuts  thro’  the  moun¬ 
tain,  the  waters  being  rapid  and  pretty  deep, 
and  my  companion’s  mare  being  a  tall  tradable 
animal,  he  fundry  times  drove  her  back  thro’  the 
river,  and  they  loaded  her  with  the  burdens  of 
fome  fmall  horfes,  which  they  thought  not  fuffici- 
ent  to  come  thro’  with  their  loads. 

The  troubles  weftward,  and  the  difficulty  for 
Indians  to  pafs  thro’  our  frontier,  I  apprehend  was 
one  reafon  why  fo  many  came,  as  expeding  that 
our  being  in  company,  would  prevent  the  outfide 
inhabitants  from  being  furprized, 

Gn  the  twenty-fifth  day  we  reached  Bethle¬ 
hem,  taking  care  on  the  way  to  keep  foremoft, 
and  to  acquaint  people  on  and  near  the  road  who 
thefe  Indians  were  :  This  we  found  very  needful  ^ 
for  the  frontier  inhabitants  were  often  alarmed 
at  the  report  of  Englifh  being  killed  by  Indians 
weftward. 

Amongft  our  company  were  fome  who  I  did 
not  remember  to  have  feen  at  meeting,  and  fome 
of  thefe  at  firft  were  very  referved  ;  but  we  being 
feveral  days  together,  and  behaving  friendly  to¬ 
ward  them,  and  making  them  fuitable  returns  for 
the  fervices  they  did  us,  they  became  more  free 
and  fociable. 


On 
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On  the  twenty  fixth  day  and  firft  of  the  week, 
having  carefully  endeavoured  to  fettle  all  affairs 
with  the  Indians  relative  to  our  journey ;  we 
took  leave  of  them,  and  I  thought  they  gene¬ 
rally  parted  with  us  affectionately  ;  fo  we  get¬ 
ting  to  Richland ,  had  a  very  comfortable  meet¬ 
ing  amongft  our  friends  :  Here  I  parted  with  my 
Kind  friend  and  companion  Benjamin  Pavvin  ^ 
and  accompanied  by  my  friend  Samuel  Foulk\ 
we  rode  to  "John  Cadwallader's,  from  whence  I 
reached  home  the  next  day,  where  I  found  my 
family  middling  well ;  and  they  and  my  friends 
all  along  appeared  very  glad  to  fee  me  return 
fiom  a  journey  which  they  apprehended  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  but  my  mind,  while  I  was  out,  had 
been  employed  in  ftriving  for  a  perfebt  refigna- 
tion,  and  I  had  often  been  confirmed  in  a 
belief,  that  whatever  the  Lord  might  be  pleafed 
to  allot  for  me,  would'work  for  good  :  I  was  care¬ 
ful  leff  1  fhould  admit  any  degree  of  felfifhnefs 
in  being  glad  overmuch,  and  laboured  to  improve 
by  thofe  trials  in  fuch  a  manner  as  my  gracious 
bather  and  protestor  intends  for  me.  Between 
tne  ILngliJh  inhabitants  and  IVehaloofing ,  we  had 
only  a  narrow  path,  which  in  many  places  is 
much  grown  up  with  buflies,  and  interrupted  by 
abundance  of  trees  lying  acrofs  it,  thele,  together 
with  the  mountains,  fwamps  and  rough  ffones, 
make  it  a  difficult  road  to  travel ;  and  the  more 
fo,  for  that  rattlelnakes  abound  there,  of  which 
we  killed  four :  That  people  who  have  never 
been  in  fuch  places,  have  but  an  imperfebt 

idea 
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idea  of  them  ;  but  I  was  not  only  taught  pa¬ 
tience,  but  alfo  made  thankful  to  God,  who  thus 
led  me  about  and  inftrufted  me,  that  I  might 
have  a  quick  and  lively  feeling  of  the  affliaions  of 
my  fellow-creatures,  whofe  fituation  in  life  js  dim- 

cult. 


\ 
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CHAP.  IX, 


His  religious  converfation  with  a  company  met  to  fee  the 
tricks  of  a  jugler — His  account  of  John  Smiths  ad- 
vue,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  a  committee,  at  the 
yearly-meeting  in  17  64— Contemplations  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  true  wifdom ,  occafioned  by  hearing  of  the  cr deity 
of  the  Indians  to  their  captives^— His  v  if  ting  the  fa- 
miheS'  of  friends  at  Mount-Holly,  Mansfield  and 
Burlington  in  1764.,  and  the  meetings  on  the  Sea 
coaft  from  Cape  May  toward  Squan  in  1765,  in 
company  with  John  Sleeper  ;  with  fome  account  of 
Jofeph  Nichols  and  his  followers  ;  and  obfervations 
on  the  differ  ent  ft  ate  of  the  firft  fettlers  in  Pennfyl- 
vania  who  depended  on  their  own  labour,  and  thofe  of 
the  fouihern  provinces  who  kept  negroes — His  vifiting 
the  no)  them  parts  of  New-Jerfey  the  fame  year,  qnd 
the  weftern  parts  of  Mary-land  and  Penfylvania 
tn  17675  cind  afterwards  ether  parts  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  the  families  of  friends  at  Mount-holly  ;  and 
again  fever  al  parts  of  Maryland  in  1768- — Further 
confi derations  on  keeping  flaves  ;  and  his  concern  for 
having  formerly,  as  an  executor,  been  party  to  the  f ale, 
of  one  ;  and  what  he  did  in  confequence  of  it * — - 

thoughts  on  friends  exercifing  offices  in  civil  govern-* 
ment . 

% 

THE  latter  part  of  the  fummer,  1763,  there 
came  a  man  to  Mount-Holly,  who  had 

before 
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before  publiflied,  by  a  printed  advertifement, 
that  at  a  certain  publick-houfe,  he  would  ihew 
wonderful  operations,  which  he  therein  enume¬ 
rated. 

This  man,  at  the  time  appointed,  did,  by  flight 
of  hand,  fundry  things  ;  which  to  thofe  gathered, 

appeared  ftrange. 

The  next  day,  I  hearing  of  it,  and  underftand- 
ing  that  the  fhew  was  to  be  continued  the  next 
night,  and  the  people  to  meet  about  funfet,  felt 
an  exercife  on  that  account :  So  I  went  to  the 
public  houfe  in  the  evening,  and  told  the  man  of 
the  houfe  that  I  had  an  inclination  to  fpend  a  part 
of  the  evening  there  ;  with  which  he  fignified  that 
he  was  content.  Then  fitting  down  by  the  door, 

I  fpake  to  the  people  as  they  came  together,  con¬ 
cerning  this  fhew  ;  and  more  coming  and  luting 
down  with  us,  the  feats  at  the’  door  were  moftly 
filled  ;  and  I  had  converfation  with  them  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  laboured  to  convince  them 
that  thus  affembling  to  fee  the  tricks  or  flights 
of  hand,  and  beftowing  their  money  to  fupport 
men  who  in  that  capacity  were  of  no  ufe  in  the 
world,  was  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  chriftian 
religion. 

There  was  one  of  the  company  who,  for  a 
time,  endeavoured  by  arguments  to  fhew  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  their  proceedings  herein  ;  but  after 
confidering  fome  texts  of  fcripture,  and  calmy 

debating 
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debating  the  matter,  he  gave  up  the  point.  So 
having  ipent  about  an  hour  amongft  them,  and 
feeling  my  mind  eafy,  I  departed. 

At  our  yearly-meeting  at  Philadelphia ,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  1764,  John 
Smith  of  Marlborough ,  aged  upwards  of  eighty 
years,  a  faithful  minifter,  tho’  not  eloquent,  flood 
up  in  our  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  and 
appearing  to  be  under  a  great  exercife  of  fpirit, 
informed  friends  in  fubflance  as  follows  :  to  wit, 
<c  That  he  had  been  a  member  of  our  fociety  up¬ 
wards  of  fixty  years,  and  well  remembered  that 
in  thofe  early  times  friends  were  a  plain  lowly- 
minded  people ;  and  that  there  was  much  tender- 
nefs  and  contrition  in  their  meetings— r-That  at 
twenty  years  from  that  time,  the  fociety  increaf- 
ing  in  wealth,  and  in  fome  degree  conforming  to 
the  fafhions  of  the  world,  true  humility  was  lefs 
apparent,  and  their  meetings  in  general  not  fo 
lively  and  edifying-r— That  at  the  end  of  forty 
years,  many  of  them  had  grown  very  rich  ;  that 
wearing  of  fine  coftly  garments,  and  ufing  of  fil- 
ver  (and  other)  watches,  became  cuftomary  with 
them,  their  fons  and  their  daughters,  and  many 
of  the  fociety  made  a  fpecious  appearance  in  the 
world ;  which  marks  of  outward  wealth  and 
greatnefs,  appeared  on  fome  in  our  meetings,  of 
minifters  and  elders  ;  and  as  thefe  things  became 
more  prevalent,  fo  the  powerful  overfhadowings 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  lefs  manifeft  in  the  So- 
ciety— That  there  had  been  a  continued  increafe 
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of  thefe  ways  of  life  even  until  now ;  and  that 
the  weaknefs  which  hath  now  overfpread  the  fo- 
ciety,  and  the  barrennefs  manifeft  amongft  us,  is 
matter  of  much  forrow.”  He  then  mentioned  the 
uncertainty  of  his  attending  thefe  meetings  in  fu¬ 
ture,  expeding  his  diffolution  was  now  near ;  and 
having  tenderly  exprefled  his  concern  for  us,  fig 
nified  that  he  had  feen  in  the  true  light  that  the 
Lord  would  bring  back  his  people  from  thefe 
things  into  which  they  were  thus  degenerated,  but 
that  his  faithful  fervants  muft  firft  go  thro’  great 
and  heavy  exercifes  therein. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day,  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  yearly-meeting  to  vifit  the  quar¬ 
terly  and  monthly  meetings,  gave  an  account 
in  writing  of  their  proceedings  in  that  fervice  ;  in 
which  they  fignified,  that  in  courfe  of  it,  they  had 
been  apprehenfive  that  fome  perfons  holding  offi¬ 
ces  in  government,  inconfiftent  with  our  princi¬ 
ples  ;  and  others  who  kept  Oaves,  remaing  adive 
members  in  our  meetings  of  difcipline,  had  been 
one  means  of  weaknefs  more  and  more  prevailing 
in  the  management  thereof  in  fome  places.  After 
this  report  was  read,  an  exercife  revived  on  my 
mind,  which,  at  times,  had  attended  me  feveral 
years,  and  inward  cries  to  the  Lord  were  raifed  in 
me,  that  the  fear  of  man  might  not  prevent  me 
from  doing  what  he  required  of  me  ;  and  Hand¬ 
ing  up,  I  fpake  in  fubftance  as  follows  :  “  I  have 
felt  a  tendernefs  in  my  mind  toward  perfons, 
in  two  circumftances  mentioned  in  that  report ; 
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that  is,  toward  fuch  adtive  members  who  keep 
flaves,  and  fuch  who  hold  offices  in  civil  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  have  defired,  that  friends  in  all  their 
conduft  may  be  kindly  affe£tioned  one  toward 
another.  Many  friends,  who  keep  flaves,  are  un¬ 
der  fome  exercife  on  that  account  ;  and  at  times, 
think  about  trying  them  with  freedom  -  but  find 
many  things  in  their  way  :  And  the  way  of  living, 
and  annual  expenfes  of  fome  of  them  are  fuch, 
that  it  feems  impracticable  for  them  to  fet  their 
flaves  free,  without  changing  their  own  way  of 
life.  It  has  been  my  lot  to  be  often  abroad :  And 
I  have  obferved  in  fome  places,  at  quarterly  and 
yearly-meetings,  and  at  fome  houfes  where  travel¬ 
ling  friends  and  their  horfes  are  often  entertained, 
that  the  yearly  expence  of  individuals  therein  is 
very  confiderable :  And  friends  in  fome  places 
crouding  much  on  perfons  in  thefe  eircumftances 
for  entertainment,  hath  often  refted  as  a  burden  on 
my  mind  for  fome  years  paffc ;  and  I  now  exprefs 
it  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  greatly  defiring  that 
friends  now  prefent  may  duly  confider  it.” 

In  the  fall  of  this  year,  having  hired  a  man  to 
work,  I  perceived  in  converfation  that  he  had  been 
a  foldier  in  the  late  war  on  this  continent ;  and  in 
the  evening,  giving  a  narrative  of  his  captivity 
amongfl;  the  Indians  he  informed  me  that  he  faw 
two  of  his  fellow  captives  tortured  to  death  in  a 
very  cruel  manner. 

This  relation  affeCted  me  with  fadnefs  under 
which  1  went  to  bed  ;  and  the  next  morning,  foon 
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after  I  awoke,  a  frefh  and  living  fenfe  of  divine 
love  was  fpread  over  my  mind  ;  in  which  I  had  a 
renewed  profpedl  of  the  nature  of  that  wifdom 
from  above,  which  leads  to  a  right  ufe  of  all  gifts, 
both  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  gives  content 
therein  :  Under  a  feeling  thereof,  I  wrote  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Hath  He,  who  gave  me  a  being  attended  with 
many  wants  unknown  to  brute-creatures,  given 
me  a  capacity  fuperior  to  theirs  ?  and  fhewn  me 
that  a  moderate  application  to  bufinefs  is  proper 
to  my  prefent  condition  *  and  that  this,  attended 
with  his  blefling,  may  fupply  all  outward  wants, 
while  they  remain  within  the  bounds  he  hath 
fixed  ;  and  that  no  imaginary  wants  proceeding 
from  an  evil  fpirit,  fhould  have  any  place  in  me  ? 
Attend  then  O  my  foul !  to  this  pure  wifdom,  as 
thy  fure  conductor  thro’  the  manifold  dangers  in 
this  world  ! 

Doth  pride  lead  to  vanity  ?  Doth  vanity  form 
imaginary  wants?  Do  thefe  wants  prompt  men  to 
exert  their  power  in  requiring  that  of  others,  which 
themfelves  would  rather  be  excufed  from,  were  the 
fame  required  of  them  ? 

“  Do  thofe  proceedings  beget  hard  thoughts  ? 
Do  hard  thoughts,  when  ripe,  become  malice?  Does 
malice,  when  ripe,  become  revengeful ;  and  in  the 
end  inflidl  terrible  pains  on  their  fellow-creatures, 
and  fpread  defolations  in  the  world  ? 

“  Doth 
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.  u  Doth  mankind,  walking  in  uprightnefs,  de¬ 
light  in  each  other’s  happincfs  ?  And  do  thefe  crea¬ 
toress,  capable  of  this  attainment,  by  giving  way 
to  an  evil  fpirit  employ  their  wit  and  ftrength  to 
affiiid;  and  deftroy  one  another 

Remember  then,  O  my  ioul !  the  cjuietude  of 
thole  in  whom  Chrift  governs,  and  in  all  thy  pro¬ 
ceedings  feel  after  it !” 

Dotn  he  condefcend  to  bids  thee  with  his  pre¬ 
fence  ?  To  move  and  influence  to  adion  ?  To 
dwell  in  thee,  and  to  walk  in  thee  ?  Remember 
then  thy  ftation,  as  being  facred  to  God  :  Accept 
of  the  ftrength  freely  offered  thee ;  and  take  heed 
that  no  weaknefs,  in  conforming  to  expenfive,  un- 
wife  and  hard-hearted  cuftoms,  gendering  to  dif- 
cord  and  ftrife,  be  given  way  to.  Doth  he  claim 
my  body  as  his  temple,  and  gracioufly  grant  that 
I  may  be  facred  to  him  ?  Oh  !  that  I  may  prize 
this  favour  ;  and  that  my  whole  life  may  be  confor¬ 
mable  to  this  charader ! 

“  Remember,  O  my  foul !  that  the  prince  of 
peace  is  thy  Lord  :  That  he  communicates  his 
unmixed  wifdom  to  his  family  ;  that  they,  living 
in  perfed  fimplicity,  may  give  no  juft  caufe 

of  offence  to  any  creature,  but  may  walk  as  he 
walked  !” 

Having  felt  an  opennefs  in  my  heart  toward 
vifiting  families  in  our  own  meeting,  and  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  town  of  Mount-Holly ,  the  place  of  my 

abode, 
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abode,  I  mentioned  it  in  our  monthly-meeting  the 
fore-part  of  the  winter  1764  >  which  being  agreed 
to,  and  feveral  friends  of  our  meeting  being  uni¬ 
ted  in  the  exercife,  we  proceeded  therein  ;  and 
thro’  divine  favour  were  helped  in  the  work,  fa 
that  it  appeared  to  me  as  a  frefh  reviving  of  god¬ 
ly  care  amongft  friends  :  And  the  latter  part  of 
the  fame  winter,  I  joined  my  friend  William  Jones, 
in  a  vifit  to  friends’  families  in  Mansfield ;  in 
which  labour,  I  had  caufe  to  admire  the  goodnefs 
of  the  Lord  toward  us. 

Having  felt  my  mind  drawn  toward  a  vifit  to 
friends  along  the  fea-coaft  from  Cape  May  to  near 
Squan ;  and  alfo  to  vifit  fome  people  in  thofe  parts, 
amongft  whom  there  is  no  fettled  worfhip ;  I 
joined  with  my  beloved  friend  Benjamin  Jones ,  in 
a  vifit  there,  having  friends  unity  therein  :  And 
letting  off  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  tenth 
month,  1765,  we  had  a  profperous  and  very  fatif- 
facftory  journey  ;  feeling  at  times,  thro’  the  good¬ 
nefs  of  the  heavenly  Shepherd,  the  gofpel  to  flow 
freely  toward  a  poor  people  fcattered  in  thofe 
places  :  And  foon  after  our  return,  I  joined  my 
friends  John  Sleeper  and  Elizabeth  Smith ,  in  vifiting 
friends  families  at  Burlington ,  there  being  at  this 
time  about  fifty  families  of  our  fociety  in  that  ci¬ 
ty  ;  and  we  had  caufe  humbly  to  adore  our  hea¬ 
venly  Father,  who  baptized  ‘  us  into  a  feeling  of 
the  ftate  of  the  people,  and  ftrengthened  us  to  la¬ 
bour  in  true  gofpel  love  amongft  them. 
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An  exercife  having,  at  tira.es,  for  feyeral  years- 
attended  me,  in  regard  to  paying  a  religious  vifit 
to  fi lends  on  the  Eaftern  Shore  of  Maryland:  Such 
was  the  nature  of  this  exercife,  that  I  believed  the 
Lord  moved  me  to  travel  on  foot  amongft  them, 
that  by  fo  travelling  I  might  have  a  more  lively 
feeling  of  the  condition  of  the  oppreffed  Haves, 
fet  an  example  of  lowlinefs  before  the  eyes  of  their 
matters,  and  be  more  out  of  the  way  of  tempta¬ 
tion  to  unprofitable  converfe. 

The  time  now  drawing  near  in  which  I  believed 
it  my  duty  to  lay  my  concern  before  our  monthly¬ 
meeting,  I  perceived  in  converfation  with  my  be¬ 
loved  friend  John  Sleeper ,  that  he  was  under  a  con¬ 
cern  to  travel  the  fame  way,  and  alfo  to  travel  on 
foot  in  the  form  of  a  fervant  amongft  them,  as  he 
expreft  it.  This  he  told  me  before  he  knew  aught 
of  my  exercife. 

We  being  thus  drawn  the  fame  way,  laid  our 
exercife  and  the  nature  of  it  before  friends ;  and 
obtaining  certificates,  vve  fet  of  the  fixth  day  of 
the  fifth  month,  1766  ;  and  were  at  meetings  with 
friends  at  JVilmington ,  Duck-Creek ,  Little-Creek  and 
Motherkill ;  my  heart  being  fundry  times  ten¬ 
dered  under  the  divine  influence,  and  enlarged  in 
love  toward  the  people  amongft  whom  we  travel¬ 
led. 

From  Motherkill ,  v/e  crofled  the  country  about 
thirty-five  miles  to  friends  at  ! Luckahoe  in  Mary¬ 
land , 
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land ,  and  had  a  meeting  there  and  at  Marjhy- 
Creek . 

to 

Ac  thefe,  our  three  laft  meetings,  were  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people,  followers  of  one 
Jofeph  Nichols ,  a  preacher  ;  who,  I  underftand,  is 
not  in  outward  fellowfhip  with  any  religious  fo~ 
ciety  of  people,  but  profelfeth  nearly  the  fame 
principles  as  our  fociety  doth,  and  often  travels 
up  and  down  appointing  meetings,  to  which  many 
people  come  :  I  heard  lome  friends  fpeaking  of 
fome  of  their  neighbours,  who  had  been  irreligi¬ 
ous  people,  that  were  now  his  followers,  and 
were  become  fober  well-behaved  men  and  wo¬ 
men. 

Some  irregularities,  I  hear,  have  been  amongft 
the  people  at  feveral  of  his  meetings  ;  but  from 
the  whole  of  what  I  have  perceived,  I  believe 
the  man  and  fome  of  his  followers,  are  honeflly 
difpofed,  but  that  fkillful  fathers  are  wanting 
among  them :  From  hence  we  went  to  Choptank 
and  'Third  Haven  ;  and  thence  to  Queen  Anne's, 
The  weather  having  fome  days  pall  been  hot 
and  dry,  and  we  to  attend  meetings  purfuant  to 
appointment,  having  travelled  pretty  fteadily, 
and  had  hard  labour  in  meetings,  I  grew  weakly ; 
at  which  I  was  for  a  time  difcouraged  ;  but  look¬ 
ing  over  our  journey,  and  thinking  how  the 
Lord  had  fupported  our  minds  and  bodies,  fo  that 
we  got  forward  much  falter  than  I  expected  be¬ 
fore  we  came  out,  I  now  faw  that  I  had  been  in 
danger  of  too  ftrongly  deliring  to  get  fopn  thro’ 

N  2  '  the 
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the  journey,  and  that  this  bodily  weaknefs  now 
attending  me  was  a  kindnefs  to  me;  and  then,  in 
contrition  of  fpirit,  I  became  very  thankful  to  my 
gracious  Father,  for  this  manifeftation  of  his  love  ; 

and  in  humble  fubmiilion  to  his  will,  my  truft  was 

renewed  in  him. 

* 

On  this  t  part  of  our  journey*  I  had  many 
thoughts  on  the  different  circumftances  of  friends 
who  inhabit  Pennfylvania  and  Jerfey,  from  thofe 
who  dwell  in  Maryland ,  Virginia ,  and  Carolina. 
Pennfylvania  and  Newjerfey  were  fettled  by  ma¬ 
ny  friends,  who  were  convinced  of  our  principles 
in  England  in  times  of  fufferings,  and  coming 
over,  bought  lands  of  the  natives,  and  applied  * 
themfelves  to  hufbandry  in  a  peaceable  way  ;  and 
many  of  their  children  were  taught  to  labour  for 
their  living. 

Few  friends  I  believe,  came  from  England  to 
fettle  in  any  of  thefe  fouthern  provinces ;  but 
by  the  faithful  labours  of  travelling  friends  in 
early  times,  there  were  confiderable  convince- 
ments  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts. 
Here  I  remembered  my  reading  of  the  warlike 
difpofition  of  many  of  the  firfc  fettlers  in  thofe 
provinces,  and  of  their  numerous  engagements 
with  the  natives,  in  which  much  blood  was  fhed, 
even  in  the  infancy  of  thofe  colonies.  The  peo¬ 
ple,  inhabiting  thofe  places,  being  grounded  in 
cuftoms  contrary  to  the  pure  truth,  when  fome  of 
them  were  afFedted  with  the  powerful  preaching 
of  the  Word  of  Life,  and  joined  in  fellowfhip 

with 
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with  our  fociety,  they  had  a  great  work  to  go 
thro’.  It  is  obfervable  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Re¬ 
formation  from  Popery,  that  it  had  a  gradual  pro- 
grefs  from  age  to  age  :  The  uprightnefs  of  the 
firft  reformers,  in  attending  to  the  light  and  under- 
{landing  given  them,  opened  the  way  for  fincere^- 
hearted  people  to  proceed  further  afterward  ;  and 
thus  each  one  truly  fearing  God,  and  labouring  in 
thofe  works  of  righteoufnefs  appointed  for  him  in 
his  day,  findeth  acceptance  with  him :  Tho’, 
thro’  the  darknefs  of  the  times,  and  the  corrupti¬ 
on  of  manners  and  cuftoms,  fome  upright  men 
may  have  had  little  more  for  their  day’s  work  than 
to  attend  to  the  righteous  principle  in  their 
minds,  as  it  related  to  their  own  condudl  in  life, 
without  pointing  out  to  others  the  whole  extent  of 
that,  which  the  fame  principle  would  lead  fuc- 
ceeding  ages  into.  Thus  for  inftance;  amongfl  an 
imperious  warlike  people,  fupported  by  opprefifed 
flaves,  fome  of  thefe  mafters,  I  fuppofe,  are  a- 
wakened  to  feel  and  fee  their  error  ;  and,  thro’ 
ftncere  repentance,  ceafe  from  oppreffion,  and  be¬ 
come  like  fathers  to  their  fervants  ;  fhewing,  by 
their  example,  a  pattern  of  humility  in  living,  and 
moderation  in  governing,  for  the  inflrudtion  and 
admonition  of  their  opprefling  neighbours ;  thofe 
without  carrying  the  reformation  further,  I  be¬ 
lieve  have  found  acceptance  with  the  Lord.  Such 
was  the  beginning;  and  thofe  who  fucceeded 
them,  and  have  faithfully  attended  to  the  nature 
and  fpirit  of  the  reformation,  have  feen  the  ne~ 
ceflity  of  proceeding  forward ;  have  not  only  to 
inftruft  others,  by  their  example,  in  governing; 

well. 
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well,  but  alfo  to  ufe  means  to  prevent  their  fuc- 
celTors  from  having  fo  much  power  to  opprefs 
others. 

Here  I  was  renewedly  confirmed  in  my  mind, 
that  the  Lord  (whofe  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
his  works,  and  whofe  ear  is  open  to  the  cries  and 
groans  of  the  opprefied)  is  gracioufly  moving  on 
the  hearts  of  people,  to  draw  them  off  from  the 
defire  of  wealth,  and  bring  them  into  fuch  an 
humble,  lowly  way  of  living,  that  they  may  fee 
their  way  clearly,  to  repair  to  the  ftandard  of  true 
righteoufnefs ;  and  not  only  break  the  yoke  of  op- 
pregion,  but  know  him  to  be  their  ftrength  and 
fupport  in  time  of  outward  affliction. 

\ 

We  palling  on  croffed  Chefter-River  ;  and  had  a 
meeting  there,  and  at  Cecil  and  Sajjafras.  Thro’ 
my  bodily  weaknefs,  joined  with  a  heavy  exercife 
of  mind,  it  was  to  me  an  humbling  difpenfation, 
and  I  had  a  very  lively  feeling,  of  the  ftate  of  the 
oppreifed  ;  yet  I  often  thought,  that  what  I  fuf- 
iered  was  little,  compared  with  the  fufferings.  of 
the  blefled  Jefus,  and  many  of  his  faithful  follow¬ 
ers  ;  and  may  fay  with  thankfulnefs,  I  was  made 
content. 

From  Saffafras  we  went  pretty  dire&ly  home, 
where  we  found  our  families  well  ;  and  for  feve- 
ral  weeks  after  our  return,  I  had  often  to  look 
over  our  journey  :  And  tho’  to  me  it  appeared  as 
a  fmall  fervice,  and  that  fome  faithful  meffengers 

will 
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will  yet  have  more  bitter  cups  to  drink  in  tbofe 
fouthern  provinces  for  Chrift’s  fake  than  we  had  ; 
yeti  found  peace  in  that  I  had  been  helped  to  walk 
in  fincerity,  according  to  the  underftandittg  and 
ftrength  given  me. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  eleventh  month* 
1766,  with  the  unity  of  friends  at  our  monthly¬ 
meeting,  in  company  with  my  beloved  friend  Ben¬ 
jamin  Jones,  I  fet  out  on  a  vifit  to  friends  in  the 
upper  part  of  this  province,  having  had  drawings 
of  love  in  my  heart  that  way  a  confiderable 
time :  We  travelled  as  far  as  Hardwick  ;  and  I  had 
inward  peace  in  my  labours  of  love  amotigft 
them. 


Thro’  the  humbling  difpenfations  of  Divine 
Providence,  my  mind  hath  been  brought  into  a 
further  feeling  of  the  difficulties  of  friends  and 
their  fervants  fouth- weft ward  :  and  being  often 
engaged  in  fpirit  on  their  account,  I  believed  it 
my  duty  to  walk  into  fome  parts  of  tire  weftern 
fhore  of  Maryland ,  on  a  religious  vifit  :  And 
having  obtained  a  certificate  from  friends  of  our 
monthly  meeting,.  I  took  my  leave  of  my  family 
under  the  heart-tendering  operation  of  truth  ; 
and  bn  the  twentieth  day  of  the  fourth  month, 
1767,  I  rode  to  the  ferry  oppofite  to  Philadelphia , 
and  from  thence  walked  to  IVtlliam  Horne's  at 
Derby  that  evening  ;  and  next  day  purfued  my 
journey  alone,  and  reached  Concord  weekday 
meeting. 

Difcourage- 
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Discouragements  and  a  weight  of  diftrefs  had, 
at  times,  attended  me  in  this  lonefome  walk  ; 
thro’  which  affliftions,  I  was  mercifully  preferv- 
ed  :  And  now  fitting  down  with  friends,  mv 
mind  was  turned  toward  the  Lord,  to  wait  for  his 
holy  leadings  :  who,  in  infinite  love,  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  foften  my  heart  into  humble  contrition, 
and  did  renewedly  flrengthen  me  to  go  forward  ■ 

that  to  me  it  was  a  time  of  heavenly  refrefhment 
in  a  filent  meeting. 

The  next  day  J  came  to  New-Garden  week¬ 
day  meeting,  in  which  I  fat  with  bowednefs 
of  fpirit  ;  and  being  baptized  into  a  feeling  of 
the  Rate  of  fome  prefent,  the  Lord  gave  us 

a  heart-tendering  feafon ;  to  \i\s  name  be  the 
praife. 

I  palled  on,  and  was  at  Nottingham  monthly* 
meeting;  and  at  a  meeting  at  Little  Britain  on 
firlt-day  :  And  in  the  afternoon  feveral  friends 
came  to  the  houfe  where  I  lodged,  and  we  had  a 
little  afternoon-meeting;  and  thro’  the  humbling 
power  of  truth,  I  had  to  admire  the  loving-kind- 
nefs  of  the  Lord  manifefted  to  us. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  day,  I  croffed  Sufque- 
hannah ;  and  coming  amongft  people  in  outward 
eafe  and  greatnefs,  fupported  chiefly  on  the 
labour  of  Haves,  my  heart  was  much  affeifled  ; 
and  in  awful  retirednefs,  my  mind  was  gathered 
inward  to  the  Lord,  being  humbly  engaged 
that  in  true  refignation  I  might  receive  inftruc- 

tiog 
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tion  from  him,  refpefting  my  duty  amongfl  this 
people, 

Tho’  travelling  on  foot  was  wearifome  to  my 
body ;  yet  thus  travelling,  was  agreeable  to  the 

ftate  of  my  mind. 

f  ...  %  ) 

I  went  gently  on,  being  weakly  ;  and  was  co¬ 
vered  with  forrow  and  heavinefs,  on  account 
of  the  fpreading  prevailing  fpirit  of  this  world, 
introducing  cuftoms  grievous  and  opprelhve  on 
one  hand,  and  cherilhing  pride  and  wantonnefs 
on  the  other.  In  this  lonely  walk,  and  ftate  of 
abafement  and  humiliation,  the  ftate  of  the 
church  in  thefe  parts  was  opened  before  me  ; 
and  I  may  truly  fay  with  the  prophet,  “  I  was 
“  bowed  down  at  the  hearing  of  it ;  I  was  dif- 
u  rnayed  at  the  feeing  of  it.”  Under  this  exercife, 

I  attended  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Gunpowder  ; 
and  in  bowednefs  of  fpirit,  I  had  to  open,  with 
much  plainnefs,  what  I  felt  refpeding  friends 
living  in  fulnefs,  on  the  labours  of  the  poor  op- 
preffed  negroes  ;  and  that  promife  of  the  Moft 
High  was  now  revived  :  “  I  will  gather  all  na- 

“  tions  and  tongues ;  and  they  fhall  come  and 
“  fee  my  glory.” — Here  the  bufferings  of  Chrift, 
and  his  tailing  death  for  every  man,  and  the  tra¬ 
vels,  fufterings,  and  martyrdoms  of  the  apoftles, 
and  primitive  chriftians,  in  labouring  for  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  gentiles,  was  livingly  revived  in 
me  ;  and  according  to  the  meafure  of  ftrength 
afforded,  I  laboured  in  fome  tendernefs  of  fpirit, 
|?eing  deeply  affefted  amongfl  them  :  And  thus 

the 
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the  difference  between  theprefent  treatment  which 
thefe  gentiles  the  negroes  receive  at  our  hands 
and  the  labours  of  the  primitive  chriflians  for  the 
converfion  of  the  gentiles,  were  prefTed  home,  and 
the  power  of  truth  came  over  us ;  under  a  feeling 
of  which,  my  mind  was  united  to  a  tender-heart¬ 
ed  people  in  thofe  parts  ;  and  the  meeting  conclu¬ 
ded  in  a  (enfe  of  God’s  goodnefs  toward  his 
humble  dependant  children. 

The  next  day  was  a  general  meeting  for  wor- 
fhip,  much  crouded ;  in  which  I  was  deeply  engag¬ 
ed  in  inward  cries  to  the  Lord  for  help,  that  I 
might  Hand  wholly  refigned,  and  move  only  as 
he  might  be  pleafed  to  lead  me  :  And  I  was  mer¬ 
cifully  helped  to  labour  horteftly  and  fervently 
amongft  them,  in  which  I  found  inward  peace  j 
and  the  fincere  were  comforted. 

From  hence  I  turned  toward  Pipe-Creek ,  and 
paffed  on  to  the  Red-Lands  ;  and  had  feveral  meet¬ 
ings  amongft  friends  in  thofe  parts.  My  heart 
Was  often  tenderly  affedted,  under  a  fenfe  of  the 
Lord’s  goodnefs,  in  fandtifying  my  troubles  and 
exercifes,  turning  them  to  my  Comfort,  and, 

I  believe,  to  the  benefit  of  many  others  ;  'for,  I 
may  fay  with  tnankfulnefs,  that  in  this  vifit,  it  ' 

appeared  like  a  frefh  tendering  vifitatioh  in  moft 
places. 

I  paffed  on  to  the  weftern  quarterly  meeting  in 
Pennfylvania ;  during  the  feveral  days  of  this 
meeting,  I  was  mercifully  preferved  in  an  inward 

feeling 
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feeling  after  the  mind  of  truth  ;  and  my  public 
labours  tended  to  my  humiliation,  with  which 
I  was  content ;  And  after  the.  quarterly-meeting 
of  worlhip  ended,  I  felt  drawings  to  go  to  the 
women’s  meeting  of  bufinefs  ;  which  was  very 
full  :  And  here  the  humility  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
a  pattern  for  us  to  walk  by,  was  livingly  opened 
before  me  ;  and  in  treating  on  it,  my  heart  was 
enlarged;  and  it  was  a  baptizing  time.  From 
hence  I  went  on  ;  and  was  at  meetings  at 
Concord ,  Middletown,  Providence ,  and  Haddon- 
field,  and  fo  home  ;  where  I  found  my  family 
well.  A  fenfe  of  the  Lord’s  merciful  prefervation 
in  this  my  journey,  excites  reverent  thankfulnefs 

to  him. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  the  ninth  month  1767, 
with  the  unity  of  friends-,  I  fet  off  on  a  vifit  to 
friends  in  the  upper  part  of  Berks  and  Philadel¬ 
phia  counties  ;  was  at  eleven  meetings  in  about 
two  weeks  ;  and  have  renewed  caufe  to  bow  in 
reverence  before  the  Lord,  who,  by  the  powerful 
extendings  of  his  humbling  goodnefs,  opened  my 
way  amongft  friends,  and  made  the  meetings 
(I  truft)  profitable  to  us.  And  the  winter  fol¬ 
lowing,  I  joined  freinds  on  a  vifit  to  friends  fami¬ 
lies,  in  fome  part  of  our  meeting  ;  in  which  exer- 
eife,  the  pure  influence  of  divine  love,  made  our 
vifits  reviving. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  the  fifth  month,  1768,  I 
left  home,  under  the  humbling  hand  of  the  Lord, 
having  obtained  a  certificate,  in  order  to  vifit 

fome 
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Tome  meetings  in  Maryland ,  and  to  proceed  with¬ 
out  a  hone  looked  cleared  to  me.  I  was  at  the 
quarterly-meetings  at  Philadelphia  and  Concord  • 
and  then  went  on  to  Che/ter- River ;  and  eroding  the 

ttJ r  ^nenc*s>  was  at  the  yearly-meeting  at 
IV eft -River  ;  thence  back  to  Chef le, -River  ■  and 

taking  a  few  meetings  in  my  way,  proceeded 
home.  It  was  journey  of  much  inward  wait¬ 
ing  ;  and  as  my  eye  was  to  the  Lord,  way 
was  feveral  times  opened  to  my  humbling  ad¬ 
miration,  when  things  had  appeared  very  diffi- 

/ 

In  my  return,  I  felt  a  relief  of  mind,  very 

comfortable  to  me  ,  having,  through  divine  help, 

laboured  in  much  plainnefs,  both  with  friends  fe- 

leded,  and  in  the  more  public  meetings ,  So  that 

(1  truft)  the  pure  witnefs,  in  many^minds  was 
reached. 

The  eleventh  day  of  the  fixth  month,  1760. 
Sundry  cafes  have  happened  of  late  years,  within 
tne  limits  of  our  monthly-meeting,  refpeding  that 
of  exercifing  pure  righteoufnefs  toward  the  ne¬ 
groes  ;  in  which  I  have  lived  under  a  labour 
of  heart,  that  equity  might  be  Readily  kept 
to.  On  this  account,  I  have  had  fome  clofe 
exercifes  amongfl  friends,  in  which,  I  may 
thankfully  fay,  I  find  peace:  And, as  my  medita¬ 
tions  have  been  on  univerfal  love,  my  own  con¬ 
duct  in  times  paft,  became  of  late  very  grievous 
to  me.  y  4:1 


As 
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As  perfons  fetting  negroes  free  in  our  own  pro¬ 
vince,  are  bound  by  law  to  maintain  them,  in  cafe 
they  have  need  of  relief ;  fome  who  fcrupled  keep¬ 
ing  flaves  for  term  of  life,  in  the  time  of  my  youth, 
were  wont  to  detain  their  young  negroes  in  their 
fervice  ’till  thirty  years  of  age,  without  wages, 
on  that  account  :  And  with  this  cuftom  I  io 
far  agreed,  that  I,  being  joined  to  another  friend, 

executing  the  will  of  a  deceafed  fiiend,  once 
fold  a  negro  lad  ’till  he  might  attain  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  and  applied  the  money  to  the  life  ot 

the  eftate. 

With  abafement  of  heart,  I  may  now  fay, 
that  fometimes,  as  I  have  fat  in  a  meeting,  with 
my  heart  exercifed  toward  that  awful  Being, 
who  refpedfeth  not  perfons  nor  colours,  and  have 
looked  upon  this  lad,  I  have  felt  that  all  was  not 
clear  in  my  mind  relpedting  him  :  And  as  I  have 
attended  to  this  exercife,  and  frequently  fought 
the  Lord,  it  hath  appeared  to  me,  that  I  fhould 
make  fome  reftitution,  but  in  what  way  I  faw 
not  ’till  lately  ;  when  being  under  fome  concern, 
that  I  may  be  refigned  to  go  on  a  vifit  to  fome 
part  of  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  under  clofe  engage¬ 
ment  of  fpirit  feeking  to  the  Lord  fer  counfel 
herein,  that  of  my  joining  in  the  fale  aforefaid, 
came  heavily  upon  me  ;  and  my  mind,  for  a  time, 
was  covered  with  darknefs  and  forrow  ;  and  un¬ 
der  this  afflidfion,  my  heart  was  foftened  to  re¬ 
ceive  inftrudtion  :  And  here  I  firft  {aw,  that  as  1 
had  been  one  of  the  two  executors,  who  had  fo!dx 
this  lad  for  nine  years  longer  than  is  common 


1 9°  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

for  our  own  children  to  ferve,  fo  I  fhould  now 
offer  a  part  of  my  fubftance  to  redeem  the  laft 
halt  ot  that  nine  years;  but  as  the  time  was  not 
yet  come,  I  executed  a  bond,  binding  me  and 
my  executors,  to  pay  to  the  man  he  was  fold 
to,  what  to  candid  men  might  appear  equita¬ 
ble,  for  the  laft  four  years  and  a  half  of  his 
tim^,  in  cafe  tne  faid  youth  fhould  be  living,  and 

in  a  condition  likely  to  provide  comfortably  for 
himfelf.  J 

The  ninth  day  of  the  tenth  month,  1769.  My 
heart  hath  often  been  deeply  afflifted  under  a  feel¬ 
ing  I  have  had,  that  the  ftandard  of  pure  righte- 
oufnefs,  is  not  lifted  up  to  the  people  by  us,°as  a 
fociety,  in  that  clearnefs  which  it  might  have 
been,  had  we  been  fo  faithful  to  the  teachings 
of  Ch rift,  as  we  ought  to  have  been  :  And  as 
my  mmd  hath  been  inward  to  the  Lord,  the 
purity  of  (Thrift's  government  hath  been  opened 
m  my  underftanding  ;  and  under  this  exercife, 
that  of  friends  being  a&ive  in  civil  fociety,  in 
putting  laws  in  force  that  are  not  agreeable  to 
the  purity  of  righteoufnefs,  hath,  for  feveral  years, 
been  an  increafing  burden  upon  me  ;  having 
felt,  in  the  opening  of  univerfal  love,  that  where 
a  people  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  inward 
teachings  of  (Thrift,  are  adtive  in  putting  laws 
in  execution,  which  are  not  confiftent  with  pure 
wifdom,  it  hath  a  neceffary  tendency  to  bring  dim- 
nefs  over  their  minds  :  And  as  my  heart  hath 

been 
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been  thus  exercifed,  and  a  tender  fympathy  in 
me  toward  my  fellow  members,  I  have,  within 
a  few  months  paft,  in  feveral  meetings  for 
difcipline,  exprefled  my  concern  on  this  fub- 
jed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Under  fame  bodily  indifpofition ,  his  body ,  by  abftinence, 


much  weakened ;  and  his  mind ,  a/  //W  time,  exercifed 

for  the  good  of  the  people  in  the  Weft-Indies' _ His 

afterwards  communicating  to  friends  his  being  refigned 
to  vift  feme  of  thefe  iflands— The  fate  of  his  mind, 
and  the  chfe  considerations  he  was  led  into ,  while  un¬ 
der  this  exercifc — His  preparations  to  embark ,  and  his 
confederations  on  the  trade  to  thefe  iflands ;  and  his  be¬ 
ing,  when  the  veffel  was  ready  to  fail ,  releafed  from  the 
concern  he  had  been  under— -—His  religious  engagements 
after  his  return  home — His  fcknefs,  in  which  he  was 
brought  to  a  very  low  fate  ;  and  the  profpeHs  he  then 


TH  E  twelfth  day  of  the  third  month,  hav- 
ing,  for  forme  years  paft,  dieted  myfelf 
on  account  of  a  lump  gathering  on  my  nofe  ;  un¬ 
der  which  diet,  I  grew  weak  in  body,  and  not  of 
ability  to  travel  by  land  as  heretofore  :  I  was  at 
times  favoured  to  look  with  awfulnefs  toward 
the  Lord,  before  whom  are  all  my  wa\  s,  who 
alone  hath  the  power  of  life  and  death  ;  and  to 
feel  thankfulnefs  railed  in  me,  for  this  his  fa¬ 
therly  chaftifement,  believing,  if  I  was  truly  hum¬ 
bled  under  it,  all  would  work  for  good.  While 
1  was  under  this  bodily  weaknefs,  my  mind  being. 


at  times,  exercifed  for  my  fellow-creatures  in  the 

Weft _ 
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JVeft-Indies ,  I  grew  jealous  over  myfelf,  left  the 
difagreeablenefs  of  the  profpedt  fhould  hinder  me 
from  obediently  attending  thereto  :  For  tho’  I 
knew  not  that  the  Lord  required  me  to  go  there  ; 
yet  I  believed,  that  refignation  was  now  called 
for  in  that  rejpedt  :  And  feeling  a  danger  of  nor 
being  wholly  devoted  to  him,  I  was  frequently 
engaged  to  watch  unto  prayer,  that  I  might  be 
preferved  ;  and  upwards  of  a  year  having  paffed, 
I  walked  one  day  in  a  folitary  wood,  my  mind  be¬ 
ing  covered  with  awfulnefs,  cries  were  raifed  in 
me  to  my  merciful  Father,  that  he  would  graci- 
oufty  keep  me  in  faithfulnefs  ;  and  it  then  fettled 
on  my  mind  as  a  duty,  to  open  my  condition  to 
friends  at  our  monthly-meeting ;  which  I  did  foon 
after,  as  follows  : 

“  An  exercife  bath  attended  me  for  fotne  time 
paft,  and  of  late  been  more  weighty  upon  me  ; 
under  which,  I  believe  it  is  required  of  me  to  be 
refigned  to  go  on  a  vifit  to  fome  part  of  the  IV eft- 
Indies And  in  the  quarterly  and  general  fpring 
meeting,  I  found  no  clearnefs  to  exprefs  any  thing 
further,  than  that  I  believed  refignation  herein  was 
required  of  me;  and  having  obtained  certificates 
from  all  faid  meetings,  I  felt  like  a  fojourner  at 
my  outward  habitation,  kept  free  from  worldly  en¬ 
cumbrances,  and  was  often  bowed  in  fpirit  before 
the  Lord,  with  inward  breathings  to  him,  that  l 
might  be  rightly  diredled.  And  I  may  here  note, 
that  what  I  have  before  related  of  my  being,  when 
young,  joined  as  an  executor  with  another  friend, 
in  executing  the  will  of  the  deceafed,  our  hav- 

O  ing 
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<ing  fold  a  negro  lad  ’till  he  might  attain  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  was  now  the  caufe  of  much  for- 
rrow  to  me :  And  after  having  fettled  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  this  youth,  I  provided  a  fea-ftore  and 
bed,  and  things  for  the  voyage  *,  and  hearing  of  a 
veffel  likely  to  fail  from  Philadelphia  for  Barbadoes , 
I  fpake  with  one  of  the  owners  at  Burlington> 
and  foon  after  went  to  Philadelphia  on  purpofe  to 
fpeak  with  him  again  :  At  which  time  he  told  me, 
there  was  a  friend  in  town  who  was  part  owner 
of  the  veffel  ^  but  I  felt  no  inclination  to  fpeak 
with  him,  but  returned  home  :  And  a  while  af¬ 
ter,  I  took  leave  of  my  family  ;  and  going  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia^  had  fome  weighty  conversation  with  the 
firft-mentioned  owner,  and  fhewed  him  a  writing, 
as  follows  : 

u  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  eleventh 
month,  1769,  as  an  exercife,  with  refpedf  to  a  vi- 
lit  to  j Barbadoes,  hath  been  weighty  on  my  mind, 
I  may  exprefs  fome  of  the  trials  which  have  at¬ 
tended  me  under  thefe  trials,  I  have  at  times,  re¬ 
joiced,  in  that  I  have  felt  my  own  felf-will  fub- 
jedted.” 

“  I  once  fome  years  ago,  retailed  rum,  fugar, 
and  molaffes,  the  fruits  of  the  labour  of  flaves  ; 
but  then,  had  not  much  concern  about  them,  fave 
only  that  the  rum  might  be  ufed  in  moderation  -y 
nor  was  this  concern  fo  weightily  attended  to,  as 
I  now  believe  it  ought  to  have  been  :  But  of  late 
years  being  further  informed,  refpedting  the  op- 
preffions  too  generally  exercifed  in  thefe  iflands, 

and 
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and  thinking  often  on  the  degrees  that  are  in  con¬ 
nections  of  intereft  and  feilowfhip  with  the  works 
of  darknefs,  Ephe.  v,  1 1.  And  feeling  an  increaf- 
ing  concern  to  be  wholly  given  up  to  the  leadings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  hath  appeared,  that  the  fmall 
gain  I  got  by  this  branch  of  trade,  fhould  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  promoting  righteoufnefs  on  the  earth  ; 
and  were  the  firft  motion  toward  a  vifit  to  Barba~ 
does:  I  believed  the  outward  fubftance  I  pofiefs 
fhould  be  applied  in  paying  my  palfage,  if  I  go, 
and  providing  things  in  a  lowly  way  for  my  fub* 
liftance  ;  but  when  the  time  drew  near,  in  which, 
I  believed  it  required  of  me  to  be  in  readinefs,  a 
difficulty  arofe,  which  hath  been  a  continued  trial 
for  fome  months  paft  *  under  which,  I  have,  with 
abatement  of  mind,  from  day  to  day,  fought  the 
Lord  for  inftruCtion ;  and  often  had  a  feeling  of 
the  condition  of  one  formerly,  who  bewailed  him- 
felf  for  that  the  Lord  hid  his  face  from  him.— 
During  thefe  exercifes,  my  heart  hath  been  often 
contrite ;  and  I  have  had  a  tender  feeling  of  the 
temptations  of  my  fellow-creatures,  labouring  un¬ 
der  thefe  expenfive  cuftoms  diftinguifhable  from 
the  fimphcity  that  there  is  in  Chrift,  2  Cor .  ii.  3* 
and  fometimes  in  the  renewings  of  gofpel  love, 
have  been  helped  to  minifter  to  others.” 

u  That  which  hath  fo  clofely  engaged  my  mind, 
in  feeking  to  the  Lord  for  inftruCtion  is,  whether, 
after  fo  full  information  of  the  oppreffion  the 
flaves  in  the  IV eft-indies  lie  under,  who  raife  the 
EVeft-India  produce,  as  I  had  in  reading  a  caution 
and  warning  to  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies, 

O  2  (wrote, 
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(wrote  by  Anthony  Benezet)  it  is  right  for  me  to  take 

a  paflage  in  a  veffel,  employed  in  the  Weft-India 
trade  t” 

v 

“  To  trade  freely  with  oppreffors,  and  without 
labouring  to  diffuade  from  fuch  unkind  treat¬ 
ment,  feek  for  gain  by  fuch  traffick,  tends  I  be¬ 
lieve,  to  make  them  more  eafy,  refpedting  their 
conduct,  than  they  wduld  be,  if  the  caufe  of 
univerfal  righteoufnefs  was  humbly  and  firmly  at¬ 
tended  to,  by  thofe  in  general  with  whom  they 
have  commerce  ;  and  that  complaint  of  the  Lord 
by  his  prophet  “They  have  ftrengthened  the  hands 
“  of  the  wicked,”  hath  very  often  revived  in  my 
mind  ;  and  I  my  here  add  fome  circumftances 
preceding  any  profpeA  of  a  vifit  there :  The 
cafe  of  David  hath  often  been  before  me  of  late 
years  :  He  longed  for  fome  water  in  a  well  beyond 
an  army  of  Pbiliftines ,  at  war  with  Ifrael ;  and 
fome  of  his  men,  to  pleafe  him,  ventured  their 
lives  in  palling  thro*  this  army,  and  brought  that 
water.” 

*  * 

“  It  doth  not  appear  that  the  Ifraelites  were 
then  fcarce  of  water,  but  rather,  that  David  gave 
way  to  delicacy  of  tafte  ;  but  having  thought  on 
the  danger  thefe  men  were  expofed  to,  he  confider- 
ed  this  water  as  their  blodd,  and  his  heart  fmote 
him,  that  he  could  not  drink  it,  but  pour  it  out  to 
the  Lord.  And  the  oppreffion  of  the  flaves,  which 
I  have  feen  in  feveral  journes  fouthward,  on  this 
continent,  and  the  report  of  their  treatment  in 
the  IV ift-lndies  hath  deeply  affedted  me  ;  and  a 
•  care 
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care  to  live  in  the  fpirit  of  peace,  and  minifter 
juft  caufe  of  offence  to  none  of  my  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  bath,  from  time  to  time,  livingly  revived  on 
my  mind  ;  and  under  this  exercife,  I,  for  fome 
years  paft,  declined  to  gratify  my  palate  with  thofe 
fugars.” 

“  I  do  not  cenfure  my  brethren  in  thefe  things; 
but  believe  the  Father  of  mercies,  to  whom  all 
mankind  by  creation  are  equally  related,  hath 
heard  the  groans  of  thefe  opprefled  people  ;  and 
is  preparing  fome  to  have  a  tender  feeling  of  their 
condition  :  and  the  trading  in,  or  frequent  ufe  of 
any  produce  known  to  be  raifed  by  the  labours 
of  thofe  who  are  under  fuch  lamentable  oppreffion, 
hath  appeared  to  be  a  fubjeft  which  may  yet  more 
require  the  ferious  confideration  of  the  humble  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Chrift,  the  prince  of  peace.” 

After  long  and  mournful  exercife,  I  am  now  free 
to  mention  how  things  have  opened  in  my  mind, 
with  defires  that  if  it  may  pleafe  the  Lord,  to  fur¬ 
ther  open  his  will  to  any  of  his  children  in  this 
matter,  they  may  faithfully  follow  him  in  fuch  fur¬ 
ther  manifeftation.” 

“  The  number  of  thofe  who  decline  the  ufe  of 
the  IVeft-India  produce,  on  account  of  the  hai'd  u- 
fage  of  the  flaves  who  raife  it,  appear  fmall,  even 
amongft  people  truly  pious ;  and  the  labours,  in 
chriftian  love,  on  that  fubjeft,  of  thofe  who  do,  are 
pot  very  extenfive.” 


Were 
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\\  ere  the  trade  from  this  continent  to  the  Weft* 
Indies  to  be  quite  flopped  at  once,  I  believe  many 
there  would  fuflfer  for  the  want  of  bread.” 

<£  Did  we  on  this  continent,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Weft-Indies  generally  dwell  in  pure  righte- 
oufnefs,  I  believe  a  fmall  trade  between  us  might 
be  right  :  That  under  thefe  confiderations,  when 
the  thoughts  of  wholly  declining  the  ufe  of  trad¬ 
ing  veffels,  and  of  trying  to  hire  a  veffel  to  go 
under  ballaft  have  arofe  in  my  mind,  I  have 
believed  that  the  labours  in  gofpel  love,  yet  bellow¬ 
ed  in  thecaufe  of  univerfal  righteoufnefs,  are  not 
arrived  to  that  height.” 

u  If  the  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies  were  no  more 

V 

than  what  was  confiflent  with  pure  wifdom,  I 
believe  the  paffage-money  would,  for  good  reafons 
be  higher  than  it  is  now;  and,  here,  under  deep 
exercife  of  mind,  I  have  believed,  that  I  fhoulcj 
not  take  advantage  of  this  great  trade,  and  fmall 
paffage-money ;  but  as  a  teflimony  in  favour  of  lefs 
trading,  fhould  pay  more  than  is  common  for 
others  to  pay,  if  I  go  at  this  time.” 

The  firft-mentioned  owner  having  read  the 
paper,  expreffed  a  willingnefs  to  go  with  me  to  the 
other  owner;  and  we  going,  the  faid  other  owner 
read  over  the  paper,  and  we  had  fome  folid  con- 
verfation ;  under  which,  I  felt  my  foul  bowed 
in  reverence  before  the  Mofl  High :  And  at  length,' 
one  of  them  afked  me,  if  I  would  go  and  fee  the 
velfel  ?  But  I  had  not  clearnefs  in  my  mind  to  go  ; 

but 


of  JOHN  WOOL  MAN.  *99 

but  went  to  my  lodging,  and  retired  m  prt- 
vate. 

I  was  now  tinder  great  exercife  of  mind  ;  and 
my  tears  were  poured  out  before  the  Lord,  with 
inward  cries,  that  he  would  gracioufly  help  me 
under  thefe  trials. 

In  this  cafe,  I  believe  my  mind  was  refigned,  but 
did  not  feel  clearnefs  to  proceed  ;  and  my  own 
weaknefs,  and  the  neceffity  of  divine  inftruCtion, 
was  impreffed  on  me, 

I  was  for  a  time,  as  one  who  knew  not  what* 
to  do,  and  was  tofled  as  in  a  tempeft ;  under 
which  affliction,  the  doCtrine  of  (Thrift,  “  Take 
“  no  thought  for  the  morrow,”  arofe  livingly  be-* 
fore  me.  I  remembered  it  was  fome  days  before 
they  expected  the  vefTel  to  fail,  and  was  favoured 
to  get  into  a  good  degree  of  ftillnefs ;  and  having 
been  near  two  days  in  town,  I  believe  my  obedi¬ 
ence  to  my  heavenly  Father  confifted  in  returning 
homeward ;  and  then  I  went  over  amongft  friends 
on  the  Jerfey  fhore,  and  tarried  ’till  the  morning 
on  which  they  had  appointed  to  fail  :  And  as  I 
lay  in  bed  the  latter  part  of  that  night,  my  mind 
was  comforted;  and  I  felt  what  I  efteemed  a 
frefh  confirmation,  that  it  was  the  Lord’s  will, 
that  I  fhould  pafs  thro’  fome  further  exercifes  near 
home. 

So  I  went  home,  and  ftill  felt  like  a  fojourner 
with  my  family ;  And  in  the  frefh  fpring  of  pure 

*  love, 
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love,  ^  had  feme  labours  in  a  private  way  amongft 
friends,  on  a  fubjed  relating  to  truth’s  teftimo- 
ny  ;  under  which,  I  had  frequently  been  exercifed 
in  heart  for  fome  years.  I  remember,  as  I  walked 
on  the  road  under  this  exercife,  that  palfage 
m  Ezekiel  came  frefh  before  me :  “  Whither- 

foever  tneir  faces  were  turned,  thither  they 
“  vvent.”  And  I  was  graciouily  helped  to  difeharge 
my  duty,  in  the  fear  and  dread  of  the  Almigh- 

i 

After  a  few  weeks,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  vifit 
me  with  a  pleurify;  and  after  I  had  lain  a  few  days, 
and  felt  the  diforder  very  grievous,  I  was  thought¬ 
ful  how  it  might  end. 

I  had  of  late,  thro’  various  exercifes,  been 
much  weaned  from  the  pleafant  things  of  this 
life;  and  now  I  thought,  if  it- was  the  Lord’s 
will  to  put  an  end  to  my  labours,  and  gracioufly 
receive  me  into  the  arms  of  his  mercy,  death 
would  be  acceptable  to  me  :  but  if  it  was  his  will 
to  farther  refine  me  under  affliction,  and  make  me 
in  any  degree,  ufeful  in  his  church,  I  defired  not 
to  die.  I  may,  with  thankfulnefs,  fay,  that  in 
this  cafe  I  felt  refignednefs  wrought  in  me,  and 
had  no  inclination  to  fend  for  a  doCtor  ;  be¬ 
lieving,.  if  it  was  the  Lord’s  will,  thro’  outward 
means,  to  raife  me  up,  fome  fympathizing  friends 
would  be  fent  to  minifter  to  me ;  which  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  :  But  tho’  I  was  carefully  attended,  yet 
the  diforder  was  at  times,  fo  heavy,  that  I  had  no 
thoughts  of  recovery  :  One  night  in  particular, 

my 
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my  bodily  diftrefs  was  great ;  my  feet  grew  cold, 
and  cold  increafed  up  my  legs  toward  my  body ; 
and  at  that  time,  I  had  no  inclination  to  alk  my 
nurfe  to  apply  any  thing  warm  to  my  feet,  expect¬ 
ing  my  end  was  near :  And  after  I  had  lain  near 
ten  hours  in  this  condition  I  glofed  my  eyes,  think¬ 
ing  whether  I  might  now  be  delivered  out  of  the 
body ;  but  in  thefe  awful  moments,  my  mind, 
was  livingly  opened  to  behold  the  church  ;  and 
ftrong  engagements  were  begotten  in  me,  for  the 
everlafting  well-being  of  my  fellow-creatures:  And 
I  felt,  in  the  fpring  of  pure  love,  that  I  might 
remain  fome  time  longer  in  the  body,  in  filling 
up,  according  to  my  meafure,  that  which  remains 
of  the  afflictions  of  Chrift,  and  in  labouring  for 
the  good  of  the  church  ;  after  which,  I  requefted 
my  nurfe  to  apply  warmth  to  my  feet*  and  I  re¬ 
vived  :  And  the  next  night,  feeling  'a  weighty  exer- 
cife  of  fpirit,  and  having  a  folid  friend  fitting  up 
with  me,  I  requefted  him  to  write  what  I  faid ; 
which  he  did  as  follows  : 

“  Fourth  day  of  the  firft  month,  1770*  about 
five  in  the  morning-— -I  have  feen  in  the  Light  of 
the  Lord,  that  the  day  is  approaching,  when 
the  man  that  is  the  moft  wife  in  human  policy, 
ftiall  be  the  greateft  fool  ;  and  the  arm  that  is 
mighty  to  fupport  injuftice,  ftiall  be  broken  to 
pieces  :  The  enemies  of  righteoufnefs  ftiall  make  a 
terrible  rattle,  and  fhall  mightily  torment  one  a- 
nother  ;  for  He  that  is  omnipotent  is  riling  up  to 
judgment,  and  will  plead  the  caufe  of  the  op- 

prefied  ; 
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preffed  ;  and  he  commanded  me  to  open  the  yi- 
fton.”  ‘  < 

i  .  ;t  .j  ,  *  ■  :  ■ 

Near  a  week  after  this,  feeling  my  mind  living- 
ly  opened,  I  lent  for  a  neighbour,  who  at  my  re- 
queft,  wrote  as  follows  : 

“  The  place  of  prayer  is  a  precious  habitation  ; 
for  I  now  faw  that  the  prayers  of  the  faints  were 
precious  incenfe :  And  a  trumpet  was  given  me, 
that  I  might  found  forth-  this  language  ;  that  the 
children  might  hear  it,  and  be  invited  together  to 
this  precious  habitation,  where  the  prayers  of  the 
faints,  as  precious  incenfe,  arife  before  the  throne 
of  God  and  the  Lamb — I  faw  this  habitation  to  be 
fafe ;  to  be  inwardly  quiet,  when  there  were  great 
ftirrings  and  commotions  in  the  world.” 

“  Prayer,  at  this  day,  in  pure  refignation,  is  a 
precious  place :  The  trumpet  is  founded,  the  call 
goes  forth  to  the  church,  that  fhe  gather  to  the 

place  of  pure  inward  prayer  ;  and  her  habitation 
is  fafe.” 


CHAP. 
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HAP.  XI 


His  preparing  to  vifit  friends  in  England — IIis  em¬ 
barking  at  Chefter,  in  company  'with  Samuel  Em- 
len,  in  a  /hip  bound  to  London — His  deep  exercife , 
in  obferving  the  difficulties  and  hard/hips  the  common 
Jailors  are  expofed  to — Confiderations  on  the  dangers 
to  which  vouth  are  expofed ,  in  being  trained  to  a  fea- 
fearing  life  ;  and  its  inconfftency  with  a  pious  education 
His  thoughts  in  a  ftorm  at  fea :  With  many  inftruftrve 
contemplations  on  the  voyage — And  his  arrival  at 
London. 


TTAVING  been  fome  time  under  a  religious 
“■*  concern  to  prepare  for  croffing  the  Teas,  in 
order  to  vifit  friends  in  the  northren  parts  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  and  more  particularly  in  York/Kire :  After 
weighty  confideration,  I  thought  it  expedient  to 
inform  friends,  at  our  monthly-meeting  at  Bur - 
lingtony  of  it;  who  having  unity  with  me  therein, 
gave  me  a  certificate  ;  and  I  afterwards  communi¬ 
cated  the  fame  to  our  quarterly-meeting,  and  they 
likewife  certified  their  concurrence  therewith.  Some 
time  after  which,  at  the  general  fpring-meeting  of 
miniflers  and  elders,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them  of  the  religious  exercife  which  attend¬ 
ed  my  mind  ;  with  which,  they  likewife  fignified 

their 
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their  unity  by  a  certificate,  dated  the  twenty-fourth 

day  of  the  third  month,  1772,  directed  to  friends 
in  Great  Britain . 


.  In  the  fourth  m°nth  following,  I  thought  the 
time  was  come  for  me  to  make  fome  enquiry  for 
a  An  table  conveyance  ;  being  apprehenfive,  that  as 
my  concern  was  principally  toward  the  northern 
parts  of  England ,  it  would  be  moft  proper  to  go  in 
a  vefTel  bound  to  Liverpool  or  Whitehaven  :  And 
while  I  was  at  Philadelphia ,  deliberating  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  I  was  informed  that  my  beloved  friend 
Samuel  Emlen,  jun.  intended  to  go  to  London  ;  and 
had  taken  a  paffage  for  himfelf  in  the  cabbin  of 
the  fhip,  called  Mary  and  Elizabeth ,  of  which  James 
Sparks  was  mafter,  and  John  Head,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia ,  one  of  the  owners  ;  and  I  feeling  a 
draft  m  my  mind  toward  the  fteerage  of  the  fame 

fliip,  went  firft  and  opened  to  Samuel  the  feeling  I 
had  concerning  it. 


My  beloved  friend  wept  when  I  fpake  to  him, 
and  appeared  glad  that  I  had  thoughts  of  going 
m  the  veffel  with  him,  tho’  my  profped  was  to¬ 
ward  the  fteerage ;  and  he  offering  to  go  with  me 
we  went  on  board,  firft  into  the  cabbin  a  commo- 
dious  room,  and  then  into  the  fteerage  ;  where  we 
fat  down  on  a  cheft,  the.  failors  being  bufy  about 

us .  Then  the  owner  of  the  fhip  came  and  fat 
down  with  us. 


Here  my  mind  was  turned  toward  Chrift,  the 
heavenly  counfellor  ;  and  I  feeling,  at  this  time, 

my 
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my  own  will  fubjedted,  my  heart  was  contrite  be¬ 
fore  him. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  owner,  to  go  and 
fit  in  the  cabbin,  as  a  place  more  retired;  but 
I  felt  eafy  to  leave  the  Ihip,  and  made  no  agree¬ 
ment  as  to  a  paflage  in  her;  but  told  the  owner, 
if  I  took  a  paflfage  in  the  lhip,  I  believed  it 
would  be  in  the  fteerage  ;  but  did  not  fay  much 

as  to  my  exercife  in  that  cafe. 

]  1 

After  I  went  to  my  lodgings,  and  the  cafe 
was  a  little  known  in  town,  a  friend  laid  before 
me  the  great  inconvenience  attending  a  paffage 
in  the  fteerage ;  which,  for  a  time  appeared  very. 
difcouraging  to  me. 

I  foon  after  went  to  bed,  and  my  mind  was 
under  a  deep  exercife  before  the  Lord  *  whofe 
helping  hand  was  manifested  to  me  as  I  Slept  that 
night  and  his  love  Strengthened  my  heart :  And 
in  the  morning,  I  went  with  two  friends  on  board 
the  veflel  again  ;  and  after  a  Short  time  fpent 
therein,  I  went  with  Samuel  Emlen  to  the  houfe  of 
the  owner  *  to  whom,  in  the  hearing  of  Samuel 
only,  I  opened  my  exercife,  in  fubftance  as  fol¬ 
lows,  in  relation  to  a  Scruple  I  felt  with  rgard  to  a 
paffage  in  the  cabbin. 

I  told  the  owner,  that  on  the  outfide  of  that 
part  of  the  Ship  where  the  cabbin  was,  I  obferved 
fundry  forts  of  carved  work  and  imagery  ;  and 
that  in  the  cabbin  I  obferved  fome  Superfluity  of 

work- 
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workmanfhip  of  feveral  forts  ;  and  that  according 
to  the  ways  of  men’s  reckoning,  the  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  be  paid  for  a  paflage  in  that  apartment, 
hath  fome  relation  to  the  expenfe  in  furmfhing  it 
to  pleafe  the  minds  of  fuch  who  gave  way  to  a 
conformity  to  this  world  ;  and  that  in  this  cafe,  as 
in  other  cafts,  the  monies  received  from  the  paf- 
fengers  are  calculated  to  anfwer  every  expenfe 
relating  to  their  palfage,  and  amongft  the  reft,  of 
thefe  fuperfluities  :  And  that  in  that  cafe,  I  felt  a 
fcruple  with  regard  to  paying  my  money  to  defray 
fuch  expen  fes. 


s  my  mind  was  now  opened,  I  told  the  owner, 
that  I  had,  at  feveral  times  in  my  travels,  feen 
great  oppreffions  on  this  continent  at  which  my 
heart  had  been  much  affeifted,  and  brought  into 
a  feeling  of  the  ftate  of  the  fufferers,  and  having 
many  times  been  engaged,  in  the  fear  and  love  of 
God,  to  labour  with  thofe  under  whom  the  op- 
prefled  have  been  borne  down  and  afflifted  ;  I 
have  often  perceived,  that  a  view  to  get  riches,  and 
provide  eftates  for  children,  to  live  conformable  to 
cuftoms,  which  ftand  m  that  fpirit  wherein  men 
have  regard  to  the  honours  of  this. world— that  in 
the  purfuit  of  thefe  things,  I  had  feen  many  en¬ 
tangled  in  the  fpirit  of  oppreflion  ;  and  the  exercife 
of  my  foul  had  been  fuch,  that  I  could  not  find 
peace,  in  joining  in  any  thing  which  I  faw  was 
againfl  that  wiidom  which  is  pure. 


After  this,  I  agreed  for  a  paflage  in  the  fleer- 
agv.  ;  and  hearing  in  town  that  J°feph  White 

had 
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had  a  defire  to  fee  me,  I  felt  the  reviving  of  a 
defire  to  fee  him,  and  went  then  to  his  houfe,  and 
next  day  home  ;  where  I  tarried  two  nights;  And 
then  early  in  the  morning,  I  parted  with  my 
family,  under  a  fenfe  of  the  humbling  hand  of  God 
upon  me;  and  going  to  Philadelphia ,  had  opportu¬ 
nity  with  feveral  of  my  beloved  friends  ;  who 
appeared  to  be  concerned  for  me,  on  account  of 
the  unpleafant  lituation  of  that  part  of  the  veflel, 
where  I  was  likely  to  lodge. 

In  thefe  opportunities,  my  mind  thro’  the  mercies 
of  the  Lord,  was  kept  low,  in  an  inward  waiting 
for  his  help,  and  friends  having  exprelfed  their 
defire,  that  I  might  have  a  place  more  convenient 
than  the  fteerage,  did  not  urge,  but  appeared 
difpofed  to  leave  me  to  the  Lord. 

Having  flayed  two  nights  in  Philadelphia ,  I  went 
the  next  day  to  Derby  monthly-meeting  ;  where 
thro’  the  ftrength  of  divine  love,  my  heart  was 
enlarged  toward  the  youth  then  prefent ;  under 
which  I  was  helped  to  labour  in  feme  tendernefs 
of  fpirit.  Then  lodging  at  William  Horn's ,  I,  with 
one  friend,  went  to  Chef  ter  ;  where  meeting  with 
Samuel  Emlen ,  we  went  on  board,  the  firft  day  of 
the  fifth  month,  1772  :  And  as  I  fat  down  alone, 
on  a  feat  on  the  deck,  I  felt  a  fatisfadlory  evidence, 
that  my  proceedings  were  not  in  my  own  will,  but 
under  the  power  of  the  crofs  of  Chrifl. 

Seventh  day  of  the  fifth  month :  Have  had 
rough  weather,  moftly  fince  I  came  on  board  : 

and 
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and  the  pafTengers,  James  Reynolds ,  John  Till- Adams, 
Sarah  Logan  and  her  hired  maid,  and  John  Bifpham 
all  fea-fick,  more  or  lefs,  at  times'  from  which 
ficknefs,  thro*  the  tender  mercies  of  my  heavenly 
Father,  I  have  been  preferved ;  My  affli&ions 
now  being  of  another  kind. 

There  appeared  an  opennefs  in  the  minds  of  the 
mafter  of  the  fhip  and  in  the  cabbin  paflengers 
toward  me ;  we  were  often  together  on  the  deck, 
and  fometimes  in  the  cabbin. 

My  mind,  thro*  the  merciful  help  of  the  Lord, 
hath  been  preferved  in  a  good  degree  watchful, 
and  inward  ;  and  I  have,  this  day,  great  caufe  to 
be  thankful,  in  that  I  remain  to  feel  quietnefs  of 
mind. 

As  my  lodging  in  the  fteerage,  now  near  a  week, 
hath  afforded  me  fundry  opportunities  of  feeing, 
hearing,  and  feeling,  with  refpedt  to  the  life  and 
fpirit  of  many  poor  failors  :  An  inward  exercife 
of  foul  hath  attended  me,  in  regard  to  placing 
out  children  and  youth  where  they  may  be  likely 
to  be  exampled  and  inltrudled  in  the  pure  fear 
of  the  Lord  ;  and  I  being  much  amongft  the  fea- 
men,  have  from  a  motion  of  love,  fundry  times 
taken  opportunities,  with  one  of  them  at  a  time 
alone  ;  and  in  a  free  converfation,  laboured  to 
turn  their  minds  toward  the  fear  of  the  Lord  :  And 
this  day  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  cabbin,  where 
my  heart  was  contrite  under  a  feeling  of  divine 
love. 


Now 
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Now  concerning  lads  being  trained  up  as  Tea¬ 
men  :  I  believe  a  communication  from  one  part 
of  the  world  to  fome  other  parts  of  it,  by  Tea,  is, 
at  times,  confiftent  with  the  will  of  our  heavenly 
Father;  and  to  educate  fome  youth  in  the  practice 
of  failing,  I  believe  may  be  right  :  But  how  la¬ 
mentable  is  the  prefent  corruption  of  the  world  ! 
How  impure  are  the  channels  thro’  which  trade 
hath  a  conveyance  !  How  great  is  that  danger,  to 
which  poor  lads  are  now  expofed,  when  placed  on 
flhipboard  to  learn  the  art  of  failing  ? 

Five  lads,  training  up  for  the  Teas,  were  now  on 
board  this  (hip  ;  two  of  them  brought  up  amongd 
our  fociety  ;  one  of  which  hath  a  right  amongfl; 

friends,  by  name  James  Nailor ,  to  whofe  father 

J .  J 

James  Nailor ,  mentioned  in  Sewel’s  hi  (lory,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  unde. 


I  often  feel  a  tendernefs  of  heart  toward  thefe 
poor  lads;  and,  at  times,  look  at  them  as  tho’  they 
were  my  children  according  to  the  flefh. 

O  that  all  may  take  heed  and  beware  of  covet- 
oufnefs  !  O  that  all  may  learn  of  Chfid,  who  was 
meek  and  low  of  heart!  Then,  in  faithfully  follow¬ 
ing  him,  he  will  teach  us  to  be  content  with  food 
and  raiment,  without  refped:  to  the  cuftoms  or  ho- 

;  ! :  -  r  1  • 

nours  or  this  world. 

r  1  i  J  J  a  l  { » i  J 

Men  thus  redeemed,  will  feel  a  tender  concern 
for  their  fellow-creatures,  and  a  defire  that  thofe 
in  the  lowed  dations  may  be  affided  and  encou- 

P  raged  •, 
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raged  ;  and  where  owners  of  fhips  attain  to  the 
perfect  law  of  liberty,  and  are  doers  of  the  word, 
thefe  will  be  bleffed  in  their  deeds. 

/  , 

A  fhip  at  fea  commonly  fails  all  night,  and  the 
feamen  take  their  watches  four  hours  at  a  time. 

Rifing  to  work  in  the  night,  is  not  commonly 
pleafant  in  any  cafe  ;  but  in  dark  rainy  nights  it 
is  very  difagreeable,  even  tho’  each  man  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  all  conveniencies  :  But  if  men  mult 
go  out  at  midnight  to  help  to  manage  the  fhip  in 
the  rain,  and  having  fmall  room  to  fleep  and  lay 
their  garments  in,  are  often  befet  to  ftirnifh  them- 
felves  for  the  watch  ;  their  garments  or  fome  thing 
relating  to  their  bufinefs  being  wanting,  and  not 
eafily  found  ;  tyheft  from  the  urgency  occ'afioned 
by  high  winds,  they  are  haftened  and  called  up 
fuddenly  :  Here  is  a  trial  of  patience  on  the  poor 
failors,  and  the  poor  lads  their  companions. 

If  after  they  have  been  on  deck  feveral  hours 
in  the  night,  and  come  down  into  the  fceerage 
foaking  wet,  and  are  fo  clofe  flowed  that  proper 
convenience  for  change  of  garments  is  not  eafily 
come  at,  but  for  want  of  proper  room  their  wet 
garments  thrown  in  heaps,  and  fometimes,  thro’ 
much  crowding,  are  often  trodden  under  foot  in 
going  to  their  lodgings  and  getting  out  of  them, 
and  find  great  difficulties,  at  times,  each  one  to 
find  his  own  :  Here  are  trials  on  the  poor  bail¬ 
ors. 

Now 
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Now  as  I  have  been  with  them  in  my  lodge* 
my  heart  hath  yearned  for  them  ;  and  tender  de¬ 
fires  been  raifed  in  me,  that  all  owners  and  mas¬ 
ters  of  v  effete  may  dwell  in  the  love  of  God,  and 
therein  adt  uprightly ;  and  by  feeking  lefs  for 
gain,  and  looking  carefully  to  their  ways,  may 
earneftly  labour  to  remove  all  caufe  of  provocation 
from  the  poor  feamen,  either  to  fret  or  ufe  excefs 
of  ftrong  drink  *  for,  indeed,  the  poor  creatures, 
at  times,  in  the  wet  and  cold,  feem  to  apply  to 
ftrong  drink  to  fupply  the  want  of  other  conveni¬ 
ence. 

Great  reformation  in  the  world  is  wanting,  and 
the  neceffity  of  it,  amongft  thefe  who  do  bufinefs 
on  great  waters,  hath,  at  this  time,  been  abundant¬ 
ly  opened  before  me. 

The  eighth  day  of  the  fifth  month— This  morn¬ 
ing  the  clouds  gathered,  the  wind  blew  ftrong 
from  the  fouth-eaftward,  and,  before  noon,  increaf- 
ed  to  that  degree  that  failing  appeared  dangerous  : 
The  feamen  then  bound  up  fome  of  their  fails, 
and  took  down  fome  •,  and  the  ftorm  increafing, 
they  put  the  dead  lights,  fo  called,  into  the  cab- 
bin-windows,  and  lighted  a  lamp  as  at  night. 

The  wind  now  blowed  vehemently,  and  the  fea 
wrought  to  that  degree,  that  an  awful  ferioufnefs 
prevailed  in  the  cabbin,  in  which  I  fpent  I  believe, 
about  feventeen  hours ;  for  I  believed  the  poor  wet 
toiling  feamen,  had  need  of  all  the  room  in  the 
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crowded  fteerage,  and  the  cabbin  paffengers  had 
given  me  frequent  invitations. 

Tney  ceafod  now  from  failing ;  and  put  the  vef* 
fel  in  the  pofture,  called  lying- to. 

My  mind  in  this  tempeft,  thro’  the  gracious 
alliftance  of  the  Lord,  was  preferved  in  a  good 
degree  of  refignaticn  ;  and  I  felt,  at  times,  a  few' 
words  in  his  love  to  my  fhip-mates,  in  regard  to 
the  all-lufficiency  of  Him  who  formed  the  great 
deep,  and  whofe  care  is  fo  extenfive,  that  a  fpar- 
row  falls  not  without  his  notice  :  And  thus,  in  a 
tender  frame  of  mind,  fpake  to  them  of  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  our  yielding,  in  true  obedience  to 
the  inflruftions  of  our  heavenly  Father,  who 
fometimes,  thro’  adverfities.,  intendeth  our  re¬ 
finement. 

*  •  *  .  .  * 

About  eleven  at  night,  I  went  out  on  the  deck, 
when  the  fea  wrought  exceedingly,  and  the  high 
foaming  waves,  all  round  about,  had,  in  fome  fort, 
the  appearance  of  fire  ;  but  did  not  give  much,  if 
any  light. 

The  failor,  then  at  the  helm,  faid  he  lately  faw 
a  corpofant  at  the  head  of  the  maft. 

About  this  time,  I  obferved  the  mafter  of  the 
fhip  ordered  the  carpenter  to  keep  on  the  deck  ; 
and  tho’  he  faid  little,  I  apprehended  his  care  was, 
that  the  carpenter  with  his  axe  might  be  in  readi- 
nefs  in  cafe  of  any  extremity. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  this,  the  vehemency  of  the  wind  a- 
bated  ;  and  before  morning,  they  again  put  the 
fhip  under  fail,  . 

The  tenth  day  of  the  month,  and  firft  of  the 
week,  it  being  fine  weather,  we  had  a  meeting  in 
the  cabbin,  at  which  moll;  of  the  feamen  were  pre- 
fent ;  This  meeting  to  me  was  a  lengthening 
time. 

* 

The  thirteenth  day  of  the  month.  As  I  continue 
to  lodge  in  the  fteerage,  I  feel  an  opennefs  this 
morning,  to  exprefs  fomething  further  of  the 
ftate  of  my  mind,  in  refpecl  to  poor  lads  bound 
apprentice  to  learn  the  art  of  failing.  As  I  believe 
failing  is  of  fome  ufe  in  the  world,  a  labour  of  foul 
attends  me,  that  the  pure  counlel  of  truth  may  be 
humbly  waited  for  in  this  cafe,  by  all  concerned  in 
the  buftnefs  of  the  feas, 

A  pious  father,  whofe  mind  is  exercifed  for  the 
cverlafting  welfare  of  his  child,  may  not,  with  a 
peaceable  mind,  place  him  out  to  an  employment 
amongft  a  people,  whofe  common  courfe  of  life 
is  manifeftly  corrupt  and  profane;  fo  great  is  the 
prefent  defeat  amongft  fea-faring  men,  in  regard 
to  piety  and  virtue;  And  thro’  an  abundant  traf- 
fick,  and  many  fhips  of  war,  fo  many  people  are 
employed  on  the  fea,  that  this  fubjeft  of  placing 
lads  to  the  employment  appears  very  weighty. 

Prophane  examples  are  very  corrupting,  and 
very  forcible.  And  as  my  mind,  day  after  day, 
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and  night  after  night,  hath  been  affeded  with  a 
fympathizing  tendernefs  toward  poor  children,  put 
to  the  employment  of  failors,  I  have  fometimes 
had  weighty  converfation  with  the  failors  in  the 
fteerage,  who  were  moftly  refpedful  to  me,  and 
more  and  more  fo  the  longer  I  was  with  them  : 
They  moftly  appeared  to  take  kindly  what  I  favd 
to  them  ;  but  their  minds  have  appeared  to  be  fo 
deeply  imprefled  with  that  almoft  univerfal  depra¬ 
vity  amongft  failors,  that  the  poor  creatures  in 
their  anfwers  to  me  on  this  fubjeft,  have  revived  in 
my  remembrance,  that  of  the  degenerate  Jews  a 
little  before  the  captivity,  as  repeated  by  Jeremiah 
the  prophet,  “  There  is  no  hope.” 

%  V 

Now  under  this  exercife,  a  fenfe  of  the  defire 
of  outward  gain  prevailing  amongft  us,  hath  felt 
grievous  ;  and  a  ftrong  call  to  the  profefled  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Chrift,  hath  been  raifed  in  me;  that  all 
may  take  heed,  left,  thro*  loving  this  prefent 
world,  they  be  found  in  a  continued  negleft  of 
duty,  with  refpedt  to  a  faithful  labour  for  a  refor¬ 
mation. 

Silence,  as  to  every  motion  proceeding  from 
the  love  of  money,  and  an  humble  waiting  upon 
God,  to  know  his  will  concerning  11s,  hath  now  ap¬ 
peared  neceffary  :  He  alone  is  able  to  ftrengthen 
us  to  dig  deep,  to  remove  all  which  lies  between  us 
and  the  fafe  foundation,  and  fo  direft  us  in  our 
outward  employments,  that  pure  univerfal  love, 
may  fhine  forth  in  our  proceedings. 


Defires 
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I 

Defires  arifing  from  the  fpirit  of  truth,  are  pure 
defires  ;  and  when  a  mind  divinely  opened  toward 
a  young  generation,  is  made  fenfible  of  corrupt¬ 
ing  examples,  powerfully  working,  and  extenfive- 
ly  Spreading  amongft  them,  how  moving  is  the 

profpedt ! 

A  great  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  for  flaves  ;  of 
which  I  now  heard  frequent  convention  among 
the  failors ! 

A  <meat  trade  in  that  which  is  raifed  and  pre- 

tD  ^ 

pared  thro’  grievous  oppreffion  ! 

A  great  trade  in  fuperfluity  of  workmanfhip, 
formed  to  pleafe  the  pride  and  vanity  of  people’s 
minds! 

*  •  '  '  «» 

Great  and  extenfive  is  that  depravity  which 
prevails  amongft  the  poor  failors  ! 

When  I  remember  that  faying  of  the  Moft  High* 
thro’  his  prophet,  u  This  people  have  I  formed 
u  for  myfelf ;  they  fhall  fhew  forth  my  praife  : 
And  think  of  placing  children  amongft  them,  to 
learn  the  practice  of  failing,  the  confiftency  of  it 
with  a  pious  education,  feems  to  me  like  that  men* 
tioned  by  the  prophet,  “  There  is  no  anfwer  from 
“  God.” 

\ 

In  a  world  of  dangers  and  difficulties,  like  a 
defolate  thorny  wildernefs,  how  precious !  how 
comfortable !  how  fafe  !  are  the  leadings  of  Chrift, 

the 
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the  good  fhepherd;  who  faid,  “  I  know  my  fheep  ; 
and  am  known  of  mine.” 

JThe  fix tee nth  day  of  the  month.  Wind,  for  fe- 
veral  days  pa  ft,  often  high,  what  the  failors  call 
fqually,  rough  fea  and  frequent  rains.  This  laft 
night  a  very  trying  night  to  the  poor  feamen  ;  the 
water,  chief  part  of  the  night,  running  over  the 
main  deck,  and  fometimes  breaking  waves  came 
on  the  quarter  deck.  The  latter  part  of  the  night, 
as  I  lay  in  bed,  my  mind  was  humbled  under  the 
power  of  divine  love  ;  and  refignednefs  to  the 
great  Cieator  or  the  earth  and  the  feas,  renewedly 
wrought  in  me,  whofe  fatherly  care  over  his  child¬ 
ren  felt  precious  to  my  foul :  And  defires  were  now 
renewed  in  me,  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of 
being  inwardly  acquainted  with  the  hardfliips  and 
difficulties  of  my  fellow-creatures,  and  to  labour  in 
his  love  for  the  fpreading  of  pure  righteoufnefs  on 
the  earth.  The  opportunities  being  frequent  of  heart¬ 
ing  convention  amongft  the  failors,  in  refpett  to 
the  voyages  to  Africa,  and  the  manner  of  bringing 
the  deeply  oppreffied  {laves  into  our  iflands.  The 
thoughts  of  their  condition,  frequently  in  chains 
and  fetters  on  board  the  veflels,  with  hearts  loaded 
with  grief,  under  the  apprehenfions  of  miferable 
flavery  ;  my  mind  was  frequently  opened  to  medi¬ 
tate  on  thefe  things. 

On  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  month,  and  firft 
of  the  week,  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  cabbin;  to 
which  the  feamen  generally  came.  My  fpirit  was 

contrite 
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contrite  before  the  Lord  ;  whofe  love,  at  this  time 
afletfled  my  heart. 

This  afternoon,  I  felt  a  tender  fympathy  of  foul, 
with  my  poor  wife  and  family  left  behind  ;  in 
which  Hate,  .my  heart  was  enlarged  in  defires, 
that  they  may  walk  in  that  humble  obedience 
wherein  the  everlafting  Father  may  be  their  guide 
and  fupport,  thro’  all  the  difficulties  in  this  world  ; 
and  a  fenfe  of  that  gracious  affiftance,  thro’  which 
my  mind  hath  been  {Lengthened  to  take  up  the 
crofs  and  leave  them,  to  travel  in  the  love  of  truth, 
hath  begotten  thankfulnefs  in  my  heart  to  our 
great  Helper. 


On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  month,  and 
firft  of  the  week'  a  clear  pleafant  morning  :  And 
as  I  fat  on  deck,  I  felt  a  reviving  in  my  nature  ; 
which,  thro’  much  rainy  weather,  arid  high  winds. 


being  flint  up  in  a  clofe  unhealthy  air,  was  weak¬ 
ened. 


Several  nffihts  of  late  I  felt  breathing  difficult; 
and  a  little  after  the  rifing  of  the  fecond  watch 
(which  is  about  midnight)  I  got  up,  and  flood,  I 
believe,  near  an  hour,  with  my  face  near  the  hatch¬ 
way,  to  get  the  frefh  air  at  the  fmall  vacancy  un¬ 
der  the  hatch-door;  which  is  commonly  fhu't  down, 
partly  to  keep  out  rain,  and  fometimes  to  keep 
the  breaking  waves  from  clafhing  into  the  fteerage. 

I  may,  with  thankfulnefs  to  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies,  acknowledge,  that  in  my  prefent  weak  ftate, 

my 
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my  mind  hath  been  fupported  to  bear  the  afflic¬ 
tion  with  patience  ;  and  have  looked  at  the  prefent 
diipeniation  as  a  kindnefs  from  the  great  Father  of 
mankind,  who  in  this  my  floating  pilgrimage,  is  in 
fome  degree  bringing  me  to  Teel  that,  which  many 

thoufands  of  my  fellow-creatures  often  fuffer,  in  a 
greater  degree.  v-  9 

My  appetite  failing,  the  trial  hath  been  the 
heavier ;  and  I  have  felt  tender  breathings  in  my 
foul  after  God,  the  fountain  of  comfort,  whofe 
inward  help  hath  fupplied,  at  times,  the  want  of 
outward  convenience  :  And  ftrong  defires  have 
attended  me,  that  his  family,  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  movings  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  may  be  fo 
redeemed  from  the  love  of  money,  and  from  that 
fpirit  in  which  men  feek  honour  one  of  another ; 
-*that  in  all  bufmefs,  by  fea  or  land,  we  may  con- 
ftantly  keep  in  view  the  coming  of  his  king¬ 
dom  on  earth,  as  it  is  heaven  ;  and  by  faithfully 
following  this  fafe  guide,  fhew  forth  examples, 
tending  to  lead  out  of  that  under  which  the  ere** 
ation  groans! 

This  day  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  cabbin  ;  in 
which  I  was  favoured  in  fome  degree  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  fulfilling  of  that  faying  of  the  pro¬ 
phet,  “  The  Lord  hath  been  a  ftrength  to  the 
u  poor,  a  ftrength  to  the  needy  in  their  diftrefs 
for  which,  my  heart  is  bowed  in  thankfulnefs  be¬ 
fore  him. 


•  / 
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The  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  month:  Wet 
weather  of  late,  fmall  winds  inclining  to  calms  j 
our  feamen  have  call  a  lead,  I  fuppofe  about  one 
hundred  fathom  ;  but  find  no  bottom  :  Foggy  wea¬ 
ther  this  morning. 

Thro’  the  kindnefsof  the  great  preferverof  men, 
my  mind  remains  quiet  ;  and  a  degree  of  exercife, 
from  day  to  day,  attends  me,  that  the  pure  peace¬ 
able  government  of  Chrift  may  fpread  and  prevail 
amongft  mankind. 

The  leading  on  of  a  young  generation,  in  that 
pure  way,  in  which  the  wifdom  of  this  world  hath 
no  place:  Where  parents  and  tutors,  humbly 
waiting  for  the  heavenly  Counfelior,  may  example 
them  in  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  This,  for  fe- 
veral  days,  hath  been  the  exercife  of  my  mind  ;  O 
how  fafe,  how  quiet  is  that  ftate,  where  the  foul 
ftands  in  pure  obedience  to  the  voice  of  Chrift, 
and  a  watchful  care  is  maintained,  not  to  follow 
the  voice  of  the  ftranger ! 

Here  Chrift  is  felt  to  be  our  fhepherd;  and  un¬ 
der  his  leading,  people  are  brought  to  a  {lability  : 
And  where  he  doth  not  lead  forward,  we  are  bound 
in  the  bonds  of  pure  love,  to  Hand  ftill  and  wait 
upon  him.  In  the  love  of  money,  and  in  the  wif¬ 
dom  of  this  world,  bufinefs  is  propofed,  then  the 
urgency  of  affairs  pufh  forward  ;  nor  can  the  mind, 
in  this  ftate,  difcern  the  good  and  perfect  will  of 
God  concerning  us. 
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The  love  of  God  is  manifefted,  in  gracioufly 
calling  us  to  come  out  of  that  which  Hands  in 
conhtlion  ;  but  if  we  bow  not  in  the  name  of  Te- 
fus  ;  if  we  give  not  up  thofe  profpedts  of  gain, 
which  in  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  are  open  before 
us,  but  fay  in  our  hearts,  I  muft  needs  go  on  ;  and 
in  going  on,  I  hope  to  keep  as  near  to  the  purity 
of  truth,  as  the  bufinefs  before  me  will  admit  of. 
Here  the  mind  remains  entangled,  and  the  fhining 
of  the  light  of  life  into  the  foul  is  obftrudled. 

This  query  opens  in  my  mind  in  the  love  of 
Chrift.  Where  fhall  a  pious  father  place  his  fon  ap¬ 
prentice,  to  be  inftruded  in  the  practice  of  crofting 
the  feas  *  and  have  faith  to  believe,  that  Chrift,  our 
holy  Shepherd,  leads  him  to  place  his  fon  there  ? 

Surely  the  Lord  calls  to  mourning  and  deep  hu¬ 
miliation,  that  in  his  fear  we  may  be  inftrufted, 
and  led  fafely  on  thro’  the  great  difficulties  and 
perplexities  in  this  prefent  age. 

In  an  entire  fubjedtion  of  our  wills,  the  Lord 
gracioufly  opens  a  way  for  his  people,  where  all 
their  wants  are  bounded  by  his  wifdom  ;  and  here 
we  experience  the  fubftance  of  what  Me/es  the  pro¬ 
phet  figured  out  in  the  water  of  feparation,  as  a 
purification  from  fin. 

Efm  is  mentioned  as  a  child  red  all  over,  like  a 
hairy  garment :  In  Efau  is  reprefented  the  natural 
will  of  man.  In  preparing  the  water  of  fepara- 
tion>  a  red  heifer  without  blemifh,  on  which  there 

had 
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had  been  no  yoke,  was  to  be  flain,  and  her  blood 
fprinkled  by  the  prieft  feven  times  toward  the  ta¬ 
bernacle  of  the  congregation  :  Then  her  fkin,  her 
flefh,  and  all  pertaining  to  her,  was  to  be  burnt 
without  the  camp ;  and  of  her  allies  the  water  was 
prepared.  Thus  the  crucifying  the  old  man,  or 
natural  will  is  reprefen  ted  :  And  hence  comes  a 
reparation  from  that  carnal  man,  which  is  death. 

“  He  who  touche th  the  dead  body  of  a  man, 

«  and  purifieth  not  himfelf  with  the  water  of  fepa- 
“  ration,  he  defileth  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  ; 
“  he  is  unclean.”  Numb.  xix.  1 3. 

If  any,  thro’  the  love  of  gain,  go  forth  into  bufi- 
nels,  wherein  they  dwell  as  amongft  the  tombs,  and 
touch  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  are  dead  :  If  thefe, 
thro’  the  infinite  love  of  God,  feel  the  power  of 
the  crofs  of  Chrifi  to  crucify  them  to  the  world, 
and  therein  learn  humbly  to  follow  thedivi  tie  lead¬ 
er  : — Here  is  the  judgment  of  this  world — Here  the 
prince  of  this  world  is  caft  out. 

The  water  of  reparation  is  felt  ;  and  t.ho’  we 
have  been  amongft  the  flain,  and,  thro’  the-  defire 
of  gain,  have  touched  the  dead  body  of  a  man  ; 
yet  in  the  purifying  love  of  Chrift,  we  are  vyafhed 
in  the  water  of  reparation,  are  brought  off  from 
that  bufinefs,  from  that  gain,  and  froim  that  fel¬ 
lowship,  which  was  not  agreeable  to  his.  holy  will : 
And  I  have  felt  a  renewed  confirmat  ion  in  the 
time  of  this  voyage,  that  the  Lord,  in  his  in¬ 
finite  love,  is  calling  to  his  vifited  chile  Iren,  fo  to 

give 
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give  up  all  outward  pofieflions,  and  means  of  set- 

mg  treafures,  that  his  Holy  Spirit  may  have  free 

courfe  in  their  hearts,  and  direct  them  in  all  their 
proceedings. 

To  feel  the  fubftance  pointed  at  in  this  figure, 
man  muft  know  death,  as  to  his  own  will.  & 

“  No  man  can  fee  God  and  live  This  was  . 
fpoken  by  the  Almighty  to  Mofes  the  prophet •  and 
opened  by  our  bleffed  Redeemer. 

As  deatn  comes  on  our  own  wills,  and  new  life 
is  formed  in  us,  the  heart  is  purified,  and  prepar¬ 
ed  to  underftand  clearly.  “  BlefTed  are  the  pure  in 
heart,  for  they  fhall  fee  God.”  In  purity  of  heart, 
the  mind  is  divinely  opened  to  behold  the  nature 
of  univerfal  righteoufnefs,  or  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  kingdom  of  God.  “  No  man  hath  feen  the  Fa¬ 
ther  fave  he  that  is  of  God  ;  he  hath  feen  the 
“  Father.” 

The  natural  mind  is  adlive  about  the  things  of 
this  life;  and  in  this  natural  activity,  bufinefs  is 
propofed,  and  a  will  in  us  to  go  forward  in  it  And 
as  long  as  this  natural  will  remains  unfubjeded,  fo 
long  there  remains  an  obftrudion  againft  the  clear- 
nefs  of  divine  light  operating  in  us ;  but  when  we 
love  God  with  all  our  ftrength,  then,  in  this  love, 
we  love  our  neighbours  as  ourfelves  ;  and  a  tender- 
nefs  of  heart  is  felt  toward  all  people  for  whom 
Chrift  died,  even  fuch  who  as  to  outward  circum- 
fiances  may  be  to  us  as  the  Jews  were  to  the  Santa- 
/  ritans . 
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ritans.  Who  is  my  neighbour?  See  this  quellion 
anfwered  by  our  Saviour,  Luke  x.  30. 

In  this  love  we  can  fay,  that  Jefus  is  the  Lord ; 
and  the  reformation  in  our  fouls,  manifefted  in  a 
full  reformation  of  our  lives,  wherein  all  things  are 
new,  and  all  things  are  of  God  ;  2  Cor.  v.  18.  in 
this  the  defire  of  gain  is  fubje&ed. 

When  employment  is  honeflly  followed  in  the 
light  of  truth  ;  and  people  become  diligent  in  bufi- 
nefs,  “  fervent  in  fpirit  ;  ferving  the  Lord  Rom. 
xii.  11.  Here  the  name  is  opened:  “  This  is 
“  the  name  by  which  he  fhall  be  called,  THE 
“  LORD  OUR  RIGHT  EOUSNES  ST 
Jer.  xxiii.  6.  Oh,  how  precious  is  this  name!  It  is 
like  ointment  poured  out.  The  chafte  virgins  are 
in  love  with  the  Redeemer  ;  and  for  the  promoting 
his  peaceable  kingdom  in  the  world,  are  content  to 
endure  hardnefs  like  good  foldiers ;  and  are  fo  fe- 
parated  in  fpirit,  from  the  defire  of  riches,  that  in 
their  employments  they  become  extenfively  careful 
to  give  none  offence,  neither  to  Jews  nor  Heathen , 
nor  to  the  church  of  ChrifL 

On  the  thirty-firfl  day  of  the  month,  and  fifft 
of  the  week,  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  cabbin, 
with  near  all  the  fhip’s  company ;  the  whole 
being  near  thirty.  In  this  meeting  the  Lord,  in 
mercy,  favoured  us  with  the  extending  of  his 
love. 

The 
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J  *  r  *7  1  v  v 

The  iecond  day  of  the-fixth  month.  Laid  even¬ 
ing,  the  fearnen  found  bottom  at  about  feventy  fa¬ 
thom. 

This  morning  fair  wind,  and  pleafant  :  And 
as  I  fat  on  deck,  my  heart  was  overcome  with 
the  love  of  Chrift,  and  melted  into  contrition 
befoie  him:  And  in  this  ftate,  the  profpeft  of 
that  work,  to  which  I  have  felt  my  mind  drawn 
when  in  my  native  land,  being  in  fome  degree 
opened  before  me,  I  felt  like  a  little  child  ;  and 
my  cries  were  put  up  to  my  heavenly  Father  for 
;  prefervation,  that  in  an  humble  dependance  on 
him,  my  foul  may  be  flrengthened  in  his  love,  and 
kept  inwardly  waiting  for  his  counfel. 

This  afternoon,  we  faw  that  part  of  England  call- 
~  ed  the  Lizard. 

t  *  % 

* 

.Some  dunghill  fowls  yet  remained  of  thofe 
the  pafTengers  took  for  their  fea-ftore  :  I  believe 
about  fourteen  perifhed  in  the  ,  ftorms  at  fea~ 
by  the  waves  breaking  over  the  quarter-deck ; 
and  a  confderable  number  with  ficknefs,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times.- — I  obferved  the  cocks  crew  com¬ 
ing  down  the  Delaware ,  and  while  we  were  near 
the  land  ;  but  afterward,  I  think,  I  did  not  hear 
one  of  them  crow  ’till  we  came  near  the  land 

m  England ,  when  they  again  crowed  a  few 
times. 
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In  obferving  their  dull  appearance  at  fea,  and 
the  pining  ficknefs  of  feme  of  them,  I  often  re¬ 
membered  the  fountain  of  goodnefs,  who  gave  be-1 
ing  to  all  creatures,  and  whofe  love  extends  to 
that  of  caring  for  the  fparrows;  and  believe,  where 
the  love  of  God  is  verily  perfected,  and  the  true 
fpirit  of  government  watchfully  attended  to,  a  ten- 
dernefs  toward  all  creatilres  made  fubjedl  to  us  will 
be  experienced  ;  and  a  care  felt  in  us,  that  we  do 
not  leffen  that  fweetnefs  of  life,  in  the  animal 
creation,  which  the  great  Creator  intends  for 
them  under  our  government. 

The  fourth  day  of  the  month.  Wei:  weather, 
high  winds,  and  fo  dark  that  we  could  fee  but  a 
little  way.  I  perceived  our  feamen  were  appre- 
henfive  of  a  danger  of  miffing  the  channel;  which* 
I  underflood,  was  narrow.  In  a  while*  it  grew 
lighter  ;  and  they  faw  the  land,  and  they  knew 
where  they  were.  Thus  the  Father  of  mercies  was 
pleafed  to  try  us  with  the  fight  of  dangers;  and 
then  gracioufly,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  from 
them  :  Thus  fparing  our  lives,  that  in  humility 
and  reverence  we  may  walk  before  him,  and  put 
our  trufl  in  him. 


About  noon  a  Pilot  came  off  from  Dover ;  where 


my  beloved  friend  Samuel  Emlen  went  on  fhore, 
and  thence  to  London ,  about  feventy-two  miles  by 
land  ;  but  I  felt  eafy  in  flaying  in  the  fhip. 


/ 
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The  feventh  day  of  the  month,  and  firft  of  the 
week.  Clear  morning,  lay  at  anchor  for  the  tide, 
and  had  aparting  meeting  w  ith  the  fhip’s  company; 
in  which,  my  heart  was  enlarged  in  a  fervent  con¬ 
cern  for  them,  that  they  may  come  to  experience 
falvation  thro’  Chrift — Had  a  head  wind  up  the 
Thames ;  lay  fometimes  at  anchor ;  faw  many  fhips 
palling,  and  fome  at  anchor  near;  and  had  large 
opportunity  of  feeling  the  fpirit  in  which  the  poor 
bewildered  Tailors  too  generally  live — That  la¬ 
mentable  degeneracy,  which  fo  much  prevails  on 
the  people  employed  on  the  Teas,  fo  affeded  my 
heart,  that  I  may  not  eafily  convey  the  feeling  I 
have  had  to  another.- 

The  prefent  ftate  of  the  fea-faring  life  in  gene¬ 
ral,  appears  fo  oppofite  to  that  of  a  pious  educati¬ 
on  ;  fo  full  of  corruption,  and  extreme  alienation 
from  God;  fo  full  of  examples,  the  mofl  danger¬ 
ous  to  young  people,  that  in  looking  toward  a 
young  generation,  I  feel  a  care  for  them,  that 
they  may  have  an  education  different  from  the 
prefent  education  of  lads  at  fea;  and  that  all  of 
us,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  pure  gofpel  fpirit, 
may  lay  this  cafe  to  heart,  may  remember  the  la¬ 
mentable  corruptions  which  attend  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  merchandize  acrofs  the  feas,  and  fo  abide 
in  the  love  of  Chrift,  that  being  delivered  from 
the  love  of  money,  and  the  entangling  expences 
of  a  curious,  delicate,  luxurious  life,  we  may 
learn  contentment  with  a  little  ;  and  promote 
the  fea-faring  life  no  further,  than  that  fpirit, 

which 
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which  leads  into  all  truth,  attends  us  in  our  pro¬ 
ceedings. 


CHAR  XIL 


His  attending  the  yearly-meeting  in  London  ;  and  after 
it ,  proceeding  towards  Yorkfhire,  vifiting  fever al 
quarterly  and  other  meetings  in  the  counties  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  Warwick,  Oxford,  Nottingham,  York, 
and  Weftmoreland  ;  and  thence  again  into  YorL- 
fnire,  and  to  the  city  of  York  ;  with  fome  inf  trac¬ 
tive  thoughts  and  obfervations ,  and  letters  on  divers 
fubjefts — His  hearing  of  the  deceafe  of  William 
Hunt  ;  and  fome  account  of  him — His  ficknefs  at 
York  ;  and  end  of  his  pilgrimage  there. 


/~\N  the  eighth  day  of  the  fixth  month,  1772, 
we  landed  at  London  ;  and  I  went  ftraight- 
way  to  the  yearly-meeting  of  miniflers  and  elders, 
which  had  been  gathered  (I  fuppofe)  about  half  an 
hour. 
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In  this  meeting,  my  mind  was  humbly  contrite  : 
In  the  afternoon,  the  meeting  of  bufinefs  opened  ; 
which  by  adjournments,  held  near  a  week — In 
thefe  meetings,  I  often  felt  a  living  concern  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  friends  in  the  pure  life  of 
truth  :  And  my  heart  was  enlarged  in  the  meeting 
of  minifters,  meeting  of  bufinefs,  and  in  feveral 
meetings  for  publick  worfhip  ;  and  I  felt  my  mind 
united  in  true  love,  to  the  faithful  labourers  now 
gathered  at  this  yearly-meeting. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  I  left 
London  and  went  to  a  quarterly-meeting  at  Hert¬ 
ford, 

The  firft  day  of  the>  feventh  month.  I  have 
been  at  quarterly-meetings  at  Sherrington ,  North - 
ampton ,  Banbury ,  and  Shipton  ;  and  had  fundry 
meetings  between  :  My  mind  hath  been  bowed  un¬ 
der  a  fenfe  of  divine  goodnefs  manifefted  amongft 
us;  my  heart  hath  been  often  enlarged  in  true  love* 
both  amongft-  minifters  and  elders,  and  in  public 
meetings  ;  that  thro’  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  I  believe 
it  hath  been  a  frefh  vifitation  to  many,  in  particu¬ 
lar  to  the  youth. 

The  feventeenth  day  of  the  month.  Was  this 
day  at  Birmingham :  Have  been  at  meetings  at  Co¬ 
ventry ',  Warwick ,  in  Oxf or djhire ,  and  fundry  other 
places,  have  felt  the  humbling  hand  of  the  Lord 
upon  me;  and  thro*  his  tender  mercies  find  peace 
in  the  labours  I  have  gone  thro\ 
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The  twenty-fixth  day  of  the  month.  I  have 
continued  travelling  northward,  vifiting  meet- 
tings  :  Was  this  day  at  Nottingham  ;  which  in 
the  forenoon  efpepially,  was,  thro’  divine  love,  a 
heart-tendering  feafon  :  Next  day  had  a  meeting 
in  a  friend’s  houfe  with  friends  children  and 
fome  friends ;  this,  thro’  the  (lengthening  arm  of 
the  Lord,  was  a  time  to  be  thankfully  remember^ 
ed. 


The  fecond  day  of  the  eighth  month,  and  fir (l 
of  the  week,  was  this  day  at  Sheffield ,  a  large  in¬ 
land  town  :  Have  been  at  fundry  meetings  laft 
week  ;  and  feel  inward  thankfulnefs  for  that  di¬ 
vine  fupport,  which,  hath  been  gracioufly  extends 
ed  to  me. 

The  ninth  day  of  the  month,  and  firft  of  the 
week,  was  at  Rnfhworth :  Have  lately  palfed  thro5 
fome  painful  labour  ;  but  have  been  comforted, 
under  a  fenfe  of  that  divine  vifitation,  which  I  feel 
extended  toward  many  young  people. 

The  fixteenth  day  of  the  month,  and  firft  of 
the  week,  was  at  Settle:  It  hath  of  late  been  a 
time  of  inward  poverty  ;  under  which,  my  mind 
hath  been  preferved  in  a  watchful  tender  (late, 
feeling  for  the  mind  of  the  holy  Leader,  and  find 
peace  in  the  labours  I  have  paffed  thro’. 


On 
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On  enquiry,  in  many  places,  I  find  the  price  of 
rye  about  five  fhillings,  wheat  about  eight  fhil- 
lings,  per  bufhel ;  oatmeal  twelve  fhillings  for  a 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds ;  mutton  from  three¬ 
pence  to  five-pence  per  pound  ;  bacon,  fromfeven- 
pence  to  nine-pence  ;  cheefe,  from  fourpence  to 
fix-pence  •  butter  from  eight-pence  to  ten-pence; 
houfe-rent,  for  a  poor  man,  from  twenty-five  fhil¬ 
lings  to  for ty-fhillings  per  year,  to  be  paid  weekly  ; 
wood  for  fire  very  fcarce  and  dear  ;  coal  in  fome 
places,  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  hundred 
weight  ;  but  near  the  pits  not  quarter  fo  much, 
O,  may  the  wealthy  confider  the  poor ! 

The  wages  of  labouring  men  in  feveral  coun¬ 
ties  toward  London ,  is  ten-pence  per  day  in  com¬ 
mon  bufinefs,  the  employer  finds  fmall  beer,  and 
the  labourer  finds  his  own  food  ;  but  in  harveft 
and  hay  time,  wages  is  about  one  fhilling  per 
day,  and  the  labourer  hath  all  his  diet.  In  fome 
parts  of  the  north  of  England,  poor  labouring 
men  have  their  food  where  they  v/ork  ;  and  appear 
in  common,  to  do  rather  better  than  nearer  Lon¬ 
don  ;  Induftrious  women,  who  fpin  in  the  fac¬ 
tories,  get,  fome,  four-pence,  fome,  five-pence,  and 
fo  on  to  fix,  feven,  eight,  nine  or  ten-pence  per 
day,  and  find  their  own  houfe-room  and  diet. 
Great  numbers  of  poor  people  live  chiefly  on 
bread  and  water  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Eng-* 
land ,  and  fome  in  the  northern  parts  ;  and 
there  ar,e  many  poor  children  not  taught  even  to 

read. 
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read.  May  thofe  who  have  plenty,  lay  thefe  things 
to  heart ! 

Stage-coaches  frequently  go  upwards  of  an 
hundred  miles  in  twenty-four  hours;  and  I  have 
heard  friends  fay,  in  feveral  places,  that  it  is 
common  for  horfes  to  be  killed  with  hard  dri¬ 
ving,  and  many  others  driven  till  they  giQW 
blind. 

Poft-boys  purfue  their  bufinefs,  each  one  to 
his  ftage,  all  night  thro’  the  winter  :  Some  boys, 
who  ride  long  ftages,  fuffer  greatly  on  winter 
nights ;  and,  at  feveral  places,  I  have  heard  of 
their  being  froze  to  death.  So  great  is  the  hurry 
in  the  fpirit  of  this  world,  that  in  aiming  to  do 
bufinefs  quick,  and  to  gain  wealth,  the  creation,  at 
this  day,  doth  loudly  groan ! 

As  my  journey  hath  been  without  a  horfe,  I 
have  had  feveral  offers  of  being  affifted  on  my 
way  in  thefe  ftage-coaches  ;  but  have  not  been  in 
them :  Nor  have  I  had  freedom  to  fend  letters  by 
thefe  polls,  in  the  prefent  way  of  their  riding  ;  the 
ftages  being  fo  fixed,  and  one  boy  dependant  on 
another,  as  to  time,  that  they  commonly  go  upwards 
of  one  hundred  miles  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  and 
in  cold  long  winter  nights,  the  poor  boys  fuffijr 
much. 

I  heard  in  America  of  the  way  of  thefe  ports  ; 
and  cautioned  friends  in  the  general  meeting  of 

minirters 
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mmifters  and  elders  at  Philadelphia, ,  and  in  the 
year  y-meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  at  London , 

nV  eil  lett^s  to  me  on  any  common  occafi- 
op  y  po  And  tho  ,  on  this  account,  I  may  be 
1  e  y  to  hear  feldomer  from  my  family  left  be- 

-  md  ’  yet’  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  I  am,  thro’  di- 
vine  favour  made  content. 

I  have  felt  great  diftrefs  of  mind,  fmce  I  came 
on  this  lfland,  on  account  of  the  members  of  our 
fociety  being  mixed  with  the  world  in  various  forts 
of  bufinefs  and  traffick,  carried  on  in  impure  chan¬ 
nels.  Great  is  the  trade  to  /Ifrica  for  Haves !  and 
in  loading  thefe  fhips,  abundance  of  people  are 

employed  in  their  factories  ;  amongfl  whom  are 
many  of  our  fociety. 

The  twenty-third  day  of  the  month,  was  this 
day  at  Prefton-Patrick,  and  had  a  comfortable 
meeting,  i  have,  feveral  times  been  entertained 
at  the  houfes  of  friends,  who  had  fundry  things 
about  them  which  had  the  appearance  of  outward 
greatnefs  ;  and  as  I  have  kept  inward,  way  hath 
opened  for  convention  with  fuch  in  private,  in 
which  divine  goodnefs  hath  favoured  us  together, 
with  heart-tendering  times. 

The  twenty-fixth  day  of  the  month.  Be- 

n°W  at  ^eorg?  Crojsfields ,  in  the  county  of 
JVeftmor eland,  I  feel  a  concern  to  commit  to  wri¬ 
ting,  that  which  to  me  hath  been  a  cafe  uncom- 
mom 
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In  a  time  of  ficknefs  with  the  pleurify,  a  little 
upward  of  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  I  was 
brought  fo  near  the  gates  of  death,  that  I  forgot 
my  name  :  Being  then  defirous  to  know  who  I 
was,  I  faw  a  mafs  of  matter  of  a  dull  gloomy 
colour,  between  the  fouth  and  the  eaft  ;  and  was 
informed,  that  this  m^fs  was  human  beings  in  as 
great  mifery  as  they  could  be,  and  live *  and 
that  I  was  mixed  with  them,  and  that  henceforth 
I  might  not  confider  myfelf  as  a  diftindt  or  fepa- 
xate  being.  In  this  ftate  I  remained  feveral  hours. 

I  then  heard  a  foft  melodious  voice,  more  pure 
and  harmonious  than  any  I  had  heard  with  my 
ears  before  1  I  believed  it  was  the  voice  of  an  an- 
gel,  who  fpake  to  the  other  angels  :  The  words 
were — John  IVoolman  is  dead.”  I  foon  remem¬ 
bered  that  I  once  was  John  Woolman ;  and  be¬ 
ing  allured  that  I  was  alive  in  the  body,  I  great¬ 
ly  wondered  what  that  heavenly  voice  could 
mean. 

I  believed  beyond  doubting  it  was  the  voice 
of  an  holy  angel ;  but  as  yet,  it  was  a  myftery  to 
me. 

I  was  then  carried  in  fpirit  to  the  mines,  where 
poor  opprelfed  people  were  digging  rich  treafures 
for  thofe  called  chriflians ;  and  heard  them  blaf- 
pheme  the  name  of  Chrift,  at  which  I  was  griev¬ 
ed  ;  for  his  name  to  me  j  was  precious. 


Then 


254  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

Then  I  was  informed,  that  thefe  heathens  were 
told,  that  thofe  who  opprefled  them  were  the  fol- 

Tf^L5^ Chr’ft  ;  and  they  faid  amongft  themfelves, 
lr  Chrift  direfted  them  to  ufe  us  in  this  fort,  then 
Chrift  is  a  cruel  tyrant. 

.  •  / 

Ail  this  tune  the  long  of  the  angel  remained  a 
myflery  ;  and  in  the  morning,  my  dear  wife  and 
forne  others  coming  to  my  bedfide,  I  aiked  them 
if  they  knew  who  I  was  :  And  they  telling  me 
that  I  was  John  IV oolman ,  thought  I  was  light¬ 
headed  :  For  I  told  them  not  what  the  angel  faid, 
nor  was  I  difpofed  to  talk  much  to  any  one  •,  but 
was  very  defirous  to  get  fo  deep,  that  I  might  un- 
derfland  this  myflery. 

My  tongue  was  often  fo  dry,  that  I  could  not 
fpeak  'till  I  had  moved  it  about  and  gathered  fome 
moiflure,  and  as  I  lay  flill  for  a  time,  at  length  I 
felt  divine  power  prepare  my  mouth  that  I  could 
fpeak  ;  and  then  I  faid,  u  I  am  crucified  with 
“  Chrifl,  neverthelefs  I  live  ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift 
that  liveth  in  me  :  And  the  life  I  now  five  in  the 
<c  flefh,  is  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
“  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.” 

Then  the  myflery  was  opened,  and  I  perceived 
there  was  joy  in  heaven  over  a  finner  who  had  re¬ 
pented  ;  and  that  that  language  (John  IVoolman  is 
dead)  meant  no  more  than  the  death  of  my  own 
will. 


Soon 
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Soon  after  this,  I  coughed,  and  raifed  much 
bloody  matter  ;  which  I  had  not  done  during  this 
vifion ;  And  now  my  natural  underftanding  re¬ 
turned  as  before— Here  I  faw,  that  people’s  get¬ 
ting  filver  velfels  to  fet  off  their  tables  at  enter¬ 
tainments,  was  often  ftained  with  worldly  glory  , 
and  that  in  the  prelent  ftate  of  things,  I  ftiould 
take  heed  how  I  fed  myfelf  from  out  of  filvei 

veffels, 

*  * 

Soon  after  my  recovery,  I,  going  to  our  month¬ 
ly-meeting,  dined  at  a  friend’s  houfe  where  drink 
was  brought  in  filver  vefTels,  and  not  in  any  other ; 
and  I,  wanting  fome  drink,  told  him  my  cafe  with 
weeping  :  And  he  ordered  fome  drink  for  me  in 

another  veffel. 

The  like  I,  afterwards,  went  thro’  in  feverai 
friends’  houfes  in  America ,  and  have  alfo  in  England , 
fince  I  came  here  \  And  have  caufe,  with  humble 
reverence,  to  acknowledge  the  loving-kindnefs  of 
my  heavenly  Father,  who  hath  preferved  me  in 
fuch  a  tender  frame  of  mind,  that  none,  I  believe, 
have  ever  been  offended  at  what  I  have  faid  on 
that  occafion. 

After  this  ficknefs,  I  fpake  not  in  public  meet¬ 
ings  for  worfhip  for  near  one  year ;  but  my  mind 
was  very  often  in  company  with  the  oppreffed 
flaves,  as  I  fat  in  meetings  :  And  tho’,  under  this 
difpenfation,  I  was  fhut  up  from  fpeaking,  yet  the 
fpring  of  the  gofpel  miniftry  was,  many  times, 
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livingly  opened  in  me  s  and  the  divine  gift  opera¬ 
ted  by  abundance  of  weeping,  in  feeling  the  op- 
preilion  of  this  people.  It  being  fo  long  fince  I 
paffed  through  this  difpenfation,  and  the  matter 
Remaining  frefh  and  livingly  in  my  mind,  I  believe 
it  fafefl  for  me  to  commit  it  to  writing. 

The  thirtieth  day  of  the  month.  This  morn¬ 
ing  I  wrote  a  letter,  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 


Beloved 


of  JOHN  WOOL  MAN.  *37 
Beloved  friend, 

T  mind  is  often  afte&ed  as  I  pafs  along. 


under  a  fenfe  of  the  ftate  of  many  poor 


people,  who  fit  under  that  fort  of  miniftry  which 
requires  much  outward  labour  to  fupport  it ;  and 
the  loving-kindnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father,  in 
opening  a-  pure  gofpel  tiuniftry  in  this  nation,  hath 
often  raffed  thankfulnefs  in  my  heart  to  him.  I 
often  remember  the  conflicts  of  the  faithful  under 

and  now  look  at  the  free  exerciL  of 
the  pure  gift  uninterrupted  by  outward  laws,  as  a 
truft  committed  to  us  ;  which  requires  our  deepeft 
gratitude,  and  moft  careful  attention.  I  feel  a 
tender  concern,  that  the  work  of  reformation,  fo 
profperoufly  carried  on  in  this  land  within  a  few 
ages  pail,  may  go*  forward  and  fpread  amongft  tne 
nations  ;  and  may  not  go  backward,  thro  duft 
gathering  on  our  garments,  who  have  been’  called 
to  a  work  fo  great  and  fo  precious.’ 

“  Laft  evening  I  had  a  little  opportunity  at  thy 
houfe,  with  fome  of  thy  family,  in  thy  abfence ; 
in  which  I  rejoiced  :  And  feeling  a  fweetnefs  on 
my  mind  toward  thee,  I  now  endeavour  to  open  a 
little  of  the  feeling  I  had  there.” 

“  I  have  heard  that  you  in  thefe  parts,  have, 
at  certain  feafons,  meetings  of  conference,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  friends  living  up  to  our  principles,  in 
which  feveral  meetings  unite  in  one  •,  with  which 
I  feel  unity :  I  having,  in  fome  meafure,  felt  truth 


lead 


238  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

lead  that  way  among!!  friends  in  America  }  and 

have  found,  my  dear  friend,  that  in  thefe  labours 

all  fuperfluities  in  our  own  living,  are  againft  us, 

I  feel  that  pure  love  toward  thee*  in  which  there  is 
freedom. 

“  I  look  at  that  precious  gift  bellowed  on  thee, 
with  awfulnefs  before  Him  who  gave  it  :  And  feel 
a  care,  that  we  may  be  fo  feparated  to  the  gof- 
pel  of  Chrift,  that  thofe  things  which  proceed  from 

the  fpirit  of  this  world,  may  have  no  place  a- 
monglf  us.” 

“  Thy  friend, 

“  John  IV oolman." 

I  relied  a  few  days,  in  body  and  mind,  with 
our  friend  °'jane  Crofsfidd  *  who  was  once  in  America: 
Was,  on  the  fixth  day  of  the  week,  at  Kendal  in 
IVi ’ftmor eland ;  and  at  Greyrig  meeting  the  thirtieth 
day  of  the  month,  and  firlt  of  the  week. 

I  have  known  poverty  of  late  ;  and  been  graci-* 
oufly  fupported  to  keep  in  the  patience  :  And  am 
thankful,  under  a  fenfe  of  the  goodnefs  of  the 
.Lord  toward  thofe  that  are  of  a  contrite  fpirit. 

The  fixth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  and  firft  of 
the  week,  was  this  day  at  Counter-fide  ^  a  large 
meeting-houfe,  and  very  full:  And,  thro’  the  open¬ 
ing  of  pure  love,  it  was  a  ftrengthening  time  to 
me,  and  (I  believe)  to  many  more. 


The 


The  thirteenth  day  of  the  month.  Was  this 
day  at  Leyburn,  a  fmall  meeting;  but  the  town’s 
people  coming  in,  the  houfe  was  crowded  :  It  was 
a  time  of  heavy  labour  ;  and  (I  believe)  was  a 
profitable  meeting. 

At  this  place  I  heard  that  my  kinfman  THilliam 
Hunt  from  North-Carohna ,  who  was  on  a  religious 
vifit  to  friends  in  England ,  departed  this  life  on 
the  ninth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  inftant,  of  the 
fmall-pox,  at  Newcaftle— He  appeared  in  the 
miniftry  when  a  youth  ;  and  his  labours  therein 
were  of  good  favour.  He  travelled  much  in  that 
work  in  America.  I  once  heard  him  fay  in  public 
teftimony,  that  his  concern  was  (in  that  vifit)  to  be 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  Chrift  fo  fully,  that  he 
might  not  fpend  one  minute  in  pleafing  himfelf : 
Which  words,  joined  with  his  example,  was  a  means 
of  ftirring  up  the  pure  mind  in  me. 

Having  of  late,  travelled  often  in  wet  weather, 
thro’  narrow  ftreets  in  towns  and  villages,  where 
dirtinefs  under  foot,  and  the  feent  arifing  from 
that  filth,  which  more  or  lefs  infe&s  the  air  of  all 
thick  fettled  towns,  were  difagreeable  ;  and  I  being 
but  weakly,  have  felt  diftrefs  both  in  body  and 
mind  with  that  which  is  impure. 

In  thefe  journeys  I  have  been  where  much  cloth 
hath  been  dyed  ;  and  fundry  times  walked  over 
ground  where  much  of  their  dye-ftufFs  have  drained 

away. 


Here 
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Here  I  have  felt  a  longing  in  my  mind,  that 

people  might  come  into  cleannefs  of  fpirit,  clean- 

nefs  of  perfon,  cleannefs  about  their  houfes  and 
garments. 


Some,  who  are  great,  carry  delicacy  to  a  great 
height  themfelves,  and  yet  the  real  cieanlinefs  is 
not  generally  promoted.  Dyes  being  invented 
partly  to  pleafe  the  eye,  and  partly  to  hide  dirt,  I 
have  felt  in  this  weak  Rate,  travelling  in  dirtinefs 
and  affedted  with  unwholfome  fcents,  a  Itrong  de¬ 
fire  that  the  nature  of  dying  cloth  to  hide  dirt 
may  be  more  fully  confidered. 

To  hide  dirt  in  our  garments,  appears  oppofite 
to  real  cieanlinefs. 

To  wafh  garments  and  keep1  them  fweet,  this 
appears  cleanly. 

Thro’  giving  way  to  dirt  in  our  garments,  a 
Fpirit  which  would  cover  that  which  is  difagreeable,- 
is  ftrengthened. 

Real  cleannefs  becometh  a  holy  people:  But 
hiding  that  which  is  not  clean  by  colouring  our 

garments,  appears  contrary  to  the  fweetnefs  of 
fincerity. 

Thro  feme  forts  of  dyes,  cloth  is  lefs  i^feful  : 
And  if  the  value  of  dye-ftufFs,  the  expense  of 
dying,  and  the  damage  done  to  cloth,  were  all 
added  together,  and  that  expence  applied  to  keep 

all 


of  JOHN  WOOL  MAN*  241 

all  fweet  and  clean,  how  much  more  cleanly 
would  people  be. 

On  this  vifit  to  England  I  have  felt  fome  inftruc- 
tions  fealed  on  my  mind,  which  I  am  concerned 
to  leave  in  writing,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  who  are 
called  to  the  ftation  of  a  minifter  of  Chrift. 

Chrift  being  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  we  being 
no  more  than  minifters,  I  find  it  neceflary  for  us, 
not  only  to  feel  a  concern  in  our  firft  going  forth, 
but  to  experience  the  renewing  thereof,  in  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  meetings. 

I  felt  a  concern  in  America ,  to  prepare  for  this 
voyage  ;  and  being  through  the  mercy  of  God, 
brought  fafe  here,  my  heart  was  like  a  veflel  that 
wanted  vent ;  and  for  feveral  weeks  at  firft  'when 
my  mouth  was  opened  in  meetings,  it  often  felt 
like  the  raifing  of  a  gate  in  a  water-courfe,  where 
a  weight  of  water  lay  upon  it,  and  in  thefe  la¬ 
bours  there  appeared  a  frefti  vifitation  to  many, 
efpecially  the  youth  ;  but  fometimes  after  this,  I  felt 
empty  and  poor,  and  yet  felt  a  neceflity  to  appoint 
meetings* 

In  this  ftate  I  was  exercifed  to  abide  in  the  pure 
life  of  truth,  and  in  all  my  labours  to  watch  dili¬ 
gently  ^  againft  the  motions  of  felf  in  my  own  mind. 

I  have  frequently  felt  a  neceflity  to  ftand  up, 
when  the  fpring  of  the  miniftry  was  low,  and  to 
fpeak  from  the  neceflity,  in  that  which  fubje&eth 

R  the 


242  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

the  will  of  the  creature ;  and  herein  I  was  united 
with  the  fufFering  feed,  and  found  inward  fweet- 
nefs  in  thefe  mortifying  labours. 

As  I  have  been  preferved  in  a  watchful  attention 
to  the  divine  leader,  under  thefe  difpenfations,  en¬ 
largement  at  times  hath  followed,  and  the  power 
of  truth  hath  rofe  higher  in  fome  meetings,  than  I 
ever  knew  it  before  through  me. 

Thus  I  have  been  more  and  more  inftrucfted,  as 
to  the  neceffity  of  depending,  not  upon  a  concern 
which  I  felt  in  America ,  to  come  on  a  vifit  to  Eng¬ 
land  ;  but  upon  the  freflh  inftru&ions  of  Chrift  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  from  day  to  day. 

Now  of  late,  I  felt  a  flop  in  the  appointment  of 
meetings,  not  wholly  but  in  part ;  and  I  do  not 
feel  liberty  to  appoint  them  fo  quick  one  after 

another  as  I  have  heretofore. 

✓ 

The  work  of  the  miniftry,  being  a  work  of  di¬ 
vine  love,  I  feel  that  the  openings  thereof  are  to  be 
waited  for,  in  all  our  appointments. 

'  V 

s' 

Oh  how  deep  is  divine  wifdom  !  Chrift  puts  forth 
his  minifters,  and  goeth  before  them  ;  and  oh  how 
great  is  the  danger  of  departing  from  the  pure 
feeling  of  that  which  leadeth  fafely  ! 

Chrift  knoweth  the  ftate  of  the  people,  and  in 
the  pure  feeling  of  the  gofpel  miniftry,  their  ftates 
are  opened  to  his  fervants. 


Chrift 
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Chrift  knoweth  when  the  fruit-bearing  branches 
themfelves  have  need  of  purging. 

Oh  that  thefe  leffons  may  be  remembered  by 
me!  and  that  all  who  appoint  meetings,  may  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  pure  feeling  of  duty. 

-  •  ,•  <  y  * 

I  have  fometimes  felt  a  neceffity  to  ftand  up, 
but  that  fpirit  which  is  of  the  world  hath  fo  much 
prevailed  in  many,  and  the  pure  life  of  truth  been 
io  preffed  down,  that  I  have  gone  forward,  not  as 
one  travelling  in  a  road  call  up,  and  well  prepar¬ 
ed,  but  as  a  man  walking  through  a  miry  place,  in 
which  are  ftones  here  and  there,  fafe  to  ftep  on  ; 
but  fo  fituated  that  one  ftep  being  taken,  time  is 
neceffary  to  fee  where  to  ftep  next. 

Now  I  find  that  in  the  pure  obedience,  the 
mind  learns  contentment,  in  appearing  weak  and 
foolifh  to  that  wifdom  which  is  of  the  world  ;  and 
in  thefe  lowly  labours,  they  who  ftand  in  a  low 
place,  rightly  exercifed  under  the  crofs,  will  find 
nourifhment. 

The  gift  is  pure,  and  while  the  eye  is  fingle  in 
attending  thereto,  the  underftanding  is  preferved 
clear ;  felf  is  kept  out ,  we  rejoice  in  filling  up 
that  which  remains  of  the  afflictions  of  Chrift,  for 
his  body's  fake,  which  is  the  church. 

The  natural  man  loveth  eloquence,  and  many 
love  to  hear  eloquent  orations;  and  if  there  is 
not  a  careful  attention  to  the  gift,  men  who  have 
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once  labour’d  in  the  pure  gofpel  miniftry,  grow¬ 
ing  weary  of  fuffering,  and  afhamed  of  appearing 
weak,  may  kindle  a  fire,  cornpafs  themfelves  a- 
bout  with  fparks,  and  walk  in  the  light  ;  not  of 
Chrift  who  is  under  fuffering;  but  of  that  fire, 
which  they,  going  from  the  gift  have  kindled  : 
And  that  in  hearers,  which  is  gone  from  the  meek 
fuffering  ftate,  into  the  wordly  wifdom,  may  be 
v/armed  with  this  fire,  and  fpeak  highly  of  thefe 
labours.  That  which  is  of  God  gathers  to  God ;  and 
that  which  is  of  the  world  is  owned  by  the  world. 

In  this  journey  a  labour  hath  attended  my  mind, 
that  the  minifters  amongft  us  may  be  preferved,  in 
the  meek  feeling  life  of  truth,  where  we  may  have 
no  defire,  but  to  follow  Chrift  and  be  with  him  ; 
that  when  he  is  under  fuffering  we  may  fuffer  with 
him;  and  never  defire  to  rife  up  in  dominion,  but 
as  he  by  the  virtue  of  his  own  fpirit  may  raife  us. 


A  Few  days  after  writing  thefe  confiderations, 
our  dear  friend  in  the  courfe  of  his  religious 
vifits,  came  to  the  city  of  York,  and  attended  moft 
of  the  fittings  of  the  quarterly-meeting  there  ;  but 
before  it  was  over,  was  taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox. 
Our  friend  Yhomas  Prieftman  and  others  who  at¬ 
tended  him,  preferved  the  following  minutes  of 
his  expreflions  in  the  time  of  his  ficknefs,  and  of  his 
deceafe. 

Firft-day,  the  27th  of  the  ninth  month  1772. 
His  diforder  appeared  to  be  the  fmall-pox  :  Being 

alked 


1 


of  JOHN  WOOLMAN.  245 

afked  to  have  a  do&or’s  advice,  he  fignified  he  had 
not  freedom  or  liberty  in  his  mind  fo  to  do,  Hand¬ 
ing  wholly  refigned  to  his  will,  who  gave  him  life, 
and  whofe  power  he  had  witnelfed  to  raife  and  heal 
him  in  ficknefs  before,  when  he  feemed  nigh  un¬ 
to  death  ;  and  if  he  was  to  wind  up  now,  he  was 
perfedly  refigned,  having  no  will  either  to  live  or 
die,  and  did  not  choofe  any  fhould  be  fent  for  to 
him :  but  a  young  man  an  apothecary,  coming  of 
his  own  accord  the  next  day,  and  defiring  to  do 
fomething  for  him,  he  faid  he  found  a  freedom  to 
confer  with  him  and  the  other  friends  about  him, 
and  if  any  thing  fhould  be  propofed,  as  to  medicine 
that  did  not  come  thro’  defiled  channels  or  op- 
preflive  hands,  he  (hould  be  willing  to  confider 
and  take  it,  fo  far  as  he  found  freedom. 

Second-day.  He  faid  he  felt  the  diforder  to  af- 
fe£l  his  head,  fo  that  he  could  think  but  little, 
and  but  as  a  child  ;  and  defired  if  his  underftand- 
ing  fhould  be  more  affecled,  to  have  nothing  given 
him  that  thofe  about  him  knew  he  had  a  teflimony 
againft. 

1 

\  ,  .  . 

Third-day.  He  uttered  the  following  prayer — ?. 

O  Lord  my  God,  the  amazing  horrors  of  darknefs 
were  gathered  around  me  and  covered  me  all  over, 
and  I  faw  no  way  to  go  forth ;  I  felt  the  depth  and 
extent  of  the  mifery  of  my  fellow-creatures  fepa- 
rated  from  the  divine  harmony,  and  it  was  heavi¬ 
er  than  I  could  bear,  and  I  v/as  crufhed  down  un¬ 
der  it,  I  lifted  up  my  hand,  I  ftretched  out  my  arm, 
but  there  was  none  to  help  me ;  1  looked  round 

about, 
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about  and  was  amazed  ;  in  the  depth  of  mifery, 
O  Lord  !  I  remembered  that  thou  art  omnipotent, 
that  I  called  thee  Father,  and  I  felt  that  I  loved 
thee,  and  I  was  made  quiet  in  thy  will,  and  I 
waited  for  deliverance  from  thee  ;  thou  hadft  pity 
upon  me  when  no  man  could  help  me  ;  I  faw  that 
meeknefs  under  fuffering  was  fhewed  to  us  in  the 
moft  affecting  example  of  thy  Son,  and  thou  taught 
me  to  follow  him,  and  I  faid  cc  thy  will  O  Father 
“  be  done.” 

*  Fourth  day  morning,  being  afked  how  he  felt 
himfelf,  he  meekly  anfwered,  I  don’t  know  that  I 
have  dept  this  night,  I  feel  the  diforder  making  its 
progrefs,  but  my  mind  is  mercifully  preferved  in 
ftillnefs  and  peace  :  Some  time  after  he  faid  he  was 
fenfible  the  pains  of  death  muft  be  hard  to  bear, 
but  if  he  efcaped  them  now,  he  muft  fometime 
pafs  thro’  them,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  could 
be  better  prepared,  but  had  no  will  in  it.  He  faid 
he  had  fettled  his  outward  affairs  to  his  mind,  had 
taken  leave  of  his  wife  and  family  as  never  to  re¬ 
turn,  leaving  them  to  the  divine  protection;  add¬ 
ing,  tho’  I  feel  them  near  to  me  at  this  time,  yet 
I  freely  give  them  up,  having  a  hope  they  will  be 
provided  for.  And  a  little  after  faid,  This  trial  is 
made  eafier  than  I  could  have  thought,  my  will 
being  wholly  taken  away ;  for  if  I  was  anxious  for 
the  event  it  would  have  been  harder,  but  I  am 
not,  and  my  mind  enjoys  a  perfeCl  calm. 

In  the  night  a  young  woman  having  given  him 
fomething  to  drink,  he  faid,  My  child  thou  feems 

very 
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very  kind  to  me  a  poor  helplefs  creature,  the  Lord 
will  reward  thee  for  it.  A  while  after  he  cried  out 
with  great  earneftnefs  of  fpirit,  Oh  my  Father !  my 
Father !  and  foon  after  he  faid,  Oh  my  Father ! 
my  Father !  how  comfortable  art  thou  to  my  foul 
in  this  trying  feafon.  Being  alked  if  he  could 
take  a  little  nourifhment ;  after  fome  paufe  he  re¬ 
plied,  my  child  I  cannot  tell  what  to  fay  to  it ;  I 
feem  nearly  arrived  where  my  foul  fliall  have  reft 
from  all  its  troubles.  After  giving  in  fomething  to 
be  inferred  in  Jiis  journal,  he  faid,  I  believe  the 
Lord  will  now  excufe  me  from  exercifes  of  this  kind  ; 
and  I  fee  no  work  but  one  which  is  to  be  the  laft 
wrought  by  me  in  this  world,  the  meffenger  will 
come  that  will  releafe  me  from  all  thefe  troubles  ; 
but  it  muft  be  in  the  Lord’s  time,  which  I  am  wait¬ 
ing  for.  He  faid  he  had  laboured  to  do  whatever 
was  required,  according  to  the  ability  received,  in 
the  remembrance  of  which  he  had  peace ;  and 
tho’  the  diforder  was  ftrong  at  times,  and  would 
like  a  whirlwind  come  over  his  mind  ;  yet  it  had 
hitherto  been  kept  fteady  and  center’d  in  everlaft- 
ing  love  ;  adding,  and  if  that  be  mercifully  conti¬ 
nued  I  afk  nor  defire  no  more.  Another  time 
he  faid,  he  had  long  had  a  view  of  vifiting  this 
nation,  and  fometime  before  he  came  had  a  dream, 
in  which  he  faw  himfelf  in  the  northern  parts  of 
it,  and  that  the  fpring  of  the  gofpel  was  opened 
in  him  much  as  in  the  beginning  of  friends,  fuch 
as  George  Fox  and  William  Dewjhitry,  and  he  faw  the 
different  ftates  of  the  people,  as  clear  as  he  had, 
ever  feen  flowers  in  a  garden  ;  but  in  his  going 
along  he  was  fuddenly  ftopt,  tho*  he  could  not  fee 

for 
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for  what  end  ;  but  looking  towards  home,  fell  into 
a  flood  of  tears  which  waked  him. 

At  another  time  he  faid,  my  draught  feemed 
ftrongefl;  towards  the  North,  and  I  mentioned  in 
my  own  monthly-meeting,  that  attending  the  quar¬ 
terly-meeting  at  York,  and  being  there  looked  like 
home  to  me. 

Fifth-day  night,  having  repeatedly  confented  to 
take  medicine  with  a  view  to  fettle  his  ftomach 
but  without  effed ;  the  friend  then  waiting  on 
him,  faid  thro’  diftrefs,  what  lhall  I  do  now?  He 
anfwered  with  great  compofure,  Rejoice  evermore, 
and  in  every  thing  give  thanks  ;  but  added  a  little 
after,  this  is  fometimes  hard  to  come  at, 

v 

Sixth-day  morning  he  broke  forth  early  in  fup~ 
plication  on  this  wife,  O  Lord  it  was  thy  power 
that  enabled  me  to  forfake  fin  in  my  youth,  and  I 
have  felt  thy  bruifes  for  difobedience  ;  but  as  I 
bowed  under  them  thou  healed  me,  continuing  a 
fatner  and  a  friend  ;  I  feel  thy  power  now,  and  I 
beg  that  in  the  approaching  trying  moment  Thou 
wilt  keep  my  heart  fteadfaft  unto  thee.  Upon  his 
giving  directions  to  a  friend  concerning  fome  little 
things,  flie  faid  I  will  take  care,  but  hope  thou  wilt 
live  to  order  them  thyfelf  ;  he  reply’d,  my  hope 

^  ^  Chnft,  and  tho  I  may  feem  a  little  better,  a 
change  in  the  diforder  may  foon  happen,  and  my 
urtie  firength  be  diiTolved,  and  if  it  fo  happens,  I 
ihall  be  gathered  to  my  everlafting  reft.  On  her 
laying  fhe  did  not  doubt  that,  but  could  not  help 

mourning 
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mourning  to  fee  fo  many  faithful  fervants  remov¬ 
ed  at  fo  low  a  time ;  he  laid  all  good  cometh  from 
the  Lord,  whofe  power  is  the  fame,  and  can  work 
as  he  fees  beft.  The  fame  day  he  had  given  direc¬ 
tions  about  wrapping  his  corpfe ;  perceiving  a 
friend  to  weep,  he  faid  I  would  rather  thou  wouldft 
guard  againft  weeping  for  me,  my  fifter,  I  forrow 
not  tho’  I  have  had  fome  painful  conflifts,  but  now 
they  feem  over  and  matters  well  fettled,  and  I  look 
at  the  face  of  my  dear  redeemer,  for  fweet  is  his 
voice  and  his  countenance  is  comely. 

Firft-day,  fourth  of  the  tenth  month,  being  very 
weak  and  in  general  difficult  to  be  underftood,  he 
uttered  a  few  words  in  commemoration  of  the 
Lord’s  goodnefs  *,  and  added,  how  tenderly  have  I 
been  waited  on  in  this  time  of  affliction,  in  which 
I  may  fay  in  Job's  words,  Tedious  days  and  weari- . 
fome  nights  are  appointed  unto  me,  and  how  ma¬ 
ny  are  fpending  their  time  and  money  in  vanity 
and  fuperfluities,  while  thoufands  and  tens  of  thou- 
fands  want  the  neceffaries  of  life,  who  might  be 
relieved  by  them,  and  their  diftreffes  at  fuch  a  time 
as  this,  in  fome  degree  foftened  by  the  adminiftring 
fuitable  things. 

Second-day  morning,  the  apothecary  who 
appeared  very  anxious  to  affift  him,  being  pre- 
fent,  he  queried  about  the  probability  of  fuch  a 
load  of  matter  being  thrown  of  his  weak  body, 
and  the  apothecary  making  fome  remarks  im¬ 
plying  he  thought  it  might ;  he  fpoke  with  an  au¬ 
dible  voice  on  this  wife,  My  dependence  is  011 

the 
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the  Lord  jefus,  who  I  truft  will  forgive  my  fins, 
which  is  all  I  hope  for,  and  if  it  be  his  will  to 
raife  up  this  body  again,  I  am  content ;  and  if  to 
die  I  am  refigned  ;  and  if  thou  canft  not  be  eafy 
without  trying  to  affift  nature  I  fubmit  :  After 
which  his  throat  was  fo  much  affefted,  that  it  was 
very  difficult  for  him  to  fpeak  fo  as  to  be  under- 
ftood,  and  he  frequently  wrote  when  he  wanted 
any  thing.  About  the  fecond  hour  on  the  fourth- 
day  morning,  he  afked  for  pen  and  ink,  apd,  atfe-. 
veral  times  with  much  difficulty  wrote  thus,  I  be¬ 
lieve  my  being  here  is  in  the  wifdom  of.  Chrift,  J 
know  not  as  to  life  or  death. 

About  a  quarter  before  fix  the  fame  morning  he 
feemed  to  fall  into  an  eafy  fleep,  which  continued 
about  half  an  hour,  when  feeming  to  awake,  he 
breathed  a  few  times  with  more  difficulty,  and  ex¬ 
pired  without  figh,  groan,  or  ftruggle. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


€>  USTOMS  generally  approved ,  and  opi- 
_  J  nions  received  by  youth  from  their  fupe- 
rt'ors,  become  like  the  natural  produce  of  a  foil , 
ejpecially  -when  they  are  fuited  to  favourite  incli¬ 
nations  :  But  as  the  judgments  of  God  are  with¬ 
out  partiality ,  by  which  the  fate  of  the  foul  muf 
be  tried ,  it  would  be  the  highef  wifdom  to  forego 
cufoms  and  popular  opinions ,  and  try  the  trea- 
Jures  of  the  Joul  by  the  infallible  fandard  truth. 

Natural  aft  c  til  on  needs  a  careful  examinati-> 
on:  Operating  upon  us  in  a  foft  manner ,  it 
kindles  defres  of  love  and  tendernejs ,  and  there 
is  danger  of  taking  it  for  jomething  higher.  To 
me  it  appears  an  infindl  like  that  which  inferior 
creatures  have  ;  each  of  them ,  we  fee ,  by  the 
ties  of  nature ,  love  felf  bef  •,  that  which  is  a 
part  of  it  If,  they  love  by  the  fame  tie  or  infinCl. 
In  them ,  it  in  fome  meafure,  does  the  offices 
of  reafon  by  which ,  among  other  things ,  they 
watchfully  keep  and  orderly  feed  their  help- 
lefs  offspring.  Thus  natural  affe&ion  appears 
to  be  a  branch  of  felf- love,  good  in  the  animal 
race ,  in  us  likewife  with  proper  limitations ; 
but  otherwife  is  productive  of  evil  by  exciting 
defres  to  promote  fome  by  means  prejudicial  to 
others. 
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Our  bleffed  Saviour  feems  to  give  a  check 
to  this  irregular  fondnefs  in  nature,  and ,  at 
the  fame  time,  a  precedent  for  us “  Who  is 
“  my  mother,  and  who  are  my  brethren, 
thereby  intimating ,  that  the  earthly  ties  of  rela¬ 
tion/hit >,  are ,  comparatively ,  inconfider able  to 
fuch,  who,  thro ’  a  feady  courfe  of  obedience , 
have  come  to  the  happy  experience  of  the Jpir  it  of 
God  bearing  witnejs  with  their  Jpir  its  that  they 
are  his  children: — And  he  ftretched  forth 
“  his  hand  towards  his  difciples,  and  faid, 
“  Behold  my  mother,  and  my  brethren :  For 
“  whofoever  fhall  do  the  will  of  nay  Fa- 
“  ther  which  is  in  heaven  (arrives  at  the 
more  noble  part  of  true  relationjhip)  “  the 
“  fame  is  my  brother,  and  lifter,  and  mother. 

“  Matt.  xii.  49. 

■ 

This  dodlrine  agrees  well  with  a  fate  truly 
c  ample  at,  where  love  neceffarily  operates  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  agreeablenefs  of  things  on  principles 
unalterable  and  in  themfelves  perfect. 


If  endeavouring  to  have  my  children  eminent 
amongst  men  after  my  death ,  by  that  which  no 
reafons  grounded  on  thefe  principles  can  be 
brought  to  Jupport ;  then  to  be  temperate  in  my 
purfuit  after  gain,  and  to  keep  always  within 
the  bounds  of  thefe  principles,  is  an  indifpenja- 
ble  duty,  and  to  depart  from  it,  a  dark  unfruit¬ 
ful  toil.  * 


In 
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.  In  mr  prefent  condition ,  to  love  our  children 
is  needful but  except  this  love  proceeds  front 
the  true  heavenly  principle  which  fees  beyond 
earthly  treajure,  it  will  rather  be  injurious 
than  of  any  real  advantage  to  them  :  where  the 

fountain  is  corrupt ,  the  ft  reams  mu  ft  neceffarih 
be  impure. 

.  J 

That  important  injunction  of  our  Saviour , 
Matt.  vi.  33.  with  the  Promife  annexed ,  con- 
tains  afhort  but  comprehenfve  view  of  our  du- 
ty  anil  happinejs  : — If  then  the  bufnefs  of  man¬ 
kind  in  this  life ,  is,  to firf Jeek  another ;  if  this 
cannot  be  done,  but  by  attending  to  the  means  ; 
tf  a  Jummary  of  the  means  is.  Not  to  do  that 
to  ar  lother  which,  in  like  circumftances,  we 
would  not  have  done  unto  us,  then  thej'e  are 
point  s  of  moment,  and  worthy  of  our  moft  ferious 
confi  deration . 

ll‘  'hat  I  write  on  this  jubjeCl  is  with  reluct¬ 
ance,  and  the  hints  given  are  in  as  general 
terms  as  my  concern  would  allow  :  I  know  it  is 
a  pen  ‘ nt ,  about  which,  in  all  its  branches,  men 
that  appear  to  aim  well  are  not  generally  agreed ; 
and "  for  that  reajon,  I  choje  to  avoid  being  very 
parti  cular — If  I  may  happily  have  let  drop  any 
thing  •  that  may  excite  fuch  as  are  concerned  in 
the  j.  >raClice  to  a  clofe  thinking  on  the  fubjeCl 
treat  ed  of,  the  candid  among  ft  them  may  eaftly 
doth  e fubjeCl juch  further  juft  ice,  as,  on  an  im¬ 
part  i  al  enquiry,  it  may  appear  to  dejerve  ;  and 
ft  eh  an  enquiry  I  would  earneftly  recommend, . 
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Matt.  xxv.  40. 

Inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  leaft  of  thefe 
my  brethren ,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 


AS,  many  times  there  are  different  motives  to 
the  fame  actions ;  and  one  does  that  from  a 
generous  heart,  which  another  does  from  felfifh 
ends — The  like  may  be  faid  in  this  cafe. 


There  are  various  circumftances  among  them 
that  keep  negroes,  and  different  ways  by  which 
they  fall  under  their  care ;  and  I  doubt  not,  there 
are  many  well-difpofed  perfons  amongft  them  who 
defire  rather  to  manage  wifely  and  juftly  in  this 
difficult  matter,  than  to  make  gain  of  it. 

But  the  general  difadvantage  which  thefe  poor 
Af  ‘leans  lie  under  in  an  enlight’ned  chriftian  coun¬ 
try,  having  often  filled  me  with  real  fadnefs,  and 
been  like  undigefted  matter  on  my  mind,  I  now 
think  it  my  duty,  thro’  divine  aid,  to  offer  fome 
thoughts  thereon  to  the  confideration  of  others. 


When 
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When  we  remember  that  all  nations  are  of  on© 
blood*  Gen .  iii*  20.  that  in  this  world  we  are  but 
fojourners,  that  we  are  fubjeft  to  the  like  afflidlionS 
and  infirmities  of  body,  the  like  diforders  and 
frailties  of  mind,  the  like  temptations,  the  fame 
death,  and  the  fame  judgment,  and,  that  the  all- 
wife  Being  is  Judge  and  Lord  over  us  all,  it  feems 
to  raife  an  idea  of  a  general  brotherhood,  and  a  dif- 
pofition  eafy  to  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  each 
others  afflictions :  But  when  we  forget  thefe  things, 
and  look  chiefly  at  our  outward  circumftances,  in 
this  and  fome  ages  part,  conftantly  retaining  in 
our  minds  the  diftinction  betwixt  us  and  them, 
with  refpect  to  our  knowledge  and  improvement 
in  things  divine,  natural  and  artificial,  our  breafts 
being  apt  to  be  filled  with  fond  notions  of  fupe- 
riority,  there  is  danger  of  erring  in  our  conduct 
toward  them. 

1 

We  allow  them  to  be  of  the  fame  fpecies  with 
ourfelves ;  the  odds  is,  we  are  in  a  higher  ftation, 
and  enjoy  greater  favours'  than  they.  And  when  it 
is  thus,  that  our  heavenly  Father  endoweth  fome 
of  his  children  with  diftinguifhed  gifts,  they  are 
intended  for  good  ends;  but  if  thofe  thus  gifted  are 
thereby  lifted  up  above  their  brethren,  not  confi- 
dering  themfelves  as  debtors  to  the  weak,  nor  be¬ 
having  themfelves  as  faithful  ftewards,  none  who 
judge  impartially  can  fuppofe  them  free  from  in¬ 
gratitude. 

When  a  people  dwell  under  the  liberal  diftri- 
bution  of  favours  from  heaven,  it  behoves  them 
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carefully  to  infpedt  their  ways,  and  confider  the 
purpofes  for  which  thofe  favours  were  bellowed, 
left,  thro’  forgetfulnefs  of  God,  and  mifufing  his 
gifts,  they  incur  his  heavy  difpleafure,  whofe  judg¬ 
ments  are  juft  and  equal,  who  exalteth  and  hum-  . 
bleth  to  the  dull  as  he  feeth  meet. 

It  appears  by  Holy  Record,  that  men  under 
high  favours  have  been  apt  to  err  in  their  opini¬ 
ons  concerning  others.  Thus  Ifrael ,  according 
to  the  defcription  of  the  prophet,  If  a.  lxv.  5.  when 
exceedingly  corrupted  and  degenerated,  yet  re¬ 
membered  they  were  the  chofen  people  of  God  ; 
and  could  fay,  “  Stand  by  thyfelf,  come  not  near 
“  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou.”  That  this 
was  no  chance  language,  but  their  common  opi¬ 
nion  of  other  people,  more  fully  appears,  by  confi- 
dering  the  circumftances  which  attended,  when  God 
was  beginning  to  fulfil  his  precious  promifes  con¬ 
cerning  the  gathering  of  the  Gentiles. 

The  Moft  High,  in  a  vifion,  undeceived  Peter , 
firft,  prepared  his  heart  to  believe  ;  and,  at  the 
houfe  of  Cornelius ,  fhewed  him  of  a  certainty  that 
God  was  no  refpetter  of  perfons. 

The  effufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  a  people, 
with  whom  they,  the  Jewifh  chriftians,  would 
not  fo  much  as  eat ;  was  ftrange  to  them  :  All  they 
of  the  circumcifion  were  aftonifhed  to  fee  it ;  and 
the  apoftles  and  brethren  of  Judea  contended  with 
Peter  about  it,  ’till  he,  having  rehearfed  the  whole 
matter,  and  fully  ftiewn  that  the  Father’s  love 

S  was 
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>vas  unlimited,  they  were  thereat  (truck  with  admi¬ 
ration,  and  cried  out,  “  Then  hath  God  alfo  to 
iC  ^ie  Gentiles  granted  repentance  unto  life  !” 

The  opinion  of  peculiar  favours  being  confined 
to  them,  was  deeply  rooted,  or  elfe  the  above  in- 
ftance  had  been  lefs  ftrange  to  them,  for  thefe 
reafons  ;  Firft*  They  were  generally  acquainted 
with  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  by  whom  this 
time  was  repeatedly  fpoken  of,  and  pointed  at. 
Secondly,  Our  blefied  Lord  fhortly  before,  expref¬ 
ly  faid,  tc  Other  Iheep  I  have,  which  are  not  of 

this  fold,  them  alfo  I  mull  bring,”  &c.  Laftly, 
His  words  to  them  after  his  refurredtion,  at  the  very 
time  of  his  afcenfion,  “  Ye  fhall  be  witnefies  unto 
tc  me,  both  in  yerufalein ,  and  in  all  Judea ,  and  in 
tc  Samaria ,  and  unto  the  uttermofl  part  of  the 
<(  earth.”  Atls.  i.  8. 

• 

Thefe  concurring  circumftanCes,  one  would 
think,  might  have  raifed  a  ftrong  expe&ation  of 
feeing  fuch  a  time  ;  yet,  when  it  came,  it  proved 
matter  of  offence  and  aflonifhment. 

To  coniider  mankind  otherwdfe  than  brethern, 
to  think  favours  are  peculiar  to  one  nation,  and 
exclude  others,  plainly  fuppofes  a  darknefs  in  the 
underflanding  :  for  as  God’s  love  is  univerfal,  fb 
where  the  mind  is  fufficiently  influenced  by  it,  it 
begets  a  likenefs  of  itfelf,  and  the  heart  is  enlarged 
towards  all  men.  Again,  to  conclude  a  people  fro- 
ward,  perverfe,  and  worfe  by  nature  than  others 
(who  ungratefully  receive  favours,  and  apply  them 
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to  bad  ends)  this  will  excite  a  behaviour  toward 
them  unbecoming  the  excellence  of  true  religion. ' 

To  prevent  fuch  error,  let  us  calmly  confider 
their  circumftance ;  and,  the  better  to  do  it,  make 
their  cafe  ours.  Suppofe,  then,  that  our  anceftors 
and  we  had  been  expofed  to  conftant  fervitude,  in 
the  more  fervile  and  inferior  employments  of  life ; 
that  we  had  been  deftitute  of  the  help  of  reading 
and  good  company  ;  that  amongfl  ourfelves  we  v 
had  few  wife  and  pious  inftrudtors  ;  that  the  reli¬ 
gious  amongfl  our  fuperiors  feldom  took  notice  of 
us;  that  while  others,  in  eafe,  have  plentifully 
heaped  up  the  fruit  of  our  labour,  we  had  received 
barely  enough  to  relieve  nature;  and  being  whol¬ 
ly  at  the  command  of  others,  had  generally  been 
treated  as  a  contemptible,  ignorant  part  of  man¬ 
kind  :  Should  we,  in  that  cafe,  be  lefs  abjeft  than 
they  now  are  ?  Again,  If  oppreflion  be  fo  hard  to 
bear,  that  a  wife  man  is  made  mad  by  it,  Eccl.  vii. 
7*  then  a  feries  of  thofe  things  altering  the  beha¬ 
viour  and  manners  of  a  people,  is  what  may  rea- 
fonably  be  expected. 

When  our  property  is  taken  contrary  to  our 
mind,  by  means  appearing  to  us  unjuft,  it  is  only 
thro  divine  influence,  and  the  enlargement  of 
heart  from  thence  proceeding,  that  we  can  love 
our  reputed  oppreflors  :  If  the  Negroes  fall  fhort 
in  this,  an  uneafy,  if  not  a  difcon folate  difpofition, 
will  be  awakened,  and  remain  like  feeds  in  their 
minds,  producing  floth  and  many  other  habits  ap¬ 
pearing  odious  to  us  ;  with  which,  being  freemen, 

S  2  they. 


CONSIDERATIONS  on  the 


£6x> 

they,  perhaps,  had  not  been  chargeable.  Thefe, 
an d  other  circumftances,  rightly  confidered,  will 
leffen  that  too  great  difparity  which  fome  make 

between  us  and  them. 

♦ 

Integrity  of  heart  hath  appeared  in  fome  of 
them  ;  fo.,  that,  if  we  continue  in  the  word  of 
Chriit  (previous  to  difciplefhip,  John  viii.  31.)  and 
our  condudt  towards  them  be  feafoned  with  his 
love,  we  may  hope  to  fee  the  good  effedt  of  it :  The 
which,  in  a  good  degree,  is  the  cafe  with  fome  into 
whofe  hands  they  have  fallen:  But  that  too  many 
treat  them  otherwife,  not  feeming  confcious  of  any 
negledt,  is,  alas!  too  evident. 

When  felf-love  prefides  in  our  minds,  our  opi¬ 
nions  are  biaffed  in  our  favour ;  in  this  condition, 
being  concerned  with  a  people  fo  fituated,  that 
they  have  no  voice  to  plead  their  own  caufe, 
there’s  danger  of  ufing  ourfelves  to  an  undifturbed 
partiality,  ’till,  by  long  cuftom,  the  mind  becomes 
•reconciled  with  it,  and  the  judgment  itfelf  infect¬ 
ed. 

To  humbly  apply  to  God  for  wifdom,  that  we 
may  thereby  be  enabled  to  fee  things  as  they  are, 
and  ought  to  be,  is  very  needful ;  hereby  the  hid¬ 
den  things  of  darknefs  may  be  brought  to  light, 
and  the  judgment  made  clear  :  We  fhall  then  con- 
fider  mankind  as  brethren.  Thor  different  degrees, 
and  a  variety  of  qualifications  and  abilities,  one 
dependent  on  another,  be  admitted;  yet  high 
<  thoughts  will  be  laid  afide,  and  all  men  treated  as 

becometh  x 
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becometh  the  fons  of  one  father,  agreeable  to  the 
dodrine  of  Chrift  Jefus, 

a  pje  hath  laid  down  the  belt  criterion,  by 
which  mankind  ought  to  judge  of  their  own  con- 
dud,  and  others  judge  for  them  of  theirs,  one  to¬ 
wards  another,  viz,  Whatfoever  you  would  that 

men  fhould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them. 

I  take  it,  that  all  men  by  nature,  are  equally  in- 
titled  to  the  equity  of  this  rule,  and  under  the 
indifpenfable  obligations  of  it.  One  man  ought  not 
to  look  upon  another  man,  or  fociety  of  men,  as 
fo.  far  beneath  him ;  but  that  he  fhould  put  hin> 
felf  in  their  place,  in  all  his  adions  towards  them, 
and  bring  all  to  this  teft,  viz.  How  fhould  I  ap¬ 
prove  of  this  condud,  were  I  in  their  circumftance, 
and  they  in  mine  ?”  A.  Arfcot's  Confiderations,  p* 

nr.foi.  107, 

This  dodrine  being  of  a  moral  unchangeable 
nature,  hath  been  like  wife  inculcated  in  the  for¬ 
mer  difpenfation  ;  cc  If  a  ftranger  fojourn  with  thee, 
(C  in  your  land,  ye  fhall  not  vex  him  ;  but  the 
u  ftranger  that  dwelleth  with  you,  fhall  be  as  one 
iC  born  amongftyou,  and  thou  fhalt  love  him  as  thy- 
a  felf,”  Lev.  xix.  33.  34.  Had  thefe  people  come 
voluntarily  and  dwelt  amongft  us,  to  have  called 
them  ftrangers  would  be  proper ;  and  their  being 
brought  by  force,  with  regret,  and  a  languifhing 
mind,  may  well  raife  companion  in  a  heart  rightly 
difpofed  :  But  there  is  nothing  in  fuch  treatment, 
which,  upon  wife  and  judicious  confideration,  will 
any  ways  leffen  their  right  of  being  treated  as 

ft  ran- 
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flrangers.  If  the  treatment  which  many  of  them 
meet  with,  be  rightly  examined  and  compared 
with  thefe  precepts,  iC  Thou  fhalt  not  vex  him  nor 
opprefs  him ;  he  fhall  be  as  one  born  amongft 
i\  y°lb  and  thou  fhalt  love  him  as  thyfelf,”  Lev . 

33*  Dent,  xxvii.  jg.  there  will  appear  an  im¬ 
portant  difference  betwixt  them. 

i 

It  may  be  objeded  there  is  coft  of  purchafe, 
and  rifque  of  their  lives  to  them  who  pofiefs  ’em, 
and  therefore  needful  that  they  make  the  beft  ufe 
of  their  time  ;  in  a  pradice  juft  and  reafonable, 
fuch  objedions  may  have  weight ;  but  if  the  work 
be  wrong  from  the  beginning,  there  is  little  or  no 
force  in  them.  If  I  purchafe  a  man  who  hath 
never  forfeited  his  liberty,  the  natural  right  of 
freedom  is  in  him ;  and  fhall  I  keep  him  and  his 
pofterity  in  fervitude  and  ignorance  ?  “  How 

“  fhould  I  approve  of  this  condud,  were  J  in  his 
“  circumftances,  and  he  in  mine  ?”  It  may  be 
thought,  that  to  treat  them  as  we  would  willingly 
be  treated,  our  gain  by  them  would  be  inconfidetT 
able :  And  it  were,  in  divers  refpeds,  better  that 
there  were  none  in  our  country. 

We  may  further  confider,  that  they  are  now 
amongft  us,  and  thofe  of  our  nation  the  caufe  of 
their  being  here  ;  that  whatfoever  difficulty  accrues 
*  t  ^  ^  j  we  are  juftly  chargeable  with,  and  to  bear 
all  inconveniences  attending  it,  with  a  ferious  and 
weighty  concern  of  mind  to  do  our  duty  by  them, 
is  the  beft  we  can  do.  To  feek  a  remedy  by  conti¬ 
nuing  the  oppreffion,  becaufe  we  have  power  to  do 

it, 
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it,  and  fee  others  do  it,  will,  I  apprehend,  not  be 
doing  as  we  would  be  done  by. 

How  deeply  fpever  men  are  involved  in  the 
tnoft  exquifite  difficulties,  fincerity  of  heart,  and 
upright  walking  before  God,  freely  fubmitting  to 
his  providence,  is  the  molt  fure  remedy  :  He  only 
is  able  to  relieve,  not  only  perfons  but  nations,  in 
their  greateft  calamities. 

^  V 

David  in  a  great  ftrait,  when  the  fenfe  of  his  paft 
error,  and  the  full  expectation  of  an  impending 
calamity  as  the  reward  of  it,  were  united,  to  the 
aggravating  his  diftrefs,  after  fome  deliberation, 
faith,  “  Let  me  fall  now  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
44  for  very  great  are  his  mercies  ;  but  let  me  not  fall 
44  into  the  hand  of  man/’  i  Chron.  xxi.  13. 

To  aCt  continually  with  integrity  of  heart,  a~ 
bove  all  narrow  or  felfifh  motives,  is  a  fure  token 
of  our  being  partakers  of  that  falvation  which 
44  God  hath  appointed  for  walls  and  bulwarks,” 
Ifa.  xxvi.  1.  and  is,  beyond  all  contradiction,  a 
more  happy  fituation  than  can  ever  be  promifed 
by  the  utmoft  reach  of  art  and  power  united,  not 
proceeding  from  heavenly  wifdom. 

A  fupply  to  nature’s  lawful  wants,  joined  with 
a  peaceful,  humble  mind,  is  the  trueft  happinefs 
in  this  life  ;  and  if  here  we  arrive  to  this,  and  re¬ 
main  to  walk  in  the  path  of  the  juft,  our  cafe  will 
be  truly  happy  :  And  tho’  herein  we  may  part 
with,  or  mifs  of  fome  glaring  ftiews  of  riches,  and 

leave 
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leave  our  children  little  elfe  bur  wife  inflrudlions, 
a  good  example,  and  the  knowledge  of  fome  ho- 
neit  employment;  thefe,  with  the  blefling  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  are  fufficient  for  their  happinefs,  and  are 
more  likely  to  prove  fo,  than  laying  up  treafures 
for  them,  which  are  often  rather  a  fnare,  than 
any  real, benefit ;  efpecially  to  them,  who,  inftead 
of  being  exampled  to  temperance,  are  in  all  things 
taught  to  prefer  the  getting  of  riches,  and  to  eye 
the  temporal  diflmdtions  they  give,  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  bulinefs  of  this  life.  Thefe  readily  overlook 
the  true  happmefs  of  man,  as  it  refults  from  the 
enjoyment  of  ail  things  in  the  fear  of  God,  and, 
miferably  fubftituting  an  inferior  good,  dangerous 
in  the  acquiring,  and  uncertain  in  the  fruition, 
they  are  fubjeCl  to  many  difappointments,  and  eve¬ 
ry  fweet  carries  its  fling. 

*  ji* 

It  is  the  conclufion  of  our  blefled  Lord  and  his 
apoflles,  as  it  appears  by  their  lives  and  do&rines, 
that  the  highefl  delights  of  fenfe,  or  moil  pleafing 
objedls  vifible,  ought  ever  to  be  accounted  infinite-r 
ly  inferior  to  that  real  intellu&ual  happinefs  fuited 
to  man  in  his  primitive  innocence,  and  now  to  be 
found  in  true  renovation  of  mind  ;  and  that  the 
comforts  of  our  prefent  life,  the  things  mofl  grate¬ 
ful  to  us,  ought  always  to  be  received  with  tem-r 
perance,  and  never  made  chief  objects  of  our  de¬ 
fire,  hope,  or  love  :  but  that  our  whole  heart 
and  affedlions  be  principally  looking  to  that  “  city, 
u  which  hath  foundations,  whofe  maker  and  buil- 
u  der  is  God.”  Did  we  fo  improve  the  gifts  be¬ 
llowed  on  us,  that  our  children  might  have  an  edu¬ 
cation 
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cation  fuited  to  thefe  doctrines,  and  our  example 
to  confirm  it,  we  might  rejoice  in  hopes  of  their 
being  heirs  of  an  inheritance  incorruptible. 

« 

This  inheritance,  as  chriftians,  we  efteem  the 
moft  valuable  ;  and  how  then  can  we  fail  to  de¬ 
fire  it  for  our  children  ?  O  that  we  were  confiftent 
with  ourfelves,  in  purfuing  means  neceffary  to  ob- 
tain  it. 

It  appears  by  experience,  that  where  children 
are  educated  in  fulnefs,  eafe  and  idlenefs,  evil 
habits  are  more  prevalent,  than,  in  common,  a- 
mongft  fuch  who  are  prudently  employed  in  the 
peceffary  affairs  of  life  :  And  if  children  are  not 
only  educated  in  the  way  of  fo  great  temptation, 
but  have  alfo  the  opportunity  of  lording  it  over 
their  fellow^creatures,  and  being  matters  of  men 
in  their  childhood,  how  can  we  hope  otherwife 
than  that  their  tender  minds  will  be  poffeffed  with 
thoughts  too  high  for  them  ?  Which,  by  conti¬ 
nuance^  gaining  ftrength,  will  prove,  like  a  flow 
current,  gradually  feparating  them  from  (or  keep¬ 
ing  frqm  acquaintance  with)  that  humility  and 
meeknefs  in  which  alone  laftmg  happineis  can  be 
enjoyed. 

Man  is  born  to  labour,  and  experience  abun¬ 
dantly  fheweth,  that  it  is  for  our  good  :  But  where 
the  powerful  lay  the  burthen  on  the  inferior,  with* 
out  affording  a  chriftian  education,  and  fuitable 
opportunity  of  improving  the  mind,  and  a  treat¬ 
ment  which  we  in  their  cafe,  fflould  approve,  that 

them  (elves 
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themfelves  may  live  at  eafe,  and  fare  fumptuoufly, 
and  lay  up  riches  for  their  pofterity,  this  feems  to 
contradict  the  defign  of  Providence,  and,  I  doubt, 
is  fometimes  the  effedt  of  a  perverted  mind  :  For 
while  the  life  of  one  is  made  grievous  by  the  rigour 
of  another,  it  entails  mifery  on  both. 

Amongft  the  manifold  works  of  Providence, 
difplayed  in  the  different  ages  of  the  world,  thefe 
which  follow  (with  many  other)  may  afford  in- 
ftrudtion. 

Abraham  was  called  of  God  to  leave  his  country 
and  kindred,  to  fojourn  amongft  ftrangers  :  Thro1 
famine,  and  danger  of  death,  he  was  forced  to 
flee  from  one  kingdom  to  another :  He  at  length, 
not  only  had  affurance  of  being  the  father  of  ma¬ 
ny  nations,  but  became  a  mighty  prince.  Genefts 
xxiii.  6. 

Remarkable  were  the  dealings  of  God  with  Ja¬ 
cob  in  a  low  eftate,  the  juft  fenfe  he  retained  of 
them  after  his  advancement,  appears  by  his  words  : 
u  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  all  thy  mercies.” 
Genefts  xxxii.  io.  xlviii.  1 5. 

% 

The  numerous  afflictions  of  Jofeph  are  very 
fmgular ;  the  particular  providence  of  God  there¬ 
in,  no  lefs  man i feft :  He,  at  length,  became  go¬ 
vernor  of  Egypt ,  and  famous  for  wifdom  and  vir¬ 
tue. 


The 
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The  feries  of  troubles  David  pafled  thro’,  few 
amongft  us  are  ignorant  of :  And  yet  he  after 
wards  became  as  one  of  the  great  men  of  the 

earth. 

\ 

Some  evidences  of  the  divine  wifdom  appears  in 
thefe  things,  in  that  fuch  who  are  intended  for 
high  ftations,  have  firft  been  very  low  and  deject¬ 
ed,  that  truth  might  be  fealed  on  their  hearts;  and 
that  the  characters  there  imprinted  by  bitternefs 
and  adverfity,  might  in  after  years  remain,  fug- 
gefting  compailionate  ideas,  and,  in  their  profperi- 
ty,  quicken  their  regard  to  thofe  in  the  like  condi¬ 
tion  :  Which  yet  further  appears  in  the  cafe  of 
Ijrael :  They  were  well  acquainted  with  grievous 
fufferings,  a  long  and  rigorous  fervitude ;  then  thro’ 
many  notable  events,  were  made  chief  amongft 
the  nations  :  To  them  we  find  a  repetion  of  pre¬ 
cepts  to  the  purpofe  abovefaid  :  Tho’,  for  ends 
agreeable  to  infinite  wifdom,  they  were  chofen  as  a 
peculiar  people  for  a  time  ;  yet  the  Moft  High 
acquaints  them,  that  his  love  is  not  confined, 
but  extends  to  the  ftranger ;  and,  to  excite  their 
compaflion,  reminds  them  of  times  paft,  “  Ye 
‘‘  were  ftrangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt”  Dent.  x. 
19.  Again,  “  Thou  (halt  not  opprefs  a  ftranger, 
“  for  ye  know  the  heart  of  a  ftranger,  feeing  ye 
‘‘  were  ftrangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt”  Exodus 
jcxiii.  9. 

If  we  call  to  mind  our  beginning,  fome  of  us 
may  find  a  time,  wherein  our  fathers  were  under 
afflictions,  reproaches,  and  manifold  fufferings. 

RefpeCting 
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Refpe&ing  our  progrefs  in  this  land,  the  time  is 
fhort  fince  our  beginning  was  fmall  and  number 
few,  compared  with  the  native  inhabitants.  He  that 
Ileeps  not  by  day  nor  night,  hath  watched  over 
us,  and  kept  us,  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  His  al¬ 
mighty  arm  hath  been  round  about  us,  and  faved 
us  from  dangers. 

The  wildernefs  and  folitary  defarts  in  which  our 
fathers  palled  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage,  are 
now  turned  into  pleafant  fields  ;  the  natives  are 
gone  from  before  us,  and  we  eftablilhed  peaceably 
in  the  poffeffion  of  the  land,  enjoying  our  civil  and 
religious  liberties  ;  and,  while  many  parts  of  the 
world  have  groaned  under  the  heavy  calamities  of 
war,  our  habitation  remains  quiet,  and  our  land 

fruitful. 

/ 

When  we  trace  back  the  fteps  we  have  trodden, 
and  fee  how  the  Lord  hath  opened  a  way  in  the  wil¬ 
dernefs  for  us,  to  the  wife  it  will  eafily  appear,  that 
all  this  was  not  done  to  be  buried  in  oblivion  ;  but 
to  prepare  a  people  for  more  fruitful  returns,  and 
the  remembrance  thereof,  ought  to  humble  us  ip 
profperity,  and  excite  in  us  a  chriftian  benevolence 
towards  our  inferiors. 

If  we  do  not  confider  thefe  things  aright,  but, 
thro’  a  ftupid  indolence,  conceive  views  of  inte- 
reft,  feparate  from  the  general  good  of  the  great 
brotherhood,  and,  in  purfuance  thereof,  treat  our 
inferiors  with  rigour,  to  increafe  our  wealth,  and 
gain  riches  for  our  children ;  What  then  (hall  we 

do 
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do  “  when  God  rifeth  up  ?  and  when  he  vifiteth, 

“  what  fhall  we  anfwer  him  ?  did  not  he  that  made 
us,  make  them  ?  and  did  not  one  faftiion  us  in  the 
“  womb  ?”  Job  xxxi.  1 3,  14. 

To  our  great  matter  we  ftand  or  fall,  to  judge  or 
condemn  us  as  is  moft  fuitable  to  his  wifdom  or 
authority;  my  inclination  is  to  perfuade,  and  in¬ 
treat,  and  fimply  give  hints  of  my  way  of  thinking. 

If  the  chriftian  religion  be  confidered,  both  re- 
fpe&ing  its  doftrines,  and  the  happy  influence 
which  it  hath  on  the  minds  and  manners  of  all  real 
chriftians,  it  looks  reafonable  to  think,  that  the 
miraculous  manifeftation  thereof  to  the  world,  is  a 
kindnefs  beyond  expreflion. 

Are  we  the  people  thus  favoured  ?  are  we  they 
whofe  minds  are  opened,  influenced,  and  governed 
by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  and  thereby  made  fons  of 
God  ?  is  it  not  a  fair  conclufion,  that  we,  like  our 
heavenly  Father,  ought,  in  our  degree,  to  be  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  fame  great  caufe  of  the  eternal  happi- 
nefs  of,  at  leaft,  our  whole  families,  and  more,  u 
thereto  capacitated  ? 

•  If  we,  by  the  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift, 
become  heirs  with  him  in  the  kingdom  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  are  redeemed  from  the  alluring  counter¬ 
feit  joys  of  this  world,  and  the  joy  of  Chrift  remain 
in  us,  to  fuppofe  that  one  remaining  in  this  happy 
condition,  can,  for  the  fake  of  earthly  riches,  not 
only  deprive  his  fellow-creatures  of  the  fweetnels 
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of  freedom,  (which  rightly  ufed,  is  one  of  the 
greateft  temporal  bleflings)  but  therewith  negleft 

means>  for  their  acquaintance  with 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  advantage  of  true 

religion,  feems,  at  leaft,  a  contradiction  to  rea- 
ion- 

Whoever  rightly  advocates  the  caufe  of  fome 
thereby  promotes  the  good  of  all.  The  Rate  of 
mankind  was  harmonious  in  the  beginning,  and 
tho  fin  hath  introduced  difcord,  yet  thro’  the  won¬ 
derful  love  of  God,  in  (Thrift  Jefus  our  Lord,  the 
way  is  open  for  our  redemption,  and  means  ap¬ 
pointed  to  reftore  us  to  primitive  harmony.  That 
if  one  fuffer  by  the  unfaithfulnefs  of  another,  the 
mind,  the  moft  noble  part  of  him  that  occafions 

the  difcord,  is  thereby  alienated  from  its  true  and 
real  happinefs. 

Our  duty  and  intereft  are  infeparably  united,  and 
when  we  negleCt  or  mifufe  our  talents,  we  necefla- 
rily  depart  from  the  heavenly  fellowfhip,  and  are 
in  the  way  to  the  greateft  evils. 

% 

V  1 3 

Therefore  to  examine  and  prove  ourlelves,  to 
find  what  harmony  the  power  prefiding  in  us  bears 
with  the  divine  nature,  is  a  duty  not  more  incum¬ 
bent  and  necefiary,  than  it  would  be  beneficial. 

In  Holy  Writ  the  Divine  Being  faith  of  himfelf, 

44  I  am  the  Lord,  which  exercife  loving-kindnefs, 

“  judgment  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth  ;  for  in 
44  thefe  things  I  delight,  faith  the  Lord,”  Jer.  ix.  24. 

Again, 


/ 
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Again,  fpeaking  in  the  way  of  man,  to  fhew  his 
compaflion  to  Ifrael ,  whofe  wickednefs  had  occa- 
fioned  a  calamity,  and  then  being  humbled  un¬ 
der  it,  it  is  faid,  His  foul  was  grieved  for  their 
miferies,  Judges  x.  16.  If  we  confider  the  life 
of  our  blelfed  Saviour  when  on  earth,  as  it  is 
recorded  by  his  followers,  we  fhall  find,  that 
one  uniform  defire  for  the  eternal,  and  temporal 
*  good  of  mankind,  difcovered  itfelf  in  all  his  ac¬ 
tions. 

If  we  obferve  men,  both  apoftles  and  others,  in 
many  different  ages,  who  have  really  come  to  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  fellowfhip  of  the  faints, 
there  ftill  appears  the  like  difpofition,  and  in  them 
the  defire  of  the  real  happinefs  of  mankind,  has 
outbalanced  the  defire  of  eafe,  liberty,  and,  many 
times,  life  itfelf. 

If  upon  a  true  fearch,  we  find  that  our  natures 
are  fo  far  renewed,  that  to  exercife  righteoufnefs 
and  loving-kindnefs  (acording  to  our  ability)  to¬ 
wards  all  men,  without  refpeft  of  perfons,  is  ealy 
to  us,  or  is  our  delight;  if  our  love  be  fo  orderly, 
and  regular,  that  he  who  doeth  the  will  of  our 
Father,  who  is  in  heaven,  appears  in  our  view,  to  be 
our  neareft  relation,  our  brother,  and  filler,  and 
mother ;  if  this  be  our  cafe,  there  is  a  good  founda¬ 
tion  to  hope,  that  the  blelfing  of  God  will  fweeten 
our  treafures  during  our  flay  in  this  life,  and  our 
memory  be  favory,  when  we  are  entered  into 
reft. 


To 
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To  conclude,  ’Tis  a  truth  mofi:  certain,  that  a 
life  guided  by  wifdom  from  above,  agreeable  with 
jufbce,  equity,  and  mercy,  is  throughout  eonfiftent 
and  amiable,  and  truly  beneficial  to  fociety ;  the 
terenity  and  calmnefs  of  mind  in  it,  affords  an  un¬ 
parallelled  comfort  in  this  life,  and  the  end  of  it  is 
bleffed. 

And,  no  lefs  true,  that  they,  who  in  the  midft 
of  high  favours,  remainu  ngrateful,  and,  under  all 
the  advantages  that  a  chriflian  can  defire,  are  felfifh, 
earthly,  and  fenfual,  do  mifs  the  true  fountain  of 
happinefs,  and  wander  in  a  maze  of  dark  anxiety, 
where  all  their  treafures  are  infufficient  to  quiet  their 
minds  :  Hence,  from  an  infatiable  craving,  they 
negled  doing  good  with  what  they  have  acquired, 
and  too  often  add  oppreflion  to  vanity,  that  they 
may  compafs  more. 

iC  O  that  they  were  wife,  that  they  underftood 
“  this,  that  they  would  confider  their  latter  end  Va 
Dent .  xxxii.  29. 
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PREFACE. 

A  L  L  our  aft  ions  are  of  like  nature  with  their 
root ;  and  the  Mojl  Hig h  weigheth  them 
niore  f  ill fully  than  Aden  can  weigh  them  one  for 
another. 

I  believe  that  one  Supreme  Being  made  and 
fupports  the  world  ;  nor  can  I  worjhip  any  other 
Deity  without  being  an  idolater ,  and  guilty  of 
wickednefs : 

Many  nations  have  believed  in,  and  worjhip - 
ed  a  plurality  of  deities  ;  but  1  do  not  believe 
they  were  therefore  all  wicked .  Idolatry  indeed 
is  wickednefs  ;  but  it  is  the  thing,  not  the  name , 
which  is  Jo.  Real  idolatry  is  to  pay  that  adora¬ 
tion  to  a  creature ,  which  is  known  to  be  due  on¬ 
ly  to  the  true  God. 

He  who  profefeth  to  believe  one  Almighty 
Creator ,  and  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrif ,  and  is  yet 
more  intent  on  the  honours ,  profts  and  friend- 
jhips  of  the  world. ',  then  he  is  in  fnglenefs  of 
heart  to  fland  faithful  to  the  chriftian  religion, 
is  in  the  channel  of  idolatry ;  while  the  Gentile, 
who,  under  Jome  miffaken  opinions,  is,  notwit  h- 
ffanding ,  ejlablffhed  in  the  true  principle  of  vir¬ 
tue  ,  and  humbly  adores  an  almighty  power,  may 

be  of  that  number  who  fear  God,  and  work  righ- 
teoufnejs. 

_  I  believe  the  bi/hop  of  Rome  a  fumes  a  power , 
that  does  not  belong  to  any  officer  in  the  church 
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of  Chrijis  and  if  1  Jhould  knowingly  do  any 
thing ,  tending  to  ftrengthen  him  in  that  capaci¬ 
ty,  it  would  be  great  iniquity.  There  are  many 
thoufands  of  people ,  who  by  their  profeffion  ac¬ 
knowledge  him  to  be  the  reprejentative  of  Jejus 
Chrifl  on  earth  ;  and  to  Jay  t  hat  none  of  them 
are  upright  of  heart ,  would  be  contrary  to  my 
fentiments . 

Men  who  fincerely  apply  their  minds  to  true 
virtue ,  and find  an  inward  fupport  from  above, 
by  which  all  vicious  inclinations  are  made  Jub- 
jedl ,  that  they  love  God  fincerely,  and  prefer 
the  real  good  of  mankind  universally  to  their 
own  private  inter ejl  \  though  thefe ,  through  the 
frength  of  education  and  tradition,  may  remain 
under  fome  fpeculative  and  great  errors ,  it  would 
be  uncharitable  to  fay ,  that  therefore  God^  rejects 
them — He  who  creates ,  Jupports  and  gives  un~ 
derfanding  to  all  men ,  his  knowledge  and  good- 
nefs  is  fuperior  to  the  various  cafes  and  circuni - 
fancss  of  his  creatures ,  which  to  Us  appear  the 
mofl  difficult. 

The  apo files  and  primitive  chrifiians  did  not 
cenfure  all  the  Gentiles  as  wicked  men ,  Rom.  ih 
14.  Col.  iii.  1 1.  but  as  they  were  favoured  with 
a  gift  to  difcern  things  more  clearly,  r efpeff ing 
the  worjhip  of  the  true  God,  they  with  much  firm - 
'  nefs  declared  againft  the  worfhipping  of  Idols ; 
and  with  true  patience  endured  many  fufferings , 
on  that  account . 
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Great  numbers  of  faithful  Protefants  have 
.contended  for  the  truth ,  in  oppojition  to  papal 
errors  •  and  with  true  fortitude  laid  down  their 
lives  in  the  confUdl ,  without  faying ,  That  no 
man  was  Jave  'd  who  made  profejffion  of  that  reli¬ 
gion.  '  '  : 

C  '  '•  *  > 

While  we  have  no  right  to  keep  men  as  fer - 
vants  for  term  of  life ,  but  that  of fuperior  pow¬ 
er  ;  to  do  this ,  defign  by  their  labour  to 
profit  ourf elves  and  our  families ,  /  believe  is 
wrong ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  all  who  have 
kept f laves ^  have  therefore  been  chargeable  with 
guilt.  If  their  motives  thereto  were  free  from, 
felfijhnefs,  and  their  / laves  content ,  they  were  a 
fort  of  freemen  5 
been  the  cafe . 

Whatever  a  Utah  does  in  the  fpirit  of  charity , 
to  him  it  is  not  fn :  And  while  he  lives  and  ails 
in  this  fpirit,  he  learns  all  things  ejfential  to  his 
happinefs ,  as  an  individual :  and  if  he  doth  not 
jee  that  any  injury  or  injufice ,  to  any  other  per - 
fon,  is  neceffarily  promoted -  by  any  part  of  his 
form  of  government,  1 believe  the  merciful  fudge 
will  not  lay  iniquity  to  his  charge .  Yet  others , 
who  live  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  charity,  from  a  clear 
convincement,  may  jee  the  relation  of  one  thing 
to  another,  and  the  necefjary  tendency  of  each  > 
and  hence  it  may  be  abfoluteJy  binding  oh  them 
to  deff  from  Jome  parts  of  conduct,  which  fame 
good  men  have  been  in . 
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Part  the  Second. 


A 


S  fome  in  moft  religious  focieties  amongll  die 
are  concerned  in  importing  or  pur- 


chafing  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  as  Haves ;  and 
as  the  profelfors  of  chriftianity  of  feveral  other 
nations  do  the  like  ;  thefe  circumftances  tend  to 

■i  • 

make  people  lefs  apt  to  examine  the  practice  fo 
clofely  as  they  would,  if  fuch  a  thing  had  not  been, 
but  was  propofed  to  be  entered  upon.  It  is  however 
our  duty,  and  what  concerns  us  individually,  as 
creatures  accountable  to  our  Creator,  to  employ 
rightly  the  underftanding  which  he  hath  given  us, 
in  humbly  endeavouring  to  be  acquainted  with  his 
will  concerning  us,  and  with  the  nature  and  tenden¬ 
cy  of  thofe  things  which  we  pradtife  :  For  as  juftice 
remains  to  be  juftice,  fo  many  people,  of  reputa¬ 
tion  in  the  world,  joining  with  wrong  things,  do 
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not  excufe  others  in  joining  with  them,  nor  make 
the  confequence  of  their  proceedings  lefs  dreadful 
in  the  final  iffue,  than  it  would  be  otherwife. 

Where  unrighteoufnefs  is  juftified  from  one  age 
to  another,  it  is  like  dark  matter  gathering  into 
clouds  over  us.  We  may  know  that  this  gloom 
will  remain  till  the  caufe  be  removed  by  a  reforma¬ 
tion,  or  change  of  times;  and  may  feel  a  defire, 
from  a  love  of  equity,  to  fpeak  on  the  occafion;  yet* 
where  error  is  fo  ftrong  that  it  may  not  be  fpoken 
againft,  without  fome  profpedf  of  inconvenience 
to  the  fpeaker,  this  difficulty  is  likely  to  operate  on 
our  weaknefs,  and  quench  the  good  defires  in  us; 
except  we  dwell  fo  fteadily  under  the  weight  of  it, 
as  to  be  made  willing  to  u  endure  hardnefs”  on  tha^ 
account. 

Where  men  exert  their  talents  againft  vices 
generally  accounted  fuch,  the  ill  effects  whereof 
are  prefeptly  perceived  in  a  government,  all  men 
who  regard  their  own  temporal  good,  are  likely 
to  approve  the  work.  But  when  that  which  is 
inconfiftent  with  perfedt  equity,  hath  the  law,  or 
countenance  of  the  great  in  its  favour,  though  the 
tendency  thereof  be  quite  contrary  to  the  true 
happinefs  of  mankind  in  an  equal,  if  not  greater 
degree,  {han  many  things  accounted  reproachful 
to  chriftians  ;  yet,  as  thefe  ill  effedfs  are  not  ge- 
neraly  perceived,  they  who  labour  to  diffuade 
from  fuch  things,  whiqh  people  believe  accord 
with  their  intereft,  have  many  difficulties  to  en¬ 
counter, 
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The  repeated  charges,  which  God  gave  to  his 
prophets,  imply  the  danger  they  were  in  of  erring 
on  this  Hand.  “  Be  not  afraid  of  their  faces  ;  for 
I  “am  with  thee,  to  deliver  thee,  faith  the  Lord.” 
Jer.  i.  8.  Speak  all  the  words  that  I  command 
u  thee  to  fpeak  to  them  ;  diminifh  not  a  word.” 
y er,  xxvi.  2.  u  And  thou,  fon  of  man  be  not 
“  afraid  of  them,  nor  difmayed  at  their  looks. 

Speak  my  words  to  them,  whether  they  will  hear 
u  or  forbear.”  Ezek.  ii.  6,  7* 

♦  A 

Under  the  apprehenfion  of  duty,  I  offer  feme 
further  confiderations  on  this  fubjeft,  having  en¬ 
deavoured  fome  years  to  confider  it  candidly.  I 
have  obferved  people  of  our  own  colour,  whofe 
abilities  have  been  inferior  to  the  affairs  which  re- 

.  <  1  <  •.  .  i  •  •  »  ► 

late  to  their  convenient  fubfiftence,  who  have  been 
taken  care  of  by  others,  and  the  profit  of  fuch 
work  as  they  could  do,  applied  toward  their  fup- 
port — I  believe  there  are  fuch  amongft  negroes  ; 
and  that  fome  people,  in  whofe  hands  they  are, 
keep  them  with  no  view  of  outward  profit,  do  not 
confider  them  as  black  men,  who,  as  fuch,  ought 
to  ferve  white  men  ;  but  aqcount  them  perfons  who 
have  need  of  guardians,  and  as  fuch  take  care  of 
them  :  Yet  where  equal  care  is  taken  in  all  parts 
of  education,  I  do  not  apprehend  cafes  of  this  fort 
are  likely  to  occur  more  frequently  amongft  one 
fort  of  people  than  another. 

It  looks  to  me  that  the  flave  trade  was  found¬ 
ed,  and  hath  generally  been  carried  on,  in  a  wroqg 
fpirit ;  that  the  effedls  of  it  are  detrimental  to  the 

real 
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real  profperity  of  our  country  ;  and  will  be  more 
o,  except  we  ceafe  from  the  common  motives  of 

keeping  them,  and  treat  them  in  future  agreeable 
to  truth  and  pure  juftice. 

Negroes  may  be  imported,  who,  for  their  cruelty 
to  their  countrymen,  and  the  evil  djfpolition  of  their 
liiinos,  may  be  unfit  to  be  at  liberty  ;  and  if  we,  as 
lovers  of  righteoufnefs,  undertake  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  them,  we  fhould  have  a  full  and  clear 
knowledge  of  their  crimes,  and  of  thofe  circum- 
flances  which  might  operate  in  their  favour  ;  but 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  this  is  fo  great,  that  we 
have  great  reafon  to  be  cautious  therein.  But, 
fhould  it  plainly  appear  that  abfolute  fubje&ion  was 
a  condition  the  moft  proper  for  the  perfon  who  is 
purchafed,  yet  the  innocent  children  ought  not  to 
be  made  Haves,  becaufe  their  parents  finned.- 

We  have  account  in  holy  feripture  of  fome  fa¬ 
milies  fuffering,  where  mention  is  only  made  of 
toe  heaas  of  the  family  committing  wipkednefs  ; 
and  it  is  likely  that  the  degenerate  Jews,  roifunder- 
ftanding  flame  occurrences  of  this  kind,  took  occa- 
fion  to  charge  God  with  being  unequal ;  fo  that  a 
faying  became  common,  “  The  Fathers  have  eaten 
“  f°ur  grapes,  and  the  childrens  teeth  are  fet  on 
“  edge.”  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel ,  two  of  the  infpi- 
red  prophets,  who  lived  near  the  fame  time,  were 
concerned  to  correct  this  error.  Ezekiel  is  large 
on  the  fubjefk  Firft,  he  reproves  them  for  their 
error.  “  What  mean  ye,  that  ye  do  fo,”  chap, 
xviii.  verfe  2.  ‘*As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God, 
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*«  ye  (hall  not  have  occafion  any  more  to  life  this 
“  proverb  in  I/rael.”  The  words,  “  any  more,” 
have  reference  to  time  part ;  intimating,  that  tho’ 
they  had  not  rightly  under  flood  fome  things  they 
had  heard  or  feen,  and  thence  jfuppofed  the  proverb 
to  be  well  grounded  ;  yet  henceforth  they  might 
know  of  a  certainty,  that  the  .way?  of  God  are  all 
equal ;  that  as  fare  as  the  Moft  High  liveth,  fo  lure 
men  are  only  anfwerable  for  their  own  fins — He 
thus  fums  up  the  matter,  ver.  20.  “  The  foul  that 
“  fmneth,  it  fhall  die.  The  fon  flial!  not  bear  the 
“  iniquity  of  the  father  ;  neither  fhall  the  father 
«  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  fon.  The  righteoufnefs 
*<■  of  the  righteous  fliall  be  upop  him  ;  and  the 
“  wickedpefs  of  the  wicked  fhall  be  upon  him.” 

Where  men  are  wicked,  they  commonly  are  a 
means  of  corrupting  the  fucceeding  age  ;  and 
thereby  haflen  thofe  outward  calamities,  which  fall 
on  nations,  when  their  iniquities  are  full. 

Men  may  purfue  means  which  are  not  agreea¬ 
ble  to  perfect  purity,  with  a  view  to  increafe  the 
wealth  and  happinefs  of  their  offspring,  and  there¬ 
by  make  the  way  of  virtue  more  difficult  to  them. 
And  though  the  ill  example  of  a  parent,  or  a  mul¬ 
titude,  does  not  excufe  a  man  in  doing  evil,  yet 
the  mind  being  early  imprefifed  with  vicious  notions 
and  practices,  and  nurtured  up  in  ways  of  getting 
treafure,  which  are  not  the  ways  of  truth  ;  this 
wrong  fpirit  getting  fxrft  poffeflion,  and  being  thus 
ftrengthened,  frequently  prevents  due  attention 
to  the  true  fpirit  of  wifdom,  fo  that  they  exceed 

in 
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wickednels  thofe  who  lived  before  them.  And  in 
this  channel,  though  pr^rents  labour,  as  they  think, 
to  forward  the  happinefsof  their  children,  it  proves 
a  means  of  forwarding  their  calamity.  This  being 
the  cafe  in  the  age  next  before  the  grievous  cala¬ 
mity  in  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem ,  and  carrying  Judah 
captive  to  Babylon ,  they  might  fay  with  propriety. 
Tins  came  upon  us,  becaufe  our  fathers  forfook 
God,  and  becaufe  we  did  wone  than  our  fathers. 
See  Jer.  vii.  26. 

^  , 

As  the  generation  next  before  them  inwardly 
turned  away  from  God,  who  yet  waited  to  be  gra¬ 
cious;  and  as  they  in  that  age  continued  in  thofe 
things  which  neceffarily  feparated  from  perfect 
goodnefs,  growing  more  ftubborn,  ’till  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  God  were  poured  out  upon  them  ;  they 
might  properly  fay,  “  Our  fathers  have  finned,  and 
“  we  have  borne  their  iniquities  Lam .  v.  7.  And 
<£  yet,  wicked  as  their  fathers  were,  had  they  not 
fucceeded  them  in  their  wickednefs,  they  had  not 
|x>rne  their  iniquities. 

To  fuppofe  it  right,  that  an  innocent  man  fhall 
at  this  day  be  excluded  from  the  common  rules  of 
juftice;  be  deprived  of  that  liberty,  which  is  the, 
natural  right  of  human  creatures  ;  and  be  a  Have 
to  others  during  life,  op  account  of  a  fin  com- 
mitted  by  his  immediate  parents  ;  or  a  fin  com¬ 
mitted  by  Ham ,  the  fon  of  Noah ;  is  a  fuppofition 
too  grofs  to  be  admitted  into  the  mind  of  any 
perfon,  who  fincerely  defires  to  be  governed  by  fo~ 
lid  principles. 

ft 
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It  is  alledged,  in  favour  of  the  pra&ice,  that 
Jojhua  made  flaves  of  the  Gibeonites. 

What  men  do  by  the  command  of  God,  and 
what  comes  to  pafs  as  a  confequence  of  their 
neglect,  are  different  ;  fuch  as  the  latter  cafe  now 
mentioned  was. 

It  was  the  exprefs  command  of  the  Almighty  to 
Ifrael,  concerning  the  inhabitants  of  the  promifed 
land,  “  Thou  fhalt  make  no  covenant  with 
“  them,  nor  with  their  Gods :  They  (hall  not 
«  dwell  in  thy  land.”  Exod.  xxiii.  32.  Thofe  Gibe- 
nites  came  craftily,  telling  Jojhua,  that  they  were 
come  from  a  far  country;  that  their  elders  had 
fent  them  to  make  a  league  with  the  people  of 
Ifrael ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  their  being  foreign¬ 
ers,  fhewed  their  old  cloaths,  &c.  “  And  the  men 
“  took  of  their  viduals,  and  afked  not  counfel  at 
u  the  mouth  of  the  Lord ;  and  Jojhua  made  peace 
a  with  them,  and  made  a  league  with  them,  to 
u  let  them  live  ;  and  the  princes  fware  to  them.’* 
Jojh.  i x.  14,  15, 

When  the  impofition  was  difcovered,  the  con¬ 
gregation  murmured  againft  the  princes  :  u  But  all 
<c  the  princes  faid  to  all  the  congregation,  we  have 

\  f  »•  _ 

xu  fworn  to  them  by  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael ;  now 
u  therefore  we  may  not  touch  them  ^  we  will  even 
4C  let  them  live,  left  wrath  be  upon  us;  but  let 
<c  them  be  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water 

1  * 

f‘  unto  the  congregation.” 

Omittin  or 
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Omitting  to  afk  cQunfel,  involved  them  in  great 
difficulty.  I  he  Gibeonitcs  were  of  thpfe  cities,  of 
wnicli  the  Lord  faid,  “  Thou  fhalt  fave  alive  no¬ 
rthing  that  breatheth  and  of  the  flock  of 
Hivites,  concerning  whom  he  commanded  by 
name,  “  Thou  fhalt  finite  them,  and  utterly  de-r 

flroy  them:  Thou  fhalt  make  no  covenant  with 
46  them,  nor  fnew  mercy  unto  them,”  Deut.v ii.  i. 
Thus  Jofnua  and  the  princes  not  knowing  them, 
had  made  a  league  with  them,  to  let  them  live  ; 
and  in  this  flfait  they  refolve  to  make  them  fer- 
vants.  jojhita  and  the  princes  fufpe£ted  them 
to  be  deceivers  :  “  Peradventure  you  dwell 

“  amongft  us :  and  how  fhall  we  make  a  league 
“  with  you  ?”  Which  words  fhew,  that  they  re¬ 
membered  the  command  before-mentioned  ;  and 
yet  did  not  enquire  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lord,  ap 
Mofes  directed  Jofhua,  when  he  gave  him  a  charge 
refpe&ing  his  duty  as  chief  man  among  that 
people,  Numb,  xxvii.  ,21.  By  this  omiilion  things 
became  fo  fituated,  that  Jqfliua  and  the  princes 
could  not  execute  the  judgments  of  God  on 
them,  without  violating  the  oath  which  they  had 
made. 

'  •  -  I 

Mofes  did  amifs  at  the  waters  of  Meribah ;  and 
doubtlefs  he  foon  repented  ;  for  the  Lord  was 
with  him.  And  it  is  likely  that  Jofhua  was  deep¬ 
ly  humbled,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  omiilion  ;  for  it 
appears  that  God  continued  him  in  his  office,  and 
fpared  the  lives  of  thofe  people,  for  the  fake  of  the 
league  and  oath  made  in  his  name. 


The 
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The  wickednefs  of  thefe  people  was  great,  and 
they  worthy  to  die,  of  perfect  juftice  had  not  paf- 
fed  fentence  of  dedth  upon  them  ;  and  as  their  ex¬ 
ecution  was  prevented  by  this  league  and  oath, 
they  appear  content  to  be  fervarits  As  it  feem- 
“  eth  good  and  right  unto  thee  to  do  unto  us, 
“  do.” 

Thefe  criminals,  inftead  of  death  had  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  fervitude  pronounced  on  them,  in  thefe 
words,  “  Now  therefore  ye  are  curfed  5  and  there 
“  lhall  none  of  you  be  freed  from  being  bondmen, 
“  and  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water  for 
“  the  houfe  of  my  God.” 

We  find,  Bent.  xx.  10.  that  there  were  cities  far 
diftant  from  Canaan ,  againft  which,  Ifrati  went  to 
battle  ;  unto  whom  they  were  to  proclaim  peace, 
and  if  the  inhabitants  made  anfwer  of  peace,  and 
opened  their  gates,  they  were  not  to  deftroy  them, 
but  make  them  tributaries. 

The  children  of  Ifrael  were  then  in  the  Lord’s 
hoft,  and  executioners  of  his  judgments  on  peo¬ 
ple  hardened  in  wickednefs — They  were  not  to 
go  to  battle,  but  by  his  appointment.  The  men 
who  were  chief  in  his  army,  had  their  inftruttion 
from 'the  Almighty  ;  fometimes  immediately,  and 
fometimes  by  the  miniftry  of  angels.  Of  thefe, 
amongft  others,  were  Mofes ,  Jo/hua,  Othniel ,  and 
Gideon ;  fee  Exod.  iii.  2.  and  xviii.  19.  Jojh.  V. 
13.  Thefe  people  far  off  from  Canaan ,  again  ft 
whom  Ijrael  was  fent.  to  battle,  were  fo  corrupt, 

that 
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that  the  creator  of  the  univerfe  fa w  it  good  tor 
change  their  fituation  ;  and  in  cafe  of  their  opening 
their  gates,  and  coming  under  tribute,  this  their 
fubjedion,  though  probably  more  mild  than  abfo- 
lute  flavery,  was  to  laft  little  or  no  longer  than 
while  Ijrael  remained  in  the  true  fpirit  of  govern¬ 
ment 

'  .  j 

It  was  pronounced  by  Mdfes  the  prophet  as  a  con- 
fequence  of  their  wickednels,  “  The  ftranger  that  is 
“  within  thee  fhall  get  above  thee  very  high ;  and 
“  thou  fhalt  come  down  very  low  :  He  fhall  be  the 
“  head,  and  thou  the  tail.”  Dtuti  xxviii.  43,44. 

This  we  find  in  fome  meafure  verified  in  their 
being  made  tributaries  to  the  Moabites ,  Midianites^ 
Amorites  and  Philijlines 

It  is  alledged  in  favour  of  the  pradice  of  Have- 
keeping,  that  the  Jews  by  their  law  made  Haves 
of  the  Heathen,  Lev.  xxv.  45.  4t  Moreover,  of  the 
“  children  of  the  ftrangers  that  do  fojourn  amongft 
“  you,  of  them  fhall  ye  buy,  and  of  their  children, 
u  which  are  with  you,  which  they  begat  in  your 
u  land  ;  and  they  fhall  be  your  poffeffion  *  and  you 
fhall  take  them  as  an  inheritance  for  your  chil- 
dren  after  yon,  to  inherit  them  as  a  poffeffion, 
“  they  fhall  be  your  bondmen  for  ever.”- — It  is 
difficult  for  us  to  have  any  certain  knowledge  of 
the  mind  of  Mofes ,  in  regard  to  keeping  Haves, 
any  other  way  than  by  looking  upon  him  as  a 
true  fervant  of  God,  whofe  mind  and  condud  were 
regulated  by  an  inward  principle  of  juftice  and 

equity,' 
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equity.  To  admit  a  fuppofition  that  he  in  that  cafe 
was  drawn  from  perfect  equity  by  the  alliance  of 
outward  kindred,  would  be  to  difown  his  authority. 

•  Mi,  \  km 

Abraham  had  fervants  born  in  his  houfe,  and 
bought  with  his  money  :  “  And  the  Almighty  faid 
“  of  Abraham ,  I  know  him,  that  he  will  order  his 
“  houfe  after  him.”  Which  implies,  that  he  was  a 
father,  an  inftru&or,  and  a  good  governor  over  his 
people — And  Mofes,  confidered  as  a  man  of  God, 
muft  neceffarily  have  had  a  profpeft  of  fome  real 
advantage  in  the  Grangers  and  heathens  being  fer¬ 
vants  to  the  Ifraelites  for  a  time. 

40 

As  mankind  had  received  and  eftablifhed  many 
erroneous  opinions  and  hurtful  cuftoms,  their  living 
and  converfing  with  the  Jews^  while  the  Jews  ftood 
faithful  to  their  principles,  might  be  helpful  to  re¬ 
move  thofe  errors,  and  reform  their  manners — But 
for  men,  with  private  views,  to  affume  an  abfolute 
power  over  the  perfons  and  properties  of  others ; 
and  continue  it  from  age  to  age  in  the  line  of  na¬ 
tural  generation,  without  regard  to  the  virtues  and 
vices  of  their  fucceflbrs,  as  it  is  manifeflly  contrary 
to  true  univerfal  love,  and  attended  with  great 
evils,  there  requires  the  cleareft  evidence  to  beget  a 
belief  in  us,  that  Mofes  intended  that  the  ftrangers 
fhould,  as  fuch,  be  flaves  to  the  Jews . 

He  directed  them  to  buy  ftrangers  and  fojour- 
ners — It  appears  that  there  were  ftrangers  in  Ifrael 
who  were  free  men  ;  and  confidering  with  what 
tendernefs  and  humanity  the  Jews}  by  their  law, 

were 
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were  obliged  to  ufe  their  fervants,  and  what  care 
was  to  be  taken  to  inftrud:  them  in  true  religion., 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  fome  ftrangers  in  poverty 
and  diftrefs  were  willing  to  enter  into  bonds  to 
ierve  the  Jews  as  long  as  they  lived  ;  and  in  fuch 

cafe  the  jews,  by  their  law*  had  a  right  to  their 

ferviee  during  life. 

* 

When  the  awl  was  bored  through  the  ear  of  the 
Hebrew  fervant,  the  text  faith,  “  He  Hull  ferve  for 
“  ever »”  yet  we  do  not  fuppofe  that  by  the  word 
“•  for  ever,”  it  was  intended  that  none  of  his  pofte- 
rity  fhould  afterwards  be  free  ;  when  it  is  faid  in 
regard  to  the  ftrangers  which  they  bought,  “  They 
iliall  be  your  pofleilion,”  it  may  be  well  under¬ 
wood  to  mean  only  the  perfons  fo  purchafed  ;  all 
preceding  relates  to  buying  them ;  and  what  fol¬ 
lows,  to  the  continuance  of  their  ferviee,  “You 
“  fhall  take  them  as  an  inheritance  to  your  chi!- 
“  dren  after  you  ;  they  {hail  be  your  bondmen  for 
“  ever.”  It  may  be  well  understood  to  ftand  limited 
to  thofe  they  purchafed. 

Mofes,  directing  Aaron  and  his  forts  to  wafh  their 
hands  and  feet,  when  they  went  into  the  taberna¬ 
cle  of  the  congregation,  faith,  “  It  lTiall  be  a  fta- 
“  tute  for  ever  to  them,  even  to  him  and  his  feed 
“  throughout  all  generation's.”  And  to  exprefs  the 
continuance  of  the  law,  it  wets  his  common  lan¬ 
guage,  “  It  {hall  be  a  ftatute  Iror  ever  throughout 
“  your  generations.”  So  that  had  he  intended  the 
pofterity  oi  the  ftrangers  fo  p-urchafed  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  flavery  cl  the  Hnvj,  it  hooks  likely  that  he 

would 
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would  have  ufed  fome  terms  clearly  to  eXprefs 
it.  The  Jews  undoubtedly  had  Oaves,  whom 
they  kept  as  fuch  from  one  age  to  another  ;  but 
that  this  was  agreeable  to  the  genuine  defign  of 
their  infpired  law-giver,  is  far  from  being  a  clear 
cafe. 

Making  conftru&ions  of  the  law  contrary  to 
the  true  meaning  of  it,  was  common  -amongft  that 
people — Samuel's  Tons  took  bribes,  and  perverted 
judgment — Ifaiah  complained  that  they  juftified 
the  wicked  for  reward — Zephamah ,  cotemporary 
with  Jeremiah ,  on  account  of  the  injuftice  of  the 
civil  magiftrates,  declared  that  thcfe:  judges  were 
evening  wolves  ;  and  that  the  priefts  did  violence 
to  the  law. 

* 

Jeremiah  acquaints  us,  that  the  priefts  cried 
peace,  peace,  when  there  was  no  peace  •  by 
which  means  the  people  grew  bold  in  their 
wickednefs  ;  and  having  committed  abomina¬ 
tions,  were  not  afhamed  ;  but,  thro’  wrong  con- 
ftrueftions  of  the  law,  they  juftified  themfelves, 
and  boaftingly  faid,  “  We  are  wife  ;  and  the  law 
“  of  the  Lord  is  with  us.”  Thefe  corruptions 
continued  hill  the  days  of  our  Saviour,  who  told 
the  Phariiees,  “  Thus  have  ye  made  the  com- 
“  mandment  of  God  of  none  effect  by  vour  tra- 
“  dition.” 

Thus  it  appears  that  they  corrupted  the  law 
of  Mofes ;  nor  is  it  unlikely  that  among  many 
others  this  was  one  ;  for  oppfefling  the  ftrangers 
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was  a  heavy  charge  againft  the  Jcvjs,  and  very 
often  ftrongly  reprefented  by  the  Lord’s  faithful 
prophets. 

That  the  liberty  of  man  was,  by  the  infpired 
law-giver,  efteemed  precious,  appears  in  this ;  that 
fuch  who  ufljuftly  deprived  men  of  it,  were  to  be 
punifhed  in  like  manner  as  if  they  had  murdered 
them.  u  He  that  ftealeth  a  man  and  felleth  him  ; 
u  or  if  he  be  found  in  his  hand,  he  fhall  fure- 
ly  be  put  to  death.”  This  part  of  the  law 
was  fo  confiderable,  that  Paid  that  learned  Jew, 
giving  a  brief  account  of  the  ufes  of  the  law, 
“  adds  this,  a  It  was  made  for  menftealers”,  i 

‘Tint.  i.  io. 

The  great  men  amongft  that  people  were 
exceedingly  oppreffive  :  and  it  is  likely,  exerted 
their  whole  ftrength  and  influence  to  have  the  law 
conftrued  to  fuit  their  turns — -The  honefl  fer- 
vants  of  the  Lord  had  heavy  work  with  them  in 
regard  to  their  opprefiion  *  a  few  inftances  fol¬ 
low.  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  amend  your  ways,  and  your  doings; 
and  I  will  caufe  you  to  dwell  in  this  place.  If 
ye  thoroughly  execute  judgment  between  a 
u  man  and  his  neighbour  ;  if  ye  opprefs  not  the 
u  ftranger,  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widow  ;  and 
<c  fhed  not  innocent  blood  in  this  place  ;  neither 
a  walk  after  other  gods  to  your  hurt,  then  will  I 
u  caufe  you  to  dwell  in  this  place,”  Jer.  vii, — 
Again  a  melfenger  was  fent,  not  only  to  the  infe¬ 
rior  minifters  df  juftice,  but  alfo  to  the  chief  ruler. 

u  Thus 


a 


(C 


N 


■■  ■■  ■ 


Keeping  of  NEGROES.  291 

u  Thus  faith  the  Lord  ;  go  down  to  the  houfe  of 
4<  the  king  of  Judah,  and  fpeak  there  this  word  ; 
iC  execute  ye  judgment  and  righteoufnefs,  and  de- 
“  liver  the  fpoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the  oppref- 
u  for  ;  and  do  no  wrong  ;  do  no  violence  to  the 
“  ftranger,  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widow  ;  neither 
“  Ihed  innocent  blood  in  this  place.’*  Then  adds, 
that  in  fo  doing  they  fhould  profper  ;  u  But  if  ye 
“  will  not  hear  thefe  words,  I  fwear  by  myfelf,  faith 
“  the  Lord,  that  this  houfe  fhall  become  a  defola- 
<c  tion,”  Jer.  xxii. 

The  king,  the  princes  and  rulers,  were  agreed  in 
oppreilion,  before  the  Babylonijh  captivity;  for  what¬ 
ever  courts  of  juftice  were  retained  amongfl  them  ; 
or  however  they  decided  matters  betwixt  men  of 
eftates,  it  is  plain  that  the  caufe  of  the  poor  was 
not  judged  in  equity. 

It  appears  that  great  men  amongfl:  the  Jews 
were  fully  refolved  to  have  flaves,  even  of  their 
own  brethren,  Jer.  xxxiv.  Notwithflanding  the 
promifes  and  threatenings  of  the  Lord,  by  the 
prophet,  and  their  folemn  covenant  to  fet  them 
free,  confirmed  by  the  imprecation  of  palling  be¬ 
tween  the  parts  of  a  calf  cut  in  twain  ;  intima¬ 
ting  by  that  ceremony,  that  on  breach  of  the  co¬ 
venant,  it  were  juft  for  their  bodies  to  be  fo  cut 
in  pieces — Yet  after  all,  they  held  faft  to  their 
old  cuftom,  and  called  home  the  fervants  whom 
they  had  fet  free — u  And  ye  were  now  turned, 
“  and  had  done  right  in  my  fight,  in  proclaiming 
“  liberty  every  man  to  his  neighbour ;  and  ye 

U  2  4C  had 
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<c  had  made  a  covenant  before  me,  in  the  houfe 
u  which  is  called  by  .my  name,  but  ye  turned, 
and  polluted  my  name,  and  caufed  every  man 
6C  his  fervant,  whom  he  had  fet  at  liberty  at  their 
u  pleafure,  to  return,  and  brought  them  into 
“  iubjedlion,  to  be  unto  you  for  fervants,  and  for 
cc  handmaids  :  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord, 
ye  have  not  hearkened  unto  me,  in  proclaim- 
“  ing  liberty  every  one  to  his  neighbour,  and 
6i  every  one  to  his  brother.  Behold  I  proclaim 
“  liberty  to  you,  faith  the  Lord,  to  the  fword,  to 
the  peftilence,  and  to  the  famine  ;  and  I  will 
“  make  you  to  be  removed  into  all  the  kingdoms 
u  of  the  earth — The  men  who  tranfgrelfed  my  co- 
46  venant  which  they  made,  and  palled  between 
“  the  parts  of  the  calf,  I  will  give  into  the  hands 
u  of  their  enemies,  and  their  dead  bodies  fhall  be 
“  for  meat  to  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and  the 
46  beafts  of  the  earth.” 

Soon  after  this  their  city  was  taken  and  burnt? 
the  king’s  fons  and  the  princes  (lain  ;  and  the  king, 
with  the  chief  men  of  his  kingdom,  carried  cap¬ 
tive  to  Babylon — Ezekiel ,  prophe lying  the  return  of 
that  people  to  their  own  land,  directs,  <c  Ye  fhall 
“  divide  the  land  by  lot,  for  an  inheritance  unto 
4t  you,  and  to  the  ftrangers  that  fojourn  amongft 
a  you  ;  in  what  tribe  the  ftranger  fojourns, 
a  there  fhall  ye  give  him  his  inheritance,  faith  the 
:CC  Lord  God.”  Nor  is  this  particular  direction, 
and  the  authority  with  which  it  is  enforced,  with¬ 
out  a  tacit  implication,  that  their  anceftors  had 
erred  in  their  condudt  towards  the  ftranger. 

Some 
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Some  who  keep  flaves,  have  doubted  as  to  the 
equity  of  the  practice ;  but  as  they  knew  men, 
noted  for  their  piety,  who  were  in  it,  this  they  fay, 
made  their  minds  eafy. 

To  lean  on  the  example  of  men  in  doubtful 
cafes,  is  difficult  :  For  only  admit,  that  thofe  meir 
were  not  faithful  and  upright  to  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree,  but  that  in  fome  particular  cafe  they  erred, 
and  it  may  follow  that  this  one  cafe  was  the  fame, 
about  which  w'e  were  in  doubt  ;  and  to  quiet 
our  minds  by  their  example,  may  be  dangerous 
to  ourfelves ;  and  continuing  in  it,  prove  a  flum- 
bling  block  to  tender-minded  people  who  fuc- 
ceed  us,  in  like  manner  as  their  examples  are  to 
11s. 


But  fuppofing  charity  was  their  only  motive, 
and  they  not  forefeeing  the  tendency  of  paying 
robbers  for  their  booty,  were  not  juftly  under  the 
imputation  of  being  partners  with  a  thief,  Prov. 
xxix.  24.  but  v/ere  really  innocent  in  what  they 
did,  are  we  allured  that  we  keep  them  with  the 
fame  views  they  kept  them?  If  we  keep  them 
from  no  other  motive  than  a  real  fenfe  of  duty, 
and  true  charity  governs  us  in  all  our  proceed¬ 
ings  toward  them,  we  are  fo  far  fafe  :  but  if  ano¬ 
ther  fpirit,  which  inclines  our  minds  to  the  ways 
of  this  world,  prevails  upon  us,  and  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  for  our  own  outward  gain  more  than  for 
their  real  happinefs,  it  will  avail  us  nothing  that 
fome  good  men  have  had  the  care  and  management 
of  Negroes. 


Since 
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Since  mankind  fpread  upon  the  earth,  many 
have  been  the  revolutions  attending  the  feveral 
families,  and  their  cuftoms  and  ways  of  life  dif¬ 
ferent  from  each  other.  This  diverfity  of  man¬ 
ners,  tho’  fome  are  preferable  to  others,  operates 
not  in  favour  of  any,  fo  far  as  tojuftify  them  to 
do  violence  to  innocent  men  ;  to  bring  them  from 
their  own  to  another  way  of  life.  The  mind, 
when  moved  by  a  principle  of  true  love,  may  feel 
a  warmth  of  gratitude  to  the  univerfal  father,  and 
a  lively  fympathy  with  thofe  nations,  where  divine 
Light  has  been  lefs  manifeft. 

This  defire  for  their  real  good  may  beget  a 
willingnefs  to  undergo  hardlhips  for  their  fakes, 
that  the  true  knowledge  of  God  may  be  fpread 
amongft  them  ;  But  to  take  them  from  their  own 
land,  with  views  of  profit  to  ourfelves,  by  means 
inconfiftent  with  purejuftice,  is  foreign  to  that 
principle  which  feeks  the  happinefs  of  the  whole 
creation.  Forced  fubjedtion,  of  innocent  perfons 
of  full  age,  is  inconfiftent  with  right  reafon  ;  on 
one  fide,  the  human  mind  is  not  naturally  fortified 
with  that  firmnefs  in  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  necef- 
fary  to  an  independent  ruler ;  on  the  other  fide, 
to  be  fubjedt  to  the  uncontroulable  will  of  a  man, 
liable  to  err,  is  moft  painful  and  afflicting  to  a  con- 
fcientious  creature. 

It  is  our  happinefs  faithfully  to  ferve  the  divine 
Being,  who  made  us  :  His  perfection  makes  our 
jervice  reafonable  ;  but  fo  long  as  men  are  biaffed 
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by  narrow  felf-love,  fo  long  an  abfolute  power 
over  other  men  is  unfit  for  them. 

Men,  taking  on  them  the  government  of  others, 
may  intend  to  govern  reafonably,  and  make  their 
fubje&s  more  happy  than  they  would  be  otherwife  ; 
but,  as  abfolute  command  belongs  only  to  him 
who  is  perfect,  where  frail  men,  in  their  own  wills, 
aifume  fuch  command,  it  hath  a  direct  tendency 
to  vitiate  their  minds,  and  make  them  more  unfit 

v 

for  government. 

**  >  y  '  * ’  T  \  *'  -  *  _  *  '  *  *  V*  -  '  ‘ 

Placing  on  men  the  ignominious  title  SLAVE, 
drefling  them  in  uncomely  garments,  keeping 
them  to  fervile  labour,  in  which  they  are  often 
dirty,  tends  gradually  to  fix  a  notion  in  the  mind, 
that  they  are  a  fort  of  people  below  us  in  nature, 
and  leads  us  to  confider  them  as  fuch  in  all  our 
conclufions  about  them.  And,  moreover,  a  per- 
fon  who  in  our  efteem  is  mean  and  contemptible, 
if  his  language  or  behaviour  toward  us  is  unfeem- 
ly  or  difrefpedlful,  it  excites  wrath  more  power¬ 
fully  than  the  like  eondudf  in  one  we  account¬ 
ed  our  equal  or  fuperior  ;  and  where  this  happens 
to  be  the  cafe,  it  difqualifies  for  candid  judgment ; 
for  it  is  unfit  for  a  perfon  to  fit  as  a  judge  in  a 
cafe  where  his  own  perfonal  refentments  are  ftir- 
red  up ;  and,  as  members  of  fociety  in  a  well¬ 
framed  government,  we  are  mutually  dependant. 
Prefent  interefl:  incites  to  duty,  and  makes  each 
man  attentive  to  the  convenience  of  others  ;  but 
he  whofe  will  is  a  law  to  others,  and  can  enforce 
obedience  by  punijfhment  j  he  whofe  wants  are 

fupplied 
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fupplted  without  feeling  any  obligation  to  make 
equal  return  to  his  benefactor,  his  irregular  ap^ 
petites  find  an  open  field  for  motion,  and  he  is  in 
danger  of  growing  hard,  and  inattentive  to  their 
convenience  who  labour  for  his  fupport ;  and  fo 

lofes  that  difpofition,  in  which  alone  men  are  fit  to 
govern. 

. 

I  [  •  *  -  0 

<  U  :T  J  A  .  >  '  >  *  \  '  -  V  «•,  -  •  •  .  - » 

*  *  X  ¥  '  '  %  i  '  i  *  .t  *  >  ;  ft  [  i 

The  Engli/h  government  hath  been  commended 
by  candid  foreigners  for  the  difufe  of  racks  and 
tortures,  fo  much  praCtiled  in  fome  Hates  ;  but 
this  multiplying  Haves  now  leads  to  it;  for  where 
people  exaCt  hard  labour  of  others,  without  a 
luitable  reward,  and  are  refolved  to  continue  in 
that  way,  feverity  to  fuch  who  oppofe  them  be¬ 
comes  the  confequence  ;  and  feveral  Negro  crimi¬ 
nals,  among  the  Engli/h  in  America ,  have  been  exe¬ 
cuted  in  a  lingering,  painful  way,  very  terrifying 
to  others.  '  ~  . 

t  s  •  :  *  •  * 

It  is  a  happy  cafe  to  fet  out  right,  and  perfevere 
in  the  fame  way  :  A  wrong  beginning  leads  into 
many  difficulties  ;  for  to  fupport  one  evil,  ano¬ 
ther  becomes  cuftomary  ;  two  produces  more  ;  and 
the  further  men  proceed  in  this  way,  the  greater 
their  dangers,  their  doubts  and  fears  ;  and  the 
more  painful  and  perplexing  *ire  their  circumftan- 
ces ;  fo  that  fuch  who  are  true  friends  to  the  real 
and  lafting  intereft  of  our  country,  and  candidly 
confider  the  tendency  of  things,  cannot  but  feel 
fome  concern  on  this  account. 


There 
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There  is  that  fuperiority  in  men  over  the  brute 
creatures,  and  fome  of  them  fo  manifellly  depend¬ 
ent  on  men  for  a  living,  that  for  them  to  ferve 
us  in  moderation,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  right  ufe 
of  things,  looks  confonant  to  the  defign  of  our 
Creator. 

Their  is  nothing  in  their  frame,  nothing  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  propagating  their  fpecies,  which  argues 
the  contrary;  but  in  men  there  is.  The  frame  of 
men’s  bodies,  and  the  difpofition  of  their  minds 
are  different  ;  fome,  who  are  tough  and  ftrong, 
and  their  minds  active,  chufe  ways  of  life  requir¬ 
ing  much  labour  to  fupport  them ;  others  are  foon 
weary ;  and  tho’  ufe  makes  labour  more  tolerable, 
yet  fome  are  lefs  apt  for  toil  than  others,  and 
their  minds  lefs  fprightly.  Thefe  latter  labouring 
for  their  fubfiftence,  commonly  chufe  a  life  eafy 
to  fupport,  being  content  with  a  little.  When 
they  are  weary  they  may  reft,  take  the  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  part  of  the  day  for  labour  ;  and  in  all 
cafes  proportion  one  thing  to  another,  that  their 
bodies  be  not  oppreffed. 

Now,  while  each  is  at  liberty,  the  latter  may 
be  as  happy,  and  live  as  comfortably  as  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  but  where  men  of  the  firft  fort  have  the  lat¬ 
ter  under  abfolute  command,  and  not  confidering 
the  odds  in  ftrength  and  firmnefs,  do,  fometimes, 
in  their  eager  purfuit,  lay  on  burdens  grievous  to 
be  borne  ;  they  by  degrees  grow  rigorous,  and  af- 
piring  to  greatnefs,  increafe  oppreffion,  and  the 
true  order  of  kind  Providence  is  fubverted. 


There 
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There  are  weaknefles  fometimes  attending  us, 
which  make  little  or  no  alteration  in  our  counte¬ 
nances,  nor  much  leffen  our  appetite  for  food,  and 
yet  fo  affett  us,  as  to  make  labour  very  uneafy. 
In  tuch  cafe,  mailers,  intent  on  putting  forward 
bufinefs,  and  jealous  of  the  fincerity  of  their  flaves, 
may  dilbelieve  what  they  fay,  and  grievoufly  afflitt 
them. 

Aftion  is  neceffary  for  all  men,  and  our  exhauft- 
jng  frame  requires  a  fupport,  which  is  the  fruit  of 
action.  The  earth  mull  be  laboured  to  keep  us 
alive :  Labour  is  a  proper  part  of  our  life ;  to  make 
one  anfwer  the  other  in  fome  ufeful  motion,  looks 
agreeable  to  the  defign  of  our  Creator.  Motion, 
rightly  managed,  tends  to  our  fatisfa&ion,  health 
and  fupport. 

Thofe  who  quit  all  ufeful  bufinefs,  and  live 
wholly  on  the  labour  of  others,  have  their  exer- 
cife  to  feek ;  fome  fuch  ufe  lefs  than  their  health 
requires ;  others  chufe  that  which,  by  the  circum- 
llances  attending  it,  proves  utterly  reverfe  to 
true  happinefs.  Thus,  while  fome  are  divers  ways 
diftrefled  for  want  of  an  open  channel  of  ufeful 
action,  thofe  who  fupport  them  figh,  and  are  ex- 
haufted  in  a  ftream  too  powerful  for  nature,  fpend- 
ing  their  days  with  too  little  ceflation  from  la¬ 
bour. 

\  •-  « 

•  :V 

Seed  fown  with  the  tears  of  a  confined,  op- 
prefled  people,  harveft  cut  down  by  an  over-borne 
difcon tented  reaper,  makes  bread  lefs  fweet  to 

the 
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the  tafte  of  an  honeft  man,  than  that  which  is  the 
produce,  or  juft  reward  of  fuch  voluntary  aCtion, 
which  is  one  proper  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  human 
creatures. 

Again,  the  weak  ftate  of  the  human  fpecies,  in 
bearing  and  bringing  forth  their  young,  and  the 
helplefs  condition  of  their  young  beyond  that  of 
other  creatures,  clearly  fhew  that  Perfect  Goodnefs 
defigns  a  tender  care  and  regard  fhould  be  exercif- 
ed  toward  them;  and  that  no  imperfect,  arbitrary 
power  fhould  prevent  the  cordial  effe&s  of  that 
fympathy,  which  is  in  the  minds  of  well-met  pairs 
to  each  other,  and  toward  their  offspring. 

In  our  fpecies  the  mutual  ties  of  affection  are 
more  rational  and  durable  than  in  others  below 
us  :  the  care  and  labour  of  raifing  our  offspring 
much  greater.  The  fatisfa&ion  arifing  to  us  in 
their  innocent  company,  and  in  their  advances 
from  one  rational  improvement  to  another,  is  con- 
fiderable,  when  two  are  thus  joined,  and  their 
affections  fincere.  It  however  happens  among 
flaves,  that  they  are  often  fituate  in  different 
places  ;  and  their  feeing  each  other  depends  on 
the  will  of  men,  liable  to  human  paffions,  and  a 
bias  in  judgment ;  who  with  views  of  felf-intereft, 
may  keep  them  apart  more  than  is  right.  Being 
abfent  from  each  other,  and  often  with  other 
company  there  is  a  danger  of  their  affections 
being  alienated,  jealoufies  arifing,  the  happinefs 
otherwife  refulting  from  their  offspring  fruftrated, 
end  the  comforts  of  marriage  deftroyed — Thefe 

things 
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things  being  confidered  clofely,  as  happening  to  a 
near  friend,  will  appear  to  be  hard  and  painful. 

He  who  reverently  obferves  that  goodnefs  mani- 
fefted  by  our  gracious  Creator  toward  the  various 
fpecies  of  beings  in  this  world,  will  fee,  that  in  our 
frame  and  conftitution  is  clearly  fhewn  that  inno¬ 
cent  men,  capable  to  manage  for  themfelves,  were 
not  intended  to  be  Haves. 

A  perfon  lately  travelling  amongfl  the  Negroes 
near  Senegal,  hath  this  remark  ;  (<m  Which  way  fo- 
ever  I  turned  my  eyes  on  this  pleafant  fpot,  I 
beheld  a  perfect  image  of  pure  nature  ;  an 
agreeable  folitude,  bounded  on  every  fide  by 
“  charming  landfcapes,  the  rural  fituation  of  cot¬ 
tages  in  the  midft  of  trees.  The  eafe  and  indo- 
“  lence  of  the  Negroes  reclined  under  the  fhade 
u  of  their  fpreading  foliage ;  the  fimplicity  of  their 
cc  drefs  and  manners  ;  the  whole  revived  in  my 
fc  mind  the  idea  of  our  firft  parents,  and  I  feemed 
u  t0  contemplate  the  world  in  its  primitive  ftate/* 
M.  Adanfon,  page  55. 

Some  Negroes  in  thefe  parts,  who  have  had  an 
agreeable  education,  have  manifefted  a  brightnefs 
of  underftanding  equal  to  many  of  us.  A  remark 
of  this  kind  we  find  in  Bofman ,  page  328.  u  The 
“  Negroes  of  Fida ,  faith  he,  are  fo  accurately  quick 
“  in  their  merchandize  accounts,  that  they  eafily 
iC  reckon  as  juftly  and  quickly  in  their  heads  only, 
“  as  we  with  the  affiftance  of  pen  and  ink,  tho*  the 
fum  amounts  to  feveral  thoufands.” 
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Through  the  force  of  long  cuftom,  it  appears 
needful  to  fpeak  in  relation  to  colour — Suppofe  a 
white  child,  born  of  parents  of  the  meaneft  fort, 
who  died  and  left  him  an  infant,  falls  into  the 
hands  of  a  perfon,  who  endeavours  to  keep  him  a 
(lave,  fome  men  would  account  him  an  unjuft  man 
in  doing  fo,  who  yet  appear  eafy  while  many  black 
people,  of  honeft  lives,  and  good  abilities,  are  en- 
flaved,  in  a  manner  more  (hocking  than  the  cafe 
here  fuppofed.  This  is  owing  chiefly  to  the  idea 
of  flavery  being  connected  with  the  black  colour, 
and  liberty  with  the  white — and  where  falfe  ideas 
are  twitted  into  our  minds,  it  is  with  difficulty  we 
get  fairly  difentangled. 

* 

A.  traveller,  in  cloudy  weather,  mifleth  his  way, 
makes  many  turns  while  he  is  loft ;  (till  forms  in 
his  mind,  the  bearing  and  fituation  of  place,  and 
though  the  ideas  are  wrong,  they  fix  as  faft  as  if 
they  were  right.  Finding  how  things  are,  we  fee 
our  mifcake  ;  yet  the  force  of  reafon,  with  re¬ 
peated  obfervations  on  places  and  things,  do  not 
foon  remove  thefe  falfe  notions,  fo  fattened  upon 
us,  but  it  will  feem  in  the  imagination  as  if  the 
annual  courfe  of  the  fun  was  altered  ;  and  though 
by  recolledion,  we  are  allured  it  is  not,  yet  thole 
ideas  do  not  fuddenly  leave  us. 

Selfifhnefs  being  indulged,  clouds  the  under- 
ftanding;  and  where  felfifh  men,  for  a  long  time, 
proceed  on  their  way,  without  oppofition,  the  de- 
ceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs  gets  fo  rooted  in 
their  intellects,  that  a  candid  examination  of  things 

relating 
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tion  of  things  relating  to  felf-intereft  is  prevented 
and  in  this  circumflance,  feme  who  would  not 
agree  to  make  a  Have  of  a  perfon  whofe  colour  rs 
like  their  own,  appear  eafy  in  making  Haves  of 
others  of  a  different  colour,  though  their  under- 
ftandings  and  morals  are  equal  to  the  generality  of 
men  of  their  own  colour* 

The  colour  of  a  man  avails  nothing,  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  right  and  equity.  Confider  colour  in  re¬ 
lation  to  treaties;  by  fuch,  difputes  betwixt  nati¬ 
ons  are  fometimes  fettled.  And  fhould  the  father 
of  us  all  fo  difpofe  things,  that  treaties  with  black 
men  fhould  fometimes  be  neceffary,  how  then 
would  it  appear  amongft  the  princes  and  ambafla- 

dors,  to  infift  on  the  prerogative  of  the  white  co¬ 
lour? 

/ 

"W  hence  is  it  that  men,  who  believe  in  a  righte¬ 
ous  omnipotent  Being,  to  whom  all  nations  ftand 
equally  related,  and  equally  accountable,  remain 
fo  eafy  in  it ;  but  for  that  the  ideas  of  Negroes  and 
llaves  are  fo  interwoven  in  the  mind,  that  they  do 
not  difcufs  this  matter  with  that  candour  and  free- 
dom  of  thought,  which  the  cafe  juftly  calls  for  ? 

To  come  at  a  right  feeling  of  their  condition, 
requires  humble  ferious  thinking;  for,  in  their 
prefent  fituation,  they  have  but  little  to  engage 
our  natural  affeftion  in  their  favour. 

Had  we  a  fon  or  a  daughter  involved  in  the 
fame  cafe,  in  which  many  of  them  are,  it  would 

alarm 
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alarm  us,  and  make  us  feel  their  condition  without 
ieeking  for  it.  The  adverfity  of  an  intimate  friend 
will  incite  our  companion,  while  others,  equally 

good,  in  the  like  trouble,  will  but  little  afFed  us. 

» 

Again,  the  man  in  worldly  honour,  whom  we 
confider  as  our  fuperior,  treating  us  with  kindnefs 
and  generofity,  begets  a  return  of  gratitude  and 
friendfhip  toward  him.  We  may  receive  as  great 
benefits  from  men  a  degree  lower  than  ourfelves, 
in  the  common  way  of  reckoning,  and  feel  our- 
felves  lefs  engaged  in  favour  of  them.  Such  is  our 
condition  by  nature ;  and  thefe  things  being  nar¬ 
rowly  watched  and  examined,  will  be  found  to 

center  in  felf-love. 

•  / 

The  blacks  feem  far  from  being  our  kinsfolks, 
and  did  we  find  an  agreeable  difpofition  and 
found  underftanding  in  fome  of  them,  which  ap¬ 
peared  as  a  good  foundation  for  a  true  friendfhip 
between  us,  the  difgrace  arifing  from  an  open 
friendfhip  with  a  perfon  of  fo  vile  a  flock,  in  the 
common  efteem,  would  naturally  tend  to  hinder 
it — They  have  neither  honours,  riches,  outward 
magnificence,  nor  power ;  their  drefs  courfe,  and 
often  ragged ;  their  employ  drudgery,  and  much 
in  the  dirt :  they  have  little  or  nothing  at  com¬ 
mand  ;  but  rnufl  wait  upon  and  work  for  others, 
to  obtain  the  neceflaries  of  life;  fo  that  in  their 
prefent  fituation,  there  is  not  much  to  engage  the 
friendfhip  or  move  the  affe&ion  of  felfifh  men, 
but  fuch  who  live  in  the  fpirit  of  true  charity,  to 

fympathize 
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fympathize  with  the  afflided  in  the  loweft  ftations 
of  life,  is  a  thing  familiar  to  them. 

Such  is  the  kindnefs  of  our  Creator,  that  peo¬ 
ple,  applying  their  minds  to  found  wifdom,  may, 
in  general,  with  moderate  exercife,  live  comforta¬ 
bly,  where  no  mifapplied  power  hinders  it _ We 

in  thefe  parts  have  caufe  gratefully  to  acknowledge 
it.  But  men  leaving  the  true  ufe  of  things,  thfir 
lives  are  lefs  calm,  and  have  lefs  of  real  happinefs 

•  in  them. 

Many  are  defirous  of  purchafing  and  keeping  • 
Haves,  that  they  may  live  in  fome  meafure  con¬ 
formable  to  thole  cuftoms  of  the  times,  which 
have  in  them  a  tindure  of  luxury  ;  for  when  we, 
in  the  leafh  degree,  depart  from  that  ufe  of  the 
creatures,  for  which  the  Creator  of  all  things  in¬ 
tended  them,  there  luxury  begins. 

•  ' 

And  if  we  eonfider  this  way  of  life  ferioufly, 
we  fhall  fee  there  is  nothing  in  it  Efficient  to  in¬ 
duce  a  wife  man  to  chufe  it,  before  a  plain,  fimple 
way  of  living.  If  we  examine  {lately  buildings 
and  equipage,  delicious  food,  fuperfine  cloaths, 
hlks  and  linens  ;  if  we  eonfider  the  fplendour 
ot  choice  metal  fattened  upon  raiment,  and  the 
mof!  fhowy  inventions  of  men  ;  it  will  yet  appear 
that  the  humble-minded  man,  who  is  contented 
with  the  true  ufe  of  houfes,  food  and  garments,, 
and  chearfully  exercifeth  himfelf  agreeable  to  his 
ftaticn  in  civil  fociety,  to  earn  them,  afts  more 
reafonably,  and  difeovers  more  foundnefs  of  un¬ 
demanding 
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derftanding  in  his  conduct,  than  fuch  who  lay  hea¬ 
vy  burdens  on  others,  to  fupport  themfelves  in  a 
luxurious  way  of  living. 

George  Buchanan ,  in  his  hiftory  of  Scotland ,  page 
62,  tells  of  fome  ancient  inhabitants  of  Britain , 
who  were  derived  from  a  people  that  “  had  a  way 
of  marking  their  bodies,  as  fome  faid,  with  inftru- 
ments  of  iron,  with  a  variety  of  pi&ures,  and  with 
animals  of  all  fhapes,  and  v/ear  no  garments,  that 
they  fhould  not  hide  their  pictures;  and  were 
therefore  called  Pitts” 

Did  we  fee  thofe  people  fhrink  with  pain,  for  a 
confiderable  time  together,  under  the  point  or  edge 
of  this  iron  inftrument,  and  their  bodies  all  bloody 
with  the  operation  ;  did  we  fee  them  fometimes  na¬ 
ked,  fuffering  with  cold,  and  refills  to  put  on  gar¬ 
ments,  that  thofe  imaginary  enfigns  of  grandeur 
might  not  be  concealed,  it  is  likely  we  fhould  pi¬ 
ty  their  folly,  and  fondnefs  for  thofe  things;  bftt 
if  we  candidly  compare  their  conduct,  in  that  cafe, 
with  fome  conduft  amongft  ourfelves,  will  it  not 
appear  that  our  folly  is  the  greateft? 

In  truegofpelfimplicity,  free  from  all  wrong  ufe 
of  things,  a  fpirit  which  breathes  peace  and  good 
will  is  cherifhed  ;  but  when  we  afpire  after  imagin¬ 
ary  grandeur,  and  apply  to  felfifh  means  to  attain 
our  end,  this  defire,  in  its  original,  is  the  fame  with 
the  Pitts ,  in  cutting  figures  on  their  bodies  ;  but  the 
evil  confequences  attending  our  proceedings  are 
the  greateft.  , 
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A  covetous  mind,  which  feeks  opportunity  to 
exalt  ltfelf,  is  a  great  enemy  to  true  harmony  in  a 
country  :  envy  and  grudging  ufually  accompany 
this  difpofuion^  and  it  tends  to  ftir  up  its  likenefs  in 
others.  And  where  this  difpofition  arifeth  fo  high, 
as  to  embolden  us  to  look  upon  honeft  induftrious 
men  as  our  own  property  during  life,  and  to  keep 
them  to  liaid  labour,  to  fupport  us  in  thofe  cuftoms 
which  have  not  their  foundation  in  right  reafon  ; 
or  to  ufe  any  means  of  oppreffion  ;  a  haughty  fpi- 
rit  is  cherifhed  on  one  fide,  and  the  defire  of  re¬ 
venge  frequently  on  the  other,  ’till  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land  are  ripe  for  great  commotion  and  trou¬ 
ble  ;  and  thus  luxury  and  oppreffion  have  the  feeds 
of  war  and  defolation  in  them. 


Some  account  of  the  Slave-Trade. 

From  the  writings  of  perfons  who  have  been 
at  the  places  where  they  are  firft  purchaf- 
ed,  viz. 

O  SMA  N  on  Guinea ,  who  was  a  fadlor  for  the 
Dutch  about  fixteen  years  in  that  country, 
(page  339)  thus  remarks:  “  Eiit  fince  I  have  fo 
tc  often  mentioned  that  commerce,  I  fhall  defcribe 
“  how  it  is  managed  by  our  faftors.  The  firfl 
“  bufmefs  of  one  of  our  fa£tors,  when  he  comes  to 
“  Fida ,  is  to  fatisfy  the  cultoms  of  the  king,  and 
“  the  great  men,  which  amounts  to  about  one  hun- 
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u  dred  pounds,  in  Guinea  value,  as  the  goods  muft 
u  fell  there.  After  which  we  have  free  licence  to 
44  trade,  which  is  publifhed  throughout  the  whole 
44  land  by  the  cryer.  And  yet  before  we  can  deal 
44  with  any  perfon,  we  are  obliged  to  buy  the  king’s 
44  whole  flock  of  flaves,  at  a  fet  price;  which  is  com- 
44  monly  one-third  or  fourth  higher  than  ordinary. 
44  After  which,  we  have  free  leave  to  deal  with  all 
44  his  fubjeds,  of  what  rank  foever.  But  if  there 
44  happen  to  be  no  flock  of  Haves,  the  fador  muft 
44  refolve  to  run  the  rifk  of  trufting  the  inhabitants 
44  with  goods,  to  the  value  of  one  or  two  hundred 
44  flaves  ;  which  commodities  they  fend  into  the  in- 
44  land  country,  in  order  to  buy  with  them  flaves  at 
44  all  markets,  and  that  fometimes  two  hundred 
44  miles  deep  in  the  country  :  For  you  ought  to  be 
44  informed,  that  markets  of  men  are  here  kept  in 
44  the  fame  manner  as  thole  of  beafts  are  with  us. 

44  Moft  of  the  flaves  which  are  offered  to  us,  are 
44  prifoners  of  war,  which  are  fold  by  the  vidors 
44  as  their  booty — When  thefe  flaves  come  to  Fida , 
44  they  are  put  in  prifons  all  together;  and  when  we 
44  treat  concerning  them,  they  are  all  brought'out 
44  in  a  large  plain,  where,  by  our  furgeons,  whofe 
44  province  it  is,  they  are  thoroughly  examined, 
44  even  to  the  fmalleft  member,  and  that  naked, 
44  both  men  and  women,  without  the  leaft  diftinc- 
44  tion  or  modefty.  Thofe  which  are  approved  as 
44  good,  are  fet  on  one  fide.  The  invalids  and 
44  maimed  being  thrown  out,  the  remainder  are 
44  numbered,  and  it  is  entered  who  delivered  them  : 
44  in  the  mean  while  a  burning  iron,  with  the  arms 
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“  or  name  of  the  company,  lies  in  the  fire,  with 
u  which  ours  are  marked  on  the  breatt.  This  is 
u  done  that  we  may  diftinguifh  them  from  the  Haves 
“  of  the  Englijh ,  French ,  or  others.  When  we  have 
“  agreed  with  the  owners  of  the  Haves,  they  are 
u  returned  to  their  prifons,  where  from  that  time 
“  forward,  they  are  kept  at  our  charge,  coft  us 
44  two-pence  a  day  a  Have,  which  ferves  to  fubfift 
44  them,  like  our  criminals,  on  bread  and  water  : 
44  fo  that  to  fave  charges,  we  fend  them  on  bqard 
44  ourfhips  the  firft  opportunity ;  before  which  their 
64  mailers  flrip  them  of  all  they  have  on  their  backs, 
44  fo  that  they  come  on  board  Hark  naked,  as  well 
44  women  as  men  •  in  which  condition  they  are  o- 
44  bliged  to  continue,  if  the  matter  of  the  {hip  is  not 
44  fo  charitable  (which  he  commonly  is)  as  to  beftow 
44  fomething  on  them,  to  cover  their  nakednefs.” 

•  • 

Same  author,  page  310.  44  The  inhabitants  of 
44  Popo ,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Goto,  depend  on  plunder, 
44  and  the  Have-trade,  in  both  which  they  very  much 
44  exceed  the  latter  ;  for  being  endowed  with  more 
44  courage,  they  rob  more  fuccefsfully,  and  by  that- 
44  means  increafe  their  trade  :  notwithftanding 
44  which,  to  freight  a  veffel  with  Haves,  requires 
44  fome  months  attendance.  In  the  year  1697,  in 
44  three  days  time  I  could  get  but  three  Haves  ;  but 
44  they  allured  me,  that  if  I  would  have  patience  for 
44  other  three  days  only,  they  fhould  be  able  tode- 
44  liver  one  or  two  hundred.” 

Bofman ,  page  440.  44  We  caft  anchor  at  cape- 

44  Mmirada,  but  notone  Negroe coming  on  board, 

I  went 
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M  I  went  on  (bore ;  and  being  defirous  to  be  inform- 
lc  ed  why  they  did  not  come  on  board,  was  anfwer-^ 
“  ed,  That  about  two  months  before,  the  Englijh 
had  been  there  with  two  veffels,  and  had  ravaged 
cc  the  country,  deftro)7ed  all  their  canoes,  plundered 
*c  their  houfes,  and  carried  off  fome  of  their  people 
“  for  flaves  ;  upon  which  the  remainder  fled  to  the 
“  inland  country.  They  tell  us,  they  live  in  peace 
u  with  all  their  neighbours,  and  have  no  notion  of 
u  any  other  enemy  than  the  Englijh ;  of  which  nati- 
u  on  they  had  taken  fome  then  :  and  publickly  der 
“  dared,  that  they  would  endeavour  to  get  as  ma- 
“  ny  of  them,  as  the  two  mentioned  fhips  had  car- 
«  ried  off  of  their  natives.  Thefe  unhappy  Englijh 
u  were  in  danger  of  being  facrificed  to  the  memo- 
u  ry  of  their  friends,  which  fome  of  their  nation 
4£  carried  off,” 


EXTRACTS  from  a  colle£tior>  of  Voyages. 

VoL  I, 

H  E  author,  a  popifh  miflionary,  fpeaking 
JL  of  his  departing  from  the  Negroe  country 
to  Brazil ,  faith,  cc  I  remember  the  duke  of  Bamhay 
(a  Negroe  chief)  one  day  fent  me  feveral  blacks,  to 
be  my  flaves,  which  I  would  not  accept  of ;  but 
fent  them  back  to  him.  I  afterwards  told  him,  I  came 
not  into  his  country  to  make  flaves  ;  but  rather  to 
deliver  thofe  from  the  flavery  of  the  devil,  whom 

he 
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he  kept  in  miferable  thraldom.  The  fhip  I  went 
aboard  was  loaded  with  elephants  teeth,  and  Haves, 
to  tne  number  of  fix  hundred  and  eighty  men,  wo¬ 
men  and  children.  It  was  a  pitiful  fight  to  behold 
how  all  thefe  people  were  beftowed.  The  men 
were  Handing  in  the  hold,  fattened  one  to  another 
with  Hakes,  for  fear  they  fhould  rife  and  kill  the 
whites  :  the  women  were  between  the  decks,  and 
thofe  that  were  with  child  in  the  great  cabbin  :  the 
children  in  the  fleerage,  preffed  together  like  her¬ 
rings  in  a  barrel ;  which  caufed  an  intolerable  heat 
and  Hench.”  Page  50 7. 

“  It  is  now  time  (faith  the  fame  author)  to  fpeak 
of  a  brutifh  cuftom  thefe  people  have  amongR 
them  in  making  Haves  ;  which  I  take  not  to  be 

lawful  for  any  perfon  of  a  good  confcience  to 
buy.”—. 

He  then  defcribes  how  women  betray  men  into 
flavery,  and  adds,  u  There  are  others  going  up  into 
the  inland  country,  and,  thro5  pretence  oi  jurifdic- 
tion,  feize  men  upon  any  trifling  offence,  and  fell 
them  for  Haves.”  Page  537. 

The  author  of  this  treatife,  converfing  with  a 
perfon  of  good  credit,  was  informed  by  him  that 
in  his  youth  while  in  England ,  he  was  minded  to 
come  to  America ,  and  happening  on  a  velfel  bound 
for  Guinea ,  and  from  thence  into  America ,  he, 
with  a  view  to  fee  Africa ,  went  on  board  her, 
and  continued  with  them  in  their  voyage,  and  fo 
came  into  this  country.  Among  other  circum- 

Hances, 
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fiances  he  related  thefe  :  “  They  purchafed  on  the 
coaft  about  three  hundred  flaves  :  fome  of  them 
he  underftood  were  captives  of  war ;  fome  ftolen 
by  other  negroes  privately — When  they  had  got 
many  flaves  on  board,  but  were  ftill  on  that  coaft, 
a  plot  was  laid  by  an  old  Negroe,  notwithftanding 
the  men  had  irons  on  their  hands  and  feet,  to  kill 
the  Englijh  and  take  the  veffel ;  which  being  di Co¬ 
vered,  the  man  was  hanged,  and  many  of  the 
flaves  made  to  fhoot  at  him  as  he  hung  up.” 

“  Another  Have  was  charged  with  having  a  de- 
fign  to  kill  the  Englijh ;  and  the  captain  fpoke  to 
him  in  relation  to  the  charge  brought  againft  him, 
as  he  flood  on  deck ;  whereupon  he  immediately 
threw  himfelf  into  the  fea,  and  was  drowned,” 

“  Several  Negroes,  confined  on  board,  were,  he 
faid,  fo  extremely  uneafy  with  their  condition, 
that  after  many  endeavours  ufed,  they  could  never 
make  them  eat  nor  drink,  after  they  came  into  the 
veffel ;  but  in  a  defperate  refolution  flarved  them- 
felves  to  death,  behaving  toward  the  Taft  like  mad¬ 
men.  ” 

i  •  . . 

.  • 

In  Randal's  Geography,  printed  1744,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  “  That  in  a  time  of  full  peace  nothing  is 
more  common  than  for  the  Negroes  of  one  nation 
to  {teal  thofe  of  another,  and  fell  them  to  the 
Europeans .  It  is  thought  that  the  Englijh  tranfmk 
annually  near  fifty  thoufand  of  thefe  unhappy 
creatures  ;  and  the  other  European  nations  together, 
about  two  hundred  thoufand  more.” 


It 


H  ; 


JJ{ 

f  |||'  ] 


j  i 


i! 


1  'r-'i  ;  '  ■ 

jJP  M 


*  1 


•»l 


CONSIDERATIONS  on  the 


It  is  through  the  goodnefs  of  God  that  the  re¬ 
formation  from  grofs  idolatry  and  barbarity  hath 
been  tnus  far  effected  ;  if  we  confider  our  condi¬ 
tions  as  chriftians,  and  the  benefits  we  enjoy,  and 
compare  them  with  the  condition  of  thofe  people, 
and  confider  that  our  nation  trading  with  them  for 
their  country  produce,  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  imparting  ufeful  inftru&ions  to  them,  and  re¬ 
member  that  but  little  pains  have  been  taken  there¬ 
in,  it  mull  look  like  an  indifference  in  us — But 
when  we  refleft  on  a  cuftom  the  moft  Blocking  of 
<my  amongft  them,  and  remember  that,  with  a 
view  to  outward  gain,  we  have  joined  as  parties 
in  it  ;  that  our  concurrence  with  them  in  their 
barbarous  proceedings,  has  tended  to  harden  them 
m  cruelty,  and  been  a  means  of  increafmg  cala¬ 
mities  in  their  country;  we  muft  own  that  herein 
we  have  adted  contrary  to  thofe  worthies  whofe 
lives  and  fubftance  were  fpent  in  propagating  truth 
and  righteoufnefs  amongft  the  heathen.  When 
Sauh  by  the  hand  of  Deog ,  flew  fourfcore  priefts 
at  once,  he  had  a  jealoufy  that  one  of  them  at  leaft 
was  confederate  with  David ,  whom  he  confidered 
as  his  enemy — Herod  flaying  all  the  male  children 
in  Bethlehem  of  two  years  old  and  under,  was  an 
ad  of  uncommon  cruelty  ;  but  he  fuppofed  there 
was  a  male  child  there,  within  that  age,  who  was 
likely  to  be  king  of  the  Jews,  and  finding  no 
way  to  deftroy  him  but  by  deftroying  them  all, 
thought  this  the  moft  effectual  means  to  fecure 
the  kingdom  to  his  own  family. 
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When  the  fentence  againft  the  proteftants  of 
Marindol  &c*  in  France,  was  put  in  execution, 
great  numbers  of  people  fled  to  the  wildernefs; 
amongft  whom  where  ancient  people,  women 
great  with  child,  and  others  with  babes  in  their 
arms,  who  endured  calamities  grievous  to  relate, 
and  in  the  end  fome  perifhed  with  hunger,  and 
many  were  deftroyed  by  fire  and  fword  ;  but  they 
had  this  objection  againD  them.  That  they  obfti- 
nateiy  perfifted  in  oppofition  to  holy  mother 
church,  and  being  hefeticks,  it  was  right  to  work 
their  ruin  and  extirpation,  and  raze  out  their  me¬ 
mory  from  among  men.  Fox's  Ads  and  Monu¬ 
ments,  page  646. 

.  .•  t  '  '  *  ■  1  •« 

In  favour  of  thofe  cruelties,  every  one  had  what 
they  deemed  a  plea — Thefe  fcenes  of  blood  and 
cruelty  among  the  barbarous  inhabitants  of  Guinea , 
are  not  lefs  terrible  than  thofe  now  mentioned. 
They  are  continued  from  one  age  to  another,  and 
we  make  ourfelves  parties  and  fellow-helpers  in 
them  ;  nor  do  I  fee  that  we  have  any  plea  in  our 
favour  more  plaufible  than  the  plea  of  Saul ,  of  He¬ 
rod,  or  the  French ,  in  thofe  Daughters. 

Many  who  are  parties  in  this  trade,  by  keeping 
Daves  with  views  of  felf-intereft,  were  they  to  go  as 
foldiers  in  one  of  thefe  inland  expeditions  to  catch 
Daves,  they  muft  necelfarily  grow  diffatisfied  with 
fuch  employ,  or  ceafe  to  profefs  their  religious  prin¬ 
ciples.  And  though  the  firfl  and  mod  finking  part 
of  the  fcene  is  done  at  a  great  diftance,  and  by  o~ 
ther  hands,  yet  every  one  who  is  acquainted  with 
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the  circumftances,  and  notwithftanding  joins  in  it 
for  the  fake  of  gain  only,  mtift,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  chargeable  with  the  others. 

Should  we  confider  ourfelves  prefent  as  fpeclators, 
when  cruel  Negroes  privately  catch  innocent  child¬ 
ren,  who  are  employed  in  the  fields;  hear  their  la¬ 
mentable  cries,  under  the  moft  terrifying  apprehen- 
fions  ;  or  fhould  we  look  upon  it  as  happening  in 
our  own  families,  having  our  children  carried  off 
by  favages,  we  muft  needs  own,  that  fuch  proceed¬ 
ings  are  contrary  to  the  nature  of  chriftianity  : 
fhould  we  meditate  on  the  wars  which  are  greatly 
increafed  by  this  trade,  and  on  that  affliction  which 
many  thoufands  live  in,  through  apprehenfions  of 
being  taken  or  flain ;  on  the  terror  and  amazement 
that  villages  are  in,  when  furrounded  by  thefe 
troops  of  enterprizers ;  on  the  great  pain  and  mife- 
ry  of  groaning  dying  men,  who  get  wounded  in 
thofe  fkirmifhes  ;  we  fhall  neceffarily  fee,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  be  parties  in  fuch  trade,  on  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  gain,  and  retain  our  innocence. 

Should  we  confider  the  cafe  of  multitudes  of 
thofe  people,  who  in  a  fruitful  foil,  and  hot  climate, 
with  a  little  labour,  raife  grain,  roots  and  pulfe  to 
eat ;  fpin  and  weave  cotton,  and  fallen  together 
the  large  feathers  of  fowls,  to  cover  their  naked- 
nefs;  many  of  whom  in,  much  fimplicity,  live  in- 
offenfively  in  their  cottages,  and  take  great  com¬ 
fort  in  raifmg  up  children. 


Should 
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Should  we  contemplate  on  their  circumftances, 
when  fuddenly  attacked,  and  labour  to  underftand 
their  inexprellible  anguifh  of  foul,  who  furvive  the 
conflict  :  fhould  we  think  on  inoffenfive  women, 
who  fled  at  the  alarm,  and  at  their  return  law  that 
village,  in  which  they  and  their  acquaintance  were 
raifed  up,  and  had  pleafantly  fpent  their  youthful 
days,  now  lying  in  a  gloomy  defolation  ;  fome 
{hocked  at  finding  the  mangled  bodies  of  their  near 
friends  amongft  the  flain  ;  others  bemoaning  the 
abfence  of  a  brother,  a  After,  a  child  or  a  whole 
family  of  children,  who  by  cruel  men,  are  bound 
and  carried  to  market,  to  be  fold,  without  the  leaft 
hopes  of  feeing  them  again  :  add  to  this,  the 
afflidted  condition  of  thefe  poor  captives,  who  are 
feparated  from  family  connections,  and  all  the 
comforts  arifing  from  friendfhip  and  acquaintance, 
carried  amongft  a  people  of  a  ftrange  language,  to 
be  parted  from  their  fellow  captives,  put  to  labour 
in  a  manner  more  fervile  and  wearifome  than  what 
they  were  ufed  to,  with  many  forrowful  circum¬ 
ftances  attending  their  flavery ;  and  we  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  fee,  that  it  belongs  not  to  the  followers  of 
Chrift  to  be  parties  in  fuch  a  trade,  on  the  motives 
of  outward  gain. 

Though  there  were  wars  and  defolation  among 
the  Negroes,  before  the  Europeans  began  to  trade 
there  for  flaves,  yet  now  the  calamities  are  greatly 
increafed,  fo  many  thoufands  being  annualy  brought 
from  thence ;  and  we,  by  purchafing  them,  with 
views  of  felf-intereft,  are  become  parties  with  them, 
$nd  acceffary  to  that  increafe. 
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In  this  cafe,  we  are  not  joining  againft  an  enemy 
who  is  fomenting  difcords  on  our  continent,  and 
ufmg  ail  polTible  means  to  make  Haves  of  us  and 
our  children  ;  but  againft  a  people  who  have  not 
injured  us. 

If  thofe  who  were  fpoiled  and  wronged,  fhould 
at  length  make  Haves  of  their  oppreffors,  and  conti¬ 
nue  Ha  very  to  their  pofterity,  it  would  look  rigor¬ 
ous  to  candid  men  :  But  to  aCt  that  part  toward  a 
people,  when  neither  they  nor  their  fathers  have 
injured  us,  hath  fomething  in  it  extraordinary,  and 
requires  our  ferious  attention. 

Our  children  breaking  a  bone;  getting  fo  bruifed, 
that  a  leg  or  an  arm  muft  be  taken  off ;  loft  for 
a  few  hours,  fo  that  we  defpair  of  their  being 
found  again ;  a  friend  hurt,  fo  that  he  dieth  in  a 
day  or  two;  thefe  move  us  with  grief ;  and  did  we 
attend  to  thefe  fcenes  in  Africa ,  in  like  manner  as 
if  they  were  tranfaCted  in  our  prefence  ;  and  fympa- 
thife  with  the  Negroes,  in  all  their  afflictions  and 
miferies,  as  we  do  with  our  children  or  friends  :  we 
would  be  more  careful  to  do  nothing  in  any  degree 
helping  forward  a  trade  productive  of  fo  many, 
and  fo  great  calamities.  Great  diftance  makes  no¬ 
thing  in  our  favour— To  willingly  join  with  un- 
righteoufnefs,  to  the  injury  of  men  who  live  feme 
thoufand  miles  off,  is  the  fame  in  fubftance,  as  join¬ 
ing  with  it  to  the  injury  of  our  neighbours. 

In  the  eye  of  pure  juftice,  aCtions  are  regarded 
according  to  the  fpirit  and  difpofition  they  arife 

from 
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from :  Some  evils  are  accounted  fcandalous,  and 
the  defire  of  reputation  may  keep  felfifh  men  from 
appearing  openly  in  them  ;  but  he  who  is  fhy  on 
that  account,  and  yet  by  indirect  means  promotes 
that  evil,  and  fhares  in  the  profit  of  it,  cannot  be 
innocent. 

He  who,  with  a  view  to  felf-intereft,  buys  a  flave, 
made  fo  by  violence,  and  only  on  the  ftrength  of 
fuch  purchafe  holds  him  a  flave,  thereby  joins  hands 
with  thofe  who  committed  that  violence,  and  in  the 
nature  of  things  becomes  chargeable  with  guilt. 

Suppofe  a  man  wants  a  flave,  and  being  in  Guinea , 
goes  and  hides  by  the  path  where  boys  pafs  from 
one  little  town  to  another,  and  there  catches  one 
the  day  he  expeds  to  fail ;  and  taking  him  on  board, 
brings  him  home,  without  any  aggravating  circum- 
ltances.  Suppofe  another  buys  a  man,  taken  by 
them  who  live  by  plunder  and  the  Have-trade  : 
they  often  fteal  them  privately,  and  often  fhed 
much  blood  in  getting  them.  He  who  buys  the 
Haves  thus  taken,  pays  thofe  men  for  their  wick- 
ednefs,  and  makes  himfelf  party  with  them. 

Whatever  nicety  of  diftindion  there  may  be,  be¬ 
twixt  gr,oing  in  perfon  on  expeditions  to  catch  Haves, 
and  buying  thofe,  with  a  view  to  felf-intereft, 
which  others  have  taken  ;  it  is  clear  and  plain  to  an 
upright  mind,  that  fuch  diftindion  is  in  words.,  not 
in  fubftance ;  for  the  parties  are  concerned  in  the 
fame  work,  and  have  a  neceffary  connedion  with, 
and  dependance  on,  each  other;  for  were  there  none 

to 
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to  purchafe  Haves,  they  who  live  by  ftealing  and 
telling  them,  would  of  confequence  do  lefs  at  it. 

Some  would  buy  a  Negroe  brought  from  Guinea , 
with  a  view  to  felf-intereft,  and  keep  him  a  Have, 
who  yet  would  feem  to  fcruple  to  take  arms,  and 
join  with  men  employed  in  taking  Haves. 

4 

Others  have  civil  Negroes,  who  were  born  in  our 
country,  capable  and  likely  to  manage  well  for 
themfelves  ;  whom  they  keep  as  Haves,  without  e- 
ver  trying  them  with  freedom,  and  take  the  profit 
of  their  labour  as  a  part  of  their  eftates,  and  yet 
dilapprove  bringing  them  from  their  own  country. 

If  thofe  Negroes,  had  come  here,  as  merchants, 
with  their  ivory  and  gold  drift,  in  order  to  trade 
with  us,  and  Home  powerful  perfon  had  took  their 
eftedts  to  himfelf  and  then  put  them  to  hard  la¬ 
bour,  and  ever  after  confidered  them  as  Haves,  the 
adlion  would  be  looked  upon  as  unrighteous. 

Thofe  Negroe  merchants  having  children  after 
their  being  among  us,  whofe  endowments  and  con¬ 
duct  were  like  other  people’s  in  common,  if  on  their 
attaining  to  mature  age,  and  requefting  to  have 
their  liberty,  they  fhould  be  told  they  were  born  in 
flavery,  and  were  lawful  Haves,  and  therefore  their 
requeft  fhould  be  denied ;  fuch  condudt  toward  them, 
would  be  looked  upon  as  unfair  and  oppreflive. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  relating  to  home-born  Ne¬ 
groes,  whofe  underftanding  and  behaviour  are  as 
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good  as  common  among  other  people,  if  we  have 
any  claim  to  them  as  flaves,  that  claim  is  ground¬ 
ed  on  their  being  children  or  offspring  of  flaves, 
who,  in  general,  were  made  fuch  through  means  as 
unrighteous,  and  attended  with  more  terrible  cir- 
cumftances  than  the  cafe  laft  fuppofed  ;  fo  that  when 
we  trace  our  claim  to  the  bottom,  thefe  home-born 
Negroes  having  paid  for  their  education,  and  given 
reafonably  fecurity  to  thofe  who  owned  them,  in 
cafe  of  their  becoming  chargeable,  we  have  no  more 
equitable  right  to  their  fervice,  than  we  fhould  if 
they  were  the  children  of  honeft  merchants  who 
came  from  Guinea  in  an  Englijh  veffel  to  trade  with 
us. 

If  we  claim  any  right  to  them  as  the  children  of 
flaves,  v/e  build  on  the  foundation  laid  by  them, 
who  made  flaves  of  their  anceftors  ;  fo  that  of  ne- 
ceffity  we  muft  either  juftify  the  trade,  or  relinquifh 
our  right  to  them,  as  being  the  children  of  flaves. 

Why  fhould  it  feem  right  to  honeft  men  to  make 
advantage  by  thefe  people  more  than  by  others  ? 
Others  enjoy  freedom,  and  receive  wages  equal  to 
their  work,  at  or  near  fuch  time  as  they  have  dif- 
charged  the  equitable  obligations  they  are  under 
to  thofe  who  educated  them — Thefe  have  made 
no  contract  to  ferve  •  been  no  more  expenfive  in 
raifing  up  than  others,  and  many  of  them  appear 
as  likely  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  freedom  as  other 
people  ;  which  way  then  can  an  honeft  man  with¬ 
hold  from  them  that  liberty,  which  is  the  free  gift 
of  the  Moft  High  to  his  rational  creatures? 
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The  upright  in  heart  cannot  fucceed  the  wicked 
in  their  wickednefs  ;  nor  is  it  confonant  to  the  life 
they  live,  to  hold  fafl  an  advantage  unjuflly  gained. 

The  Negroes  who  live  by  plunder,  and  the  Have- 
trade,  fteal  poor  innocent  children,  invade  their 
neighbours  territories,  and  fpill  much  blood  to  get 
thefe  Haves  :  And  can  it  be  poflible  for  an  honeft 
man  to  think  that,  with  a  view  to  felf-intereft,  we 
may  continue  Havery  to  the  offspring  cf  thefe  un¬ 
happy  fufferers,  merely  becaufe  they  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Haves,  and  not  have  a  fhare  of  his  guilt  ? 

It  is  granted  by  many,  that  the  means  ufed  in 
getting  them  are  unrighteous,  and  that  buying 
them,  when  brought  here,  is  wrong  ;  yet  as  fetting 
them  free  is  attended  with  fome  difficulty,  they  do 
not  comply  with  it ;  but  feem  to  be  of  opinion* 
that  to  give  them  food  and  raiment,  and  keep 
them  fervants,  without  any  other  wages,  is  the  befl 
way  to  manage  them,  that  they  knov?  of:  And 
hoping  that  their  children  after  them  will  not  be 
cruel  to  the  Negroes,  conclude  to  leave  them  as 
Haves  to  their  children. 

While  prefent  outward  interefl  is  the  chief  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  attention,  we  fhall  feel  many  objections 
in  our  minds  againft  renouncing  cur  claim  to 
them,  as  the  children  of  Haves  ;  for  being  prepof- 
feffed  with  wrong  opinions,  prevents  our  feeing 
things  clearly,  which,  to  indifferent  perfons,  are 
cafy  to  be  feen. 
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Suppofe  a  perfon  feventy  years  paft,  in  low  cir- 
cumftances,  bought  a  Negroe  man  and  woman, 
and  that  the  children  of  fuch  perfon  are  now  weal¬ 
thy,  and  have  the  children  of  fuch  Haves.  Admit 
that  the  firft  Negroe  man  and  his  wife  did  as  much 
bufinefs  as  their  matter  and  miftrefs,  and  that  the 
children  of  the  flaves  have  done  fome  more  than 
their  young  matters :  fuppofe,  on  the  whole,  that 
the  expence  of  living  has  been  lefs  on  the  Negroes 
fide,  than  on  the  other  (all  which  are  no  improb¬ 
able  fuppofitions)  it  follows,  that  in  equity,  thcfe 
Negroes  have  a  right  to  a  part  of  this  increafe : 
that  fhould  fome  difficulties  arife  on  their  being  fet 
free,  there  is  reafon  for  us  patiently  to  labour 
through  them. 

As  the  condud  of  men  varies,  relating  to  civil 
fociety ;  fo  different  treatment  is  juftly  due  to  them. 
Indifcreet  men  occafion  trouble  in  the  world  ;  and 
it  remains  to  be  the  care  of  fuch,  who  feek  the 
good  of  mankind,  to  admonilh  as  they  find  occa¬ 
fion. 

The  flothfulnefs  of  fome  of  them,  in  providing 
for  themfelves  and  families,  it  is  likely,  would  re¬ 
quire  the  notice  of  their  neighbours*,  nor  is  it  un¬ 
likely  that  fome  would,  with  juftice,  be  made  fer- 
vants,  and  others  punifhed  for  their  crimes.  Pure 
juftice  points  out  to  each  individual  their  due  ;  but 
to  deny  a  people  the  privilege  of  human  creatures, 
on  a  fuppofition,  that,  being  free,  many  of  them 
would  be  troublefome  to  us,  is  to  mix  the  condition 
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of  good  and  bad  men  together,  and  treat  the 
whole  as  the  worft  of  them  deferve. 

yli  we  ferioufly  confider,  that  liberty  is  the  right 
of  innocent  men  ;  that  the  mighty  God  is  a  refuge 
for  the  opprefled  ;  that  in  reality  we  are  indebted 
to  them  ;  that  they  being  fet  free,  are  ftill  liable 
to  the  penalties  of  our  laws,  and  as  likely  to  have 
punifhment  for  their  crimes  as  other  people :  This 
may  anfwer  all  our  obje&ions.  And  to  retain  them 
in  perpetual  fervitude,  without  juft  eaufe  for  it,  will 
produce  effedts,  in  the  event,  more  grievous  than 
fetting  them  free  would  do,  when  a  real  love  to 
truth  and  equity  was  the  motive  to  it. 

Our  authority  over  them  ftands  originally  in  a 
purchafe  made  from  thofe  who  as  to  the  general, 
obtained  theirs  by  unrighteoufnefs.  Whenever  we 
have  reeourfe  to  fuch  authority,  it  tends  more  or 
lefs  to  obftrudt  the  channels,  through  which  the 
perfedt  plant  in  us  receives  nourifhment. 

There  is  a  principle,  which  is  pure,  placed  in 
the  human  mind,  which  in  different  places  and  ages 
hath  had  different  names  ;  it  is,  however,  pure,  and 
proceeds  from  God — -It  is  deep,  and  inward,  con¬ 
fined  to  no  forms  of  religion,  nor  excluded  from 
any,  where  the  heart  ftands  in  perfedl  fincerity.  In 
whomfoever-  this  takes  root,  and  grows,  of  what 
nation  foever,  they  become  brethren,  in  the  beft 
lenfe  of:  the  exprefUon;  Ufing  ourfelves  to  take 
ways  which  appear  moft  eafy  to  us,  when  ineonfift- 
ent  with  that  purity,  which  is  without  beginning. 
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we  thereby  fet  up  a  government  of  our  own,  and 
deny  obedience  to  him,  whofe  fervice  is  true  liberty* 

He  that  hath  a  fervant,  made  fo  wrongfully, 
and  knows  it  to  be  fo,  when  he  treats  him  otherwife 
than  a  free  man,  when  he  reaps  the  benefit  of  his 
labour,  without  paying  him  fueh  wages  as  are  rea- 
fonably  due  to  freemen  for  the  like  fervice,  cloaths 
excepted;  thefe  things,  tho’  done  in  calmnefs,  with¬ 
out  any  fhew  of  diforder,  do  yet  deprave  the  mind 
in  like  manner,  and  with  as  great  certainty,  as 
prevailing  cold  congeals  water.  Thefe  fteps  taken 
by  mafters,  and  their  conduct  ftriking  the  minds 
of  their  children  whilft  young,  leave  lefs  room  for 
that  which  is  good  to  work  upon  them.  The  cus¬ 
toms  of  their  parents,  their  neighbours,  and  the 
people  with  whom  they  converfe,  working  upon 
their  minds;  and  they,  from  thence  conceiving  ideas 
of  things,  and  modes  of  conduct,  the  entrance  into 
their  hearts  becomes,  in  a  great  meafure,  fhut  up 
againft  the  gentle  movings  of  uncreated  purity. 

From  one  age  to  another,  the  gloom  grows 
thicker  and  darker,  ’till  error  gets  eftablifhed  by 
general  opinion  ;  that  whoever  attends  to  perfect 
goodnefs,  and  remains  under  the  melting  influence 
of  it,  finds  a  path  unknown  to  many,  and  fees  the 
neceflity  to  lean  upon  the  arm  of  divine  ftrength, 
and  dwell  alone;  or  with  a  few  in  the  right,  com¬ 
mitting  their  caufe  to  him,  who  is  a  refuge  for  his 
people  in  all  their  troubles. 

Y  2  Where, 
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Where,  through  the  agreement  of  a  multitude^ 
fome  channels  of  juftice  are  flopped,  and  men  may 
fupport  their  charaClers  as  juft  men,  by  being 
juft  to  a  party,  there  is  great  danger  of  contracting 
an  alliance  with  that  fpirit,  which  Hands  in  oppo- 
pofition  to  the  God  of  love,  and  fpeads  difcord, 
trouble,  and  vexation  among  fuch  who  give  up 
to  the  influence  of  it. 

Negroes  are  our  fellow-creatures,  and  their  pre- 
fent  condition  amongft  us  requires  our  ferious 
conftderation.  We  know  not  the  time  when  thofe 
fcales,  in  which  mountains  are  weighed,  may  turn. 
The  Parent  of  mankind  is  gracious  :  His  care  is 
over  his  fmalleft  creatures  ;  and  a  multitude  of 
men  efcape  not  his  notice  ;  And  though  many  of 
them  are  trodden  down,  and  defpifed,  yet  he  re¬ 
members  them  :  He  feeth  their  affliction,  and  look- 
eth  upon  the  fpreading  increafing  exaltation  of  the 
oppreffor.  He  turns  the  channels  of  power,  hum¬ 
bles  the  moft  haughty  people,  and  gives  deliverance 
to  the  opprefled,  at  fuch  periods  as  are  confiftent 
with  his  infinite  juftice  and  goodnefs.  And  where- 
ever  gain  is  preferred  to  equity,  and  wrong  things 
publickly  encouraged  to  that  degree,  that  wicked- 
nefs  takes  root,  and  fpreads  wide  amongft  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  a  country,  there  is  real  caufe  for  for- 
row  to  all  fuch,  whofe  love  to  mankind  Hands  on 
a  true  principle,  and  who  wifely  confider  the  end 
and  event  of  things. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


J[  mind  hath  often  been  affected  with  forrow 
1  1  on  account  of  the  prevailing  of  that  fpirit , 
which  leads  from  an  humble  waiting  on  the  in¬ 
ward  teaching  of  Chrif ,  to  purfue  ways  of  liv- 
ing,  attended  with  unneceffary  labour ,  and 
which  draws  forth  the  minds  of  many  people  to 
feek  a.fter  outward  power,  and  to  firive  for  riches , 
which  frequently  introduce  cppreffion,  and  bring 
forth  wars  and  grievous  calamities. 


It  is  with  reverence  that  1  acknowledge  the 
mercies  of  our  heavenly  Father ,  who ,  in  infinite 
love,  did  vifit  me  in  my  youth ,  and  wrought  a 
belief  in  me,  that  through  true  obedience  a  fiate 
of  inward  purity  may  be  known  in  this  life,  in 
which  we  may  love  mankind  in  the  fame  love  with 
which  our  Redeemer  loveth  us,  and  therein  learn 
refignation  to  endure  hard/hips,  for  the  real  good 
of  others. 


“  While  the  eye  is  Jingle ,  the  whole  body  is  full 
“  of  light,  iv  at.  vi.  22.  but  for  want  of  this, 
felfijh  defires,  and  an  imaginary  fuperiority ,  dark¬ 
en  the  mind ;  hence  injufiice frequently  proceeds ; 
and  where  this  is  the  cafe,  to  convince  the  judg¬ 
ment,  is  the  mofl  effedlual  remedy. 


Where  violent  meafures  are  purfue d  in  oppofing 
injufiice,  the  pajfiions,  and  refentments  f  the  in¬ 
jured,  frequently  operate  in  the  profecution  of 
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their  defigns ;  and,  after  confiAs  produfl ive  of 
very  great  calamities,  the  minds  of  contending 
parties  tften  remain  as  little  acquainted  with  the 
pure  principle  of  divine  love ,  as  they  were  before  % 
but  where  people  walk  in  that  pure  light  in 
which  all  their  “  works  are  wrought  in  God.” 
John  iii.  21.  and,  under  oppreffion,  perfevere  in 
the  meek  Jpirit,  and  abide  frm  in  the  cauje  of 
truth,  without  ablively  complying  with  opprejfve 
demands ,  through  thoje  the  Lord  hath  often  ma - 
nifejled  his  power,  in  opening  the  underjl an  dings 
Gf  others,  to  the  promoting  righteoufnejs  in  the 
earth. 

A  time ,  I  believe  is  coming,  wherein  this  di¬ 
vine  work  willjo  fpread  and  prevail,  that  “  Na- 
“  tion  Jhall  not  lift  up  Jword  againjl  nation,  nor 
“  learn  war  any  more  Ifaiah  ii.  4.  And  as 
we,  through  the  tender  mercies  of  God,  do  feel 
that  this  precious  work  is  begun ,  l  am  concerned 
to  encourage  my  brethren  and  fiflers  in  a  holy  care 
atid  diligence,  that  each  of  us  may  fo  live  under 
the fandlifying  power  of  truth  as  to  be  redeemed 
from  all  unneceffary  cares  that  our  eye  being 
fngle  to  him ,  no  cufoms ,  however  prevalent , 
which  ar:  contrary  to  the  wifdom  from  above, 
may  hinder  us  from  faithfully  following  his  holy 
leadings,  in  whatjoeyer  he  may  graicujly  appoint 
for  us.  ' 

CO  N- 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
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PURE  WISDOM, 
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HUMAN  POLICY. 

TO  have  our  truft  fettled  in  the  Lord,  and  not 
to  feek  after,  nor  defire  outward  treafures, 
any  further  than  his  holy  fpirit  leads  us  therein, 
is  a  happy  ftate,  as  faith  the  prophet,  “  Bleffed  is 
“  the  man  that  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and  vvhofe 
“  hope  the  Lord  is.” 

Pure  wifdom  leads  people  into  lowlinefs  of  mind, 
in  which  they  learn  refignation  to  the  divine  will, 
and  contentment  in  fuffering  for  his  caufe,  when 
they  cannot  keep  a  clear  confcience  without  fuf¬ 
fering. 

\  ' 

I  * 

In  this  pure  wifdom  the  mind  is  attentive  to  the 
root,  and  original  fpring  of  motions  and  defires  ; 
and  as  we  know  the  Lord  to  be  our  refuge,”  and 
find  no  fafety,  but  in  humbly  walking  before  him  j 
we  feel  an  holy  engagement,  that  every  defire  which 
leads  therefrom  may  be  brought  to  judgment. 

While  we  proceed  in  this  precious  way,  and  find 
ardent  longings  for  a  full  deliverance  from  every 

thing 
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thing  which  defiles,  all  profpe&s  of  gain,  that  are 
not  confiftent  with  the  wifdom  from  above,  are 
confidered  as  fnares,  and  an  inward  concern  is  felt, 
that  we  may  live  under  the  crofs,  and  faithfully 
attend  to  that  holy  fpirit,  which  is  fufficient  to  pre- 
ferve  out  of  them. 

When  I  have  confidered  that  faying  of  Chrift, 
Mat.  vi.  1 9,  “  Lay  not  up  for  yourfelves  treafures 
“  upon  earth,”  his  omnipotence  hath  often  occur¬ 
red  to  my  mind. 

While  we  believe  that  he  is  every  where  prefent 
with  his  people,  and,  that  perfect  goodnefs,  wifdom 
and  power,  are  united  in  him,  how  comfortable  is 
the  confideration, 

Our  wants  may  be  great,  but  his  power  is  great¬ 
er.  We  may  be  opprelfed  and  defpifed,  but  he  is 
able  to  turn  our  patient  fufferings  into  profit  to 
ourfelves,  and  to  the  advancement  of  his  work  on 
earth.  His  people,  who  feel  the  power  of  his  crofs,  to 
crucify  all  that  is  felfifh  in  them;  who  are  engaged 
in  outward  concerns,  from  a  convincement  that  it 
is  their  duty,  and  refign  themfelves,  and  their  trea¬ 
fures,  to  him;  thefe  feel  that  it  is  dangerous  to  give 
way  to  that  in  us,  -which  craves  riches  and  great- 
nefs  in  this  world. . 

As  the  heart,  truly  contrite,  earneftly  defires 
lc  to  know  Chrift,  and  the  fellowfhip  of  his  fuffer- 
**  ings,”  Phil.  iii.  io.  fo  far  as  the  Lord  for  graci¬ 
ous  ends  may  lead  into  them  ;  as  fuch,  feel  that 
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it  is  their  intereft  to  put  their  truft  in  God,  and  to 
feek  no  gain  but  that  which  he,  by  his  holy  fpirit, 
leads  into  ;  fo,  on  the  contrary,  they  who  do  not 
reverently  wait  for  this  divine  teacher,  and  are  not 
humbly  concerned,  according  to  their  meafure, 

to  fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  afflictions 
“  °f  Chrifl,”  Col.  i.  24,  in  patiently  buffering  for  the 
promoting  righteoulnefs  in  the  earth  ;  but  have  an 
eye  toward  the  power  of  men,  and  the  outward 
advantage  of  wealth,  thefe  are  often  attentive  to 
thofe  employments  which  appear  profitable,  even 
though  the  gains  arife  from  fuch  trade  and  bufinefs 
which  proceeds  from  the  workings  of  that  fpirit, 
which  is  eftranged  from  the  felf-denying  life  of  an 
humble  contrite  chriftian. 

While  I  write  on  this  fubjeCt,  I  feel  my  mind 
tenderly  affefted  toward  thofe  honeftly  difpofed 
people,  who  have  been  brought  up  in  employments 
attended  with  thofe  difficulties. 

To  fuen  I  may  fay,  in  the  feeling  of  our  heaven¬ 
ly  Father’s  love,  and  number  myfelf  with  you,  O 
that  our  eyes  may  be  Angle  to  the  Lord  !  May  we 
reverently  wait  on  him  for  ftrength,  to  lay  abide  all 
unneceffary  expence  of  every  kind,  and  learn  con¬ 
tentment  in  a  plain  Ample  life. 

May  we,  in  lowiinefs,  fubmit  to  the  leadings  of 
his  fpirit,  and  enter  upon  any  outward  employ 
which  he  gracioufly  points  out  to  us,  and  then 
whatever  difficulties  arife,  in  confequence  of  our 
faithfulnefs,  I  truft  they  will  work  for  our  good. 

Small 
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Small  treafure  to  a  refigned  mind  is  fufficient. 
How  happy  is  it  to  be  content  with  a  little,  to  live 
in  humility,  and  feel  that  in  us,  which  breathes 
out  this  language,  Abba  !  Father. 

If  that,  called  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  had  no 
refemblance  of  true  wifdom,  the  name  of  wifdom, 

I  fuppole,  had  not  been  given  to  it. 

As  wafting  outward  fubftance,  to  gratify  vain 
defires,  on  one  hand  ;  fo  flothfulnefs  and  neglett, 
on  the  other,  do  often  involve  men  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  in  trouble,  and  reduce  them  to  want  and  dif- 
trefs;  to  ftnrn  both  thefe  oppofite  vices,  is  good  in 
itfelf,  and  hath  a  refemblance  ©f  wifdom;  but  while 
people  thus  provident,  have  it  principally  in  view 
to  get  riches,  and  power,  and  the  friendfhip  of  this 
world,  and  do  not  humbly  wait  for  the  fpirit  of  truth 
to  lead  them  in  purity  ;  thefe  through  an  anxious 
care  to  obtain  the  end  defired,  reach  forth  for  gain 
in  worldly  wifdom,  and  in  regard  to  their  inward 
ftate,  fall  into  divers  temptations  and  fnares.  And 
though  fuch  may  think  of  applying  wealth  to  good 
purpofes,  and  to  ufe  their  power  to  prevent  oppref- 
fion,  yet  wealth  and  power  is  often  applied  other- 
wife  ;  nor  can  we  depart  from  the  leadings  of  our 
holy  lhepherd,  without  going  into  confufion. 

Great  wealth  is  frequently  attended  with  power, 
which  nothing  but  divine  love  can  qualify  the 
mind  to  ufe  rightly  ;  and,  as  to  the  humility,  and 
uprightnefs  of  our  children,  after  us,  how  great  is 
the  uncertainty  !  If,  in  acquiring  wealth,  we  take 
hold  on  the  wifdom  which  is  from  beneath,  and  de¬ 
part 
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part  from  the  leadings  of  truth,  and  example  our 
children  herein,  we  have  great  caufe  to  apprehend, 
that  wealth  may  be  a  fnare  to  them  ;  and  prove 

an  injury  to  others,  over  whom  their  wealth  may 
give  them  power, 

i  i 

To  be  redeemed  from  that  wifdom  which  is  from 
beneath,  and  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  is  a 
precious  fituation  ;  thus  his  people  are  brought  to 
put  their  truft  in  him  ;  and,  in  this  humble  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  wifdom,  goodnefs  and  power,  the 
righteous  find  a  refuge  in  adverfities,  fuperior  to 
the  greateft  outward  helps,  and  a  comfort  more, 
pertain  than  any  wordly  advantages  can  afford. 


On  L  A  B  O  U  R. 

piAVING,  from  my  childhood,  been  ufed  to  bo¬ 
dily  labour  for  a  living,  I  may  exprefs  my 
experience  therein. 


Right  exercife  affords  an  innocent  pleafure  in 
the  time  of  it,  and  prepares  us  to  enjoy  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  reft ;  but,  from  the  extremes  each  way,  a- 
rife  inconveniencies. 

Moderate  exercife  opens  the  pores,  gives  the 
blood  a  lively  circulation,  and  the  better  enables 
us  to  judge  rightly  refpedling  that  portion  of  la¬ 
bour  which  is  the  true  medium. 


“  The  fowls  of  the  air  fow  not,  nor  gather  into 
“  barns,  yet  our  heavenly  Father  feedeth  them,” 

■  Matt, 
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Matt.  vi.  26  j  nor  do  I  believe  that  infinite  goodnefs 
and  power  would  have  allotted  labour  to  us,  had  he 
not  feen  that  labour  was  proper  for  us  in  this  life. 


The  original  defign,  and  true  medium  of  labour, 
is  a  fubjeft,  that,  to  me*  appears  worthy  of  our 
ferious  confideration. 


Idle  men  are  often  a  burden  to  themfelves,  neg- 
left  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  families,  and  become 
burdenfome  to  others  ^lfo. 


As  outward  labour,  direfted  by  the  wifdom  from 
above,  tends  to  our  health,  and  adds  to  our  hap- 
pinefs  in  this  life  ;  fo,  on  the  contrary,  entering 
upon  it  in  a  felfifh  fpirit,  and  purfuing  it  too  long, 
or  too  hard,  has  a  contrary  effedh 


I  have  obferved,  that  too  milch  labour  not  onlv 
makes  the  underftanding  dull,  but  fo  intrudes  upon 
the  harmony  of  the  body,  that,  after  ceafing  from 
our  toil,  we  have  another  to  pafs  through,  before 
we  can  be  fo  compofed  as  to  enjoy  the  fweetnefs 
of  reft. 


✓ 


From  too  much  labour  in  the  heat,  frequently 
proceeds  immoderate  fweats,  which  do  often,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  open  the  way  for  diforders,  and  impair  our 
confutations. 


When  we  go  beyond  the  true  medium,  and  feel 
wearinefs  approaching,  but  think  bufinefs  may  fuf- 
fer  if  w'e  ceafe,  at  fuch  a  time  fpirituous  liquors  are 

frequently 
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frequently  taken,  with  a  view  to  fupport  nature 
under  thefe  fatigues.  ' 

I  have  found  that  too  much  labour,  in  the  fum- 
mer,  heats  the  blood;  that  taking  ftrong  drink  to 
fupport  the  body  under  fuch  labour,  increafeth  that 
heat,  and  though  a  perfon  may  be  fo  far  temperate 
as  not  to  manifeft  the  leaft  diforder,  yet  the  mind,  in 
fuch  a  circumftance,  doth  not  retain  that  calmnefs 
and  ferenity,  which  wefhould  endeavour  to  live  in. 

Thus  toiling  in  the  heat,  and  drinking  ftrong  li¬ 
quor,  makes  men  more  refolute,  and  lefs  confider- 
ate,  and  tends  very  much  to  difqualify  them  from 
fuccefsfully  following  him  who  is  meek  and  low  of 
heart. 

As  laying  out  bufmefs,  more  than  is  confiftent 
with  pure  wifdom,  is  an  evil,  fo  this  evil  frequently 
leads  into  more.  Too  much  bufmefs  leads  to  hurry. 
In  the  hurry  and  toil,  too  much  ftrong  drink  is  often 
ufed,  and  hereby  many  proceed  to  noife  and  wan- 
tonnefs,  and  fome,  tho*  more  confiderate,  do  often 
fuffer  lofs,  as  to  a  true  compofednefs  of  mind. 

I  feel  fincere  defires  in  my  heart,  that  no  rent,  nor 
intereft,  might  be  laid  fo  high  as  to  be  a  fnare  to 
tenants.  That  no  defires  of  gain  may  draw  any  too 
far  in  bufmefs.  That  no  cares  to  fupport  cuftoms* 
which  have  not  their  foundation  in  pure  wifdom, 
may  have  place  in  our  minds,  but  that  we  may  build 
on  the  fure  foundation,  and  feel  our  holy  fhepherd 
to  lead  us,  who  alone  is  able  to  preferve  us,  and 
bring  forth  from  every  thing  that  defiles. 


Having 


Having  feveral  times,  in  my  travels,  had  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  obferve  the  labour  and  manner  of  life  of 
great  numbers  of  ilaves,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
true  medium  is  lamentably  neglected  by  many, 
who  affign  them  their  portion  of  labour. 

Without  faying  much  at  this  time,  concerning 
buying  and  felling  men  for  term  of  life,  who  have 
as  juft  a  right  to  liberty  as  we  have,  nor  about  the 
great  miferies,  and  effufion  of  blood,  confequent  to 
promoting  the  Have-trade ;  and  to  fpeak  as  favour¬ 
ably  as  may  be,  with  regard  to  continuing  thofe  in 
bondage  who  are  amongft  us,  we  cannot  fay  there 
is  no  partiality  in  it :  For,  whatever  tendernefs  may 
be  manifefted  by  individuals  in  their  life  time,  to¬ 
ward  them,  yet  for  people  to  be  tranfmitted  from 
a  man  to  his  profperity,  in  the  helplefs  condition  of 
Haves,  appears  inconfiftent  with  the  nature  of  the 
gofpel  fpirit.  From  fuch  proceedings  it  often  fol¬ 
lows,  that  perfons  in  the  decline  of  life,  are  deprived 
of  monies  eqitably  due  to  them,  and  committed  to 
the  care,  and  fubjedted  to  the  abfolute  power  of 
young  unexperienced  men,  who  know  but  little 
about  the  weaknefs  of  old  age,  nor  underftand  the 
language  of  declining  life. 

Where  parents  give  their  eftates  to  their  children, 
and  then  depend  on  them  for  a  maintenance,  they 
fometimes  meet  with  great  inconveniencies ;  but  if 
the  power  of  pofleflion,  thus  obtained,  doth  often 
reverfe  the  obligations  of  gratitude  and  filial  duty, 
and  makes  manifeft,  that  youth  are  often  ignorant 
of  the  language  of  old  age,  how  hard  is  the  cafe 
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of  ancient  Negroes,  who,  deprived  of  the  wages  e~ 
quitably  due  to  them,  are  left  to  young  people, 
who  have  been  ufed  to  look  upon  them  as  their 
inferiors. 

For  men  to  behold  the  fruits  of  their  labour 
withheld  from  them,  and  poffeffed  by  others,  and 
in  old  age,  find  themfelves  deftitute  of  thofe  com¬ 
fortable  accommodations,  and  that  tender  regard 
which  their  time  of  life  requires : 

When  they  feel  pains,  and  ftiffnefs  in  their  joints 
and  limbs,  weaknefs  of  appetite,  and  that  a  little 
labour  is  wearifome,  and  ftill  behold  themfelves  in 
the  neglected  uncomfortable  condition  of  a  Have, 
and,  oftentimes*  to  a  young  unfympathifing  man* 

For  men  to  be  thus  treated,  from  one  generati¬ 
on  to  another,  who,  befides  their  own  diftrefles* 
think  on  the  flavery  entailed  on  their  pofterity,  and 
are  grieved !  What  difagreeable  thoughts  muft  they 
have  of  the  profeffed  followers  of  Jefus  !  and  how 
moft  their  groans  afcend  to  that  almighty  being, 
who  u  will  be  a  refuge  for  the  opprefred,”  Pfaim 
ix.  9. 
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Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
them  not ,  for  of  fitch  is  the  kingdom  of  Gody  Mark 
x.  1 4. 

TO  encourage  children  to  do  thingo  with  a  view 
to  get  praife  of  men,  to  me  appears  an  ob- 
Itruftion  to  their  being  inwardly  acquainted  with 
the  fpirit  of  truth.  For  it  is  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  direct  the  mind  to  God,  that  in  all  pro¬ 
ceedings  we  may  have  a  fingle  eye  to  him.  To  give 
alms  in  fecret,  to  fait  in  fecret,  and  labour  to  keep 
clear  of  that  difpofition  reproved  by  our  Saviour, 
“  But  all  their  works  they  do  for  to  be  feen  of 
“  men.”  Matt,  xxiii.  5. 

1 

That  d  ivine  light  which  enlightens  all  men,  I 
believe  does  often  fhine  in  the  minds  of  children 
very  early,  and  to  humbly  wait  for  wifdom,  that 
our  condudt  toward  them  may  tend  to  forward 
their  acquaintance  with  it,  and  ftrengthen  them  in 
obedience  thereto,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  duty  on 
all  of  us. 

By  cherifhing  the  fpirit  of  pride,  and  the  love  of 
praife  in  them,  I  believe  they  may  fometimes  im¬ 
prove  falter  in  learning,  than  other  wife  they  would; 
but  to  take  meafures  to  forward  children  in  learn¬ 
ing,  which  naturally  tend  to  divert  their  minds 
from  true  humility,  appears  to  me  to  favour  of 
the  wifdom  of  this  world. 

Z  If 
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If  tutors  are  not  acquainted  with  fandlificatiori 
of  fpirit,  nor  experienced  in  an  humble  waiting  for 
the  leadings  of  truth,  but  follow  the  maxims  of 
the  wdidom  of  this  world,  fuch  children  who  are 
under  their  tuition,  appear  to  me  to  be  in  danger 
of  imbibing  thoughts,  and  apprehenfions,  reverfe 
to  that  meeknefs,  and  lowlinefs  of  heart,  which  is 
neceflary  for  all  the  true  followers  of  Chrift. 

Children  at  an  age  fit  for  fchools,  are  in  a  time 
of  life  which  requires  the  patient  attention  of  pious 
people,  and  if  we  commit  them  to  the  tuition  of 
fuch,  whofe  minds’we  believe  are  not  rightly  pre¬ 
pared  to  u  train  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
“  monition  of  the  Lord,”  we  are  in  danger  of  not 
adting  the  part  of  faithful  parents  toward  them  ; 
for  our  heavenly  father  doth  not  require  us  to  do 
evil,  that  good  may  come  of  it  ;  and  it  is  needful 

j 

that  we  deeply  examine  ourfelves,  left  we  get  en¬ 
tangled  in  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  and  through 
wrong  apprehenfions,  take  fuch  methods  in  educa¬ 
tion,  as  may  prove  a  great  injury  to  the  minds  of 
our  children. 

It  is  a  lovely  fight  to  fee  innocent  children  !  and 
when  they  are  fent  to  fuch  fchools  where  their  ten¬ 
der  minds  are  in  imminent  danger  of  being  ledaftray 
by  tutors,  who  do  not  live  a  felf-denying  life,  or  by 
the  converfation  of  fuch  children,  who  do  not  live 
in  innocence,  it  is  a  cafe  much  to  be  lamented. 

While  a  pious  tutor  hath  the  charge  of  no  more 
children  than  he  can  take  due  care  of,  and  keeps 

his 
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his  authority  in  the  truth,  the  good  fpirit  in  which 
he  leads  and  governs,  works  on  the  minds  of  fuch 
who  are  not  hardened,  and  his  labours  not  only  tend 
to  bring  them  forward  in  outward  learning,  but  to 
open  their  underflandings  with  refpedt  to  the  true 
chriftian  life  ;  but  where  a  perfon  hath  charge  of 
too  many,  and  his  thoughts  and  time  are  fo  much 
employed  in  the  outward  affairs  of  his  fchool,  that 
he  does  not  fo  weightily  attend  to  the  fpirit  and  con¬ 
duct  of  each  individual,  as  to  be  enabled  to  admi- 
nifler  rightly  to  all  in  due  feafon  ;  through  fuch  o- 
miflion  he  not  only  fuffers,  as  to  the  ftate  of  his 
own  mind,  but  the  minds  of  the  children  are  in 
danger  of  fuffering  alfo. 

i 

To  watch  the  fpirit  of  children,  to  nurture  them 
in  gofpel  love,  and  labour  to  help  them  againft  that 
which  would  mar  the  beauty  of  their  minds,  is  a 
debt  we  owe  them  ;  and  faithful  performance  of 
our  duty,  not  only  tends  to  their  lading  benefit, 
and  our  own  peace,  but  alfo  to  render  their  com¬ 
pany  agreeable  to  us. 


m 


I 


Inftrudion  thus  adminiftred,  reaches  the  pure 
witnefs  in  the  minds  of  children  who  are  not  har¬ 
dened,  and  begets  love  in  them  toward  thofe  who 
thus  lead  them  on  ;  but  where  too  great  a  number 
are  committed  to  a  tutor,  and  he,  through  much 
cumber,  omits  a  careful  attention  to  the  minds  of 
children,  there  is  danger  of  diforders  gradually  in- 
creafmg  amongft  them,  hill  the  effects  thereof  ap¬ 
pear  in  their  conduct,  too  ftrong  to  be  eafily  reme¬ 
died. 

Z  2  A 


34° 


ON  SCHOOLS. 

A  care  hath  lived  on  my  mind,  that  tnore  time 
might  be  employed  by  parents  at  home,  and  by 
tutors  at  fchool,  in  weightily  attending  to  the  fpirit 
and  inclinations  of  children,  and  that  we  may  fo 
lead,  inftrud,  and  govern  them,  in  this  tender  part 
of  life,  that  nothing  may  be  omitted  in  our  power, 
to  help  them  on  their  way  to  become  the  children 
of  our  father,  who  is  in  heaven. 

Meditating  on  the  fituation  of  fchools  in  our  pro¬ 
vinces,  my  mind  hath,  at  times,  been  affeded  with 
forrow,  and,  under  thefe  exercifes,  it  hath  appeared 
to  me,  that  if  thofe  who  have  large  eftates,  were 
faithful  flewards,  and  laid  no  rent,  nor  intereft, 
nor  other  demand,  higher  than  is  confiftent  with 
univerfal  love  ;  and  thofe  in  lower  circumftances, 
would,  under  a  moderate  employ,  fhun  unneceflary 
expence,  even' to  the  fmalleft  article;  and  all  unite, 
in  humbly  feeking  to  the  Lord,  he  would  gracioufly 
.inftrud  us,  and  ftrengfhen  us  to  relieve  the  youth 
from  various  fnares,  in  which  many  of  them  are 
entangled. 


On 


* 


✓ 


C  '  34*  ] 

On  the  Right  Ufe  of  the  LORD'S  Outward 


S  our  underflandings  are  opened  by  the  pure 


L  JL  light,  we  experience  that,  through  an  in¬ 
ward  approaching  to  God,  the  mind  is  ftrengthen- 
ed  in  obedience;  and  that,  by  gratifying  thofe  de- 
hres  which  are  not  of  his  begetting,  thofe  ap¬ 
proaches  to  him  are  obftrudted,  and  the  deceivable 
fpirit  gains  ftrength. 

*  ~  '  *  9  * 
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Thus  the  way  gradually  opens  to  ceafe  from  that 
fpirit  which  craves  riches  and  things  fetched  far, 
which  fo  mixeth  with  the  cuftoms  of  this  world, 
and  fo  intrudes  upon  the  true  harmony  of  life,  that 
the  right  medium  of  labour  is  very  much  departed 
from.  And  as  the  minds  of  people  are  fettled  in  a 
fteady  concern,  not  to  hold  nor  poffefs  any  thing 
but  what  may  be  held  confiftent  with  the  wifdom 
from  above,  they  confider  what  they  poflefs  as  the 
gift  of  God,  and  are  inwardly  exercifed,  that  in  all 
parts  of  their  conduct  they  may  adl  agreeable  to  the 
nature  of  the  peaceable  government  of  Chrift. 

A  little  fupports  fuch  a  life  ;  and  in  a  ftate  truly 
refigned  to  the  Lord,  the  eye  is  fingle,  to  fee  what 
outward  employ  he  leads  into,  as  a  means  of  our 
fubfiflence,  and  a  lively  care  is  maintained  to  hold 
to  that  without  launching  further. 

There  is  a  harmony  in  the  feveral  parts  of  this 
divine  work  in  the  hearts  of  people  ;  he  who  leads 
them  to  ceafe  from  thofe  gainful  employments, 
carried  on  in  that  wifdom  which  is  from  beneath, 
delivers  alfo  from  the  defire  after  worldly  great- 
nefs,  and  reconciles  the  mind  to  a  life  fo  plain,  that 
a  little  doth  fuffice. 

Here  the  real  comforts  of  life  are  not  lefiened. 
Moderate  exercife,  in  the  way  of  true  wifdom,  is 
pleafant  both  to  mind  and  body. 

Food  and  raiment  fufficient,  though  in  the  greatefl 

fimplicity,  is  accepted  with  content  and  gratitude. 

The 
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The  mutual  love,  fubfifting  between  the  faithful 
followers  of  Chrift,  is  more  pure  than  that  friend- 
fhip  which  is  not  feafoned  with  humility,  how  fpe- 
cious  foever  the  appearance. 


Where  people  depart  from  pure  wifdom  in  one 
cafe,  it  is  often  an  introduction  to  depart  from  it  in 
many  more ;  and  thus  a  fpirit  which  leeks  for  out¬ 
ward  greatnefs,  and  leads  into  worldly  wifdom  to 
attain  it,  and  fupport  it,  gets  pofleftion  of  the  mind. 


In  beholding  the  cuftomary  departure  from  the 
true  medium  of  labour,  and  that  unneceflfary  toil 
which  many  go  through,  in  fupporting  outward 
greatnefs,  and  procuring  delicacies: 


In  beholding  how  the  true  palmnefs  of  life  is 
changed  into  hurry,  and  that  many,  by  eagerly 
purfuing  outward  treafure,  are  in  great  danger  of 
withering,  as  to  the  inward  ftate  of  the  mind  : 


In  meditating  on  the  works  of  this  fpirit,  and  on 
the  defolations  it  makes  amongft  the  profeffors  of 
chriftianity,  I  may  thankfully  acknowledge,  that 
I  often  feel  pure  love  beget  longings  in  my  heart, 
for  the  exaltation  of  the  peaceable  kingdom  of 
Chrift,  and  an  engagement  to  labour  according  to 
the  gift  bellowed  on  me,  for  the  promoting  an  hum¬ 
ble,  plain,  temperate  way  of  living :  a  life  where 
no  unneceffary  cares,  nor  expences,  may  encumber 
our  minds,  nor  leffen  our  ability  to  do  good  ; 
where  no  defires  after  riches,  or  greatnefs,  may 
lead  into  hard  dealing  ;  where  no  connection  with 


worldly- 
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worldly-minded  men,  may  abate  our  love  to  God, 
nor  weaken  a  true  zeal  for  righteoufnefs :  a  life, 
wherein  we  may  diligently  labour  for  refignednefs  to 
do,  and  fuffer,  whatever  our  heavenly  father  may 
allot  for  us,  in  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf. 

•  t  *  »  *  *  '«•  *  4  *  *  *  -4  *  *  V  *•  -  *  -  -  t  -  - 

When  the  prophet  Ifaiah  had  uttered  his  vifion, 
and  declared  that  a  time  was  comine  wherein 
u  fwords  fhould  be  beat  into  plow-fhares,  and  fpears 
tc  into  pruning  hooks,  and  that  nation  fhould  not 
“  lift  up  fword  againfl  nation,  nor  learn  war  any 
“  more  he  immediately  direfts  the  minds  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  divine  teacher,  in  this  remarkable  lan¬ 
guage,  u  O  houfe  of  Jacoby  come  ye,  and  let  us  walk 
*6  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,”  Ifaiah  ii.  5. 

To  wait  for  the  direction  of  this  light,  in  all 
temporal  a£  well  as  fpiritual  concerns,  appears  necef- 
fary  ;  for  if  in  any  cafe  we  enter  lightly  into  tem¬ 
poral  affairs,  without  feeling  this  fpirit  of  truth  to 
open  our  way  therein,  and,  through  the  love  of  this 
world,  proceed  on,  and  feek  for  gain  by  that  bufinefs 
or  traffic,  which  “  is  not  of  the  father,  but  of  the 
16  world,”  1  John  ii:  16,  we  fail  in  our  teftimony  to 
the  purity  and  peace  of  his  government  ;  and  get 
into  that  which  is  for  chaftifement. 

This  matter  hath  lain  heavy  on  my  mind,  it  be¬ 
ing  evident  that,  a  life  lefs  humble,  lefs  fimple  and 
plain,  than  that  which  Chrift  leads  his  fheep  into, 
does  neceffarily  require  a  fupport,  which  pure  wif- 
dom  does  not  provide  for;  hence,  there  is  no  pro¬ 
bability  of  our  being  u  a  peculiar  people,  fo  zeal¬ 
ous 
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u  ous  of  good  works,  as  to  have  no  fellowfhip  with 
*c  works  of  darknefs,  Titus  ii.  14.  Ephef.  v.  11,  * 
while  we  have  wants  to  fupply,  which  have  their 
foundation  in  cuftom,  and  do  not  come  within  the 
meaning  of  thofe  expreffions,  u  your  heavenly  fa- 
u  ther  krioweth  that  ye  have  need  of  all  thefe 
u  things/’  Mat.  vi.  32. 

Thefe  things  which  he  beholds  neceffary  for  his 
people,  he  fails  not  to  give  them,  in  his  own  way 
and  time;  but,  as  his  ways  are  above  our  ways,  and 
his  thoughts  above  our  thoughts,  fo,  imaginary 
wants  are  different  u  from  thefe  things  which  he 
u  knoweth  that  we  have  need  of.” 

As  my  meditations  have  been  on  thefe  things, 
compaflion  hath  filled  my  heart  toward  my  fellow- 
creatures,  involved  in  cuftoms,  grown  up  in  “  the 
u  wifdom  of  this  world,  which  is  foolifhnefs  with 
u  God,”  1  Cor.  iii.  19;  and,  O  that  the  youth  may 
be  fo  thoroughly  experienced  In  an  humble  walking 
before  the  Lord,  that  they  may  be  his  children,  and 
know  him  to  be  their  refuge,  their  fafe  unfailing 
refuge,  through  the  various  dangers  attending  this 
uncertain  ftate  of  being  ! 

If  thofe  whole  minds ;are  redeemed  from  the  love 
of  wealth,  and  who  are  content  with  a  plain  fimple 
way  of  living,  do  yet  find  that  to  conduct  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  a  family,  without  giving  countenance  to 
unrighteous  proceedings,  or  having  fellowfhip  with 
works  of  darknefs,  the  moil  diligent  care  is  ne- 
cefiary  : 


If 
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If  cuftoms,  diftinguilhable  from  univerfal  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  oppofite  to  the  true  felf-denying  life, 
are  now  prevalent,  and  fo  mixed  with  trade,  and 
with  almofl  every  employ,  that  it  is  only  through 
humble  waiting  on  the  inward  guidance  of  truth, 
that  we  may  reafonably  hope  to  walk  fafely,  and 
fupport  an  uniform  teftimony  to  the  peaceable  go¬ 
vernment  of  Chrift  ; 

If  this  be  the  cafe,  how  lamentably  do  they  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  temptations,  who  give  way  to 
the  love  of  riches,  conform  to  expenfive  living, 
and  reach  forth  for  gain,  to  fupport  cuftoms,  which 
our  holy  fhepherd  leads  not  into. 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ON  THE 

TRUE  HARMONY 


O  F 


MANKIND; 


AND  HOW  IT  IS  TO  BE  MAINTAINED. 


Micah  v.  7, 

And  the  remnant  of  Jacob  J hall  be  in  the  midft  of 
many  people ,  as  a  dew  from  the  Lord ,  as  the  /bowers 
upon  the  grafs ,  that  tarrieth  not  for  man ,  nor  waiteth 
for  the  fons  0/  men , 
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Firft  printed  in  the  year  1 770. 


INTRODUCTION. 

/IS  mankind,  from  one  parent  are  divided  into 
many  families ,  and  as  trading  to  fea  is 
greatly  increafed  within  a  few  ages  pafl  $  amidft 
this  extended  commerce ,  how  neceffary  is  it  that 
the  profeffed  followers  of  Chri ft  keep  facred  his 
holy  name ,  and  be  employed  about  trade  and 
traffic  no  farther  than  juflice  and  equity  evi¬ 
dently  accompanies  ?  that  we  may  give  no  juf 
caufe  of  offence  to  any ,  however  difant ,  or  una •? 
ble  to  plead  their  own  caufe  •  and  may  continu¬ 
ally  keep  in  view ,  the  fpreading  of  the  true  and 
faving  knowledge  of  God ,  and  his Jon  Jejits  Chrifty 
among  ft  our fellow-creatures ,  which ,  through  his 
infinite  love ,  fome  feel  to  be  ?nore  precious  than 
any  other  treafure . 


CHARI. 

O/z  fervmg  the  Lord  in  our  outward  employments. 

y  yWPER  the  humbling  difpenfations  of  the  Fa- 
ther  of  mercies,  I  have  felt  an  inward  labour 
for  the  good  of  tnv  fellow-creatures,  and  a  concern 
that  the  holy  fpirit,  which  alone  can  reftore  man¬ 
kind  to  a  ftate  of  true  harmony,  may,  with  Tingle- 
nefs  of  heart,  be  waited  for  and  followed. 

I  truft,  there  are  many  under  that  vifitation,  which, 
if  faithfully  attended  to,  will  make  them  quick  of 
underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  qualify 

with 
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with  firmnefs,  to  be  true  patterns  of  the  chriftian 
life,  who,  in  living  and  walking,  may  hold  forth  an 
invitation  to  others,  to  come  out  of  the  entangle¬ 
ments  of  the  fpirit  of  this  world. 

And  that  which  I  feel  firft  to  exprefs  is,  a  care 
for  thofe  who  are  in  circumftances,  which  appear 
difficult,  with  refped  to  fupporting  their  families 
in  a  way  anfwerable  to  pure  wifdom,  that  they  may 
not  be  difcouraged,  but  remember,  that  in  hum¬ 
bly  obeying  the  leading  of  Chrift,  he  owneth  us 
as  his  friends,  “  Ye  are  my  friends  if  ye  do  what- 
“  foever  1  command  you and  to  be  a  friend  to 
Chrift,  is  to  be  united  to  him,  who  hath  all  power 
in  heaven  and  in  earth  ;  and  tho’  a  woman  may 
forget  her  fucking  child,  yet  will  he  not  forget  his 
faithful  ones. 

i 

•ir  , 

The  condition  of  many,  who  dwell  in  cities,  hath 
often  affefted  me  with  a  brotherly  fympathy,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  defire,  that  resignation  may  be  la- 
boured  for  ;  and  where  the  holy  leader  diredleth  to 
a  country  life,  or  feme  change  of  employ,  he  may 
be  faithfully  followed ;  for,  under  the  refining  hand 
of  the  Lord,  I  have  feen,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
fome  cities,  are  greatly  increafed  through  fome 
branches  of  bufinefs,  which  his  holy  fpirit  doth  not 
lead  into,  and,  that  being  entangled  in  thefe  things, 
tends  to  bring  a  cloud  over  the  minds  of  people 
convinced  of  the  leadings  of  this  holy  leader,  and 
obftruds  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 


Now 
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Now,  if  we  indulge  a  defire  to  imitate  our  neigh¬ 
bours  in  thofe  things  which  harmonize  not  with  the 
true  chriftian  walking,  thefe  entanglements  may 
hold  fa  ft  to  us,  and  fome,  who  m  an  awakening  time, 
teel  tender  fcruples,  with  refpecft  to  their  manner  of 
life,  may  look  on  the  example  of  others  more  noted 
in  the  church,  who  yet  may  not  be  refined  from  eve¬ 
ry  degree  ofdrofs;  and,  by  looking  on  thefe  exam¬ 
ples,  and  defiring  to  fupport  their  families  in  a  way 
pleafant  to  the  natural  mind,  there  may  be  danger 
of  the  wordly  wifdom  gaining  ftrength  in  them,  and 
of  their  departure  from  that  pure  feeling  of  truth, 
which,  if  faithfully  attended  to, would  teach  content¬ 
ment  in  the  divine  will,  even  in  a  very  low  eftate. 

One  formerly  fpeaking  on  the  profitablenefs  of 
true  humility,  faith,  “  He  that  troubles  not  himfelf 
with  anxious  thoughts  for  more  than  is  neceffary, 
lives  little  lefs  than  the  life  of  angels,  whilft,  by  a 
mind  content  with  little,  he  imitates  their  want  of 
nothing.”  Cave’ s  primitive  chriftianity,  page  31. 

“  It  is  not  enough,  fays  Tertallian,  that  a  chriftian 
be  chafte  and  modeft,  but  he  muft  appear  to  be  fo  : 
a  virtue  of  which  he  fhould  have  fo  great  a  ftore, 
that  it  fhouldflow  from  his  mind  upon  his  habit,  and 
break  forth  from  the  retirements  of  his  confcience, 
into  the  fuperficies  of  his  life.  Same  book,  page  43. 

1 

u  The  garments  we  wear,  fays  Clemens ,  ought  to 
be  mean  and  frugal— that  is  true  fimplicity  of  habit, 
which  takes  away  what  is  vain  and  fuperfiuous  ; 
that,  the  belt  and  mod  folid  garment,  which  is  the 
fartheft  from  curiofity,”  page  49.  Tho* 
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Though  the  change  from  day  to  night,  is  by 
a  motion  fo  gradual  as  fcarcely  to  be  perceived, 
yet  when  night  is  come  we  behold  it  very  different 
from  the  day;  and  thus,  as  people  become  wife  in 
their  own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  fight, 
cuftoms  rife  up  from  the  fpirit  of  this  world,  and 
fpread  by  little  and  little,  till  a  departure  from  the 
fimplicity  that  there  is  in  Chrift,  becomes  as  diftin- 
guifhable  as  light  from  darknefs,  to  fuch  who  are 
crucified  to  the  world. 

Our  holy  fhepherd,  to  encourage  his  flock  in 
firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  reminds  them  of  his 
love  for  them,  u  As  the  father  hath  loved  me,  fo 
“  have  I  loved  you ;  continue  ye  in  my  love and 
in  another  place  gracioufly  points  out  the  danger 
of  departing  therefrom,  by  going  into  unfuitable 
employments ;  this  he  reprefents  in  the  fimilitude 
of  offence  from  that  ufeful  adtive  member,  the 
hand  ;  and  to  fix  the  inftrudlion  the  deeper,  names 
the  right  hand,  cc  If  thy  right  hand  offend  thee  cut 
“  it  off  and  caft  it  from  thee” — If  thou  feelefl  of¬ 
fence  in  thy  employment,  humbly  follow  him  who 
leads  into  all  truth,  and  is  a  ftrong  and  faithful 
friend  to  thole  who  are  refigned  to  him. 

Again,  he  points  out  thofe  things  which  appear¬ 
ing  pleafant  to  the  natural  mind,  are  not  beft  for 
us,  in  the  fimilitude  of  offence  from  the  eye,  “  If 
“  thy  right  eye  offend  thee  pluck  it  out,  and  caft 
“  it  from  thee.”  To  pluck  out  the  eye,  or  cut  off 
the  hand,  is  attended  with  fliarp  pain  ;  and  how 
precious  is  the  inftrudtion  which  our  redeemer 
thus  opens  to  us,  that  we  may  not  faint  under  the 

m  oft 
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moft  painful  trials,  but  put  our  truft  in  him,  even 
in  him  who  fent  an  angel  to  feed  Elijah  in  the 
wildernefs;  who  fed  a  multitude  with  a  few  barley 
loaves,  and  is  now  as  attentive  to  the  wants  of  his 
people  as  ever. 

.  t ' . 

The  prophet  Ifaiah ,  reprefents  the  unrighteous 
doings  of  the  Ifraelites  toward  the  poor,  as  the 
fruits  of  an  effeminate  life,  “  As  for  my  people,- 
u  children  are  their  oppreffors,  and  women  rule 
“  over  them  ;  what  mean  ye  that  ye  beat  my  peo- 
“  pie  to  pieces,  and  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor,. 
u  faith  the  Lord  God.”  Then  he  mentions  the 

✓ 

haughtinefs  of  the  daughters  of  Sion,  and  enume¬ 
rates  many  ornaments,  as  inftances  of  their  vanity, 
to  uphold  which,  the  poor  were  fo  hardly  dealt 
with,  that  he  fets  forth  their  poverty,  their  lean- 
nefs  and  inability  to  help  themfelves,  in  the  fimili- 
tude  of  a  man  maimed  by  violence  or  u  beaten  to 
cc  pieces,”  and  forced  to  endure  the  painful  opera¬ 
tion  of  having  his  face  gradually  worn  away  in  the 
manner  of  grinding. 

And  I  may  here  add,  that  at  times,  when  I  have 
felt  true  love  open  my  heart  towards  my  fellow- 
creatures,  and  been  engaged  in  weighty  converfa- 
tion  in  the  caufe  of  righteoufhefs,  the  inltrudions 
I  have  received  under  thefe  exercifes,  in  regard  to 
the  true  ufe  of  the  outward  gifts  of  God,  have 
made  deep  and  lafling  impreflions  on  my  mind. 

I  have  here  beheld,  how  the  defire  to  provide 
wealth;  and  to  uphold  a  delicate  life,  hath  grievouf- 
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ly  entangled  many,  and  been  like  {hares  to  their 
offspring  ;  and  tho*  Tome  have  been  affeded  with 
a  fenfe  of  their  difficulties,  and  appeared  defirous, 
at  times,  to  be  helped  out, of  them*  yet  for  want 
of  abiding  under  the  humbling  power  of  truth, 
they  have  continued  in  thefe  entanglements*  for,  in 
remaining  conformable  to  this  world,  and  giving 
way  to  a  delicate  life,  this  expenfive  way  of  living, 
in  parents  and  in  children,  hath  called  for  a  large 
fuppiy,  and,  in  anfwering  this  call  “  the  faces  of  the 
“  poor”  have  been  ground  away,  and  made  thin 
thro’  hard  dealing. 

There  is  balm,  there  is  a  phyfician  !  and  O  what 
longings  do  I  feel,  that  we  may  embrace  the  means 
appointed  for  our  healing  *  know  that  removed 
w  hich  now  minifters  caufe  for  the  cries  of  many 
people  to  afeend  to  heaven  againft  their  oppreffors* 
and  that  we  may  fee  the  true  harmony  reftor- 
ed! 

Behold  u  how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is,  for 
“  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.”  The  nature 
of  this  unity  is  thus  opened  by  the  apoftle,  “  If  we 
<c  walk  in  the  light,  as  Chrift  is  in  the  light,  we 
cc  fhall  have  fellowlhmjgne  with  another,  and  the 
A  blood  of  Chrift  wim^Peanfe  us  from  alb  fin.” 

The  land  may  be  polluted  with  innocent  blood, 
which,  like  the  blood  of  Abel,  may  cry  to  the  Al- 
mighty  *  but  thofe  who  “  walk  in  the  light  as 
“  Chrift  is  in  the  light,”  they  know  the  u  lamb  of 
“  God,  who  taketh  away  fin.” 

A  a  Walking 
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Walking  is  a  phrafe  frequently  ufed  in  fcripture, 
to  reprefent  our  journey  thro’  life,  and  appears  to 
comprehend  the  various  affairs  and  tranfa&ions 
properly  relating  to  our  being  in  this  world. 

Chrift  being  the  light,  dwells  always  in  the  light  ; 
and,  if  our  walking  be  thus,  and,  in  every  affair  and 
concern  we  faithfully  follow  this  divine  leader  ;  he 
preferves  from  giving  juft  caufe  for  any  to  quarrel 
with  us  :  and  where  this  foundation  is  laid  and  mu¬ 
tually  kept  to,  by  families  converfant  with  each  o- 
ther,  the  way  is  open  for  thefe  comforrs  in  fociety, 
which  our  heavenly  father  intends  as  a  part  of  our 
happinefs  in  this  world  ;  and  then  we  may  experi¬ 
ence  the  goodnefs,  and  pleafantnefs  of  dwelling 
together  in  unity;  but  where  ways  of  living  take 
place,  which  tend  to  oppreflion,  and  in  the  purfuit 
of  wealth,  people  do  that  to  others  which  they 
know  would  not  be  acceptable  to  themfelves,  either 
in  exercifing  an  abfolute  power  over  them,  or  other- 
wife  laying  on  them  unequitable  burdens;  here  a 
fear  left  that  meaftire  fhould  be  meeted  to  them, 
which  they  have  meafufed  to  others,  incites  a  care 
to  fupport  that  by  craft  and  cunning  devices  which 
Hands  not  on  the  firm  foundation  of  righteoufnefs  : 
thus  the  harmony  of  fociety  is  broken,  and  from 
hence  commotions  and  wars  do  frequently  arife  in 
the  world. 

t  •  ^ 

“  Come  out  of  Babylon  my  people,  that  ye  be 
“  not  partakers  of  her  fins,  and  that  ye  receive 
“  not  of  her  plagues.”  Rev.  xv.  3,  4.  This  Babel , 
or  Babylon ,  was  built  in  the  fpirit  of  felf-exaltation  : 
“  Let  us  build  us  a  city  and  a  tower,  whofe  top  may 
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“  reach  to  heaven,  and  let  us  make  us  a  name” 
Gen.  xi.  4.  In  departing  from  an  humble  truft  in 
God,  and  following  a  felfifh  fpirit,  people  have  in¬ 
tentions  to  get  the  upper  hand  of  their  fellow-crea-* 
tures,  privately  meditate  on  means  to  obtain  their 
ends,  and  have  a  language  in  their  hearts  which  is 
hard  to  underftand.  In  Babel  the  language  is  con¬ 
founded. 

Th  is  city  is  reprefented  as  a  place  of  bufinefs 
and  thofe  employed  in  it,  as,  merchants  of  the 
earth  :  4C  The  merchants  of  the  earth  are  waxed 
44  rich  through  the  abundance  of  her  delicacies.” 
Reu.  xviii.  3. 

And,  it  is  remarkable  in  this  call,  that  the  lan¬ 
guage  from  the  father  of  mercies  is,  my  people, 
44  Come  out  of  Babylon  my  people!”  Thus,  his  ten¬ 
der  mercies  are  toward  us  in  an  imperfect  ftate  • 
and,  as  we  faithfully  attend  to  the  call,  the  path  of 
righteoufnefs  is  more  and  more  opened  ;  cravings, 
which  have  not  their  foundation  in  pure  wifdom, 
more  and  more  ceafe  ;  and  in  an  inward  purity  of 
heart,  we  experience  a  reftoration  of  that  which 
was  loft  at  Babel ,  reprefented  by  the  infpired  pro¬ 
phet  in  the  44  returning  of  a  pure  language.” 
Zeph.  iii.  9. 

Happy  for  them  who  humbly  attend  to  the  call, 
44  Come  out  of  Babylon  my  people.”  For  though 
in  going  forth  we  may  meet  with  trials,  which  for 
a  time  may  be  painful,  yet  as  we  bow  in  true  hu¬ 
mility,  and  continue  in  it,  an  evidence  is  felt  that 
God  only  is  wife  *  and  that  in  weaning  us  from  all 

A  a  2  that 
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that  is  felfifti,  he  prepares  the  way  to  a  quiet  habi¬ 
tation,  where  all  our  defires  are  bounded  by  his  wif- 
dom.  And  an  exercife  of  lpirit  attends  me,  that 
we  who  are  convinced  of  the  pure  leadings  of  truth, 
may  bow,  in  the  deepeft  reverence,  and  fo  watch¬ 
fully  regard  this  leader,  that  many,  who  are  griev- 
oufly  entangled  in  a  wildernefs  of  vain  cuftoms, 
may  look  upon  us,  and  be  inftru&ed.  And  O  that 
fuch  who  have  plenty  of  this  world’s  goods,  may 
be  faithful  in  that  with  which  they  are  entrufted, 
and  example  others  in  the  true  chriftian  walking! 

f 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  fpeaking  on  wordly  great- 
nefs,  compares  himfelf  to  one  waiting  and  attending 
on  a  company  at  dinner  :  “  Whether  is  greater,  he 
“  that  fitteth  at  meat,  or  he  that  ferveth  ?  Is  not  he 
u  that  fitteth  at  meat  ?  but  I  am  amongft  you  as  he 
“  that  ferveth. ”  Luke  xxii.  27. 

Thus,  in  a  world  greatly  difordered,  where  men 
afpiring  to  outward  greatnefs  were  wront  to  opprefs 
others  to  fupport  their  defigns,  he  who  was  of  the 
higheft  defeent,  being  the  Son  of  God,  and  greater 
than  any  amongft  the  greateft  families  of  men,  by 
example  and  doeftrines,  foreclofed  his  followers  from 
claiming  any  (hew  of  outward  greatnefs,  from  any 
fuppofed  fuperiority  in  themfelves  or  derived  from 
their  anceftors. 

He  who  was  greater  than  earthly  princes,  was 
not  only  meek  and  low  of  heart,  but  his  outward 
appearance  was  plain  and  lowly,  and  free  from 
every  (lain  of  the  lpirit  of  this  world. 


Such 
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Such  was  the  example  of  our  bleffed  Redeemer, 
of  whom  the  beloved  difciple  faid,  “  He  that  faith, 
“  he  abideth  in  him,  ought  alfo  to  walk,  even  as  he 
walked.”  i 

John  Bradford \  who  fuffered  martyrdom,  under 
queen  Mary,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  friends  out  of 
prifon,  a  fhort  time  before  he  v/as  burnt,  in  which 
are  thefe  expreffions  ;  “  Confider  your  dignity  as 

children  of  God  and  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  members  of  Chrift,  be  afhamed  therefore  to 
think,  fpeak,  or  do  any  thing  unfeemly,  for  God’s 
children  and  the  members  of  Chrift.”  Fox's  Afts 


and  Monuments,  page  1177. 


CHAP.  II, 


On  the  Example  of  C  H  R  I  S  T. 


S  my  mind  hath  been  brought  into  a 


./  jL  brotherly  feeling  with  the  poor,  as  to 
the  things  of  this  life,  who  are  under  trials, 
in  regard  to  getting  a  living,  in  a  way  anfwer- 
able  to  the  purity  of  truth  ;  a  labour  of  heart 
hath  attended  me,  that  their  way  may  not  be 
made  difficult,  through  the  love  of  money,  in  thofe 
who  are  tried  with  plentiful  eftates  ;  but  that 
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they  with  tendernefs  of  heart  may  fympathize  with 
them. 

It  was  the  faying  of  our  blefled  Redeemer,  “  Ye 
“  cannot  ferve  God  and  Mammon.”  There  is  a 
deep  feeling  of  the  way  of  purity,  a  way  in  which 
the  wifdomof  the  world  hath  no  part,  but  is  open¬ 
ed  by  the  fpirit  of  truth,  and  is  “  called  the  way  of 
“  holinefs,”  a  way  in  which  the  traveller  is  employ¬ 
ed  in  watching  unto  prayer;  and  the  outward  gain 
we  get  in  this  journey  is  confidered  as  a  truft  com¬ 
mitted  to  us,  by  him  who  formed  and  fupports  the 
world ;  and  is  the  rightful  dire&or  of  the  ufe  and 
application  of  the  product  of  it. 

Now,  except  the  mind  be  preferved  chafte,  there 
is  no  fafety  for  us ;  but  in  an  eflrangement  from 
true  refignation,  the  fpirit  of  the  world  calls  up  a 
way,  in  which  gain  is  many  times  principally  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  in  which  there  is  a  felfilh  applica¬ 
tion  of  outward  treafures. 

How  agreeable  to  the  true  harmony  of  fociety, 
is  that  exhortation  of  the  apoftle  ?  “  Look  not 
‘‘  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but  every  man  al- 
“  fo  on  the  things  of  others.  Let  this  mind  be  in 
“  you  which  was  alfo  in  Chrifi:  Jefus.” 

fi. 

A  perfon  in  outward  profperity  may  ha^e  the 
power  of  obtaining  riches,  but  the  fame  mind  be¬ 
ing  in  him  which  is  in  Chrifi  Jefus,  he  may  feel  a 
tendernefs  of  heart  towards  thofe  of  low  degree  ; 
and  inflead  of  fetting  himfelf  above  them,  may 

look 
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look  upon  it  as  an  unmerited  favour,  that  his  way 
through  life  is  more  eafy  than  the  way  of  many 
others  ;  may  improve  every  opportunity  of  leading 
forth  out  of  thole  cuftoms  which  have  entangled 
the  family  ;  employ  his  time  in  looking  into  the 
wants  of  the  poor  members,  and  hold  forth  fuch  a 
perfedl  example  of  humiliation,  that  the  pure  wit- 
nefs  may  be  reached  in  many  minds ;  and  the  way 
opened  for  a  harmonious  walking  together. 

Jefus  Chrift,  in  promoting  the  happinefs  of  ch 
thers,  was  not  deficient  in  looking  for  the  helplefs, 
who  lay  in  obfcurity,  nor  did  he  fave  any  thing  to 
render  himfelf  honourable  amongft  men,  which 
might  have  been  of  more  ufe  to  the  weak  members 
in  his  Father’s  family ;  of  whofe  companion  to¬ 
wards  us  I  may  now  fpeak  a  little.  He  who  was 
perfectly  happy  in  himfelf,  moved  with  infinite  love, 
u  took  not  upon  him  the  nature  of  angels,”  but 
our  imperfeft  nature,  and  therein  wreftled  with 
the  temptations  which  attend  us  in  this  life;  and 
being  the  Son  of  him  who  is  greater  than  earthly 
princes,  yet  became  a  companion  to  poor,  fincere- 
hearted  men  ;  and  though  he  gave  the  cleareft  evi¬ 
dence  that  divine  power  attended  him,  yet  the 
moil  unfavourable  conftru£tions  were  framed  by  a 
felf-righteous  people  ;  thofe  miracles  reprefented  as 
the  effect  of  a  diabolical  power,  and  endeavours 
ufed  to  render  him  hateful,  as  having  his  million 
from  the  prince  of  darknels ;  nor  did  their  envy 
ceafe  ’till  they  took  him  like  a  criminal  and  brought 
him  to  trial.  Though  Corns  may  aflfedt  to  carry 

the 
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the  appearance  of  being  unmoved  at  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  diftrefs,  our  dear  Redeemer,  who  was  per¬ 
fectly  fin  cere,  having  the  fame  human  nature  which 
we  have,  and  feeling,  a  little  before  he  was  appre¬ 
hended,  the  weight  of  that  work  upon  him,  for 
which  he  came  into  the  world,  was  “  forrowful, 
even  unto  death  here  the  human  nature  ftrug- 
gled  to  be  excufed  from  a  cup  fo  bitter  ;  but  his 
prayers  centered  in  refignation,  “Not  my  will,  but 
thine  be  done.,,  In  this  conflict,  fo  great  was  his 

agony,  that  “  fweat  like  drops  of  blood  fell  from 
him  to  the  ground.” 

Behold  now,  as  foretold  by  the  prophet,  he  is 
in  a  judicial  manner  “  numbered  with  the'tranfgref- 
fors.  Behold  him,  as  feme  poor  man,  of  no  repu- 
tation,  {landing  before  the  high-prieft  and  elders, 
and  before  Herod  and  Pilate,  where  witnefles  ap¬ 
pear  againft  him,  and  he,  mindful  of  the  moft 
gracious  defign  of  his  coming,  declineth  to  plead 
in  his  own  defence,  “  but  as  a  {heep  that  is  dumb 
before  his  {hearer, ”  fo,  under  many  accufations, 
revilings,  and  bufferings,  remained  filent.  And 
tho  be  fignified  to  Peter  that  he  had  accefs  to  pow¬ 
er  fufficient  to  overthrow  all  their  outward  forces; 
yet,  retaining  a  refignation  to  fuffer  for  the  fins  of 
mankind,  he  exerted  not  that  power,  but  permit¬ 
ted  them  to  go  on  in  their  malicious  defigns,  and 
pronounce  him  to  be  worthy  of  death,  even  him 
who  was  perfedfc  in  goodnefs  ;  thus  “  in  his  humili- 
“  ation  hisjudgment  was  taken  away,”  and  he,  like 
feme  vile  criminal,  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  {laughter.” 
Under  thefe  heavy  trials  (though  poor  unltable 

Pilate 
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Pilate  was  convinced  of  his  innocence,  yet)  the 
people  generally  looked  upon  him  as  a  deceiver,  a 
blafphemer,  and  the  approaching  punifhment  as  a 
juft  judgment  upon  him,  44  They  efteemed  him 
44  fmitten  of  God  and  affli&ed.”  So  great  had  been 
the  lurprize  of  his  difciples,  at  his  being  taken  by 
armed  men,  that  they  44  forfook  him  and  fled 
thus  they  hid  their  faces  from  him,  he  wasdefpifed, 
and  by  their  conduft  it  "appeared  as  though  44  they 
44  efteemed  him  not.” 


But  contrary  to  that  opinion,  of  his  being  fmit¬ 
ten  of  God  and  afflidted,  it  was  for  our  fakes  that 
44  he  was  put  to  grief  ;  he  was  wounded  for  our 
44  tranfgreflions ;  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniqui¬ 
ties  f  ’  and,  under  the  weight  of  them,  manifefting 
the  deepeft  compaffion  for  the  inftruments  of  his 
mifery,  laboured  as  their  advocate,  and  in  the  deeps 
of  affii&ion,  with  an  unconquerable  patience,  cried 
out,  44  Father  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what 
44  they  do!” 

Now,  this  mind  being  in  us,  which  was  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  it  removes  from  our  hearts  the  defire  of  fu- 
periority,  wordly  honour  or  greatnefs ;  a  deep  at¬ 
tention  is  felt  to  the  divine  counfellor,  and  an  ar¬ 
dent  engagement  to  promote,  as  far  as  we  may  be 
enabled,  the  happinefs  of  mankind  univerfally  ; 
this  ftate,  where  every  motion  from  a  felfifh  fpirit 
yieldeth  to  pure  love,  I  may,  with  gratitude  to  the 
father  of  mercies,  acknowledge,  is  often  opened 
before  me  as  a  pearl  to  dig  after ;  attended  with  a 
living  concern,  that  amongft  the  many  nations  and 

families 
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families  on  the  earth,  thofe  who  believe  in  the 
Meffiah,  that  “  he  was  manifefted  to  deftroy  the 
“  works  of  the  Devil,”  and  thus  to  “  take  away 
u  the  fins  of  the  world,”  may  experience  the 
will  of  our  heavenly  Father,  <c  may  be  done  on 
earth  “  as  it  is  in  heaven.”  Strong  are  the  defires 
I  often  feel,  that  this  holy  profeffion  may  remain 
unpolluted,  and  the  believers  in  Chrifl  may  fo  abide 
in  the  pure  inward  feeling  of  his  fpirit,  that  the 
wifdom  from  above  may  fhine  forth  in  their  living, 
as  a  light  by  which  others  may  be  inftrumentally 
helped  on  their  way,  in  the  true  harmonious  walk¬ 
ing' 


CHAP.  III. 

On  MERCHANDIZING. 

WHERE  the  treafures  of  pure  love  are  opened, 
and  we  obediently  follow  him  who  is  the 
light  of  life,  the  mind  becomes  chafte ;  and  a  care 
is  felt,  that  the  undtion  from  the  holy  one  may  be 
our  leader  in  every  undertaking. 

In  being  crucified  to  the  world,  broken  off  from 
that  friendfbip  which  is  enmity  with  God,  and 
dead  to  the  cuftoms  and  falhions  which  have  not 

their 
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their  foundation  in  the  truth  ;  the  way  is  prepared 
to  lowlinefs  in  outward  living,  and  to  a  difentangle- 
ment  from  thofe  fnares  which  attend  the  love  of 
money  and  where  the  faithful  friends  of  Chrift  are 
fo  fituated  that  merchandize  appears  to  be  their  du¬ 
ty,  they  feel  a  reftraint  from  proceeding  farther  than 
he  owns  their  proceeding  ;  being  convinced  that 
“  we  are  not  our  own  but  are  bought  with  a  price, 
“  that  none  of  us  may  live  to  ourfelves,  but  to  him 
“  who  died  for  us.”  2  Conn.  v.  15.  Thus  they  are 
taught,  not  only  to  keep  to  a  moderate  advance 
and  uprightnefs  in  their  dealings ;  but  to  confider 
the  tendency  of  their  proceeding  ;  to  do  nothing 
which  they  know  would  operate  againft  the  caufe 
of  univerfal  righteoufnefs  ;  and  to  keep  continually 
in  view  the  fpreading  of  the  peaceable  kingdom  of 
Chrift  amongft  mankind. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  fpake  of  the  gathered  church, 
in  the  fimilitude  of  a  city,  where  many  being  em¬ 
ployed  were  all  preferved  in  purity  ;  “  they  fhall 
t‘  call  them  the  holy  people  ;  the  redeemed  of 
“  the  Lord,  and  thou  fhall  be  called  fought  out, 
“  a  city  not  forfaken.”  lxiii.  10.  And  the  apoftle 
after  mentioning  the  myftery  of  Chrift’s  fuffer- 
ings  exhorts,  “  Be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  con- 
“  verfation.”  1  Pet.  i.  1 5.  There  is  a  converfation 
neceflary  in  trade  ;  and  there  is  a  converfation 
fo  foreign  from  the  nature  of  Chrift’s  kingdom^ 
that  it  is  reprefented  in  the  fimilitude  of  one 
man  pufhing  another  with  a  warlike  weapon  ; 
“  There  is  that  fpeaketh  like  the  piercings  of  a 

fword.”  Prov.  xii.  18.  Now  in  all  our  con- 
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cerns  St  is  neceflary  that  the  leading  of  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift  be  humbly  waited  for  and  faithfully  follow¬ 
ed,  as  the  only  means  of  being  preferved  chafte  as 
an  holy  people,  who  u  in  all  things  are  circum- 
fpedV’  Exod.  xxiii.  i  3,  that  nothing  we  do  may  car- 
jy  the  appearance  of  approbation  of  the  works  of 
wickednefs,  make  the  unrighteous  more  at  eafe  in 
unrightcoutnefs,  or  occafion  the  injuries  committed 
againft  the  cppieffed  to  be  more  lightly  looked 
over. 

Where  morality  is  kept  to,  and  fupported  by 
the  inhabitants  of  a  country,  there  is  a  certain  re¬ 
proach  attends  thofe  individuals  amongft  them, 
who  manifeftly  deviate  therefrom.  Thus,  if  a 
perfon  of  good  report,  is  charged  with  healing 
goods  out  of  an  open  fhop  in  the  day  time,  and,  on 
a  public  trial,  found  guilty,  and  the  law  in  that- 
cafe  put  in  execution,  he  therein  fuftains  a  lofs  of 
reputation  ;  but  if  he  be  convicted  a  fecond  and 
third  time  of  the  like  offence,  his  good  name 
would  ceafe  amongft  fuch  who  knew  thefe  things. 
If  his  neighbour,  reputed  an  honeft  man,  be  charg¬ 
ed  with  buying  goods  of  this  thief,  at  a  time  when 
the  purchafer  knew  they  were  ftolen,  and  on  a 
public  trial  is  found  guilty,  this  purchafer  would 
meet  with  difefteem,  but  if  he  perfifted  in  buying 
ftolen  goods,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch,  and  was 
publicly  convi&ed  thereof  a  fecond  and  third  time, 
he  would  no  longer  be  confidered  as  an  honeft  man 
by  them  who  knew  thefe  things  ;  nor  would  it  ap¬ 
pear  of  good  report,  to  be  found  in  his  company, 
buying  his  traffick,  ’till  fome  evident  tokens  of  fin- 

cere 
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cere  repentance  appeared  in  him.  Rut  where  ini¬ 
quity  is  committed  openly,  and  the  authors  of  it 
are  not  brought  to  juftice,  nor  put  to  fharae,  their 
hands  grow  ftrong.  Thus,  the  general  corruption 
of  the  Jews,  fhortly  before  their  date  was  broke  up 
by  the  Chaldeans ,  is  defcnbed  by  their  boldnefs 
in  impiety  *  for  as  their  leaders  were  connected  to¬ 
gether  in  wickednefs,  they  ftrengthed  one  ano-- 
ther,  and  grew  confident,  6C  Were  they  afhamed 
“  when  they  had  committed  abominations?  nay, 
“  they  were  not  at  all  afhamed,  neither  could  they 
blufh.”  Jer.  vi.  1 5,  on  which  account  the  Lord  thus 
expoftulates  with  them,  What  hath  my  beloved 
u  to  do  in  my  lloufe,  feeing  die  hath  wrought  lewd- 
“  nefs  with  many  ?  and  the  holy  flefh  is  palled 
u  from  thee,  when  thou  doefl  evil,  then  thou  re- 
ci  joiceft.”  Jer.  xi.  1 5. 

Now,  the  faithful  friends  of  Chrift,  who  hunger 
and  third  after  righteoufnefs,  and  inwardly  breathe 
that  his  kingdom  may  come  on  earth  as  it  is  in  hea¬ 
ven,.  he  teacheth  them  to  be  quick  of  underftanding 
in  his  fear,  and  to  be  very  attentive  to  the  means 
he  may  appoint  for  promoting  pure  righteoufnefs 
in  the  earth  ;  and,  as  fhame  is  due  to  thofe  whole 
works  manifeftly  operate  againfl  the  gracious  de- 
fign  of  his  fufferings  for  us,  a  care  lives  on  their 
minds  that  no  wrong  cuftoms,  however  fupported, 
may  bias  their  judgments  ;  but  that  they  may 
humbly  abide  under  the  crofs  and  be  preferved  in  a 
conduit  which  may  not  contribute  to  {Lengthen 
the  hands  of  the  wicked  in  their  wickednefs,  or  to 

remove 
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remove  fhame  from  thofe  to  whom  it  is  juftly  due. 
The  coming  of  that  day  is  precious  in  which  w  e  ex¬ 
perience  the  truth  of  this  expreffion,  “  The  Lord 
“  our  righteoufnefs.”  -Jer.  xiii,  6,  and  fed  him 
to  be  “  made  unto  us  wifdom  and  fandification.” 

The  example  of  a  righteous  man  is  often  look¬ 
ed  at  with  attention.  Where  righteous  men  join 
in  bufinefs  their  company  gives  encouragement  to 
others  ;  and  one  grain  of  incenfe  deliberately  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  prince  of  this  world,  renders  an  offering  ' 
to  God  in  that  ftate  unacceptable  ;  and  from  thofe 
efteemed  leaders  of  the  people  may  be  injurious  to 
the  weak  ;  it  requires  deep  humility  of  heart,  to 
follow  him  faithfully,  who  alone  gives  found  wif¬ 
dom  and  the  fpirit  of  true  difcerning,  and  O  how 
neceffary  it  is,  to  confider  the  weight  of  a  holy 
profeflion ! 

\  •  •  .  1 

The  conduct  of  fome  formerly,  gave  occafion 
of  complaint  againft  them,  “  Thou  haft  defiled 
<fc  thy  fan&uaries  by  the  multitude  of  thine  iniqni- 
“  ties,  by  the  iniquity  of  thy  traffic/’  Ezek.  xxviii. 

1  8.  and  in  feveral  places  it  is  charged  againft  Ifrael 
that  they  had  polluted  the  holy  name. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  reprefents  inward  fandlifica- 
tion  in  the  fimilitude  of  being  purged  from  that 
which  is  fuel  for  fire;  and  particularly  defcribes  the 
outward  fruits,  brought  forth  by  thofe  who  dwell  in 
this  inward  holinefs,  “  they  walk  righteoufly,  and 
4£  fpeak  uprightly.  By  walking  he  reprefents  the 

journey 
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journey  thro*  life,  as  a  righteous  journey ;  and 
44  by  fpeaking  uprightly,”  feems  to  point  at  that 
which  Mofes  appears  to  have  had  in  view,  when  he 
thus  exprefled  himfelf,  44  Thou  (halt  not  follow  a 
44  multitude  to  do  evil,  nor  fpealc  in  a  cafe  to  de- 
44  cline  after  many  to  wreft  judgment.’*  Exod. 
xxiii.  2. 

He  goes  on  to  fhew  their  firmnefs  in  equity  ;  re~ 
prefenting  them  as  perfons  fuperior  to  all  the  arts 
of  getting  money,  which  have  not  righteoufnefs 
for  their  foundation ;  44  They  defpife  the  gain  of 
44  oppreflions And  further  fhews  how  careful 
they  are  that  no  profpefts  of  gain  may  induce 
them  to  become  partial  in  judgment  refpe&ing  an 
injury ;  44  They  fhake  their  hands  from  holding 
bribes.** 

Again,  where  any  interefl  is  fo  connected  with 
fhedding  blood,  that  the  cry  of  innocent  blood 
goes  alfo  with  it  ;  he  points  out  their  care  to  keep 
innocent  blood  from  crying  againft  them,  in  the 
fimilitude  of  a  man  flopping  his  ears  to  prevent  a 
found  from  entering  his  head,  44  They  Hop  their 
44  ears  from  hearing  blood  and  where  they  know 
that  wickednefs  is  committed,  he  points  out  with 
care,  that  they  do  not  by  an  unguarded  friend- 
fhip  with  the  authors  of  it,  appear  like  unconcern¬ 
ed  lookers  on,  but  as  people  fo  deeply  affe&ed  with 
forrow,  that  they  cannot  endure  to  Hand  by  and 
behold  it ;  this  he  reprefents  in  the  fimilitude  of  a 
man  44  fhutting  his  eyes  from  feeing  evil.** 
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“  Who  amongft  us  fhall  dwell  with  the  devour- 

“  ing  fire?  Who  amongft  us  fhall  dwell  with  ever- 

“  lafting  burnings  ?  Ele  that  walketh  righteoufly 

“.and  fpeaketh  uprightly.  He  that  defpifeth  the  gain 

“  of  opprdllons,  that  fhsketh  his  hands  from  hold- 

“  ing  of  bribes,  that  ftoppeth  his  ears  from  hearing 

“  of  blood,  and  fhuttethhis  eyes  from  feeing  evil.” 

lfaiah  xxxiii.  14,  15. 

•  * 

He  proceeds,  in  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  to  fhew 
how  the  faithful,  being  fupported  under  temptati¬ 
ons,  would  be  preferved  from  that  defilement  that 
there  is  in  the  love  of  money  ;  that,  as  they  who  in 
a  reverent  waiting  on  God,  feel  their  ftrength  re¬ 
newed,  are  iaid  to  “  mount  upward  fo,  here 
their  prefervation  from  the  fnare  of  unrighteous 
gain,  is  reprefented  in  the  likenefs  of  a  man,  borne 
up  above  all  crafty,  artful  means  of  getting  the 
advantage  of  another,  “  They  fhall  dwell  on 
<c  high  ;  and  points  out  the  liability  and  firmnefs 
“  of  their  condition,  “  His  place  of  defence  fhall 
“  be  the  munition  of  rocks  ”  and  that,  under  all 
the  outward  appearances  of  lofs,  in  denying  him- 
felf  of  gainful  profits,  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  yet, 
thro’  the  care  of  him  who  provides  for  the  fparrows, 
he  fhould  have  a  fupply  anfwerable  to  his  infinite 
wifdom,  “  Bread  fhall  be  given  him,  his  waters 
fhall  be  fure.”  And,  as  our  Saviour  mentions  the 
fight  of  God  to  be  attainable  by  “  the  pure  in 
“  heart,”  fo  here  the  prophet  pointed  out,  how,  in 
true  fan&ification,  the  underftanding  is  opened,  to 
behold  the  peaceable  harmonious  nature  of  his 
kingdom,  u  thine  eves  fhall  fee  the  king  in  his 

beau- 
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44  beauty  and  that  looking  beyond  all  the  afflic¬ 
tions  which  attend  the  righteous,  to  44  a  habitation 
44  eternal  in  the  heavens,”  they  with  an  eye  divine¬ 
ly  open  44  fhall  behold  the  land  that  is  very  far  off' 

■  1  *  *  % 

44  He  fhall  dwell  on  high,  his  place  of  defence 
44  fhall  be  the  munitions  of  rocks,  bread  fhall  be 
44  given  him,  his  waters  fhall  be  fure.  Thine  eyes 
44  fhall  fee  the  king  in  his  beauty  *  they  fhall  be- 
44  hold  the  land  that  is  very  far  off.”  Ifaiah  xxxiii. 
16,  17. 

.  c  •  ' 

I  often  remember,  and  to  me  the  fubjetff  is  aw* 
ful,  that  the  great  judge  of  all  the  earth  doeth  that 
which  is  right,  and,  that  he  44  before  whom  the 
44  nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,”  is  44  no  re- 
44  fpe&er  of  perfons.”  Happy  for  them,  who  like 
the  infpired  prophet,  44  in  the  way  of  his  judg¬ 
ments  wait  for  him.”  Ifaiah  xxvi.  8. 

When  we  feel  him  to  fit  as  a  refiner  with  fire,  and 
know  a  refignednefs  wrought  in  us,  to  that  which 
he  appoints  for  us,  his  bleffing  in  a  very  low  eftate, 
is  found  to  be  more  precious  than  much  outward 
treafure  in  thofe  ways  of  life,  where  the  leadings  of 
his  fpirit  are  not  followed. 

The  prophet  in  a  fight  of  a  divine  work  amongft 
many  people,  declared  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
44  I  will  gather  all  nations  and  tongues,  and  they 
44  fhall  come  and  fee  my  glory.”  Ifaiah  lxvi.  18. 
And  again,  44  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  to  the  go- 
44  ing  down  of  the  fame,  my  name  fhall  be  great 

B  b  44  amon  gfi 
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44  amongft  the  Gentiles,  and  in  every  place  incenfd 
<4  {hall  be  offered  to  my  name,  and  a  pure  offer- 

ing.”  Malachi  i.  1 1. 

Behold  here  how  the  prophets  had  an  inward 
fenfe  of  the  fpreading  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ; 
and  how  he  was  fpoken  of  as  one  who  fhould 
44  take  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  ut- 
44  moft  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  poffeffion.”  Pfah 
ii.  8.  That  44  he  was  given  for  a  light  to  the  Gen- 
44  tiles ;  and  for  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth/' 
Ifaiah  xlix.  6. 

When  we  meditate  on  this  divine  work,  as  a 
work  of  ages  :  a  work  which  the  prophets  felt  long 
before  Chrift  appeared  vifibly  on  earth,  and  re¬ 
member  the  bitter  agonies  he  endured  when  he 
44  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death,”  that  the  hea¬ 
then  nations  as  well  as  others,  might  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  and  be  faved. 

t  ■»  »  . 

When  w'e  contemplate  on  this  marvelous  work, 
as  that  which  44  the  angels  defire  to  look  into.”  1 
Pet .  i.  12.  And  behold  people  amongft  whom  this 
light  hath  eminently  broken  forth,  and  who  have 
received  many  favours  from  the  bountiful  hand  of 
our  heavenly  Father  ;  not  only  indifferent  with 
refpedt  to  publifhing  the  glad  tidings  amongft  the 
Gentiles,  as  yet  fitting  in  darknefs  and  entangled 
with  many  fuperftitions ;  burafpiring  after  wealth 
and  worldly  honours,  take  hold  of  means  to  obtain 
their  ends,  tending  to  ftir  up  wrath  and  indigna¬ 
tion  and  to  beget  an  abhorrence  in  them  to  the 

name 
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name  of  chriftianity.  When  thefe  things  are  weight¬ 
ily  attended  to,  how  mournful  is  the  fubjedt  ? 

It  is  worthy  of  remembrance,  that  people  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  deeply  baptized  into  the  nature  of  that 
work  for  which  Chrift  fuffered,  have  joyfully  of¬ 
fered  up  their  liberty  and  lives  for  the  promoting 
of  it  in  the  earth. 

Policarp ,  who  was  reputed  a  difciple  of  St.  John, 
having  attained  to  great  age,  was  at  length  fen- 
tenced  to  die  for  his  religion;  and  being  brought 
to  the  fire,  prayed  nearly  as  follows,  u  Thou  God 
and  father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  I 
have  received  the  knowledge  ©f  thee  !  O  God  of 
angels  and  powers,  and  of  every  living  creature, 
and  of  all  forts  of  juft  men  which  live  in  thy  pre¬ 
fence.  I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  gracioufly 
vouchfafed  this  day  and  this  hour  to  allot  me  a 
portion  among  the  number  of  martyrs,  among 
the  people  of  Chrift,  unto  the  refurredlion  of  ever- 
lading  life  ;  among  whom  I  fhall  be  received  in  thy 
fight,  this  day,  as  a  fruitful  and  acceptable  facrifice; 
wherefore  for  all  this,  I  praife  thee,  I  blefs  thee, 

I  glorify  thee  thro’  the  everlafting;  High-prieft,  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift,  thy  well  beloved  fon  ;  to  whom,  with 
thee  and  the  holy  Ghoft,  be  all  glory,  world  with¬ 
out  end.  Amen.” 

• 

Bifhop  Latimer ,  when  fentence  of  death  by  fire, 
was  pronounced  againft  him,  on  account  of  his 
firmnefs  in  the  caufe  of  religion,  he  faid,  “  I  thank 
God  moft  heartily !  that  he  hath  prolonged  my 

B  b  2  fife 


372  On  MERCHANDIZING. 

life  to  this  end  ;  that  I  may,  in  this  cafe  glorify 
him  by  this  kind  of  death.”  Fax's  Ads  and  Mon. 
936. 

William  Dcwjbury,  who  had  fuffered  much  for 
nis  religion,  in  his  lafi:  ficknefs,  encouraging  his 
friends  to  faithfulnefs,  made  mention,  like  good 
old  'Jacoby  of  the  loving  kindnefs  of  God  to 
him  in  the  courfe  of  his  life,  and  that  thro’  the 
power  of  divine  love,  he  for  Chrift’s  fake  had 
joyfully  entered  prifons.  See  introduction  to  his 
works. 

%  4  :  '  ,  '  J 

I  mention  thefe,  as  a  few  examples,  out  of  ma¬ 
ny,  of  the  powerful  operation  of  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift,  where  people  are  fully  devoted  to  it,  and 
of  the  ardent  longings  in  their  minds  for  the  fpread- 
ing  of  his  kingdom  amongft  mankind.  Now  to 
thofe  in  the  prefent  age,  who  truly  know  Chrift, 
and  feel  the  nature  of  his  peaceful  government 
opened  in  their  underftandings,  how  loud  is  that 
call  wherewith  we  are  called  to  faithfulnefs  ;  that  • 
in  ’following  this  pure  light  of  life,  “  we  as  work- 
ic  ers  together  with  him,”  may  labour  in  that  great 
work  for  which  he  was  offered  as  a  facrifice  on  the 
crofs  ;  and  that  his  peaceable  doftrines  may  fhine 
thro’  us  in  their  real  harmony,  at  a  time  when  the 
name  of  chriftianity  is  become  hateful  to  many  of 
the  heathen. 

When  Gehazi  had  obtained  treafures,  which  the 
prophet  under  divine  direction  had  refufed,  and  was 
rerurned  from  the  bufmefs  ;  the  prophet  troubled 

at 
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at  his  condudt,  queried  if  it  was  a  time  thus  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  a  fpecious  living, 

“  Is  it  a  time  to  receive  money  and  garments, 
iC  men  fervants  and  maid  fervants?  the  leprofy  there- 
cc  fore  of  Naaman  fhall  cleave  to  thee  and  to  thy 
‘f  feed  for  ever.”  2  Kings  v.  26.  And  O  that  we 
may  lay  to  heart  the  condition  of  the  prefent  time! 
and  humbly  follow  his  qounfel,  who  alone  is  able  to 
prepare  the  way  for  a  true  harmonious  walking 
amongft  mankind. 


CHAP.  IV. 

On  Divine  ADMONITIONS. 

SUCH  are  the  perfections  of  our  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  that  in  all  the  difpenfations  of  his 
providence,  it  is  our  duty,  c<  in  every  thing,  to 
“  give  thanks.”  Tho’  from  the  firft  fettlement 
of  this  part  of  America ,  he  hath  not  extended  his 
judgments  to  the  degree  of  famine,  yet  worms  at 
times  have  come  forth  beyond  numbering,  and  laid 
wafle  fields  of  grain  and  graft,  where  they  have 
appeared  i  another  kind,  in  great  multitudes,  work¬ 
ing  out  of  fight,  in  graft  ground,  have  fo  eat  the 
roots,  that  the  fiirface  being  loofened  from  the  foil 
beneath,  might  be  taken  off  in  great  fheets. 

Theft 
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Thefe  kind  of  devouring  creatures  appearing 
feldom,  and  coming  in  fuch  multitudes,  the  gene¬ 
ration  appears  different  from  moft  other  reptiles, 
and  by  the  prophet  were  called  “  God’s  army  fent 
amongft  the  people.”  Joel  ii.  25. 

There  have  been  tempefts  of  hail,  which  have 
very  much  deflroyed  the  grain  where  they  extend¬ 
ed.  Thro’  long  drought  in  fummer,  grain  in  fome 
places  hath  been  lefs  than  half  theufual  quantity 
and  in  the  continuance  thereof,  I  have  beheld  with 
attention,  from  week  to  week,  how  drynefs  from 
the  top  of  the  earth,  hath  extended  deeper  and 
deeper,  while  the  corn  and  plants  have  languifhed  ; 
and  with  reverence  my  mind  hath  been  turned  to¬ 
ward  him,  who  being  perfect  in  goodnefs,  in  wif- 
dom  and  power,  doeth  all  things  right.  And  after 
long  drought,  when  the  fky  hath  grown  dark  with 
a  colledtion  of  matter,  and  clouds  like  lakes  of  wa¬ 
ter  hung  over  our  heads,  from  whence  the  thirfly 
land  hath  been  foaked  ;  I  have  at  times,  with  aw- 
fulnefs,  beheld  the  vehement  operation  of  lightning, 
.made  fometimes  to  accompany  thefe  bleffings,  as 
a  meflenger  from  him  who  created  all  things,  to 
remind  us  of  our  duty  in  a  right  ufe  of  thofe  bene¬ 
fits,  and  give  finking  admonitions,  that  we  do  not 
mifapply  thofe  gifts,  in  which  an  Almighty  power 
is  exerted,  in  beflowjng  them  upon  us. 

When 

*  When  crops  fail,  I  often  feel  a  tender  care  that  the  calc  of 
pqor  tenants  may  be  mercifully  confidered. 
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When  I  have  confidered  that  many  of  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures  fuffer  much  in  fome  places,  for  want 
of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  whilft  thofe  who  rule  over 
them  are  too  much  given  to  luxury,  and  divers 
vanities  ;  and  behold  the  apparent  deviation  from 
pure  wifdom  amongft  us,  in  the  ufe  of  the  outward 
gifts  of  God  ;  thofe  marks  of  famine  have  appear¬ 
ed  like  humbling  admonitions  from  him,  that  we 
might  be  inftrudted  by  gentle  chaftifements,  and 
might  ferioufly  conftder  our  ways:  remembering 
that  the  outward  fupply  of  life  is  a  gift  from  our 
heavenly  Father,  and  that  we  fhould  no  more  ven¬ 
ture  to  ufe,  or  apply  his  gifts,  in  a  way  contrary 
to  pure  wifdom. 

Should  we  continue  to  rejedt  thofe  merciful  ad¬ 
monitions,  and  ufe  his  gifts  at  home,  contrary  to 
the  gracious  defign  of  the  giver,  or  fend  them  a- 
broad  in  a  way  of  trade,  which  the  fpirit  of  truth 
doth  not  lead  into  ;  and  fhould  he  whofe  eyes  are 
upon  all  our  ways,  extend  his  chaftifements  fo  far 
as  to  reduce  us  to  much  greater  diftrefs  than  hath 
yet  been  felt  by  thefe  provinces;  with  what  forrow 
of  heart  might  we  meditate  on  that  fubjedf,  “  Haft 
“  thou  not  procured  this  unto  thy  felf,  in  that  thou 
u  haft  forfaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  when  he  led  thee 

by  the  way  ?  Thine  own  wickednefs  (hall  correct 
“  thee,  and  thy  backflidings  (hall  reprove  thee  ; 
u  know  therefore  and  fee,  that  it  is  an  evil  thins 
“  and  bitter,  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the  Lord  thy 
“  God,  and  that  my  fear  is  not  in  thee,  faith  the 
si  Lord  God  of  hofts.”  yer.  ii.  17,  19. 1 
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My  mind  hath  often  been  affeCted  with  forrow, 
in  beholding  a  wrong  application  of  the  gifts  of 
our  heavenly  Father;  and  thofe  expreflions  concern¬ 
ing  the  defilement  of  the  earth  have  been  opened 
to  my  underftanding,  u  The  earth  was  corrupt  be 
u  f°re  God,  and  the  earth  was  filled  with  violence.” 
Gen.  vi.  1 i.  Again,  Ifaiah  xxiv.  v.  “  The  earth 
“  alfo,  is  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  thereof,  be- 
6<  caufe  they  have — broken  the  everlafting  cove- 
“  nant.” 

The  earth  being  the  work  of  a  divine  power, 
may  not  as  fuch  be  accounted  unclean,  but  when 
violence  is  committed  thereon,  and  the  channel  of 
righteoufnefs  fo  obftru&ed,  that  “  in  our  fkirts 
“  are  found  the  blood  of  the  fouls  of  poor  inno- 
“  cents  ;  not  by  a  fecret  fearch,  but  upon  all  thefe,” 
yerom .  ii.  34.* 

When  blood,  filed  unrighteoufly,  remains  un- 
attoned  for,  and  the  inhabitants  are  not  effectually 
purged  from  it,  when  they  do  not  wafh  their  hands 
in  innocency,  as  was  figured  in  the  law,  in  the 
cafe  of  one  being  found  flain  ;  but  feek  for  gain 
arifing  from  fcenes  of  violence  and  opprefficn,  here 
the  land  is  polluted  with  blood.  Dent.  xxi.  6. 

Moreover, 


*  See  a  caution  and  warning  to  Great* Britain  and  her  colo- 
Ionics,  page  31. 
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Moreover,  when  the  earth  is  planted  and  till¬ 
ed,  and  the  fruits  brought  forth  are  applied  to 
fupport  unrighteous  purpofes;  here  the  gracious  de- 
fign  of  infinite  goodnefs,  in  thefe  his  gifts,  being 
perverted,  the  earth  is  defiled  ;  and  the  complaint 
formerly  uttered  becomes  applicable  ;  “  Thou 

“  haft  made  me  to  ferve  with  thy  fins  ;  thou  haft 
u  wearied  me  with  thine  iniquities.”  Ifaiah  xliii. 
24. 


THE  END; 


[  378  ] 


REMARKS 
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SUNDRY  SUBJECTS. 
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Firfh  printed  in  London,  1773. 


CHAP.I, 


On  loving  our  neigbonrs  as  our/elves . 


HEN  we  love  the  Lord  with  all  our  hearts, 


▼  V  and  his  creatures  in  his  love,  we  are  then 
preferved  in  tendernefs  both  toward  makind  and 
the  animal  creation  ;  but  if  another  fpirit  gets  room 
in  our  minds,  and  we  follow  it  in  our  proceedings, 
we  are  then  in  the  way  of  difordering  the  affairs 
of  fociety. 

People  may  have  no  intention  to  opprefs,  yet 
by  entering  on  expenlive  ways  of  life,  their  minds 
may  be  fo  entangled  therein,  and  fo  engaged  to 
fupport  expenfive  cuftoms,  as  to  be  eftranged  from 
the  pure  fympathizing  fpirit. 


As 
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As  I  have  travelled  in  England ,  I  have  had  a  ten¬ 
der  feeling  of  the  condition  of  poor  people,  feme 
of  whom,  though  honed:  and  induftrious,  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fpare  toward  paying  for  the  fchooling  of 
their  children. 

There  is  a  proportion  betv/een  labour  and  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  and  in  true  brotherly  love  the 
mind  is  open  to  feel  after  the  neceffnies  of  the 
poor. 

Amongft  the  poor  there  are  fome  that  are  weak 
through  age,  and  others  of  a  weakly  nature,  who 
pafs  through  ftraits  in  very  private  life,  without 
aiking  relief  from  the  public. 

Such  who  are  ftrong  and  healthy  may  do  that 
bufinefs,  which  to  the  weakly  may  be  oppreffive; 
and  in  performing  that  in  a  day  which  is  efteemed 
a  day’s  labour,  by  weakly  perfons  in  the  field  and 
in  the  fhops,  and  by  weakly  women  who  fpin  and 
knit  in  the  manufactories,  they  often  pafs  through 
wearinefs;  and  many  fighs  I  believe  are  uttered  "in 
fecret,  unheard  by  fome  who  might  eafe  their  bur¬ 
dens. 

Labour  in  the  right  medium  is  healthy,  but  in 
too  much  of  it  there  is  a  painful  wearinefs  ;  and 
the  hardfhips  of  the  poor  are  fometimes  increafed 
through  want  of  more  agreeable  nourifhment, 
more  plentiful  fewel  for  the  fire,  and  w'armer 

cloathing  in  the  winter  than  their  wages  will  an- 
lwer. 

When 


\ 
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When  I  have  beheld  plenty  in  fome  houfes  to 
a  degree  of  luxury,  the  condition  of  poor  children 
brought  up  without  learning,  and  the  condition  of 
the  weakly  and  aged,  who  ftrive  to  live  by  their 
labour,  have  often  revived  in  my  mind,  as  cafes  of 
which  fome  who  live  in  fulnefs  need  to  be  put  in 
remembrance. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  could  behold  their  fellow- 
creatures  lie  long  in  diftrefs,  and  forbear  to  help 
them,  when  they  could  do  it  without  any  inconve¬ 
nience  ;  but  cuftoms  requiring  much  labour  to  fup- 
port  them,  do  often  lie  heavy  on  the  poor,  while 
they  who  live  in  thefe  cuftoms  are  fo  entangled  in  a 
multitude  of  unneceffiiry  concerns,  that  they  think 
but  little  of  the  hardfhips  which  the  poor  people 
go  through. 

If  a  man  fuccefsful  in  bufinefs  expends  part  of 
his  income  in  things  of  no  real  ufe,  while  the  poor 
employed  by  hirm  pafs  through  great  difficulties  in 
getting  the  neceffaries  of  life,  this  requires  hi? 
ferious  attention. 

If  feveral  principal  men  in  bufinefs  unite  in  fet^ 
ting  the  wage$  of  thofe  who  work  for  hire,  and 
therein  have  regard  to  a  profit  to  themfelves  an- 
fwerable  to  unneceffary  expence  in  their  families, 
while  the  wages  of  the  others  on  a  moderate  induf- 
try  will  not  afford  a  comfortable  living  for  their 
families,  and  a  proper  education  for  their  children* 
this  is  like  laying  a  temptation  in  the  way  of  fome 
to  ftrive  for  a  place  higher  than  they  are  in,  when 
they  have  not  flock  fufficient  for  it. 


Now 
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Now  I  feel  a  concern  in  the  fpring  of  pure  love, 
that  all  who  have  plenty  of  outward  fubftance, 
may  example  others  in  the  right  ufe  of  things  , 
may  carefully  look  into  the  condition  of  poor  peo¬ 
ple,  and  beware  of  exacting  on  them  with  regard 
to  their  wages. 

While  hired  labourers,  by  moderate  induftry, 
through  the  divine  blefling,  may  live  comfortably, 
raife  up  families,  and  give  them  fuitable  education, 
it  appears  reafonable  for  them  to  be  content  with 
their  wages. 

If  they  who  have  plenty,  love  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  in  that  love  which  is  divine,  and  in  all  their 
proceedings  have  an  equal  regard  to  the  good  of 
mankind  univerfally,  their  place  in  fociety  is  a 
place  of  care,  an  office  requiring  attention,  and 
the  more  we  poffiefs,  the  greater  is  our  truft,  and 
with  an  increafe  of  treafure,  an  increafe  of  care 
becomes  neceffiary. 

y 

x 

When  our  will  is  fubjeft  to  the  will  of  God, 
and  in  relation  to  the  things  of  this  world,  we  have 
nothing  in  view,  but  a  comfortable  living  equally 
with  the  reft  of  our  fellow-creatures,  then  outward 
treafures  are  no  farther  defirable  than  as  we  feel  a 
gift  in  our  minds  equal  to  the  truft,  and  ftrength 
to  aft  as  dutiful  children  in  his  fervice,  who  hath 
formed  all  mankind,  and  appointed  a  fubfiftence 
for  us  in  this  world. 


A  defire 
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A  defire  of  treafures  on  any  other  motive,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  againft  that  command  of  our  Hefted 
Saviour,  “  Lay  not  up  for  yourfelves  treafures  on 
“  earth/’  Matt.  vi.  1 9. 

He  forbids  not  laying  up  in  the  fummer  againft 
the  wants  of  winter  ^  nor  doth  he  teach  us  to  be 
flothful  in  that  which  properly  relates  to  our  being 
in  this  world  ;  but  in  this  prohibition  he  puts  in 
yourfelves ,  “  Lay  not  up  for  yourfelves  treafures 

tc  here  on  earth.” 

Now  in  the  pure  light,  this  language  is  under- 
flood,  for  in  the  love  of  Chrifl  there  is  no  refpedl 
of  perfons  ;  and  while  we  abide  in  his  love,  we 
live  not  to  ourfelves,  but  to  him  who  died  for  us. 
And  as  we  are  thus  united  in  fpirit  to  Chrifl,  we  are 
engaged  to  labour  in  promoting  that  work  in  the 
earth  for  which  he  fuffered. 

In  this  flate  of  mind  our  defires  are,  that  every 
honeft  member  in  fociety  may  have  a  portion  of 
treafure,  and  fhare  of  truft,  anfwerable  to  that  gift, 
with  which  our  heavenly  Father  hath  gifted  us. 

In  great  treafure,  there  is  a  great  truft. 

A  great  truft  requireth  great  care. 

/ 

But  the  laborious  mind  wants  reft. 

A  pious  man  is  content  to  do  a  fhare  of  bufinets 
in  fociety,  anfwerabk  to  the  gifts  with  which  he  is 
endowed,  while  the  channels  of  bufmefs  are  free 

from 
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from  unrighteoufnefs,  but  is  careful  left  at  any 
time  his  heart  be  overcharged. 

In  the  harmonious  fpirit  of  fociety,  “  Ghrift  is 
“  all  in  all.”  Col.  \\\r  1 1. 

Here  it  is  that  “  old  things  are  paft  away,  all 
“  things  are  new,  all  things  are  of  God.”  z  Cor.  v.  1 7, 
18.  and  the  defire  for  outward  riches  is  at  an  end. 

They  of  low  degree  who  have  fmall  gifts,  enjoy 
their  help  who  have  large  gifts  ;  thofe  with  their 
fmall  gifts,  have  a  fmall  degree  of  care,  while 
thefe  with  their  large  gifts,  have  a  large  degree  of 
care :  and  thus  to  abide  in  the  love  of  Chrift,  and 
enjoy  a  comfortable  living  in  this  world,  is  all  that 
is  aimed  at  by  thofe  members  in  fociety,  to  whom 
Chrift  is  made  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs. 

But  when  they  who  have  much  treafure,  are  not 
faithful  ftewards  of  the  gifts  of  God,  great  difficul¬ 
ties  attend  it. 

*  /  t-  * '  i  ,  , ' 

Now  this  matter  hath  deeply  affedted  my  mind* 
The  Lord,  thro’  merciful  chaftifements,  hath  gi¬ 
ven  me  a  feeling  of  that  love,  in  which  the  har¬ 
mony  of  fociety  ftandeth,  and  a  fight  of  the 
growth  of  that  feed  which  bringeth  forth  wars 
and  great  calamities  in  the  world;  and  a  labour 
attends  me  to  open  it  to  others. 

Now  to  adt  with  integrity,  according  to  that 
ftrength  of  mind  and  body  with  which  our  cre¬ 
ator. 


/ 
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ator  hath  endowed  each  of  us,  appears  neceffary 
for  all,  and  he  who  thus  Hands  in  the  loweft  Ra¬ 
tion,  appears  to  be  entitled  to  as  comfortable  and 
convenient  a  living,  as  he  whofe  gifts  of  mind  are 
greater,  and  whofe  cares  are  more  extenfive. 

If  fome  endowed  with  flrong  underftandings 
as  men,  abide  not  in  the  harmonious  Hate,  in 
which  we  “  love  our  neighbours  as  ourfelves,”  but 
walk  in  that  fpirit  in  which  the  children  of  this 
world  are  wife  in  their  generation  ;  thefe  by  the 
ftrength  of  contrivance  may  fometimes  gather 
great  treafure,  but  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is 
foolifhnefs  with  God  ;  and  if  we  gather  treafures 
in  worldly  wifdom,  we  lay  up  “  treafures  for 
“  ourfelves and  great  treafures  managed  in 
any  other  fpirit  than  the  fpirit  of  truth,  diforder- 
eth  the  affairs  of  fociety,  for  hereby  the  good 
gifts  of  God  in  this  outward  creation  are  turned 
into  the  channels  of  wordly  honour,  and  fre¬ 
quently  applied  to  fupport  luxury,  while  the  wa¬ 
ges  of  poor  labourers  are  fuch,  that  with  mode¬ 
rate  induftry  and  frugality  they  may  not  live  com¬ 
fortably,  raife  up  families,  and  give  them  fuitable 
education,  but  thro’  the  ftreightnefs  of  their  con¬ 
dition,  are  often  drawn  on  to  labour  under  weari- 
nefs,  to  toil  thro’  hardfhips  'themfelves,  and  fre¬ 
quently  to  opprefs  thofe  ufeful  animals  with  which 
we  are  entrufted. 

From  age  to  age,  throughout  all  ages,  divine 
love  is  that  alone,  in  which  dominion  has  been,  is, 
and  will  be  rightly  conduced. 

In 
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.  .  .  / 

In  this  the  endowments  of  men  are  fo  employed, 
that  the  friend  and  the  governor  are  united  in  one, 
and  opprefllve  cuftoms  come  to  an  end. 

Riches  in  the  hands  of  individuals  in  fociety, 
are  attended  with  fome  degree  of  power  ;  and  fo 
far  as  power  is  put  forth  feparate  from  pure  love, 
fo  far  the  government  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  is  in¬ 
terrupted  ;  and  as  we  know  not  that  our  children 
after  us  will  dwell  in  that  flate  in  which  power 
is  rightly  applied,  to  lay  up  riches  for  them  appears 
to  be  againft  the  nature  of  his  government. 

The  earth,  thro’  the  labour  of  men  under  the 
blefling  of  him  who  formed  it,  yieldeth  a  fupply 
for  the  inhabitants  from  generation  to  generation, 
and  they  who  walk  in  the  pure  light,  their  minds 
are  prepared  to  tafte  and  relifh  not  only  thofe 
bleffings  which  are  fpiritual,  but  alfo  to  feel  a 
fweetnefs  and  fatisfaution  in  a  right  ufe  of  the  good 
gifts  of  God  in  the  vifible  creation. 

Here  we  fee  that  man’s  happinefs  Hands  not  in 
great  pofleflions,  but  in  a  heart  devoted  to  follow 
Chrift,  in  that  ufe  of  things,  where  cuftoms  contra¬ 
ry  to  univerfal  love  have  no  power  over  us. 

In  this  Rate  our  hearts  are  prepared  to  truft  in 
God,  and  our  defires  for  our  children  and  pofteri- 
ty  are,  that  they,  with  the  reft  of  mankind,  in 
ages  to  come,  may  be  of  that  number,  of  whom 
he  hath  faid,  “  I  will  be  a  father  to  them,  and  they 
“  (hall  be  my  fonsand  daughters,’’  2  Cor.  vi.  18. 

C  c  t  When 


' 
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When  wages  in  a  fruitful  land  bear  fo  fmall  a 
proportion  to  the  neeeflaries  of  life,  that  poor 
honeft  people  who  have  families,  cannot,  by  a  mo¬ 
derate  induftry,  attain  to  a  comfortable  living,  and 
give  their  children  {efficient  learning,  but  muft  ei¬ 
ther  labour  to  a  degree  of  oppreffion,  or  elfe  omit 
that  which  appears  to  be  a  duty. 

While  this  is  the  cafe  with  the  poor,  there  is  an 
inclination  in  the  minds  of  mod  people,  to  prepare, 
at  lead:  fo  much  treafure  for  their  children,  that 
they  with  care  and  moderate  induftry  may  live  free 
from  thefe  hardfhips  which  the  poor  pafs  thro’. 

%  1  r 

Now,  this  fubjedt  requireth  our  ferious  confider- 
ation  :  to  labour  that  our  children  may  be  put  in 
a  way  to  live  comfortably,  appears  in  itfelf  to  be 
a  duty,  fo  long  as  thefe  our  labours  are  confid¬ 
ent  with  univerfal  righteoufnefs;  but  if,  in  driving, 
to  fhun  poverty,  we  do  not  walk  in  that  date 
where  “  Chrift  is  out  life,”  then  we  wander  * 
cc  He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life.”  1  John  v.  12. 
“  This  life  is  the.  light  of  men.”  John  i.  4.  If 
we  walk  not  in  this  light,  we  walk  in  darknefs, 
and,  cc  he  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  knoweth  not 
“  whither  he  goeth.”  John  xii.  35. 

To  keep  to  right  means  in  labouring  to  attain 
a  right  end  is  neceffary  :  If,  in  driving  to  fhun 
poverty,  we  drive  only  in  that  date,  where  Chrift 
is  the  light  of  our  life,  our  labours  will  Hand  in 
the  true  harmony  of  fociety  ;  but,  if  people  are 
confident  that  the  end  aimed  at  is  good,  and  in 

this  confidence,  purfue  it  fp  eagerly,  as  no't  to  wait 

for 
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for  the  fpirit  of  truth  to  lead  them,  then  they 
come  to  lofs.  cc  Chrift  is  given  to  be  a  leader  and 
“  commander  of  the  people.”  Ifaiah  liv.  4.  Again, 
“  The  Lord  fhall  guide  thee  continually,”  Ifaiah 
lviii.  12.  Again  ;  “  Lord,  thou  wilt  ordain  peace 
u  for  us,  for  thou  alfo  haft  wrought  all  our  works 
u  in  us.”  Ifi.  xxv i.  1  2. 

“  In  the  Lord  have  we  righteoufnefs  and 
u  ftrength.”  Ifaiah  xlv.  24. 

In  this  ftate,  our  minds  are  preferved  watchful, 
in  following  the  leadings  of  his  fpirit  in  all  our 
proceedings  in  this  world,  and  a  care  is  felt  for 
a  reformation  in  general  ;  that  our  own  pofterity, 
with  the  reft  of  mankind,  in  fucceeding  ages,  may 
not  be  entangled  by  opprefiive  cuftoms,  tranf- 
mitted,  to  them  thro’  our  hands  :  but,  if  people 
in  the  narrownefs  of  natural  love,  are  afraid  that 
their  children  will  be  oppreffed  by  the  rich,  and, 
thro’  an  eager  defire  to  get  treafures,  depart  from 
the  pure  leadings  of  truth  in  one  cafe,  though  it 
may  feem  to  be  a  fmall  matter,  yet  the  mind,  even 
in  that  fmall  matter,  may  be  emboldened  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  a  way  of  proceeding,  without  waiting  for 
the  divine  Leader. 

Thus  people  may  grow  expert  in  bufinefs,  wife 
in  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  retain  a  fair  reputa¬ 
tion  amongft  men,  and  yet,  being  ftrangers  to  the 
voice  of  Chrift,  the  fafe  leader  of  his  flock,  the 
treafures  thus  gotten,  may  be  like  fnares  to  the 
feet  of  their  pofterity. 

Now,  to  keep  faithful  to  the  pure  counfellor,  and, 
under  trying  circumftances,  fuffer  adverfity  for 
righteoufnefs  fake,  in  this  there  is  a  reward. 

C  c  2 


If 
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If  we,  being  poor,  are  hardly  dealt  with  by  thofe 
who  are  rich,  and  under  this  difficulty  are  frugal 
and  induftrious,  and  in  true  humility  open  our 
cafe  to  them  who  opprefs  us,  this  may  reach  the 
pure  witnefsin  their  minds  ;  andtho’  we  fhould  re¬ 
main  under  difficulties  as  to  the  outward,  yet  if  we 
abide  in  the  love  of  Chrift,  all  will  work  for  our 
good. 

When  we  feel  what  it  is  to  fuffer  in  the  true 
fuffering  ftate,  then  we  experience  the  truth  of 
thofe  expreffions,  that,  u  as  the  the  fufferings  of 
44  Chrift  abound  in  us,  fo  our  confolation  abound- 
“  eth  by  Chrift.”  2  Cor*  i.  5. 

/ 

But  if  poor  people  who  are  hardly  dealt  with, 
do  not  attain  to  the  true  fuffering  ftate,  do  not 
labour  in  true  love  with  thofe  who  deal  hardly 
with  them,  but  envy  their  outward  greattiefs,  mur¬ 
mur  in  their  hearts  becaufe  of  their  own  poverty, 
and  ftrive  in  the  wifdom  of  this  world  to  get  rich¬ 
es  for  themfelves  and  their  children  *  this  is  like 
wandering  in  the  dark. 

If  we  who  are  of  a  middle  ftation  between  rich¬ 
es  and  poverty,  are  affeded  at  times  with  the  op- 
preflions  of  the  poor,  and  feel  a  tender  regard  for 
our  pofterity  after  us ;  O  how  neceffary  is  it  that 
we  wait  for  the  pure  counfel  of  truth  ! 

Many  have  feen  the  hardftiips  of  the  poor,  and 

feel  an  eager  delire  that  their  children  mu)  be 

put  in  a  way  to  efcape  thefe  hardfnips  ;  but  how 

few  have  continued  in  that  pure  love  which  open- 

eth 
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eth  our  underftandings  to  proceed  rightly  undei; 
thefe  difficulties  ! 

Ho  w  few  have  faithfully  followed  that  holy 
Leader  who  prepares  his  people  to  labour  for  the 
reftoration  of  true  harmony  amongft  our  fellow- 
creatures! 

In  the  pure  gofpel-fpirit,  u  we  walk  by  faith 
•c  and  not  by  fight.”  2  Cor.  v.  7. 

In  the  obedience  of  faith  we  die  to  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  felf-love,  and  our  life  being  hid  with  Chrifl; 
in  God,  our  hearts  are  enlarged  toward  mankind 
univerfally  ;  but  in  departing  from  the  true  light 
of  life,  many  in  ftriving  to  get  treasures  have  (tum¬ 
bled  upon  the  darli  mountains. 

Now  that  purity  of  life  which  proceeds  from 
faithfulnefs  in  following  the'  fpirit  of  truth,  that 
ftate  where  our  minds  are  devoted  to  ferve  God, 
and  all  our  wants  are  bounded  by  his  wifdom; 
this  habitation  has  often  been  opened  before  me 
as  a  place  of  retirement  for  the  children  of  the 
light,  where  we  may  ftand  feparated  from  that 
which  difordereth  and  confufeth  the  affairs  of  fo- 
ciety,  and  where  we  may  have  a  teftimony  of  our 
innocence  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  behold  us. 

Thro’  departing  from  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
thro’  introducing  ways  of  life  attended  with  un- 
necefTary  expences,  many  wants  have  arifen,  the, 
minds  of  people  have  been  employed  in  ftudying 
to  get  wealth,  and  in  this  purfuit  fome  depart¬ 
ing 
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ing  from  equity,  have  retained  a  profeffion  of  re¬ 
ligion  ;  others  have  looked  at  their  example,  and 
thereby  been  {Lengthened  to  proceed  further  in 
the  fame  way  :  thus  many  have  encouraged  the 
trade  of  taking  men  from  Africa ,  and  felling  them 
as  haves. 

4 

It  hath  been  computed  that  near  one  hundred 
thoufand  Negroes  have,  of  late  years,  been  taken 
annually  from  that  coaft,  by  fhips  employed  in  the 
Englifh  trade. 

As  I  have  travelled  on  religious  vifits  in  fome 
parts  of  America ,  I  have  feen  many  of  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  under  the  command  of  overfeers,  in  a  painful 
fervitude. 

I  have  beheld  them  as  Gentiles ,  under  people 
profeffing  chriftianity;  not  only  kept  ignorant  of 
the  holy  fcriptures,  but  under  great  provocations 
to  wrath  ;  of  whom  it  may  truly  be  faid,  They 
<c  that  rule  over  them  make  them  to  howl,”  and 
the  holy  Name  is  abundantly  biafphemed.  If  a.  lii.  5. 
Where  children  are  taught  to  read  the  facred  wri¬ 
tings,  while  young,  and  exampled  in  meeknefs  and 
humility,  it  is  often  helpful  to  them,  nor  is  this  any 
more  than  a  debt  due  from  us  to  a  fucceeding  age. 

But,  where  youth  are  pinched  for  want  ol  the 
neceiTanes  of  life,  forced  to  labour  hard  unoer 
the  harfh  rebukes  of  rigorous  overfeers,  and  ma¬ 
ny  times  endure  unmerciful  whippings  :  in  fuch 
2,n  education,  how  great  are  the  difadvantages 


On  Loving  our  NEIGHBOURS.  391 

»  *  V 

they  lie  under !  And  how  forcibly  do  thefe  things, 
work  againft  the  increa(e  of  the  government  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace  ! 

\ 

Humphrey  Smith ,  in  his  works,  p.  125,  fpeaking 
of  the  tender  feelings  of  the  love  of  God  in  his 
heart  when  he  was  a  child,  faid,  u  By  the  violent 
wrathful  nature  that  ruled  in  others,  was  my  qui- 
etnefs  difturbed,  and  anger  begotten  in  me  toward 
them,  yet  that  of  God  in  me  was  not  wholly  over¬ 
come,  but  his  love  was  felt  in  my  heart,  and  great 
was  my  grief  when  the  earthly-mindednefs  and 
wrathful  nature  fo  provoked  me,  that  I  was  eftran- 
ged  from  it/1  1 

And  this  I  write  as  a  warning  to  parents  and 
others,  that,  in  the  fear  of  the  living  God,  you  may 
train  up  the  youth,  and  may  not  be  a  means  of 
bringing  them  into  fuch  alienation/’ 

Many  are  the  vanities  and  luxuries  of  the  prefent 
age,  and  in  labouring  to  fupport  a  way  of  living 
conformable  to  the  prefent  world,  the  departure 
from  that  wifdom  that  is  pure  and  peaceable,  hath 
been  great. 

1 

Under  the  fenfe  of  a  deep  revolt,  and  an  over¬ 
flowing  dream  of  unrighteoufnefs,  my  life  has  been 
often  a  life  of  mourning,  and  tender  defires  are 
raifed  in  me,  that  the  nature  of  this  practice  may 
be  laid  to  heart. 

✓  A 

I  have  read  fome  books  wrote  by  people  who 

were  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  getting  (laves 
in  Africa .  } 
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I  have  had  verbal  relations  of  this  nature  from 
feveral  Negroes  brought  from  Africa ,  who  have 
learned  to  talk  Englijh . 

I  have  fundry  times  heard  Englijhmen  fpeak  on 
th  s  fubjedl,  who  have  been  in  Africa  on  this  bufi- 
hnefs  ;  and  from  all  thefe  accounts  it  appears  evi¬ 
dent  that  great  violence  is  committed,  and  much 
bloodfhed  in  Africa  in  getting  flaves. 

When  three  or  four  hundred  flaves  are  put  in 
the  hold  of  a  veffel  in  a  hot  climate,  their  breath¬ 
ing  foon  afifefts  the  air.  Were  that  number  of 
free  people  to  go  paffengers  with  all  things  pro¬ 
per  for  their  voyage,  there  would  inconvenience 
arife  from  their  number  ;  but  flaves  are  taken 
by  violence,  and  frequently  endeavour  to  kill 
the  while  people,  that  they  may  return  to  their 
native  land.  Hence  they  are  frequently  kept 
under  fome  fort  of  confinement,  by  means  of 
which  a  fcent  arifeth  in  the  hold  of  a  fhip,  and 
diftempers  often  break  out  amongft  them,  of 
which  many  die.  Of  this  tainted  air  in  the  hold 
of  fhips  freighted  with  flaves,  I  have  had  feveral 
accounts,  fome  in  print,  and  fome  verbal,  and  all 
agree  that  the  fcent  is  grievous.  When  thofe  peo¬ 
ple  are  fold  in  America ,  and  in  the  iflands,  they  are 
made  to  labour  in  a  manner  more  fervile  and  con- 
ftant,  than  that  which  they  were  ufed  to  at  home ; 
thus  with  grief,  with  different  diet  from  what  has 
been  common  with  them,  and  with  hard  labour, 
fome  thoufands  are  computed  to  die  every  year,  in 
\vhat  is  called  the  feafoning, 


Thus 
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Thus  it  appears  evident,  that  great  numbers  of 
thefe  people  are  brought  every  year  to  an  untimely 
end;  many  of  them  being  fuch  who  never  injured  us. 

Where  the  innocent  fuffer  under  hard-hearted 
men,  even  unto  death,  and  the  channels  of  equity 
are  fo  obftrudted,  that  the  caufe  of  the  fufferers  is 
not  judged  in  righteoufnefs,  “  the  land  is  polluted 
u  with  blood.”  Numb .  xxxv.  33. 

Where  blood  hath  been  fhed  unrighteoufly,  and  re¬ 
mains  unatoned  for,  the  cry  thereof  is  very  piercing. 

Under  the  humbling  difpenfations  of  divine  Pro¬ 
vidence,  this  cry  hath  deeply  affedfed  my  heart, 
and  I  feel  a  concern  to  open,  as  I  may  be  enabled, 
that  which  lieth  heavy  on  my  mind. 

When  “  the  iniquity  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  and 
a  of  Judah  was  exceedingly  great,  when  the  land 
u  was  defiled  with  blood,  and  the  city  full  of  per- 
iC  verfenefs.  Ezek.  ix.  9.  “  Some  were  found  figh- 
a  ing  and  crying  for  the  abominations  of  the 
u  times.”  Ezek .  ix.  4.  and  fuch  who  live  under  a 
a  tight  feeling  of  our  condition  as  a  nation,  thefe, 

I  truft,  will  be  fenfible  that  the  Lord  at  this  day 
doth  call  to  mourning,  tho’  many  are  ignorant  of 
it.  So  powerful  are  bad  cuftoms  when  they  be¬ 
come  general,  that  people  growing  bold  thro’  the 
examples  one  of  another,  have  often  been  unmov¬ 
ed  at  the  molt  ferious  warnings. 

Thro’  abiding  in  the  love  of  Chriffc  we  feel  a 
tendernefs  in  our  hearts  towards  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,* 
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tures,  entangled  in  oppreffive  cuftoms;  and  a  con¬ 
cern  fo  to  walk,  that  our  conduft  may  not  be  a 
means  of  {Lengthening  them  in  error. 

It  was  the  command  of  the  Lord,  thro’  Mofes, 
u  Thou  fhalt  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  heart : 
*c  thou  fhalt  in  any  wife  rebuke  thy  neighbour, 

and  not  fuffer  fin  upon  him.”  Lev.  xix.  17. 

Again  ; “  Keep  thee  far  from  a  falfe  matter  ;  and 
“  the  innocent  and  righteous  flay  thou  not,”  Ex¬ 
odus  xxiii.  7. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  mentions  opprefiion  as  that 
which  the  true  church,  in  time  of  outward  qui¬ 
et,  fhould  not  only  be  clear  of,  but  fhould  be 
far  from  it ,  cc  Thou  fhalt  be  far  from  opprefiion.” 
Ifaiah  liv.  14.  Now  thefe  words,  far  from,  appear 
to  have  an  extenfive  meaning,  and  to  convey  in- 
ftruftion  in  regard  to  that  of  which  Solomon  fpeaks, 
“  Tho*  hand  join  in  hand,  the  wicked  fhall  not 
16  go  unpunifhed.”  Prov.  xvi.  5. 

It  was  a  complaint  againft  one  of  old,  u  When 
u  thou  faweft  a  thief,  then  thou  confentedft  with 
“  him.’  PjaL  1.  18. 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  reprefents  the  degrees  ot 
preparation  toward  idolatrous  facrifice,  in  the  fin 
militude  of  a  work  carried  on  by  children,  men 
and  women.  “  The  children  gather  wood,  and  the 
c<  fathers  kindle  the  fire,  and  the  women  knead 
46  their  dough  to  make  cakes  to  the  queen  of  hea- 
W  ven.’-  Jer.  vii.  1 8. 


It 
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It  was  a  complaint  of  the  Lord  againft  If  rad 
thro’  his  prophet  Ezekiel ,  that  44  they  {Lengthened 
“  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  and  made  the  heart  of 

the  righteous  fad.”  Ezek.  xiii.  2  2. 

Some  works  of  iniquity  carried  on  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  reprefented  by  the  prophet  Hofea ,  in  the 
fimilitude  of  ploughing,  reaping  and  eating  the 
fruit  ;  44  Ye  have  ploughed  wickednefs,  reaped  in- 
44  iquity,  eaten  the  fruit  of  lies,  becaufe  thou  didft 
44  trull  in  thy  way,  in  the  multitude  of  thy  migh- 
44  ty  men.”  Hofea  x.  1  3. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  fpeaking  of  the  people  of  the 
old  world,  faid,  44  They  did  eat,  they  drank,  they 
44  married  wives,  they  were  given  in  marriage,  until 
44  the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the  ark,  and  the 
44  flood  came  and  deftroyed  them  all.”  Luke  xvii.  27* 

The  like  he  fpake  concerning  the  people  of  So- 
dom ,  who  are  alfo  reprefented  by  the  prophet  as 
haughty,  luxurious,  and  oppreflive  ;  tc  This  was 
44  the  iniquity  of  Sodom  ;  pride,  fulnefs  of  bread, 
44  and  abundance  of  idlenefs  was  in  her,  and  in  her 
44  daughters  ;  neither  did  fhe  {Lengthen  the  hand 
44  of  the  poor  and  needy.”  Ezek.  xvi.  49. 

Now,  in  a  revolt  fo  deep  as  this,  when  much 
blood  has  been  fhed  unrighteoufly,  in  carrying 
on  the  flave-trade,  and  in  fupporting  the  pra&ice 
of  keeping  flaves,  which  at  this  day  is  unatoned 
for,  and  crieth  from  the  earth,  and  from  the 
feas  againfl:  the  oppreflor! 


While 
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4 

While  this  practice  is  continued,  and  under  a 
great  load  of  guilt,  there  is  more  unrighteoufnefs 
committed,  tne  ftate  of  things  is  very  moving  ! 

There  is  a  love  which  flands  in  nature,  and  a 
parent  beholding  his  child  in  mifery,  hath  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  the  affliction  ;  but  in  divine  love  the  heart 
is  enlarged  towards  mankind  univerfally,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  fympathife  with  ftrangers,  tho’  in  the  low- 
eft  ftations  in  life. 

Of  this  the  prophet  appears  to  have  had  a  feel¬ 
ing,  when  he  faid,  “Have  we  hot  all  one  Father  ? 
“  Hath  not  one  God  created  us  ?  Why  do  we 
a  deal  treacherofly  every  man  againft  his  brother, 
vC  by  prophaning  the  covenant  of  our  fathers 
Mai.  ii.  io, 

He,  who  of  old,  heard  the  groans  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  under  the  hard  talk -matters  in  Egypt,  I 
truft,  hath  looked  down  from  his  holy  habitation 
on  the  miferies  of  thefe  deeply  opprefled  people. 
Many  lives  have  been  fhortened  thro’  extreme  op- 
preflion,  while  they  laboured  to  fupport  luxury  and 
worldly  greatnefs  ;  and  tho"  many  people  in  out¬ 
ward  profperity  may  think  little  of  thefe  things, 
yet  the  gracious  Creator  hath  regard  to  the  cries 
of  the  innocent,  however  unnoticed  by  men. 

The  Lord  in  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs  is 
leading  fome  into  the  feeling  of  the  condition  of 
this  people,  who  cannot  reft  without  labouring 
as  their  advocates  ;  of  which  in  fome  meafure  I 

have 
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have  had  experience,  for,  in  the  movings  of  his 
love  in  my  heart,  thefe  poor  fufferers  have  been 
brought  near  to  me. 


The  unoffending  aged  and  infirm  made  to  la¬ 
bour  too  hard,  kept  on  a  diet  lefs  comfortable 
than  their  weak  Rate  required,  and  expofed  to  great 
difficulties  under  hard-hearted  men,  to  whofe  fuf- 
ferings  I  have  often  been  a  witnefs,  and  under  the 
heart-melting  power  of  divine  love,  their  mifery 
hath  felt  to  me  like  the  mifery  of  my  parents. 


Innocent  youth  taken  by  violence  from  their 
native  land,  from  their  friends  and  acquaintance; 
put  on  board  fhips  with  hearts  laden  with  forrow  ; 
expofed  to  great  hardfhips  at  fea  ;  placed  under 
people,  where  their  lives  have  been  attended  with 
great  provocation  to  anger  and  revenge. 

With  the  condition  of  thefe  youth,  my  mind 
hath  often  been  affefted,  as  with  the  afflictions  of 
my  children,  and  in  a  feeling  of  the  mifery  of 
thefe  people,  and  of  that  great  offence  which  is 
miniftred  to  them,  my  tears,  have  been  often  pour¬ 
ed  out  before  the  Lord. 


That  holy  Spirit  which  affeCted  my  heart  when 
I  was  a  youth,  I  truft,  is  often  felt  by  the  Ne¬ 
groes  in  their  native  land,  inclining  their  minds 
to  that  which  is  righteous,  and  had  the  profefled 
followers  of  Chrift  in  all  their  conduct  toward 
them,  manifefted  a  difpofition  anfwerable  to  the 
pure  principle  in  their  hearts,  how  might  the  ho¬ 
ly  Name  have  been  honoured  nmongft  the  Gentiles , 

and 
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and  how  might  we  have  rejoiced  in  the  fulfilling 
of  that  prophecy,  “  I  the  Lord  love  judgment, 
“  I  hate  robbery  for  burnt-offering,  and  I  will 
“  direft  their  work  in  truth,  and  make  an  ever- 
“  lafting  covenant  with  the  m.  Their  feed  (hall 
“  be  known  among  the  Gentiles ,  and  their  offspring 
“  among  the  people:  all  that  fee  them  fhali  ac- 
“  knowledge  them,  that  they  are  the  feed  which 
“  the  Lord  hath  bleffed.”  Ifa.  Ixi.  8,9. 

But,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  how  con¬ 
trary  is  this  practice  to  that  meek  fpirit,  in  which 
our  Saviour  laid  down  his  life  for  us,  that  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth  might  know  falvation  in  his 
name  ! 

How  are  the  fufferings  of  our  blelfed  Redeemer 
fet  at  nought,  and  his  name  blafphemed  amongft 
the  Gentiles ,  thro,  the  unrighteous  proceedings  of 
his  profelfed  followers ! 

Mv  mind  hath  often  been  affected,  even  from 
the  days  of  my  youth,  under  a  fenfe  of  that  mar¬ 
vellous  work,  for  which  God,  in  infinite  goodnefs, 
fent  his  Son  into  the  world. 

The  opening  of  that  fpring  of  living  waters, 
which  the  true  believers  in  Chrift  experience,  by 
which  they  are  redeemed  from  pride  and  covet- 
onfnefs,  and  brought  into  a  ftate  of  meeknefs, 
where  their  hearts  are  enlarged  in  true  love  to- 
*  ward  their  fellow-creatures  univerfally  ;  this  work 
to  me  has  been  precious,  and  the  fpreading  tlve 
knowledge  of  the  truth  amongft  the  Gentiles  been 

f  very 
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very  defirable.  And  the  profelfed  followers  of 
Chrift  joining  in  cuftoms,  evidently  unrighteous, 
which  manifeftly  tend  to  flir  up  wrath,  and  in- 
creafe  wars  and  defolations,  hath  often  covered  my 
mind  with  forrow. 


If  we  bring  this  matter  home,  and  as  Job  pro- 
pofed  to  his  friends,  “  Put  our  foul  in  their  fouls 
“  Read.”  Job.  xvi.  4. 

:  .  v  ;  ,  x 

If  we  confider  ourfelves  and  our  children  as  ex- 
pofed  to  the  hardfhips  which  thefe  people  lie  under, 
in  fupporting  an  imaginary  greatnefs. 

Did  we  in  fuch  cafe  behold  an  increafe  of  luxury 
and  fuperfluity  amongft  our  opprelTors,  and  there¬ 
with  felt  an  increafe  of  the  weight  of  our  burdens, 
and  expefted  our  pofterity  to  groan  under  oppref- 
fion  after  us. 

Under  all  this  mifery,  had  we  none  to  plead  our 
caufe,  nor  any  hope  of  relief  from  man,  how  would 
our  cries  afcend  to  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefb, 
who  judgeth  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  and,  in  his 
own  time,  is  a  refuge  for  the  opprefled ! 

If  they  who  thus  afflicted  us,  continued  to  lay 
claim  to  religion,  and  were  aflifted  in  their  bufinefs 
by  others,  efteemed  pious  people,  who,  through  a 
friendfhip  with  them,  ftrengthened  their  hands  in 
tyranny. 

* 

In  fuch  a  ftate,  when  we  are  hunger-bitten,  and 
could  not  have  fufficient  nourifhrnent,  but  faw 

them 
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them  in  fulnefs  pleafing  their  tafte  with  things 
fetched  from  afar  : 

When  we  were  wearied  with  labour,  denied  the 
liberty  to  reft,  and  faw  them  fpending  their  time  at 
eafe  :  When  garments  anfwerable  to  our  neceffities 
were  denied  us,  while  we  faw  them  cloathed  in  that 
which  was  coftly  and  delicate  : 

Under  fuch  affliction,  how  would  thefe  painful 
feelings  rife  up  as  witnefies  againfl:  their  pretended 
devotion  !  And  if  the  name  of  their  religion  was 
mentioned  in  our  hearing,  how  would  it  found  in 
our  ears  like  a  word  which  fignified  felf-exaltation, 
and  hardnefs  of  heart ! 

When  a  trade  is  carried  on,  productive  of  much 
mifery,  and  they  who  fuller  by  it,  are  fome  thou- 
fand  miles  off,  the  danger  is  the  greater,  of  not 
laying  their  fufferings  to  heart. 

In  procuring  flaves  on  the  coaft  of  Africa ,  ma¬ 
ny  children  are  ftolen  privately  ;  wars  alfo  are  en¬ 
couraged  amongft  the  Negroes,  but  all  is  at  a 
great  diftance. 


Many  groans  arife  from  dying  men,  which  we 
hear  not. 

Many  cries  are  uttered  by  widows  and  father- 
lefs  children,  which  reach  not  our  ears. 

Many  cheeks  are  wet  with  tears,  and  faces  fad 
with  unutterable  grief,  which  we  fee  not. 


Cruel 


On  Loving  our  NEIGHBOURS,  40  x 

Cruel  tyranny  is  encouraged;  The  hands  of 
robbers  are  /Lengthened,  and  thoufands  reduced 
to  the  mofl  abjedt  flavery,  who  never  injured  us. 

Were  we,  for  the  term  of  one  year  only,  to  be  eye- 
witne/Ies  to  what  pa/Teth  in  getting  thefe  /laves: 

*  >  (  4  i  '  V  *  .  t  \  .  - 

.  Was  the  blood  that  is  there  (hed,  to  be  fprinkled 
on  our  garments  : 

Were  the  poor  captives,  bound  with  thongs,  hea¬ 
vy  laden  with  Elephants  teeth,  to  pafs  before  our 
eyes  on  their  way  to  the  fea  : 

Were  their  bitter  lamentations,  day  after  day,  to 
ring  in  our  ears,  and  their  mournful  cries  in  the 
night  to  hinder  us  from  /leeping : 

Were  we  to  hear  the  found  of  the  tumult,  when  the 
/laves  on  board  the  /hips  attempt  to  kill  the  Englijh , 
and  behold  the  iffue  of  thofe  bloody  conflicts  : 

What  pious  man  could  be  a  witnefs  to  thefe 
things,  and  fee  a  trade  carried  on  in  this  manner, 
without  being  deeply  affedted  with  forrow  ? 


CHAP.  II. 

On  trading  in  Superfluities. 

J  HAVE  felt  great  diflrefs  of  mind  fince  I  came 
on  this  ifland,  on  account  of  the  members 
of  our  fociety  being  mixed  with  the  world  in  va- 
ous  forts  of  bufinefs  and  traffic,  carried  on  in  iriv- 

D  d  pure 
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»  f  , 

pure  channels.  Great  is  the  trade  to  Africa  for 
flaves;  and,  in  loading  thefe  fhips  abundance  of 
people  are  employed  in  the  manufactories. 

Friends,  in  early  time,  fefufed,  on  a  religious 
principle,  to  make  or  ttdde  in  fuperfluities,  of  which 
we  have  many  large  teltimonies  on  record  ;  but,  for 
want  of  faithfulnefs,  fome  gave  way,  even  fome 
whofe  examples  were  of  note  in  fociety  *  and  from 
thence,  others  took  more  liberty:  members  of  our 
fociety  worked  in  fuperfluities,  and  bought  and  fold 
them,  and  thus  dimnefs  of  fight  came  over  many. 
At  length,  friends  got  into  the  ufe  of  fome  fuper¬ 
fluities  in  drefs,  and  in  the  furniture  of  their  houfes, 
and  this  hath  fpread  from  lefs  to  more,  ’till  fuper- 
fluity,  of  fome  kinds,  is  common  amongft  us. 

In  this  declining  ftate,  many  look  at  the  exam¬ 
ple  one  of  another,  and  too  much  negleCt  the  pure 
feeling  of  truth.  Of  late  years,  a  deepexercife  hath 
attended  my  mind,  that  friends  may  dig  deep,  may 
carefully  caft  forth  the  loofe  matter,  and  get  down 
to  the  rock,  the  fure  foundation,  and  there  heark¬ 
en  to  that  divine  voice  which  gives  a  clear  and 
certain  found. 


And  I  have  felt,  in  that  which  doth  not  deceive, 
that  if  friends  who  have  known  the  truth,  keep  in 
that  tendernefs  of  heart*  where  all  views  of  outward 
gain  are  given  up,  and  their  trufl:  is  only  on  the  Lord, 
he  will  gracioufly  lead  fome  to  be  patterns  of  deep 
fdf'denial,  in  things  relating  to  trade,  and  handi¬ 
craft  labour  ;  and  that  fome,  who  have  plenty  of 
the  treafures  of  this  world,  will  example  in  a  plain 

frugal 
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frugal  life,  and  pay  wages  to  fuch  whom  they  may 
hire,  more  liberally  than  is  now  cuftomary  in  fome 
places. 

The  prophet,  fpeaking  of  the  true  church,  faid, 

4<  Thy  people  alfo  (hall  be  all  righteous.” 

\b  lift v  .! ■ '  ■'  . ' 

Of  the  depth  of  this  divine  work,  feveral  have 
fpoken.  * 

•  “  t'\  ‘i  i  '  ■  *  ’ ' .  ’  s  *  * 

-  -  *  •  *  *  ■  •  *  *  -i  *  / 

Vi  t 

John Gratton,  in  hisjournal,  p.  45,  faid,  “  the  Lord 
is  my  portion,  I  fhall  not  want.  He  hath  wrought  all 
my  works  in,  me.  I  am  nothing  but  I  what  am  in  him.” 

Gilbert  Latey ,  through  the  powerful  operations 
of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  in  his  foul,  was  brought  to 
that  depth  of  felf-denial,  that  he  could  not  join  with 
that  proud  fpirit  in  other  people,  which  inclined 
them  to  want  vanities  and  fuperfluities.  This  friend 
was  often  amongft  the  chief  rulers  of  the  nation  in 
times  of  perfecution,  and  it  appears  by  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  friends,  that  his  dwelling  was  fo  evidently  in 
the  pure  life  of  truth,  that,  in  his  vifits  to  thofe 
great  men,  he  found  a  place  in  their  minds  ;  and, 
that  king  James  the  fecond,  in  the  times  of  his 
troubles,  made  particular  mentipn,  in  a  very  ref- 
pe£tful  manner,  of  what  Gilbert  9 flee  faid  to  him. 

v,  "l  $!* 

-  *(- 

-  1  •  t-'  A  /  v 

The  faid  Gilbert  found  a  c'oiieern  to  write  an 
epiftle,  in  which  are  thefe  expreflions ;  44  Fear  the 
Lord,  ye  men  of  all  forts,  trades,  and  callings,  and 
leave  off  all  the  evil  that  is  in  them,  for  the  Lord 
is  grieved  with  all  the  evils  ufed  in  your  employ¬ 
ments  which  you  are  exercifed  in.” 

D  d  a  44  It 
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'  C-  \ 

“  It  is  even  a  grief  to  fee  how  you  are  fervarits 
to  fin,  and  inftruments  of  Satan.”  See  his  works 
p.  42,  &c. 

George  Fox,  in  an  epiftle,  writes  thus:  “  Friends, 
ftand  in  the  eternal  power  of  God,  witnefles  againft 
the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  world.*’ 

'  ’  v;-  ■  •  \  • 

u  Such  tradefmen  who  (land  as  witnefles  in  the 
power  of  God;  cannot  fulfil  the  people’s  minds  in 
thefe  vanities,  and  therefore  they  are  offended  at 
them.” 

,  .  •  *  .  •.  r  .  v 

,  ..  .  ..  • .. . 3 : :  . .  •  r>:i  n:t  - 

“  Let  ail  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently 
on  him  ;  for  when  truth  firlt  broke  forth  in  Lon - 
don,  many  tradefmen  could  not  take  fo  much  mo¬ 
ney  in  their  (hops  for  fome  time,  as  would  buy  them 
bread  and  water,  becaufe  they  withftood  the  world’s 
ways,  fafhions,  and  cuftoms  ;  yet,  by  their  patient 
waiting  on  the  Lord  in  their  good  life  and  conver- 
lation^  they  anfwered  the  truth  in  people’s  hearts 
and  thus  their  bufinefs  increafed.”r  Book  of  Doc- 
trinals,  p.  $24.  .  i  ■  %  * 

;  Now,  Chrift  our  holy  leader,  gracioufly  continu- 
eth  to*  open  the  underftandings  of  his  people,  and, 
as  circ-umftances  alter  from  age  to  age,  fome  who 
are  deeply  baptized  into  a  feeling  of  the  ftate  of 
thingsy  are-led-,  by  his  holy  lpirit,  into  eXercifes  in 
fome  refpedf  different  from  thofe  which  attended 
the  faithful  in  foregoing  ages,  and,  thro’  the  con- 
{trainings  of  pure  love,  are  engaged  to  open  the 
feelings  they  have  to  others. 


In 


On  trading  in  SUPERFLUITIES.  405 

In  faithfully  following  Chrift,  the  heart  is  weaned 
from  the  defire  of  riches,  and  we  are  led  into  a  life 
fo  plain  and  fimple,  that  a  little  doth  fuffice;  and, 
thus  the  way  openeth  to  deny  ourlelves,  under  all 
the  tempting  allurements  of  that  gain,  which  we 
know  is  the  gain  of  unrighteoufnefs. 

The  apoftle  fpeaking  on  this  fubjeft,  alketh,  this 
queftion  ;  “  What  fellowfhip  hath  righteoufnefs 
with  unrighteoufnefs?’  2  Cor.  vi,  14.  And  again 
faith,  “  Have  no  fellowfhip  with  the  unfruitful 
“  works  of  darknefs,  but  rather  reprove  them.1' 
Ephef.  v.  11.  Again,  “  Be  not  partaker  of  other 
men’s  fins,  “  keep  thyfelf  pure.”  1  Tim.  v,  22. 

•*  r  • 

Where  people,  through  the  power  of  Chrift,  aref 
thoroughly  fettled  in  a  right  ufe  of  things,  freed 
from  all  unneceffary  c^re  and  expenfe,  the  mind, 
in  this  truerefignation,  is  at  liberty  from  the  bands 
of  a  narrow  felf-intereft,  to  attend,  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  movings  of  his  fpirit  upon  us,  tho’  he 
leads  into  that,  through  which  our  faith  is  clofely 

tried.  - 

* 

The  language  pf  Chrift  is  pure,  and  to  the  pure  •' 
in  heart,  this  pure  language  is  intelligible  ;  but,  in.  ■ 
the  love  of  money,  the  mind  being  intent  on  gain, 
is.  too  full  of  human  contrivance  to  attend  to  it. 

t  t 

It  appeareth  evident,  that  fome  channels  of  trade 
are  defiled  with  unrighteoufnefs;  that  the  minds  of 
many  are  intent  on  getting  tr.eafures  to  fupport  a 
life,  in  which  there  are  many  unneceffary  expences. 

And 
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And  I  feel  a  living  concern  attend  my  mind,  that, 
under  thefe  difficulties,  we  may  humbly  follow  our 
heavenly  Ihepherd,  who  graciouflv  regardeth  his 
flock,  and  is  willing  and  able  to  fupply  us  both  in¬ 
wardly  and  outwardly  with  clean  provender,  that 
hath  been  winnowed  with  the  fhovel  and  the  fan, 
where  we  may  “  fow  to  ourfelves  in  righteoufnefs, 
“  reap  in  mercy.”  Hofea  x.  12.  and  not  be  defiled 
with  the  works  of  iniquity. 

Where  cuftoms,  contrary  to  pure  wifdom,  are 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  it  appears  to  be  an  injury 
committed  againft  them  j  and  I  often  feel  tender 
compaffion  toward  a  young  generation,  and  defires, 
that  their  difficulties  may  not  be  increafed  through 
unfaithfulnefs  in  us  of  the  prefent  age. 

While  friends  were  kept  truly  humble,  and 
walked  according  to  the  purity  of  our  principles, 
the  divine  witpefs  in  many  hearts  was  reached  ; 
but,  when  a  worldly  fpirit  got  entrance,  therewith 
came  in  luxuries  and  fuperfluities,  and  fpread  by 
little  and  little,  even  amongft  the  foremoft  rank 
in  fociety,  and  from  thence  others  took  liberty  in 
that  way  more  abundantly. 

In  the  continuation  of  thefe  things  from  parents 
to  children  there  were  many  wants  to  fupply,  even 
wants  unknown  to  friends,  while  they  faithfully  fol¬ 
lowed  Chrift.  And,  in  ftriving  to  fupply  thofe  wants, 
many  have  exadfed  o,n  the  poor,  many  haye  entered 
on  employments,  in  which  they  often  labour  in  up¬ 
holding  pride  and  vanity.  Many  have  looked  on  one 
another,  been  ftrengthened  in  thefe  things,  one  by 
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the  example  of  another,  and,  as  to  the  pure  divine 
feeing,  dimnefs  hath  come  over  many, and  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  true  brotherly  love  been  obftru&ed. 


CHAP.  III. 

On  .  a  SAILOR’S  LIFE. 

TN  the  trade  to  Africa  for  flaves,  and  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  fliips  going  on  thefe  voyages,  ma¬ 
ny  of  our  lads  and  young  men  have  a  confiderable 
part  of  their  education. 

■  .  / 

Now,  what  pious  father,  beholding  his  fon  pla¬ 
ced  in  one  of  thefe  fhips,  to  learn  the  pra&ice  of  a 
mariner,  could  forbear  mourning  over  him  ? 

Where  youth  are  exampled  in  means  of  getting 
money,  fo  full  of  violence,  and  ufed  to  exercife 
fuch  cruelties  on  their  fellow-creatures,  the  difad- 
vantage  to  them,  in  their  education,  is  very  greats 

But,  I  feel  it  in  my  mind  to  write  concerning  the 
feafaring  life  in  general. 

In  the  trade  carried  on  from  the  TVeft-Indies ,  and 
from  fome  parts  of  the  continent,  the  produce  of 
the  labour  of  flaves  is  a  confiderable  part. 

And  failors  who.  are  frequently  at  ports  where 
flaves  abound,  and  converfe  often  with  people  who 
opprefs  them  without  the  appearance  of  remorfe, 
and  often  with  failors,  employed  in  the  Have  trade, 

how 
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how  powerfully  do  thefe  evil  examples  fpread  a- 
mongft  the  fe afaring  youth  ! 

I  have  had  many  opportunities  to  feel  and  un- 
derftand  the  general  Hate  of  the  fea-faring  life  a- 
mongft  us,  and  my  mind  hath  often  been  fad  on 
account  of  fo  many  lads  and  young  men  being 
trained  up  amidft  fo  great  corruption. 

Under  the  humbling  power  of  Chrift,  I  have  feen, 
that  if  the  leadings  of  his  holy  fpirit  were  faithfully 
attended  to,  by  his  profeffed  followers  in  general, the 
heathen  nations  would  be  exampled  in  righteouf- 
nefs.  A  lefs  number  of  people,  would  be  employed 
on  the  feas.  The  channels  of  trade  would  be  more 
free  from  defilement.  Fewer  people  would  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  vanities  and  fuperfluities. 

The  inhabitants  of  cities  would  be  lefs  in  number. 

They  who  have  much  land  would  become  fa¬ 
thers  to  the  poor. 

j  %  •  r 

More  people  would  be  employed  in  the  fweet 
employment  of  hufbandry,  and  in  the  path  of 
pure  wifdom,  labour  would  be  an  agreeable, 
healthful  employment, 

In  the  opening  of  thefe  things  in  my  mind,  I 
feel  a  living  concern  that  we,  who  have  felt  divine 
love  in  our  hearts,  may  faithfully  abide  in  it,  and, 
like  good  foldiers,  endure  hardnefs  for  Chrift’s 
fake. 

He 


f 
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He,  our  blefled  Saviour,  exhorting  his  followers 
to  love  one  another,  adds,  “  As  I  have  loved  you,” 

John  xiii.  34. 

r  '  '  *  * 

He  loved  Lazarus ,  yet  in  his  ficknefs  did  not 
heal  him,  but  left  him  to  endure  the  pains  of 
death,  that,  in  reftoring  him  to  life,  the  people 
might  be  confirmed  in  the  true  faith. 

He  loved  his  difciples,  but  fent  them  forth  on  a 
meflage  attended  with  great  difficulty,  amongft 
hard-hearted  people,  fome  of  whom  would  think 
that  in  killing  them  they  did  God  fervice. 

So  deep  is  divine  love,  that  in  ftedfaftly  abiding 
in  it,  we  are  prepared  to  deny  ourfelves  of  all  that 
gain  which  is  contrary  to  pure  wifdbm,  and  to  fol¬ 
low  Chrift,  even  under  contempt,  and  through  faf* 
ferings. 


CHAP.  IV. 

On  Silent  W  O  R  S  H  I  P. 

»  *  *  * 

•  .  •*  1 

ORSHIP,  in  filence,  hath  often  been  refrefhing 
’  *  to  my  mind,  and  a  care  attends  me  that  a 
young  generation  may  feel  fhe  nature  of  this  wor- 
fhip. 

v  »;  •  *  ‘t 

»  .  * 

Great  expenfe  arifeth  in  relation  to  that  which 
is  called  divine  worfhip. 

Of-  % 

A  confiderable  part  of  this  expenfe  is  applied  to¬ 
ward  outward  greatnefs,  and  many  poor  people  in 
jaifing  of  tithe,  labour  in  fupporting  cuftoms  con¬ 
trary 
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trary  to  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift,  toward 

whom  my  mind  hath  often  been  moved  with  pity. 

* 

In  pure  filent  worftiip,  we  dwell  under  the  holy 
anointing,  and  feel  Chrift  to  be  our  fhepherd. 

Here  the  beft  of  teachers  minifters  to  the  feve- 
ral  conditions  of  his  flock,  and  the  foul  receives, 
immediately  from  the  divine  fountain,  that  with 
which  it  is  nourilhed. 

As  I  have  travelled  at  times  where  thofe  of  other 
focieties  have  attended  our  meetings,  and  have  per¬ 
ceived  how  little  fome  of  them  knew  of  the  nature 
of  filent  worfliip  ;  I  have  felt  tender  defires  in  my 
heart  that  we,  who  often  fit  filent  in  our  meetings, 
may  live  anfwerable  to  the  nature  of  an  inward 
fellowftiip  with  God,  that  no  ftumbling-block, 

through  us,  may  be  laid  in  their  way. 

%  * 

Such  is  the  load  of  unneceflary  expenfe  which 
lieth  on  that  which  is  called  divine  fervice  in  many 
places,  and  fo  much  are  the  minds  of  many  people 
employed  in  outward  forms  and  ceremonies,  that 
the  opening  of  an  inward  filerit  worfhip  in  this  nati¬ 
on,  to  me,  hath  appeared  to  be  a  precious  opening. 

Within  the  laft  four  hundred  years,  many  pious 
people  have  been  deeply  exercifedin  foul  on  account 
of  the  fuperftition  which  prevailed  amongft  the  pro- 
feffed  followers  of  Chrift,  and  in  fupport  of  their  tef- 
timony  againft  oppreflive  idolatry,  fome,  in  feveral 
ages,  have  finifhed  their  courfe  in  the  flames. 
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It  appears  by  the  hiftory  of  the  reformation,  that, 
through  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  martyrs,  the  un- 
derftandings  of  many  have  been  opened,  and  the 
minds  of  people,  from  age  to  age,  been  more  and 
more  prepared  for  a  real  fpiritual  worfhip. 

0 

My  mind  is  often  affetted  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
condition  of  thofe  people,  who,  in  different  ages, 
have  been  meek  and  patient,  following  Chrift 
through  great  afflictions :  And  while  I  behold  the 
feveral  fteps  of  reformation,  and  that  clearnefs,  to 
which,  through  divine  goodnefs,  it  hath  been 
brought  by  our  anceftors ;  I  feel  tender  defires  that 
we,  who  fomctimes  meet  in  filence,  may  never  by 
our  conduct  lay  ftumbling  blocks  in  the  way  of  o- 
thers,  and  hinder  the  progrefs  of  the  reformation 
in  the  world. 

9 

It  was  a  complaint  againft  fome  who  were  call¬ 
ed  the  Lord’s  people,  that  they  brought  polluted 
bread  to  his  altar,  and  faid  the  table  of  the  Lord 
was  contemptible, 

/  ’  .  / 

In  real  filent  worfhip,  the  foul  feeds  on  that 
which  is  divine  ;  but,  we  cannot  partake  of  the 
table  of  the  Lord^  and  that  table  which  is  prepar¬ 
ed  by  the  God  of  this  world. 

If  Chrift  is  our  (hepherd,  and  feedeth  us,  and 
we  are  faithful  in  following  him,  our  lives  will 
have  an  inviting  language,  and  the  table  of  the 
]Lord  will  not  be  polluted. 

An 
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TO  THE 


QJJ  ARTERLY  and  MONTHLY- 
MEETINGS  of  Friends. 


Beloved  Friends, 

A 

*'  .  4 
f  I  _  .  ^  t  :  -  «  1  i  : 

FEELING  at  this  time  a  renewed  concern,  that 
the  pure  principle  of  light  and  life,  and  the 
righteous  fruits  thereof,  may  fpread  and  prevail 
amongft  mankind,  there  is  an  engagement  on  my 
heart  to  labour  with  my  brethren  in  religious 
profeflion,  that  none  of  us  may  be  a  (tumbling 
block  in  the  way  of  others;  but  may  fo  walk,  that 
our  conduit  may  reach  the  pure  witnefs  in  the 
hearts  of  fuch  who  are  not  in  profeflion  with 
ys. 

1  • 

And,  dear  friends,  while  we  publickly  own  that 
the  holy  Spirit  is  our  leader,  the  profeflion  is  in  it- 
felf  weighty,  and  the  weightinefs  thereof  increafeth, 
In  proportion  as  we  are  noted  among  the  profeflors 

of 


I 

of  truth  ;  and  aftive  in  dealing  with  fuch  who 
walk  diforderly. 

Many*  under  our  profeffion,  for  want  of  dite  at¬ 
tention,  and  a  perfeft  refignation  to  this  Divine 
Teacher,  have,  in  fome  things  manifefted  a  devia¬ 
tion  from  the  purity  of  our  religious  principles, 
and,  thefe  deviations  having  crept  in  arnongft  us, 
by  little  and  little,  and  increafing  from  lefs  to 
greater, have  been  fo  far  unnoticed,  that  fome  living 
in  them,  have  been  adtive  in  putting  difcipline  in 
practice,  with  relation  to  others,  whofe  condufl; 
hath  appeared  more  difhonourable  in  the  world. 

*  •  -r  !  «•  '  ''  t  K  ^  /  (  I  f  lj,  *,f  f  ’  7 

Now,  as  my  mind  hath  been  exercifed  before  the 
Lord,  I  havefeen,  that  the  difcipline  of  the  church 
of  Chrift  ftandeth  in  that  which  is  pure  ;  that,  it  is 
the  wifdom  from  above  which  gives  authority  to 
difcipline;  and,  that  the  weightinefs  thereof  ftandeth 
not  in  any  outward  circumftances,  but  in  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Chrift  who  is  the  author  of  it ;  and 
where  any  walk  after  the  flefh*  and  not  according 
to  the  purity  of  truth,  and  at  the  fame  time  are 
active  in  putting  difcipline  in  practice,  a  veil  is 
gradually  drawn  over  the  purity  of  difcipline,  and 
over  that  holinefs  of  life,  which  Chrift  leads  thofe 
into,  “  in  whom  the  love  of  God  is  verily  per- 
ed.”  i  John  ii.  5, 

When  we  labour,  in  true  love,  with  offenders,  and 
they  remain  obftinate,  it  fometimes  is  neceffary  to 
proceed  as  far  as  our  Lord  direded,  “  Let  him  be 
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“  to  thee  as  an  heathen  man,  or  a  publican.” 
Matt,  xviii.  17. 

Now,  when  fuch  are  difowned,  and  they  who 
aft  therein  feel  Chrift  made  unto  them  wifdom, 
and  are  preferved  in  his  meek,  reftoring  fpirit ; 
there  is  no  juft  caufe  of  offence  miniftred  to  any  j 
but  when  fuch,  who  are  aftive  in  dealing  with  of¬ 
fenders  indulge  themfelves  in  things  which  are 
contrary  to  the  purity  of  truth,  and  yet  judge 
others  whofe  conduft  appears  more  dilhonourable 
than  their’s,  here  the  pure  authority  of  difcipline 
ceafeth,  as  to  offenders,  and  a  temptation  is  laid 
in  their  way  to  wrangle  and  contend — “  Judge 
“  not,”  faid  our  Lord,  “  that  ye  not  be  judged.” 
Now  this  forbidding,  alludes  to  man’s  judgment, 
and  points  out  the  neceflity  of  our  humbly  attend¬ 
ing  to  that  fanftifying  power,  under  which  the 
faithful  experience  the  Lord  to  be  “  a  fpirit  of 
“judgment  to  them.”  IJa.  xxviii.  6.  And,  as  we 
feel  his  Holy  Spirit  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the 
body  in  us,  and  can  fay,  “  it  is  no  more  I  that 
“  live,  but  Chrift  that  liveth  in  me,”  here  right 
judgment  is  known. 

y  1*.  i  >  1  n  1  /  1  1  v  •  \  »  -«  1  .  ’  4  .  .  . 

And,  while  divine  love  prevails  in  our  hearts, 
and  felf  in  us  is  brought  under  judgment,  a  pre¬ 
paration  is  felt  to  labour  in  a  right  manner  with 
offenders ;  but  if  we  abide  not  in  this  love,  our 
outward  performance,  in  dealing  with  others, 
degenerates  into  formality  ;  for  “  this  is  the  love 
“  of  God,  that  we  keep  his  commandments." 
John  i.  3. 


How 


Mow  weighty  are  thofe  inftru&ions  of  our  re¬ 
deemer,  concerning  religious  duties,  when  he  points 
out,  that  they  who  pray,  fhould  be  fo  obedient  to 
the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that,  humbly  con¬ 
fiding  in  his  help,  they  may  fay,  “  Thy  name,  O 
“  Father  be  hallowed  !  Thy  kingdom  come;  thy 
“  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  — In  this 
awful  flate  of  mind  is  felt  that  worlhip  which 
{lands  in  doing  the  will  of  God,  on  earth,  as  it  is 
done  in  heaven,  and  keeping  the  holy  Marne  facred. 
To  take  a  holy  profeflion  upon  us  is  awful,  nor 
can  we  keep  this  holy  Name  facred,  but  by  hurm 
bly  abiding  under  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  The  apoftle 
made  a  heavy  complaint  againfl  fome  who  pro- 
phaned  this  holy  Name  by  their  manner  of  living; 
“  thro’  you,”  he  fays,  “  the  name  of  God  is  blaf- 
“  phemed  amongft  the  Gentiles.”  Rom.  ii.  24. 


Some  of  our  anceftors,  through  many  tribulations, 
were  gathered  into  the  Hate  of  true  worihippers, 
and  had  fellowfhip  in  that  which  is  pure  ;  and,  as 
one  was  inwardly  moved  to  kneel  down  in  their 
aflemblies,  and  publicly  call  on  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  thofe,  in  the  harmony  of  united  exercife 
then  prefent,  joined  in  the  prayer  ;  I  mention  this, 
in  order,  that  we  of  the  prefent  age,  may  look  un¬ 
to  the  Rock  from  whence  we  were  hewn,  and  re¬ 
member,  that  to  unite  in  worfhip,  is  a  union  in 
prayer,  and  that  prayer,  acceptable  to  the  Father, 
is  only  in  a  mind  truly  fanftified,  where  the  facred' 
name  is  kept  holy,  and  the  heart  refigned,  to  do 
his  will  on  earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven,  “  If  ye 
abide  in  me,”  faith  Chrift,  “  and  my  words  abide 
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in  you,  ye  fhall  afk  what  ye  will  in  my  name, 
and  it  fhall  be  done  unto  you” — Now,  we  know 
not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought*  but  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  doth  open  and  direft  our  minds,  and  as  we 
faithfully  yield  to  its  influences,  our  prayers  are  in 
the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father,  who  fails  not  to 
grant  that  which  his  own  fpirit,  through  his  chil¬ 
dren,  afketh;— -thus,  prefervation  from  fin  is  known, 
and  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  are  brought  forth 
by  fuch  who  inwardly  unite  in  prayer. 

How  weighty  are  our  folemn  meetings  when 
the  name  of  Chrift  is  kept  holy  ? 

“  How  precious  is  that  ftate  in  which  the  child¬ 
ren  of  the  Lord  are  fo  redeemed  from  the  love 
of  this  world,  that  they  are  accepted  and  blelled 
in  all  that  they  do.”  R.  Barclay's  Apology,  p.  404. 

How  neceflary  is  it  that  we  who  profefs  thefe 
principles,  and  are  outwardly  aftive  in  fupporting 

them,  fhould  faithfully  abide  in  divine  ftrength, 
that  as  He  who  hath  called  us  is  holy,  fo  we  may 
be  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation.”  1  Pet. 
i.  1 5. 

I  _ 

If  one,  profefling  to  be  influenced  by  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift,  propofeth  to  unite  in  a  labour  to  promote 
righteoufnefs  in  the  earth,  and,  in  time  paft,  he 
hath  manifeftly  deviated  from  the  path  of  equity, 

then,  to  aft  confident  with  this  principle,  his  firft 
work  is  to  make  reftitution  fo  far  as  he  may  be 

enabled  ; 
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enabled  ;  for  if  he  attempts  to  contribute  toward 
a  work,  intended  to  promote  righteoufnefs,  while 
it  appears  that  he  negledteth,  or  refufeth  to  adt 
righteoufly  himfelf,  his  conduct  has  a  tendency  to 
entangle  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  weak  in  the 
faith,  who  behold  thefe  things,  and  to  draw  a  veil 
over  the  purity  of  righteoufnefs,  by  carrying  an 
appearance,  as  though  that  was  righteoufnefs,  which 
is  not. 


Again,  if  I  propofe  to  affifl  in  fupporting  thofe 
dodfrines  wherein  that  purity  of  life  is  held  forth, 
in  which  cuftoms,  proceeding  from  the  fpirit  of 
this  world,  have  no  place ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
{Lengthen  others  in  thofe  cuftoms,  by  my  exam¬ 
ple;  the  firft  ftep  then,  in  an  orderly  proceeding,  is 
to  ceafe  from  thofe  cuftoms  myfelf,  and  afterwards 
to  labour,  as  I  may  be  enabled,  to  promote  the  like 
difpofition  and  condudl  in  others. 


To  be  convinced  of  the  pure  principle  of  truth, 
and  diligently  exercifed  in  walking  anfwerable 
thereto,  is  neceffary  before  I  can  confiftently  re¬ 
commend  this  principle  to  others — I  often  feel  a 
labour  in  fpirit,  that  we  who  are  adtive  members  in 
religious  fociety  may  experience,  in  ourfelves,  the 
truth  of  thofe  expreflions  of  the  Holy  One — 46  I 
“  will  be  fandtified  in  them  that  come  nigh  me.” 
Lev.  x.  3. — in  this  cafe,  my  mind  hath  been  often 
exercifed  when  alone,  year  after  year,  for  many 
years,  and,  in  the  renewings  of  divine  love,  a  ten¬ 
der  care  hath  been  incited  in  me,  that  we  who  pro- 
fefs  the  inward  principle  of  light  to  be  our  teacher, 

E  e  may 
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may  be  a  family  united  in  that  purity  of  worlhip, 
which  comprehends  a  holy  life,  and  minifters  in- 
ftrudion  to  others. 

'/ 

My  mind  has  often  been  drawn  towards  children 
in  the  truth,  who,  having  a  fmall  (hare  of  the  things 
of  this  life,  and  coming  to  have  families,  may  be 
inwardly  exercifed  before  the  Lord  to  fupport 
them,  in  a  way  agreeable  to  the  purity  of  truth, 
in  which  they  may  feel  his  blefling  upon  them  in 
their  labours ;  the  thoughts  of  fuch  being  entang¬ 
led  with  cuftoms  (contrary  to  pure  wifdom)  convey¬ 
ed  to  them  through  our  hands,  doth  often  very 
tenderly  and  movingly  affeft  my  heart,  and,  when 
I  look  towards  and  think  on  the  fucceeding  gene¬ 
ration,  fervent  defires  are  raifed  in  me,  that  we,  by 
yielding  to  that  Holy  Spirit  which  leads  into  all 
truth,  may  not  do  the  work  of  the  Lord  deceitful¬ 
ly,  may  not  live  contrary  to  the  purity  of  the  di¬ 
vine  principle  we  profefs;  but  that,  as  faithful  la¬ 
bourers  in  our  age,  we  may  be  inftrumental  in 
removing  (tumbling  blocks  out  of  the  way  of  thofe* 
who  may  fucceed  us. 

So  great  was  the  love  of  Chrift,  that  he  gave 
himfelf  for  the  church,  that  he  might  fanftify  and 
cleanfe  it,  that  it  fhould  be  holy,  and  without 
blemifh,  not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch 
thing.”  Eph.  v.  25,  27.  And,  where  any  take 
the  name  of  Chrift  upon  them,  profeffing  to  be 
members  of  his  church,  and  led  by  his  Holy  Spirit, 
and  yet  manifeftly  deviate  from  the  purity  of  truth, 
they  herein  aft  againft  the  gracious  defign  of  his 

‘  :  giving 


giving  himfelf  for  them,  and  minifler  caufe  for  the 
continuance  of  his  afflictions,  viz.  in  his  body  the 
church. 

Chrift  fuffered  afflictions  in  a  body  of  flefh  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  father,  but  the  afflictions  of  his 
myftical  body  are  yet  unfinifhed  ;  for  they  who  are 
baptized  into  Chrift  are  baptized  into  his  death  ; 
and,  as  we  humbly  abide  under  his  fanCtifying 
power,  and  are  brought  forth  into  newnefs  of  life, 
we  feel  Chrift  to  live  in  us,  who  being  the  fame 
yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,  ^nd  always  at 
unity  with  himfelf,  his  fpirit,  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  leads  to  an  inward  exercife  for  the  falvation 
of  mankind  :  and  when,  under  a  travail  of  fpirit, 
we  behold  a  vifited  people,  entangled  by  the  fpirit 
of  this  world  with  its  wickednefs  and  cuftoms,  and 
thereby  rendered  incapable  of  being  faithful  exam¬ 
ples  to  others,  forrow  and  heavinefs  under  a  fenfe 
of  thefe  things,  is  often  experienced,  and  thus,  in 
fome  meafure,  is  filled  up  that  which  remains  of 
the  afflictions  of  Chrift. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  fpeaking  concerning  gifts 
offered  in  divine  fervice,  fays,  44  If  thou  bring  thy 
44  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there  remembereft  that  thy 
44  brother  hath  ought  againft  thee,  leave  there  thy 
44  gift  before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way,  firft  be  re- 
44  conciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer 
44  thy  gift.”  Matt .  v.  23^  24.— Now,  there  is  no 
true  unity,  but  in  that  wherein  the  Father  and  the 
Son  are  united,  nor  can  there  be  a  perfect  reconcili¬ 
ation  but  in  ceafing  from  that  which  minifters  caufe 
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for  the  continuation  of  the  afflictions  of  Chrift  $ 
and  if  any,  profeffing  to  bring  their  gift  to  the  al¬ 
tar,  do  remember  the  cuftomary  contradiction  which 
fome  of  their  fruits  bear  to  the  pure,  fpiritual  wor- 
fhip,  here  it  appears  neceffary  to  lay  to  heart  this 
command,  “  leave  thy  gift  before  the  altar.” 

'<fi>  «*»  /'  •'  \J  Vi  _•-$  ^  *■*  r  t  •  •<  ,  •».’>  -•  -  v  * 

'•  i  v  -  •.  t  if  j  L  -  i,/ .  ■  „  -  ’  'i  '  .  .  .  *  • .  '•**  i  > 

Chrift  gracioully  calls  his  people  brethren,  “  who- 
“  foever  fhall  do  the  will  of  God,  the  fame  is  my 
“  brother,”  Mark  iii.  35.  Now,  if  we  walk  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  while  we  continue 
to  profefs  it,  we  offend  againft  Chrift,  and  if,  under 
this  offence,  we  bring  our  gift  to  the  altar,  our  re¬ 
deemer  doth  not  direct  us  to  take  back  our  gift,  he 
doth  not  difcourage  our  proceeding  in  a  good  work; 
but  gracioufly  points  out  the  neceffary  means  by 
which  the  gift  may  be  rendered  acceptable,  “  leave,” 
faith  he,  “  thy  gift  before  the  altar  and  go  thy 
“  way,  firft  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,”  ceafe 
from  that  which  grieves  the  Holy  Spirit,  ceafe  from 
that,  which  is  againft  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
and  then  come,  and  offer  thy  gift. 


<c 


I  feel,  while  I  am  writing,  a  tendernefs  to  thofe 
who,  through  divine  favour,  are  preferved  in  a  live¬ 
ly  fenfe  of  the  date  of  the  churches,  and,  at  times, 
,  may  be  under  difcouragements  with  regard  to  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  that  pure  way  which  Chrift;  by  his  Holy 
Spirit  leads  into:  the  depth  of  diforder  and  weak- 
nefs,  which  fo  much  prevails,  being  opened,  doubt- 
ings  are  apt  to  arife,  as  to  the  poflibility  of  proceed¬ 
ing  as  an  affembly  of  the  Lord’s  people,  in  the  pure 
counfel  of  truth;  and  here  I  feel  a  concern  to  exprefs,. 


in 
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in  uprightnefs,  that  which  hath  been  opened  in  my 
mind,  under  the  power  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  re¬ 
lating  to  a  vifible  gathered  church,  the  members 
whereof  are  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  Church  is  called  the  body  of  Chrift,  Colf 
i.  25. 

Chrift  is  called  the  head  of  the  church,  Efh . 
i.  22. 

•  » 

The  church  is  called  the  pillar,  and  ground  of 
the  truth,  1  Tim.  iii.  15. 

»  .  '  , :  .  .  ■  jo 

Thus,  the  church  hath  a  name  that  is  facred, 
and  the  neceflity  of  keeping  this  name  holy,  ap¬ 
pears  evident ;  for,  where  a  number  of  people 
unite  in  a  profeffion  of  being  led  by  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift,  and  publifh  their  principles  to  the  world, 
the  a£ts  and  proceedings  of  that  people  may,  in 

fome  meafure,  be  confidered  as  fuch  which  Chrift 
is  the  author  of. 

T  ^  ^  y.  j  .  *  '  jZjt,  •'  *  *  f  %  f 

.  .  '  '  ‘  ;  : 

Now,  while  we  ftand  in  this  ftation,  if  the  pure 
light  of  life  is  not  followed  and  regarded  in  our 
proceedings,  we  are  in  the  way  of  prophaning  the 
noly  Name,  and  of  going  back  toward  that  wilder- 
nefs  of  fufferings  and  perfecution,  out  of  which, 
through  the  tender  mercies  of  God,  a  church  hath 
been  gathered  ;  “  Chrift  liveth  in  farldtified  veffels,” 
Gal.  ii.  20.  and  where  they  behold  his  holy  Name 
profaned, and  thepure  gofpel  light  eclipfed,  through 
the  unfaithfulnefs  of  any  who,  by  their  ftation,  ap- 

pear 
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pear  to  be  ftandard- bearers,  under  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  the  living  members  in  the  body  of  Chrift, 
jn  beholding  thefe  things,  do,  in  fome  degree,  ex¬ 
perience  the  fellowfhip  of  his  fufferings,  and,  as  the 
wifdom  of  the  world,  more  and  more,  takes  place 
in  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  vifible  gathered 
church,  and  the  pure  leadings  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
are  lefs  waited  for  and  followed,  fo,  the  true  fuf- 
fering  feed,  is  more  and  more  oppreffed. 

My  mind  is  often  affected  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
condition  of  fipcere-hearted  people,  in  fome  king¬ 
doms,  where  liberty  of  confidence  is  not  allowed, 
many  of  whom,  being  burthened  in  their  minds 
with  prevailing  fuperftition,  joined  with  oppref- 
fions,  are  often  under  forrow  ;  and,  where  fuch 
have  attended  to  that  pure  light  which  hath  in 
fome  degree  opened  their  underftandings,  and,  for 
their  faithfulnefs  thereto,  have  been  brought  to  ex¬ 
amination  and  trial,  how  heavy  are  the  perfecti¬ 
ons  which,  in  divers  parts  of  the  world,  are  exer- 
cifed  upon  them  ?  How  mighty,  as  to  the  outward, 
is  that  power,  by  which  they  are  borne  down  and 

oppreffed  ? 

'  * 

How  deeply  affe&ing  is  the  condition  of  many 
upright-hearted  people  who  are  taken  into  the  papal 
inquifition  ?  What  larneptahle  cruelties,  in  deep 
vaults,  in  a  private  way,  are  exerpifed  on  many  of 
them  ?  and  hpw  lingering  is  that  death,  by  a  fmall 
flow  fire,  which  they  have  frequently  indqred,  who 
have  been  faithful  to  the  end  ? 

How 
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How  many  tender  fpirited  proteftants  have  been 
fentenced  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  a 
galley  chained  to  oars,  under  hard-hearted  matters* 
while  their  young  children  are  placed  out  for  edu¬ 
cation,  and  taught  principles  fo  contrary  to  the 
confciences  of  the  parents,  that,  by  dittenting  from 
them,  they  have  hazarded  their  liberty,  lives,  and 

all  that  was  dear  to  them  of  the  things  of  this 
world  ? 

*  '  •  i  ■  .  t 

There  have  been,  in  time  pall,  fevere  perfecti¬ 
ons,  under  the  Englifh  government,  and  many  fin- 
cere-hearted  people  have  fuffered  death  for  the  tef- 
timony  of  a  good  confeience,  whofe  faithfulnefs,  in 
their  day,  hath  miniftered  encouragement  to  others, 
and  been  a  bleffing  to  many  who  have  fucceeded 
them  ;  thus,  from  age  to  age,  the  darknefs  being, 
more  and  more,  removed,  a  channel,  at  length, 
through  the  tender  mercies  of  God,  hath  been  o- 
pened  for  the  exercife  of  the  pure  gift  of  the  gof- 
pel  miniftry,  without  interruption  from  outward 
power,  a  work,  the  like  of  which  is  rare,  and  un¬ 
known  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 

As  thefe  things  are  often  frefh  in  my  mind,  and 
this  great  work  of  God,  going  on  in  the  earth,  has 
been  open  before  me,  that  liberty  of  confeience  with 

which  we  are  favoured,  hath  appeared  not  as  a 
light  matter. 


A  trull  is  committed  to  us,  a  great  and  weighty 
trull,  to  which  our  diligent  attention  is  necelfary  : 
wherever  the  adlive  members  of  this  vifible  gather¬ 
ed 
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ed  church  ufe  themfelves  to  that  which  is  contrary 
to  the  purity  of  our  principles,  it  appears  to  be  a 
breach  of  this  truft,  and  one  ftep  back  toward  the 
wildernefs,  one  ftep  towards  undoing  what  God,  in 
infinite  love,  hath  done,  through  his  faithful  fer- 
vants,  in  a  work  of  feveral  ages,  and  is  like  laying 
the  foundation  for  future  fufferings. 

I  feel  a  living  invitation  in  my  mind  to  fuch  who 
are  aftive  in  our  religious  fociety,  that  we  may  lay 
to  heart  this  matter,  and  confider  the  ftation  in 
which  we  {land  ;  a  place  of  outward  liberty,  under 
the  free  exercife  of  our  confcience,  towards  God, 
not  obtained,  but  through  great  and  manifold  af¬ 
flictions  of  thofe  who  lived  before  us.  There  is  gra¬ 
titude  due  from  us  to  our  heavenly  Father,  and 
juftice  to  our  pofterity  ;  can  our  hearts  endure,  or 
our  hands  be  ftrong,  if  we  defert  a  caufe  fo  preci¬ 
ous,  if  we  turn  afide  from  a  work,  under  which  fo 
many  have  patiently  laboured  ? 

May  the  deep  fufferings  of  our  Saviour,  be  fo 
dear  to  us,  that  we  may  never  trample  under  foot 
the  adorable  Son  of  God,  nor  count  the  blood  of 

'  m  t  *  # 

the  covenant  unholy  ! 

May  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  martyrs,  when  the 
profpedl  of  death  by  fire  was  before  them,  be  re¬ 
membered  !  and  may  the  patient  conftant  fuffer¬ 
ings  of  the  upright-hearted  fervants  of  God,  in 
latter  ages,  be  revived  in  our  minds  !  and  may 
we  fo  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord,  that  neither 
the  faithful  in  this  age,  nor  thofe  in  ages  to  come, 

may 
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may  ever  be  brought  under  fuffering,  through  our 
Hiding  back  from  the  work  of  reformation  in  the 
,  world  ! 

■  ;  '>vf  ' 

i  •  *  I  '  •  •  «  i  >  »,  -  *  » 

While  the  active  members  in  the  vifible  gather¬ 
ed  church  Hand  upright,  and  the  affairs  thereof 
are  carried  on,  under  the  leadings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  altho’  diforders  may  arife  among  us,  and 
caufe  many  exercifes  to  thole  who  feel  the  care  of 
the  churches  upon  them  ;  yet,  while  thefe  continue 
under  the  weight  of  the  work,  and  labour,  in  the 
meeknefs  of  wifdom,  for  the  help  of  others,  the 
name  of  Chrift  in  the  vifible  gathered  church,  may 
be  kept  facred  ;  but,  while  they  who  are  a&ive  in 
the  affairs  of  this  church  continue  in  a  manifeft 
oppofition  to  the  purity  of  our  principles,  this,  as 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  x.  18.  expreffeth  it,  is  like  “  as 
“  when  a  ftandard-bearer  fainteth  :  And  thus  the 
ways  opens  to  great,  and  prevailing  degeneracy, 
and  to  fufferings  for  fuch,  who,  through  the  power 
of  divine  love,  are  feparated  to  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
and  cannot  unite  with  any  thing  which  ftands  in 
oppofition  to  the  purity  of  it. 

The  neceftity  of  an  inward  ftillnefs  hath,  under 
thefe  exercifes,  appeared  clear  to  my  mind  ;  in  true 
filence,  ftrength  is  renewed,  the  mind  herein  is 
weaned  from  all  things,  but  as  they  may  be  enjoyed 
in  the  divine  will;  and, a  lowlinefs  in  outward  living, 
oppofite  to  worldly  honour,  becomes  truly  accept¬ 
able  to  us; — in  the  defire  after  outward  gain,  the 
mind  is  prevented  from  a  perfect  attention  to  the 
voice  of  Chrift  ;  but,  being  weaned  from  all  things, 

but 
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but  as  they  may  be  enjoyed  in  the  divine  will,  the 
pure  light  Ihines  into  the  foul :  And,  where  the  fruits 
of  that  fpirit  which  is  of  this  world,  are  brought 
forth  by  many  who  profefs  to  be  led  by  the  fpirit  of 
truth,  and  cloudmefs  is  felt  to  be  gathering  over 
the  vifible  gathered  church,  the  fincere  in  heart 
who  abide  in  true  ftillnefs,  and  are  exercifed 
therein  before  the  Lord  for  his  name  fake,  have 
knowledge  of  Chrift  in  the  fellowlhip  of  his  fuf- 
ferings,  and  inward  thankfulnefs  is  felt,  at  times, 
that,  thro’  divine  love,  our  own  wifdom  is  call  out, 
and  that  forward  attive  partin  us  fubjedled,  which 
would  rife  and  do  fomething  in  the  vifible  gathered 
church,  without  the  pure  leadings  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift. 

While  aught  remain  in  us  different  from  a  per¬ 
fect  refignation  of  our  wills,  it  is  like  a  feal  to  a 
book  wherein  is  written,  “  that  good,  and  accepts 

able,  and  perfect  will  of  God”  concerning  us. 
Rotn,  xii.  2*  but,  when  our  minds  entirely  yield  to 
Chrift,  that  filence  is  known,  which  followeth  the 
opening  of  the  laft  of  the  feals.  Rev.  viii.  1.  in  this 
'  filence,  we  learn  abiding  in  the  divine  will,  and 
there  feel,  that  we  have  no  caufe  to  promote  but 
that  only  in  which  the  light  of  lifedirefts  us  in  our 
proceedings  j  and,  that  the  alone  way  to  be  ufeful 
in  the  church  of  Chrift,  is  to  abide  faithfully  un¬ 
der  the  leadings  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  in  all  cafes,  and, 
being  preferved  thereby  in  purity  of  heart,  and 
holinefs  of  convention,  a  teftimony  to  the  purity 
of  his  government  may  be  held  forth  through  us, 
to  others. 
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As  my  mind  hath  been  thus  exercifed,  I  have 
feen,  that  to  be  a&ive,  and  bufy  in  the  vifible  ga¬ 
thered  church,  without  the  leadings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  is,  not  only  unprofitable,  but  tends  to  increafe 
dimnefs  ;  and,  where  way  is  not  opened  to  proceed 
in  the  light  of  truth,  a  flop  is  felt  by  thofe  who 
humbly  attend  to  the  Divine  Leader,  a  ftop  which, 
in  relation  to  good  order  in  the  vifible  gathered 
church,  is  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  beobferv- 
ed  ;  thus,  Robert  Barclay ,  in  his  treatife  on  difcipline, 
holds  forth,  page  65.  68.  84.  “  That  the  judg¬ 

ment  or  conclufion  of  the  church  or  congregation, 
is  no  further  effectual,  as  to  the  true  end  and  de- 
fign  thereof,  but  as  fuch  judgment  or  conclufion 
proceeds  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  operating  on 
their  minds  who  are  fanttified  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Now,  in  this  ftop,  I  have  learned  the  neceflity  of 
waiting  on  the  Lord  in  humility,  that  the  works  of 
all  may  be  brought  to  light,  and  thofe  to  judgment 
which  are  wrought  in  the  wifdom  of  this  world  ; 
and  have  alfo  feen,  that,  in  a  mind  thoroughly  fub- 
jedted  to  the  power  of  the  crofs,  there  is  a  favour 
of  life  to  be  felt,  which  evidently  tends  to  gather 
fouls  to  God,  while  the  greateft  works  in  the  vifible 
gathered  church,  brought  forth  in  man’s  wifdom, 
remain  to  be  unprofitable. 

Where  people  are  divinely  gathered  into  a  holy 
fellowfhip,  and  faithfully  abide  under  the  influence 
of  that  Spirit  which  leads  into  all  truth,  “  they  are 
“  the  light  of  the  world,”  Mat.  v.  14.  Now,  holding 
thisprofeflion,tome  hath  appeared  weighty, even  be¬ 
yond 
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yond  what  I  can  fully  exprefs,  and  what  our  blefT- 
ed  Lord  fecmed  to  have  in  view,  when  he  propof- 

ed  the  neceffity  of  counting  the  coft,  before  we 
begin  to  build.  f, 

I  trull,  there  are  many  who,  at  times,  under  di¬ 
vine  vihtatiori,  feel  an  inward  inquiry  after  God  ; 
and,  when  fuch,  in  the  fimplicity  of  their  hearts, 
mark  the  lives  of  a  people  who  profefs  to  walk  by 
the  leadings  of  his  Spirit,  of  what  great  concern¬ 
ment  is  it  that  our  lights  fhine  clear,  that  nothing 
of  our  conduct  carry  a  contradiction  to  the  truth 
as  ip  is  in  Jefus,  or  be  a  means  of  prophaning  his 
holy  Name  and  be  a  Humbling  block  in  the  way  of 
thofe  fincere  inquirers. 

When  fuch  feekers  who,  wearied  'with  empty 
forms,  look  towards  uniting  with  us  as  a  people, 
and  behold  active  members  among  us  depart,  in 
their  cuftomary  way  of  living,  from  that  purity  of 
life,  which,  under  humbling  exercifes,  hath  been 
opened  before  them,  as  the  w'ay  of  the  Lord’s 
people,  how  mournful  and  difcouraging  is  the  prof- 
pect !  and  how  flrongly  doth  fuch  unfaithfulnefs 
operate  againft  the  fpreading  of  the  peaceable,  har¬ 
monious  principle  and  teftimony  of  truth  amongft 
mankind  ? 

In  entering  into  that  life,  which  is  hid  with  Chrift 
in  God,  we  behold  his  peaceable  government,  where 
the  whole  family  are  governed  by  the  fame  fpirit, 
and  the  “  doing  to  others  as  we  would  they  fhould 
“  do  unto  us,”  groweth  up,  as  good  fruit  from  a 
good  tree,  the  peace,  and  quietnefs,  and  harmoni¬ 


ous 


ous  walking  in  this  government  is  beheld  with 
humble  reverence  to  him  who  is  the  author  of  it  * 
and,  in  partaking  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  we  par¬ 
take  of  that  which  labours,  and  fuffers  for  the  in- 
creafe  of  this  peaceable  government,  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  world  ;  and  I  have  felt  a  labour, 
of  long  continuance,  that  we  who  profefs  this 
peaceable  principle,  may  be  faithful  ftandard-bear- 
ers;  under  the  Prince  of  Peace  ;  and,  that  nothing 
of  a  defiling  nature,  tending  to  difcord  and  wars, 
may  remain  among  us. 

May  each  of  us  query  with  ourfelves,  have  the 
treafures  I  poffefs,  been  gathered  in  that  wifdom 
which  is  from  above,  fo  far  as  hath  appeared  to 
me  ?  ; '  • 

Have  none  of  my  fellow-creatures  an  equitable 
right  to  any  part  which  is  called  mine  ?* 

Have  the  gifts,  and  pofleffions,  received  by  me 
from  others,  been  conveyed  in  a  way  free  from  all 
unrighteoufnefs,  fo  far  as  I  have  feen  i 

The  principle  of  peace,  in  which  our  truft  is  only 
on  the  Lord,  and  our  minds  weaned  from  a  depend- 
dance  on  the  ftrength  of  armies,  hath  appeared  to 
me  very  precious ;  and,  I  often  feel  ftrong  defires, 
that  we  who  profefs  this  principle,  may  fo  walk,  as 
to  give  jufl:  caufe  for  none  of  our  fellow-creatures 
to  be  offended  at  us  ;  that  our  lives  may,  evidently, 
manifeft,  that  we  are  redeemed  from  that  fpirit  iri 
which  wars  are :  Our  bleffed  Saviour,  in  pointing 
out  the  danger,  of  fo  leaning  on  man,  as  to  negleft 

the  , 
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the  leadings  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  faid,  “  Call  no  man 
“  your  father  upon  the  earth  ;  for  one  is  your  fa- 
“  ther  which  is  in  heaven,  Matt,  xxiii.  9.  where  the 
wiidom  from  .above  is  faithfully  followed,  and 
therein  we  are  intrufled  with  fubftance,  it  is  a  - 
treafure  committed  to  our  care  in  the  nature  of  an 
inheritance,  as  an  inheritance  from  him,  who  form¬ 
ed,  and  fupports  the  world.  Now,  in  this  condition, 
the  true  enjoyment  of  the  good  things  of  this  life  is 
underftood,  and  that  blefling  felt,  in  which  is  real 
fafety  ;  this  is  what  I  apprehend  our  blefled  Lord 
had  in  view,  when  he  pronounced,  u  Bleifed  are 
u  the  meek,  for  they  fhall  inherit  the  earth.” 

1 

Selfifh  worldly  minded  men  may  hold  lands  in 
the  felfifh  fpirit;  and  depending  on  the  ftrength  of 
the  outward  power,  be  perplexed  with  fecret  un- 
eafmefs,  left  the  injured  fhould  fometime  overpower 
them,  and  that  meafure  be  meted  to  them,  which 
they  meafure  to  others. — Thus,  felfifh  men  may 
poflefs  the  earth;  but  it  is  the  meek  who  inherit  it, 
and  enjoy  it,  as  an  inheritance  from  the  heavenly 
Father,  free  from  all  the  defilements  and  perplex¬ 
ities  of  unrighteoufnefs. 

Where  proceedings  have  been  in  that  wifdom 
which  is  from  beneath,  and  inequitable  gain  gather¬ 
ed  by  a  man,  and  left  as  a  gift  to  his  children,  who, 
being  entangled  by  the  fame  worldly  fpirit,  have 
not  attained  to  that  clearnefs  of  light,  in  which 
the  channels  of  righteoufnefs  are  opened,  and  juf- 
tice  done  to  thofe  who  remain  filent  under  injuries : 
Here  I  have  feen,  under  humbling  exercife  of 

mind, 
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mind,  that  the  fins  of  the  fathers  are  embraced  by 
the  children,  and  become  their  fins,  and  thus,  in  the 
days  of  tribulation,  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  are 
vifited  upon  thefe  children,  who  take  hold  of  the 
unrighteoufnefs  of  their  fathers,  and  live  in  that 
fpirit  in  which  thofe  iniquities  were  committed;  to 
which  agreeth  the  prophecy  of  Mofis ,  concerning 
a  rebellious  people.  “  They  that  are  left  of  you 
“  (hall  pine  away  in  their  iniquity,  in  your  enemy’s 
“  land,  and  alfo  in  the  iniquities  of  their  fathers 
“  fhall  they  pine  away  with  them.”  Lev.  xxvi.  39. 
and  our  blefifed  Lord,  in  beholding  the  hardnefs  of 
heart  in  that  generation,  and  feeling  in  himfelf, 
that  they  lived  in  the  fame  fpirit  in  which  the  pro¬ 
phets  had  been  perfecuted  unto  death,  fignified, 
“  that  the  blood  of  all  the  prophets  which  was  Ihed 
“  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  fhould  be  re- 

quired  of  that  generation,  from  the  blood  of 
“  Abel,  unto  the  blood  of  Zacharias ,  which  perifh- 
“  ed  between  the  altar  and  the  temple.”  Luke  xi. 
5i. 

Tender  companion  fills  my  heart  toward  my 
fellow-creatures,  eftranged  from  the  harmonious 
government  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  a  labour 
attends  me,  that  they  may  be  gathered  to  this 
peaceable  habitation. 

In  being  inwardly  prepared  to  fuflfer  adverfity 
for  Chrift’s  fake,  and  weaned  from  a  dependance 
on  the  arm  of  flefh,  we  feel,  that  there  is  a  reft  for 
the  people  of  God,  and  that  it  ftands  in  a  perfed 
refignation  of  ourfelves  to  his  holy  Will ;  in  this 
condition,  all  our  wants  and  defires  are  bounded 

by 
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by  pure  wifdom,  and  our  minds,  wholly  attentive 
to  the  council  of  Chrift,  inwardly  communicated, 
which  hath  appeared  to  me  as  a  habitation  of 
fafety  for  the  Lord’s  people,  in  times  of  outward 
commotion  and  trouble  ;  and  defires,  from  the 
fountain  of  pure  love,  are  opened  in  me,  to  invite 
my  brethren  and  fellow-creatures  to  feel  for,  and 
feek  after  that  which  gathers  the  mind  into  it. 


Mount-Holly,  New-Jerfey ,  J 
i^th  Month y  1772.  5 


JOHN  WOOLMAN. 
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CHAP.  I. 

WEALTH,  defired  for  its  own  fake,  obftrufts 
the  increafe  of  virtue  ;  and  large  pofleilions, 
in  the  hands  of  felfifh  men,  have  a  bad  tendency  ; 
for,  by  their  means,  too  fmall  a  number  of  people 
are  employed  in  ufeful  things  ;  and  fume  of  them 
are  neceflitated  to  labour  too  hard,  while  others 
would  want  bufinefs  to  earn  their  bread,  were  not 
employments  invented,  which,  having  no  real  ufe- 
fulnefs;  ferve  only  to  pleafe  the  vain  mind. 

Ff 


Rents 
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Rents  fet  on  lands,  are  often  fo  high,  that  per^ 
fons  of  but  fmall  fubftance  are  ftraitened  in  taking 
farms,  and  while  tenants  are  healthy  and  profpe- 
rous  in  bufinefs,  they  often  find  occafion  to  la¬ 
bour  harder,  than  was  intended  by  our  gracious 
Creator. 

Oxen  and  horfes  are  often  feen  at  work,  when 
through  heat,  and  too  much  labour,  their  eyes,  and 
the  emotions  of  their  bodies,  manifeft  they  are  op- 
prefled.  Their  loads  in  waggons  are  frequently  fo 
heavy,  that  when  weary  with  haling  them  far, 
their  drivers  find  occafion  in  going  up  hills,  or 
through  mires,  to  raife  their  fpirits,  by  whipping, 
to  get  forward.  Many  poor  people  are  fo  throng¬ 
ed  in  their  bufinefs,  that  it  is  difficult  for  them  to 
provide  fhelter  for  their  cattle,  againft  the  ftorms, 
Thefe  things  are  common,  when  in  health  ;  but 
through  ficknefs  and  inability  to  labour  ;  through 
lofs  of  cattle,  and  mifcarriage  in  bufinefs,  many 
are  fo  ftraitened  ;  fo  much  of  their  increafe  goes 
to  pay  rent,  that  they  have  not  wherewith  to  buy 
what  their  cafe  requires. 

Hence,  one  poor  woman,  in  tending  on  her 
children,  providing  for  her  family,  and  keeping  the 
fick,  does  as  much  bufinefs  as  would  for  the  time 
be  fuitable  employment  for  two  or  three  ;  and  ho- 
neft  perfons  are  often  ftraitened,  to  give  their  chil¬ 
dren  fuitable  learning.  The  money  which  the 
wealthy  receive  from  the  poor,  who  do  more  than 
a  proper  lhare  of  bufinefs  in  railing  it,  is  frequent¬ 
ly  paid  to  other  poor  people,  for  doing  bufinefs, 
which  is  foreign  to  the  true  ufe  of  things.  Men 

*  who 


. - -V .  ,  - 


who  have  large  eftates,  and  live  in  the  fpirit  of 
charity ;  who  carefully  infpedt  the  circumftances 
of  thofe,  who  occupy  their  eftates;  and,  regard- 
lefs  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  times,  regulate  their  de¬ 
mands  agreeably  to  utiiverfal  love,  by  being  righ¬ 
teous  on  principle,  do  good  to  the  poor,  without 
placing  it  to  an  adt  of  bounty. 

Their  example,  in  avoiding  fuperfluitics,  tends 
to  excite  moderation  in  others  ;  their  uprightnefs, 
in  not  exacting  what  the  laws  and  cuftoms  would 
fupport  them  in,  tends  to  open  the  channel  to 
moderate  labour  in  ufeful  affairs,  and  to  difcourage 
thofe  branches  of  bufinefs  which  have  not  their 
foundation  in  true  wifdom. 

*  t 

To  be  bufied  in  that  which  is  but  vanity,  and 
ferves  only  to  pleafe  the  infatiable  mind,  tends  to 
an  alliance  with  thofe  who  promote  that  vanity, 
and  is  a  fnare,  in  which  many  poor  tradefmen  are 
entangled. 


To  be  employed  in  things  connected  with  vir¬ 
tue,  is  moft  agreeable  with  the  charadfer  and  incli¬ 
nations  of  an  honeft  man. 

While  induflrious  frugal  people  are  borne  down 
with  poverty,  and  opprefled  with  too  much  labour 
in  ufeful  things,  the  way  to  apply  money,  without 
promoting  pride  and  vanity,  remains  open  to  fuch, 
as  truly  fympathifc  with  them,  in  their  various 
difficulties. 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

r  I  "'HE  Creator  of  the  earth  is  the  owner  of  it  i 
f  He  gave  us  being  thereon*  and  our  nature 
requires  nourifhment,  which  is  the  produce  of  it. 
As  he  is  kind  and  merciful  to  his  creatures,  while 
they  live  anfwerably  to  the  defign  of  their  creation, 
they  are  fo  far  inti  tied  to  convenient  fubfiftance, 
that  we  may  not  juftly  deprive  them  of  it.  By  the 
agreements  and  contracts  of  our  fathers  and  pre- 
deceflors,  and  by  doings  and  proceedings  of  our 
own,  fome  enjoy  a  much  greater  fhare  of  this  world, 
than  others;  and  while  thofe  pofleflions  are  faith¬ 
fully  improved  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  it  confdts 
with  equity :  But  he,  who,  with  a  view  to  felf-ex- 

altation,  caufeth  fome  with  their  domeftic  animals 

- 

to  labour  immoderately,  and,  with  the  monies  arif- 
ing  to  him  therefrom,  employs  others  in  the  luxu- 
ries  of  life,  ads  contrary  to  the  gracious  defigns  of 
him  who  is  the  true  owner  of  the  earth  ;  nor  can 
any  pofleflions,  either  acquired  or  derived  from  an- 
ceftors,  juftify  fuch  condud,  Goodnefs  remains 
to  be  goodnefs,  and  the  diredion  of  pure  wifdom 
is  obligatory  on  all  reafonable  creatures, 

,  <♦*..  -  f  *  ' 

Though  the  poor  occupy  our  eftates  by  a  bar¬ 
gain,  to  which  they  in  their  poor  circumftances 
agree ;  and  we  afk  even  lefs  than  a  pundual  ful¬ 
filling  of  their  agreement ;  yet,  if  our  views  are  to 
lay  up  riches ;  or  to  live  in  conformity  to  cuftoms 
which  have  not  their  foundation  in  the' truth,  and 
our  demands  are  fuch  as  require  greater  toil  or 
application  to  bufmefs  in  them,  than  is  confident 


f 
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with  pure  love,  we  invade  their  rights,  as  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  world,  of  which  a  good  and  gracious 
God  is  proprietor,  under  whom  we  are  tenants. 

.  '  V  f 

Were  all  fuperfluities,  and  the  defire  of  out¬ 


ward  greatnefs  laid  afide,  and  the  right  ufe  of 


things  univerfally  attended  to,  fuch  a  number  of 
people  might  be  employed  in  things  ufeful,  as  that 
moderate  labour,  with  the  bleiling  of  Heaven, 
would  anfwer  all  good  purpofes  relating  to  people 
and  their  cattle,  and  a  fufficient  number  have  time 
to  attend  on  the  proper  affairs  of  civil  fociety. 


r 


CHAP,  III 


HILE  our  fpirits  are  cheerful  and  lively,  we 


?  f  go  cheerfully  through  bufinefs  ;  either  too 
much  or  too  little  adfion  is  tirefome  ;  but  a  right 
portion  is  healthful  to  our  bodies,  and  agreeable 
to  an  honeft  mind.  *  1 

Where  men  have  great  eftates,  they  ftand  in  a 
place  of  trufl  :  to  have  it  in  their  power  without 
difficulty,  to  live  in  that  fafhion  which  occafions 
much  labour,  and  at  the  fame  time,  confine  them- 
felves  to  that  ufe  of  things  prefcribed  by  our  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  confirmed  by  his  example,  and  the 
examples  of  many  who  lived  in  the  early  age  of 
the  Chriftian  church,  that  they  may  more  exten- 
fively  relieve  objefts  of  charity  ;  for  men  v/ho  have 

great  eftates,  to  live  thus,  requires  clofe  attention 
to  divine  love. 


Our 
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Our  gracious  Creator,  cares  and  provides  for  all 
his  creatures  :  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works,  and  fo  far  as  true  love  influences  our 
minds,  fo  far  we  .become  interefted  in  his  work- 
manfhip  ;  and  feel  a  defire  to  make  ufe  of  every 
opportunity  to  leflen  the  diftrefles  of  the  afflidted, 
and  encreafe  the  happinefs  of  the  creation.  Here 
we  have  a  profpedt  of  one  common  interefl  from 
which  our  own  is  infeparable,  fo  that  to  turn  all 
we  poflefs,  into  the  channel  of  univerfal  love,  be¬ 
comes  the  bufinefs  of  our  lives. 


Men  of  large  eftates  whofc  hearts  are  thus  en¬ 
larged,  are  like  fathers  to  the  poor  ;  and  in  look¬ 
ing  over  their  brethren  in  diftrefled  circumftanqes, 
^nd  confidering  their  own  more  eafy  condition, 
they  find  a  field  for  humble  meditation,  and  feel 
the  flrength  of  thofe  obligations  they  are  under, 
to  be  kind  and  tender-hearted  toward  them.  Poor 
men  eafed  of  their  burdens,  and  releafed  from  too 
clofean  application  to  bufinefs,  are  enabled,  to  hire 
afliftance,  to  provide  well  for  their  cattle,  and  find 
time  to  perform  thofe  duties  among#  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  which  belong  to  a  well  guided  focial  life. 
When  thefe  reflect  on  the  opportunity  thofe  had 
to  opprefs  them,  and  cqnfider  the  goodnefs  of  their 
conduft,  they  behold  it  lovely  and  confiftent  with 
brotherhood  *  and,  as  the  man  whqfe  mind  is  con¬ 
formed  to  univerfal  love,  hath  his  trufl:  fettled  in 
God,  and  finds  a  firm  foundation  to  ftand  upon, 
in  any  changes  or  revolutions  that  happen  among# 
men,  fo  alfo,  the  goodnefs  of  his  conduct  tends  to 

jfpread  a  kind  benevolent  difpofition  m  the  world. 

r  14  a  v. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

UR  blefied  Redeemer,  in  dire&ing  us  how  to 


conduit  ourfelves  one  towards  another,  ap¬ 
peals  to  our  own  feelings.  “  Whatfoever  ye  would 
that  men  (hould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them.,r 
Now  where  fome  live  in  fulnefs  on  the  labour  of 
others,  who  have  never  had  experience  of  hard  la¬ 
bour  themfelves,  there  is  often  a  danger  of  their 
not  having  a  right  feeling  of  the  labourer’s  condi¬ 
tion,  and  therefore  of  being  difqualified  to  judge 
candidly  in  their  cafe,  not  knowing  what  they 
themfelves  would  defire,  were  they  to  labour  hard 
from  one  year  to  another,  to  raife  the  neceflaries  o t 
life,  and  pay  high  rent  befides.  It  is  good  for  thofc 
who  live  in  fulnefs,  to  labour  for  tendernefs  of 
heart,  and  improve  every  opportunity  of  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  hardfhips  and  fatigues  of  thofe 
who  labour  for  their  living,  and  think  ferioufly 
with  themfelves ;  Am  I  influenced  by  true  charity 
in  fixing  all  my  demands  ?  Have  I  no  defire  to  fup- 
port  myfelf  in  expenfive  cuftoms,  becaufe  ray  ac¬ 
quaintances  live  in  thcfe  cuftoms? 

Were  I  to  labour,  as  they  do,  toward  fupporting 
them  and  their  children  in  a  ftation  like  mine,  in 
Inch  fort  as  they  and  their  children  labour  for  us, 
could  I  not  on  fuch  a  change,  before  I  entered  in¬ 
to  agreements  of  rent  or  intereft,  name  fome  coft- 
ly  articles  now  uled  by  me,  or  in  my  family,  which 
have  no  real  ufe  in  them,  the  expenfe  whereof 
might  be  leffened:  and  fhould  I  not  in  fuch  cafe, 
ftrongly  defire  the  difufe  of  thofe  needlefs  articles. 


that, 


\ 
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'  > 

that,  lefs  anfwering  their  way  of  life,  the  terms 
might  be  eafier  to  me  ? 

If  a  wealthy  man,  on  ferious  reflexion,  finds  a 
witnefs  in  his  own  confidence,  that  there  are  fome 
expenfes  which  he  indulgeth  himfelf  in,  that  are  in 
conformity  to  cuftoms  which  might  be  omitted, 
confiftent  with  the  true  defign  of  living, and  which, 
was  he  to  change  places  with  thofe  who  occupy  his 
eftate,  he  would  defire  to  be  difcontinued  by  them  ; 
whoever  are  thus  awakened  to  thefe  feelings,  will 
neceflarily  find  the  injun&ion  binding.  u  Do  thou 
fo  them.” 

I  * 

Divine  Love  impofeth  no  rigorous  or  unreafon- 
able  commands ;  but  gracioufly  points  out  the  fpi- 
rit  of  brotherhood  and  the  way  to  happinefs,  in  at¬ 
taining  to  which,  it  is  neceflary,  that  we  go  forth 
out  of  all  that  is  felfifh. 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

TP  O  pafs  through  a  feries  of  hardfhips,  and  to 
^  languifh  under  oppreflion,  brings  people  to 
a  certain  knowledge  of  thofe  things.  To  enforce 
the  duty  of  tendernefs  to  the  poor,  the  infpired 
law-giver  referred  the  children  of  Ifrael  to  their 
own  pafl  experience  •,  “  Ye  know  the  heart  of  a 
ftranger,  feeing  ye  were  ftrangers  in  the  land  of 
Egypt.”  He  who  hath  been  a  ftranger  amongft 
unkind  people,  or  under  their  government  who 
were  hard-hearted,  knows  how  it  feels;  but  a 
perfon  who  hath  never  felt  the  weight  of  mifap- 
plied  power,  comes  not  to  this  knowledge,  but  by 

in 
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an  inward  tendernefs,  in  which  the  heart  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  fympathize  with  others. 

.  '  '  I 

We  may  reflect  on  the  condition  of  a  poor  in¬ 
nocent  man,  who  by  his  labour,  contributes  to¬ 
wards  fupporting  one  of  his  own  fpecies,  more 
wealthy  than  himfelf,  on  whom  the  rich  man, 
from  a  defire  after  wealth  and  luxuries,  lays  hea¬ 
vy  burdens:  When  this  labourer  looks  over  the 
caufe  of  his  heavy  load,  and  confiders,  that  this 
great  toil  and  fatigue  is  laid  on  him  to  fupport 
that  which  hath  no  foundation  in  pure  wifdom, 
we  may  well  fuppofe,  that  there  arifeth  an  uneaf- 
inefs  in  his  mind  towards  one  who  might,  without 
any  inconvenience,  deal  more  favourably  with 
him :  When  he  confiders,  that,  by  his  induftry, 
his  fellow-creature  is  benefited,  and  fees  that  this 
man,  who  hath  wealth,  is  not  fatisfied  with  being 
fupported  in  a  plain  way  ;  but  to  gratify  a  wrong 
defire,  and  conform  to  wrong  cuftoms,  encreafeth 
to  an  extreme,  the  labours  of  thofe  who  occupy 
his  eftate  ;  we  may  reafonably  judge,  that  he  will 
think  himfelf  unkindly  ufed.  When  he  confiders, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  wealthy  are  agreeable 
to  the  cuftoms  of  the  times,  and  fees  no  means 
of  redrefs  in  this  world  ;  how  would  the  fighings 
of  this  innocent  perion  afcend  the  throne  of  that 
great,  good  Being,  who  created  us  all,  and  hath  a 
ccnftant  care  over  his  creatures.  By  candidly  con- 
fidering  thefe  things,  we  may  have  fome  fenfe  of 
the  condition  of  innocent  people,  overloaded  by 
the  wealthy,  but  he  who  toils,  one  year  after  an¬ 
other,  to  furnifti  others  with  wealth  and  fuperflu- 
itics,  who  labours  and  thinks,  and  thinks  and  la¬ 
bours  ; 
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hours ;  until  by  overmuch  labour,  he  is  wearied 
and  opprefled  :  Such  an  one  underftands  the 
meaning  of  that  language  ;  “  Ye  know  the  heart 
of  a  ftranger,  feeing  ye  were  ftrangers  in  the  land 
of  Egypt/’  As  many  at  this  day,  who  know  not 
the  heart  of  a  ftranger,  indulge  themfelves  in  ways 
of  life,  which  occafion  more  labour  than  infinite 
goodnefs  intends  for  man,  and  yet  are  compaffion- 
ate  for  fuch  in  diftrefs,  as  come  dire&y  under  their 
obfervaiion ;  were  thefe  to  change  circumftances 
awhile,  with  fome  who  labour  for  them ;  were 
they  to  pafs  regularly,  through  the  means  of  know¬ 
ing  the  heart  of  a  ftranger,  and  come  to  a  feeling 
knowledge  of  the  ftraits  and  hardfhips  which  many 
poor  innocent  people  pafs  through*  in  a  hidden 
obfeure  life ;  were  thefe  who  now  fare  fumptuouf- 
ly  every  day,  to  adt  the  other  part  of  the  feene, 
until  feven  times  had  paffed  over  them,  and  return 
again  to  their  former  eftates ;  I  believe  many  of 
them  would  embrace  a  life  lefs  expenfive,  and  light¬ 
en  the  heavy  burdens  of  fome,  who  now  labour  out 
of  their  fight,  and  pafs  through  ftraits  with  which 
they  are  but  little  acquainted.  To  fee  our  fellow- 
creatures  under  difficulties,  to  which  we  are  in  no 
degree  acceftary,  tends  to  awaken  tendernefs  in 
the  minds  of  all  reafonable  people  ^  but  if  we  con- 
fider  the  condition  of  thofe,  who  are  depreffed  in 
anfwcring  our  demands,  who  labour  out  of  our 
fight,  and  are  often  toiling  for  us,  while  we  pafs 
our  time  in  fulnefs;  and  confider  alfo,  that  much 
lefs  than  we  demand,  would  fupply  us  with  things 
really  ufeful ;  what  heart  will  not  relent,  or  what 
reafonable  man  can  refrain  from  mitigating  that 
grief,  which  he  himfelf  is  is  the  caufe  of,  when  he 
may  do  it  without  inconvenience?  CHAP* 
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CHAP.  VL 

PEOPLE,  fpent  with  much  labour,  often  take 
ftrong  liquor  to  revive  them.  The  portion  of 
the  neceffaries  of  life,  anfwerable  to  a  day’s  work, 
is  fuch,  that  thofe  who  fupport  their  families  by 
day  labour,  find  occafion  to  labour  hard,  and  many 
of  them  think  ftrong  drink  a  neceflary  part  of 
their  entertainment. 

Were  there  more  men  ufefully  employed,  and 
fewer  who  eat  bread  as  a  reward  for  doing  that 
which  is  not  ufeful,  then  food  and  raiment  would, 
on  a  reafonable  eftimate,be  more  in  proportion  to 
labour,  than  what  it  is  at  prefent  ;  for,  if  four  men 
working  eight  hours  in  the  day,  can  do  anjf  por¬ 
tion  of  labour,  in  a  certain  number  of  days  ;  then 
five  men,  equally  capable,  may  do  the  fame  bufi- 
nefs,  in  the  fame  time,  and  work  only  iix  hours 
and  twenty-four  minutes  in  the  day.  In  proceed¬ 
ing  agreeably  to  found  wifdom,  a  fmall  portion  of 
daily  labour  might  fuffice,  to  keep  a  proper  ftream, 
gently  circulating,  through  all  the  channels  of  fo- 
ciety  •  and  this  portion  of  labour,  might  be  fo  di¬ 
vided,  and  taken  in  the  moft  advantageous  parts 
of  the  day,  that  people  would  not  have  that  plea, 
for  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors,  which  they  have  at 
prefent.  The  quantity  of  fpirituous  liquors  im¬ 
ported  and  made  in  our  country,  is  great ;  nor  can 
fo  many  thoufand  hogfheads  of  this  liquor,  be  drank 
every  year  in  our  country,  without  having  a  powr- 
erful  efFedt  on  our  manners.  J 

f  <  • 
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When  people  are  fpent  with  action,  and  take 
thefe  liquors,  not  only  as  a  refrefhment  from  part 
labouis,  but  alfo  to  fupport  them  to  go  on,  without 
nature  having  a  fufficient  time  to  recruit,  by  reft- 
ing;  it  gradually  turns  them  from  that  calmnefs 
of  thought,  which  attends  thofe  who  apply  their 
hearts  to  true  wifdom.  That  the  fpirits  being 
fcattered  by  too  much  bodily  motion,  and 

again  revived  by  ftrong  drink,  makes  a  per- 
.  fon  unfit  for  divine  meditation,  I  fuppofe  will 
not  be  denied  ;  and  as  multitudes  of  people  are 
in  this  practice,  who  do  not  take  fo  much  as  to 
hinder  them  from  managing  their  affairs,  this  cuf- 
tom  is  ftrongly  fupported  ;  but  as,  through  divine 
gocdnefs,  I  have  found  that  there  is  a  more  quiet, 
calm  and  happy  way,  intended  for  us  to  walk  in, 
I  am  engaged  to  expreis  what  I  feel  in  my  heart 
concerning  it.  As  cherifhing  the  fpirit  of  love 
and  meekneis,  belongs  to  the  family  of  Jefus 
Chrift ;  fo,  to  avoid  thofe  things,  which  they 
know  work  againft  it;  is  an  indifpenfible  duty. 
Every  degree  of  luxury,  of  what  kind  foever,  and 
every  demand  for  money  inconfiftent  with  divine 
order,  hath  fome  connexion  with  unneceffary  la¬ 
bour.  By  too  much  labour  the  fpirits  are  exhauft- 
ed  ,  and  nature  craves  help  from  ftrong  drink ; 
and  the  frequent  ufe  of  ftrong  drink,  works  in 
oppofition  to  the  celeftial  influence  on  the  mind. 

I  x  ^  \  '  V  *  *  <r  .  «  J 

This  is  plain  when  men  take  fo  much,  as  to 
fufpend  the  ufe  of  their  reafon  j  and  though  there 
are  degrees  of  this  oppofition,  and  a  man  quite 
drunk  may  be  fur  theft  removed  from  that 
frame  of  mind,  in  which  God  is  worfhipped ; 

-yet 
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yet  a  perfon  being  often  nearly  fpent  with  too 
much  aCtion,  and  revived  by  fpirituous  liquors, 
without  being  quite  drunk,  inures  himfelf  to  that 
which  is  a  lets  degree  of  the  fame  thing;  and  by 
long  continuance  thereof,  mult  necefiarily  hurt  both 
mind  and  body.  There  is  in  the  nature  of  peo¬ 
ple,  fome  degree  of  likenefs  with  that  food  and 
air,  to  which  they  from  their  youth,  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed;  This  frequently  appears  in  thofe,  who, 
by  a  feparation  from  their  native  air  and  ufual  diet, 
grow  weak  and  unhealthy  for  want  of  them  ;  nor 
is  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  fo  many  thoufand 
hogiheads  of  this  fiery  liquor  can  be  drunk  by  us 
every  year,  and  the  practice  continued  from  age 
to  age,  without  altering,  in  fome  degree,  the  na¬ 
tures  of  men,  and  rendering  their  minds  lefs  apt 
to  receive  the  pure  truth  in  the  love  of  it. 

As  many,  who  manifeft  fome  regard  to  piety, 
do  yet,  in  degree,  conform  to  thofe  ways  of  liv¬ 
ing,  and  of  collecting  wealth,  which  encreafe  la¬ 
bour  beyond  the  bounds  fixed  by  divine  wifdom; 
my  defire  is,  that  they  may  fo  confider  the  connex¬ 
ion  of  things,  as  to  take  heed,  left  by  exacting  of 
poor  men,  more  than  is  confiftent  with  univerfal 
righteoufnefs,  they  promote  that,  by  their  conduit, 
which  in  word  they  fpeak  againft.  To  treafure 
up  wealth  for  another  generation,  by  means  of  the 
immoderate  labour  of  thofe,  who  in  fome  meafure 
depend  upon  us,  is  doing  evil  at  prefent,  without 
knowing,  but  what  our  wealth,  thus  gathered,  may 
be  applied  to  evil  purpofes,  when  we  are  gone.  To 
labour  hard,  or  caufe  others  to  do  fo,  that  we  may 
live  conformably  to  cuftoms,  which  Chrift  our  Re¬ 
deemer 


hi 
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decmer  contradicted  by  his  example  in  the  days 
of  his  flefh,  and  which  are  contrary  to  divine  order, 
is  to  manure  a  foil/  for  propagating  an  evil  feed 
in  the  earth. 

« 

They  who  enter  deep  into  thefe  confiderations, 
and  live  under  the  weight  of  them,  will  feel 
thefe  things  fo  heavy,  and  their  ill  effects  fo  exten- 
five,  that  the  neceflity  of  attending  fingly  to  divine 
wifdom,  will  be  evident ;  thereby  to  be  directed 
in  the  right  ufe  of  things,  in  oppofition  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  times,  and  will  be  fupported  to  bear 
patiently  the  reproaches  attending  Angularity.-  To 
conform  a  little  to  a  wrong  way,  ftrengthens  the 
the  hands  of  thofe,  who  carry  wrong  cuftoms  to 
their  utmoft  extent,  and  the  more  a  perfon  appears 
to  be  virtuous,  and  heavenly  minded,  the  more 
powerfully  does  his  conformity  operate,  in  favour 
of  evil  doers.  Lay  afide  the  profelfion  of  a  pious 
life,  and  people  expeCt  little  or  no  inftruCtion  from 
the  example ;  but  while  we  profefs,  in  all  cafes,  to 
live  in  conftant  oppofition  to  that  which  is  contra¬ 
ry  to  univerfal  righteoufnefs ; — What  expreflions 
are  equal  to  the  fubjeCt  ?  or  what  language  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  fet  forth  the  ftrength  of  thofe  obligations 
we  are  under,  to  beware,  left  by  our  example,  we 
lead  others  wrong  ? 

I  \  •  ^  ’ 

CHAP.  VII. 

IN  the  care  of  our  children,  we  may  give  way 
to  partiality,  in  things  relating  to  what  may 
be  when  we  are  gone;  yet  after  death,  we  cannot 
look  on  partiality  with  pleafure. 


V 
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If  by  our  wealth  we  make  them  great,  without 
a  full  perfuafion  that  we  could  not  beftow  it  better, 
and  thus  give  them  power  to  deal  hardly  with  o- 
thers,  more  virtuous  than  they,  it  can,  after  death* 
give  us  no  more  fatisfadtion,  than  if  by  this  trea¬ 
sure  we  had  raifed  thefe  others  above  our  own, 
and  gave  them  power  to  opprefs  them. 

Did  a  man  poffefs  as  much  good  land,  as  would 
well  fuffice  for  twenty  induftrious  frugal  people, 
fuppofing  that  he  was  lawful  heir  to  it,  intended 
to  give  this  great  eftate  to  his  children,  but  found, 
on  refearch  into  the  title,  that  one  half  of  this  e- 
ftate  was  the  undoubted  right  of  a  number  of  poor 
orphans,  who,  as  to  virtue  and  underftanding,  to 
him  appeared  as  hopeful  as  his  own  children  ;  this 
difcovery  would  give  him  an  opportunity  to  con- 
fider,  whether  he  was  attached  to  any  intereft  dif~ 
tindt  from  the  intereft  of  thofe  orphans. 

r 

/ 

Some  of  us  have  eftates  fufficient  for  our  child¬ 
ren,  and  as  many  more,  to  live  upon,  did  they  all 
employ  their  time  in  ufeful  bufinefs,  and  live  in 
that  plairtefs  confiftent  with  the  charadter  of 
true  difciples  of  Chrift  ;  and  have  no  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  our  children  after  us,  will  apply  them 
to  benevolent  purpofes,  more  than  fome  poor 
children  whom  we  are  acquainted  with,  would,  if 
they  had  them ;  and  yet,  did  we  believe  that  after 
our  deceafe,  thefe  eftates  would  go  equally  among 
our  children,  and  an  equal  number  of  thofe  poor 
children,  it  would  be  likely  to  give  us  uneafmefs. 

This  may  ftiew  to  a  thoughtful  perfoti,  that,  to 
be  redeemed  from  all  the  remains  of  felfifhnefs ; 

to 
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to  have  an  univerfal  regard  to  our  fellow-creatures, 
and  love  them  as  our  heavenly  Father  loves  them, 
we  mull  conftantly  attend  to  the  influence  of  his 
fpirit. 

When  our  hearts  are  enlarged  to  contemplate 
the  nature  of  this  divine  love,  we  behold  it  har¬ 
monious  ;  but  if  we  attentively  confider  that  mov¬ 
ing  of  felfifhnefs,  which  would  make  us  uneafy  at 
the  apprehenfion  of  that,  which  is  in  itfelf  reafon- 
able,  and  which,  being  feparated  from  all  previ¬ 
ous  conceptions  and  expectations,  will  appear  fo, 
we  may  fee  an  inconfiftency  in  it ;  for,  the  fubjeCt 
of  iuch  uneafinefs  is  in  future,  and  will  not  affeCt 
our  children,  until  we  are  removed  into  thatftate 
of  being  where  there  is  no  poflibility  of  our  taking 
delight  in  any  thing  contrary  to  the  pure  prin¬ 
ciple  of  univerfal  love. 

<  '  i 

•  f  -  .  y  ■  '  1  •  /  , 

As  that  natural  defire  of  fuperiority  in  us,  being 
given  way  to,  extends  to  fuch  of  our  favourites, 
who  we  expeft  will  fucceed  us;  and,  as  the  grafping 
after  wealth  and  power  for  them,  adds  greatly  to 
the  burdens  of  the  poor,  and  encreafeth  the  evil  of 
covetoufnefs  in  this  age  ;  I  have  often  defired  in 
fecret,  that,  in  looking  toward  pofterity,  we  may 
remember  the  purity  of  that  reft,  which  is  prepar¬ 
ed  for  the  Lord’s  people;  the  impolTibility  of  our 
taking  pleafure  in  any  thing  diftinguifhable  from 
univerfal  righteoufnefs ;  and  how  vain  and  weak 
a  thing  it  is,  to  give  wealth  and  power  to  thofe, 
who  appear  unlikely  to  apply  it  to  a  general  good 
when  we  are  gone. 

As 
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As  chriftians,  all  we  poflfefs  are  the  gifts  of  God 
to  us;  now  in  diftri buting  it  to  others,  we  a6l  as 
his  ftewards ;  and  it  becomes  our  ftation,  to  ad 
agreeably  to  that  divine  wifdom,  which  he  graci~ 
oufly  gives  to  his  fervants. 

If  the  fteward  of  a  great  family,  from  a  felfiftr 
attachment  to  particulars,  takes  that  with  which  he 
is  entruftcd,  and  bellows  it  lavifhly  on  fome,  to  the 
injury  of  others,  and  to  the  damage  of  him  who 
employs  him,  he  degrades  himfelf,  and  becomes 
unworthy  of  that  office.  ' 

The  true  felicity  of  man  in  this  life,  and  that 
which  is  to  come,  is  in  being  inwardly  united  to  the 
fountain  of  univerfal  love  and  blifs.  When  we 
provide  for  pofterity,  and  make  fettlements,  which 
will  not  take  effed,  until  after  we  are  centered  in 
another  ftate  of  being  ;  if  we  therein,  knowingly 
ad  contrary  to  univerfal  love  and  righteoufnefs, 
luch  condud  muft  arife  from  a  falfe,  felfifh  plea- 
lure  ;  and  if,  after  fnch  fettlements,  our  wills  con¬ 
tinue  to  Hand,  in  opposition  to  the  fountain  of  uni¬ 
verfal  light  and  love ;  will  there  not  be  an  un- 

and  true  felicity  ? 
But  if  we,  after  fuch  fettlement,  and  when  too  late 
lor  an  alteration,  attain  to  that  purified  ftate  which 
our  Redeemer  prayed  his  father,  that  his  people 
might  attain  to,  of  being  united  to  the  Father, 

*1?  r?e  ’  rnu^:  not  a  h  nee  re  repentance,  for 
for  all  things  done  in  a  will  feparate  frpm  univer- 

lal  love,  precede  this  inward  fandification  ?  And 
though  in  fuch  depth  of  repentance  and  reconci¬ 
liation, (  all  fins  are  forgiven,  can  we  reafonably 

^  8  fuppofi 
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fuppcfe,  that  our  partial  determinations,  in  fav¬ 
our  cf  thofe  whom  we  loved,  in  a  felfilh  love,  will 
then  afford  us  pleasure  ? 

.  ,  ir, 

CHAP.  VIII, 

P  4j  Vj  labour  for  an  eftablifhment  in  divine  love, 

1  where  the  mind  is  difentangled  from  the 
power  of  darknefs,  is  the  great  bulinefs  of  man's 
life  ;  the  collecting  of  riches,  covering  the  .body 
with  fine  wrought,  coftly  apparel,  and  having 
magnificient  furniture,  operate  again fi;  univerfal 
love,  and  tend  to  feed  felf ;  fo  that  it  belongs  not 
to  the  children  of  the  light  to  deftre  thofe  things. 

He  who  fent  ravens  to  feed  Elijah  in  the  -wild- 
ernefs,  and  encreafed  the  poor  woman’s  Email  re¬ 
mains  of  meal  and  oil,  is  new  as  attentive  to  the 
neceflities  of  his  people  ap  ever. 

When  he  faith  unto  his  people,  “  ye  are  my 
**  fons  and  daughters,”  no  greater  .happinefs  can 
be  defired  by  them,  who  know  how  gracious  a 
father  he  is. 

The  greater  part  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  are 
fo  far  peiifhable,  that  each  generation  hath  ocafi- 
on  to  labour  for  them  ;  and  when  we  look  to¬ 
ward  a  fucceeding  age,  with  a  mind  influenced 
with  univerfal  love,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
exempt  fome  from  thofe  cares,  which  neceflarily 
relate  to  this  life,  and  give  them  power  to  oprefs 
others  ;  we  defire,  that  they  may  all  be  the  Lord’s 
children,  and  live  in  that  humility, and  order,  be¬ 
coming  his  family.  Our  hearts  being  thus  opened, 
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and  enlarged,  we  feel  content  in  a  ufe  of  things, 
as  foreign  to  luxury  and  grandeur,  as  that,  which 
our  redeemer  laid  down  as  a  pattern. 

Ry  defiring  wealth  for  the  power  and  diftinition 
it  gives,  and  gathering  it  on  this  motive,  a  perfon 
may  become  rich  j  bur  his  mind,  herein,  being 
moved,  by  a  draught  diftinguifhable  from  the 
drawings  of  the  Father,  he  cannot  be  united  to 
the  heavenly  fociety,  where  God  is  the  ftrength  of 
their  life. 

/ 

If  is  eafier,  faith  our  Saviour,  for  a  camel 
to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich 
mn  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.”  H[ere, 
our  Lord  ufe?  a,n  inftrudtive  fi|p^itude?  fpr,  as  a 

~  *'  fliat  form,  cannot  pafs  through 

the  eye  of  a  needle,  fo  a  man,  who  trufteth  in 
riches  and  holds  them,  for  the  fake  of  the  pow- 
er  and  diftipd'tion  attending  them,  cannot,  in  that 
fpirit,  enter  into  the  kingdom.  Now,  every  part  of 
a  camel  may  be  fo  reduced,  as  to  pais  through  a 
hole,  as  frnall  as  the  eye  of  a  needle ;  yet,  fuch  is 
the  bulk  of  the  creature,  and  the  hardnefs  of  its 
bones,  and  teeth,  that,  it  could  not  be  completed, 
without  much  labour  ;  fo  mull  man  ceafe  from 
that  fpirit,  which  craves  riches,  and  be  reduced  in¬ 
to  another  difpofition,  before  he  inherits  the  king- 
dQm  j  as  effedhtally  as  a  camel  moil  be  changed. 

from  the  form  of  a  camel,  in  palling  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle. 

When  our  Saviour  laid  to  the  rich  youth,  u  Go. 
fell  thgt  thou  haft,  and  give  to  the  poorf’  though 

G  g  2  undoubtedly 
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undoubtedly  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  fo,  yet, 
to  enjoin  this,  of  felling  all,  as  a  duty  on  every 
true  chriftiari,  would  be  to  limit  the  Holy  One. 

Obedient  children,  who  are  intrufted  with  much 
outward  fubftance,  wait  for  wifdom  to  difpofe  of  it 
agreeably  to  his  will,  “  in  whom,  the  fatherlefs 
find  mercy.”  It  may  not  be  the  duty  of  every  one 
to  commit,  at  once,  their  fubftance  to  other  hands  j 
but  rather,  from  time  to  time,  to  look,  round 
amongft  the  numerous  branches  of  the  great  fa- 
mily,  as  the  fteward  of  him,  who  provides  for  the 
widows  and  the  fatherlefs,  and  as  difciples  of  Chrift, 
however  entrufted  with  much  goods,  they  may  not 
conform  to  fumptuous  or  luxurious  living;  for,  as 
he  lived  in  perfect  plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  the 
greateft  in  his  family  cannot,  by  virtue  of  his  fta- 
tion,  claim  a  right  to  live  in  worldly  grandeur,  with¬ 
out  contradicting  his  doCtrine,  who  faid,  It  is 
enough  for  the  dilciple  to  be  as  his  mailer. 

When  our  eyes  are  fo  fingle,  as  to  difeern  the 
felfifh  fpirit  clearly,  we  behold  it  the  greateft  of 
all  tyrants.  Many  thoufand  innocent  people,  un 
der  fome  of  the  Roman  emperors,  being  confirm¬ 
ed  in  the  truth  of  Chrift’s  religion,  from  the  pow¬ 
erful  eflfeCts  of  his  holy  fpirit  upon  them,  and 
ferupling  to  conform  to  heathenifh  rites,  were 
therefore,  by  various  kinds  of  cruel  and  lingering 
torments,  put  to  death,  as  is  largely  fet  forth  b\ 

Eufebius. 

Now  if  we  fmgle  out  Domitian,  Nero,  or  any 
other  of  the  perfecting  emperors,  the  man,  tho’ 
terrible  in  his  time,  will  appear  as  a  tyrant  of  fma.. 


v\WV». 


To  the  R  I  C 


453 


confequence,  compared  with  this  felfifh  fpirit  ;  for, 
though  his  bounds  were  large,  yet  a  great  part  of 
the  world  was  out  of  his  reach  ;  and  though  he 
grievoufiy  afflicted  the  bodies  of  thofe  innocent 
people,  yet  the  minds  of  many  were  divinely  fup- 
ported  in  their  greateft  agonies  ;  and  being  faith¬ 
ful  unto  death,  were  delivered  from  his  tyranny, 

t 

His  reign,  though  cruel  for  a  time,  was  foon 
over;  and  he,  confidered  in  his  greateft  pomp, 
appears  to  have  been  a  Have  to  a  felfifh  fpirit. 
Thus  tyranny,  as  applied  to  a  man,rifeth  up,  and 
foon  has  an  end  ;  but  if  we  confider  the  numerous 
opprefllons  in  many  ftates,  and  the  calamities  oc- 
cafioned,  by  nation  contending  with  nation,  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  and  ages  of  the  world,  and  remember 
that  felfifhnefs  hath  been  the  original  caufe  of  them 
all  ;  if  v/e  confider  that  thofe  who  are  unredeemed 
from  this  felfifh  fpirit,  not  only  afflidt  others,  but 
are  afflidted  themfelves,  and  have  no  real  quietnefs 
in  this  life,  nor  in  futurity;  but,  according  to  the 
fayings  of  Chrift,  have  their  portion  in  that  painful 
condition,  “  Where  the  worm  dieth  not  and  the 
fire  is  not  quenched;”  If  we  confider  the  havock 
that  is  made  in  this  age,  and  how  numbers  of  the 
people  are  hurried  on,  ftriving  to  colledt  treafure 
to  pleafe  that  mind  which  wanders  from  perfedl  re- 
fignednefs  ;  and,  in  that  wifdom  which  is  foolifh- 
nefs  with  God,  are  perverting  the  true  ufe  of  things, 
labouring  as  in  the  fire,  contending  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  even  unto  blood,  and  exerting  their  power  to 
iupport  ways  of  living,  foreign  to  the  life  of  one, 
wholly  crucified  to  the  world. 

.  If  we  confider  what  great  numbers  of  people  are 
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employed  preparing  the  articles  of  war,  and  the  la¬ 
bour  and  toil  of  armies,  let  apart  for  protecfling  their 
refpedlive  territories  from  the  incurfions  of  war;  and 
the  extenfive  miferies  which  attend  their  engage¬ 
ments;  while  they  who  till  the  land,  and  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  other  ufeful  things,  in  fupporting  them- 
felves,  fupporting  thofe  employed  in  military  af¬ 
fairs,  and  alfo  thofe  who  own  the  foil,  have  great 
hardflrips  to  encounter,  through  too  much  labour; 
while  others,  in  ieveral  kingdoms,  are  bulled  in 
fetching  men  to  help  to  labour,  from  diftant  parts 
of  the  world,  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
in  the  uncomfortable  condition  of  Haves  ;  and  that 
felf  is  the  bottom  of  thefe  proceedings  ;  amidft  all 
this  conftifion,  and  thefe  fcenes  of  forrow  and 
diftrefs,  can  we  remember  the  prince  of  peace,  re¬ 
member  that  we  are  his  difciples,  and  remember 
that  example  of  humility  and  plainnefs,  which  he 
fet  for  us,  without  feeling  an  earneft  defire  to  be 
difentangled  from  every  thing  connected  with  fel- 
fifh  cultoms,  in  food,  in  raiment,  in  houfes,  and  all 
things  elfe  ?  That,  being  of  Cirri  IPs  family,  and, 
walking  as  he  walked,  we  may  ftand  in  that  up- 
rightnefs,  wherein  man  was  firft  made,  and  have 
no  fellowfhip  with  thofe  inventions,  which  men  in 
their  fallen  wifdom,  have  fought  out. 

CHAP.  IX. 

npHE  way  of  carrying  on  wars,  common  in  the 
A  world,  isfo  far  diftinguhhabl'e  from  the  purr-* 
ty  of  Chrifl’s  religion,  that  many  fcruple  to  join  in 
them.  Thofe  who  are  fo  redeemed  from  the  love  of 
the  world,  as  to  poflefs  nothing  in  a  felfifh  fpirit, 
their  “  life  is  hid*  with  Chrift  in  God,”  and  thefe 
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he  preferves  in  refignednefs,  even  in  times  of  com¬ 


motion. 

\  \ 

As  they  poffefs  nothing  but  what  pertains  to  his> 
family,  anxious  thoughts  about  wealth  or  domini¬ 
on  have  little  or  nothing  in  them  to  work  upon  ; 
and  they  learn  contentment  in  being  difpofed  of 
according  to  his  will,  who  being  omnipotent,  and 
always  mindful  of  his  children,  caufeth  all  things 
to  work  for  their  good  :  but  where  that  fpirit  works 
which  loves  riches,  and,  in  its  working,  gathers 
wealth  and  cleaves  to  cuftoms  which  have  their 
root  in  felf-pleafing  :  and  whatever  name  it  hath, 
it  ftill  defires  to  defend  the  treasures  thus  gotten: 
— This  is  like  a  chain  where  the  end  of  one  link 
enclofes  the'  end  of  the  other  ;  the  rifing  up  of  a 
defire  to  obtain  wealth,  is  the  beginning  ;  this  de¬ 
fire  being  chdrifhed,  moves  to  action,  and  riches 
thus  gotten,  pleafe  felf,  and  while  felf  has  a  life  in 
them,  it  defires  to  have  them  defended.  Wealth  is 
attended  with  power,  by  which,  bargains  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  contrary  to  univerfai  righteoufnefs  are  flip- 
ported;  and  here  oppreflion,  carried  on  with  worldly 
policy  and  order, clothes  itfelf  with  the  name  of  jui- 
tice,  and  becomes  like  a  feed  of  difcord  in  the  foul : 
and  as  a  fpifit  which  wanders  from  the  pure  habi¬ 
tation  prevails,  fo  the  feeds  of  war  fwell  and  fprout, 
and  grow,  and  become  ftrong,  until  much  fruit  is 
ripened. 

Thus  corneth  the  harveft  fpoken  of  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  which  u  is U  heap,  in  the  day  of  grief  anddef- 
perate  farrows.”  Oh  !  that  we,  who  declare  againff 
w/ars,  and  acknowledge  our  trufl  to  be  in  God  cfiW 
ly,  may  walk  in  the  light,  and  therein  examine  olif 
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foundation  and  motives  in  holding  great  eftates  ! 
May  we  look  upon  our  treafures,  and  the  furniture 
of  our  houfes,  and  the  garments  in  which  we  array 
ourfelves,  and  try  whether  the  feeds  of  war  have 
nourifhtnent  in  thefe  our  poffeflions,  or  not.  Hold¬ 
ing  treafures  in  the  felf-pleafing  fpirit  is  a  ftrong 
plant,  the  fruit  whereof  ripens  faft. 

A  day  of  outward  diftrefs  is  coming,  and  divine 


love  calls  to  prepare  againft  it. 


C  H  A  P.  X. 


HE  heaven,  even  the  heavens  are  the  Lord’s ; 


but  the  earth  hath  he  given  to  the  children 
of  men.”  As  fervants  of  God,  what  land  or  eftates 
we  hold,  we  hold  under  him  as  his  gifts  ;  and 
in  applying  the  profits,  it  is  our  duty  to  ad  confift- 
ently  with  the  defigns  of  our  benefador.  Imper- 
fed  men  may  give,  on  motives  of  mifguided  af- 
fedion,  but  perfed  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  gives 
agreeably  to  his  own  nature,  nor  is  this  gift  ab- 
folute,  but  conditional,  for  us  to  occupy  as  du- 
dutiful  children,  and  not  otherwife;  for  he  alone  is 
the  true  proprietor.  “  The  world”  faith  he,  “  is 
mine,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof.”  The  infpired  law¬ 
giver  direded,  that  fuch  of  the  Ifraelites  as  fold 
their  inheritance,  fhould  fell  it  for  a  term  only ;  and 
that  they  or  their  children,  fhould  again  enjoy  it 
in  the  year  of  jubilee,  fettled  on  every  fiftieth  year. 
“  The  land  fjiall  not  be  fold  for  ever,  for  the  land 

•  ft 

is  mine  faith  the  Lord,  for  ye  are  ftrangers,  and  fo- 
journers  with  me.”  The  defign  of  which  was,  to 
prevent  the  rich  from  opprefling  the  poor,  by  too 
much  engrofling  the  land  $  and  our  blefied  Redeem- 
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er  (aid,  “  Till  heaven  and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or 
one  tittle  fhall  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the  law  till  all 
be  fulfilled.” 

'  / 

Where  divine  love  takes  place  in  the  hearts  of 
any  people,  and  they  fteadily  ad  in  a  principle  of 
univerfal  righteoufnefs,  there  the  true  intent  of  the 
law  is  fulfilled,  though  their  outward  modes  of 
proceeding  may  be  diftinguifhable  from  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  but  when  men  are  pofleffed  by  that  fpirit, 
hinted  at  by  the  prophet,  and  looking  over  their 
wealth,  fay  in  their  hearts,  u  Have  we  not  taken 
to  us  horns  by  our  own  ftrengthf  ’  Here  they  de¬ 
viate  from  the  divine  law,  and  do  not  count  their 
pofleffions  fo  ftridly  God’s,  nor  the  weak  and  poor 
entitled  to  fo  much  of  the  increafe  thereof,  but 
but  that  they  may  indulge  their  defires,  in  con¬ 
forming  to  worldly  pomp.  Thus  where  houfe  is 
joined  to  houfe,  and  field  laid  to  field,  until  there 
is  no  place,  and  the  poor  are  thereby  ftraitened, 
though  this  is  done  by  bargain  and  purchafe,  yet 
fo  far  as  it  {lands  diftinguifhed  from  univerfal  love, 
fo  far  that  woe,  prefixed  by  the  prophet,  will  ac¬ 
company  their  proceedings.  As  he  who  nrft  founded 
the  earth  out  of  nothing,  was  then  the  true  pro¬ 
prietor  of  it,  fo  he  (till  remains,  and  though  he  hath 
given  it  to  the  children  of  men,  fo  that  multitudes 
of  people  have  had  fuftenance  from  it,  while  they 
continued  here  ;  he  hath  never  alienated  it,  but  his 
right  is  as  good  as  at  firft,  nor  can  any  apply  the 
increafe  of  their  poflfefiions  contrary  to  univerfal 
love,  nor  difpofe  ot  lands  in  a  way,  which  they 
know  tends  to  exalt  forne,  by  oppreffing  others; 
without  being juftly  chargeable  with  ufurpation. 

CHAP 
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'  '  \ 

C  H'  A  R.  XI. 

TF  we  count  back  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
*  and  compare  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain, 
with  the  nations  of  North  America,  on  the  like 
compafs  of  ground,  the  latter  I  fuppofe,  would 
bear  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  others.  On  the  dif- 
covery  of  this  fertile  continent,  many  of  thofe  thick 
fettled  inhabitants  corning  Over,  the  natives  gene¬ 
rally  treated  them  with  kindnefs,  at  firft ;  and  as 
thofe  brought  iron  tools,  and  a  variety  of  things 
for  man’s  ufe,  they  gladly  embraced  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  traffick,  and  encouraged  thofe  foreigners 
to  fettle :  I  fpeak  only  of  improvements  made 
peaceably. 

Thus  our  gracious  father,  who  at  the  fame  time 
beholds  the  fituation  of  all  his  creatures,  hath  open¬ 
ed  a  way  for  a  thick  fettled  land  ;  now  if  we  con- 
fider  the  turning  of  God’s  hand,  in  thus  far  giving 
us  feme  room  in  this  continent,  and  that  the  off- 
fpring  of  thofe  ancient  poffelforsof  the  country,  in 
whofe  eyes  we  appear  as  new-comers,  are  yet  own¬ 
ers  and  inhabitants  of  the  land  adjoining  us,  and 
that  their  way  of  life,  requiring  much  room,  hath 
been  tranfmitted  to  them  from  their  predeceflors, 
and  probably  fettled  by  the  cuftom  of  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  ages :  under  thefe  confederations,  we  may  fee 
the  neceflity  of  cultivating  the  lands  already  ob¬ 
tained  of  them,  and  applying  the  increafe  confift- 
enly  with  true  wifdom,  fo  as  to  accommodate  the 
greateft  number  of  people  it  is  capable  of,  before 
we  have  any  right  to  plead,  as  members  of  the  one 


X 


I 


great  family,  the  equity  of  their  afligning  to  us  more 


blefied  Saviour ;  were  all  the  fruits  of  the  country  re¬ 
tained  in  it,  which  are  lent  abroad,  in'  return  for  fuch 
ftrong  drink,  fuch  coftly  array,  and  other  luxuries, 
which  we  fhould  then  have  no  ufe  for;  and  the  labour 

<4  . 

and  expenfe  of  importing  and  exporting  applied  to  hus¬ 
bandry,  and  ufeful  trades,  a  much  greater  number  of 
people  than  now  refide  here,  might,  with  the  divine 
blefling,  live  comfortably  on  the  lands  already  granted 
us,  by  thofe  ancient  pofl'eiTorS  of  the  country. 


ful  amongft  them,  both  in  publifhing  the  dodt fines  of 
His  Son,  our  Saviour,  and  in  pointing  out  to  them, 
the  advantages  of  cultivating  the  earth  ;  while  people 
are  fo  much  thicker  fettled,  in  fome  parts,  than  others, 
a  trade  in  fome  Serviceable  articles,  may  be  to  mutual 
advantage,  and  carried  on  wiLh  much  more  regularity 
and  fatisfadUon  to  a  (incere  chnftian,  than  the  trade 
now  generally  is. 

One  perfon  continuing  to  live  contrary  to  true  wif- 
dom,  commonly  draws  others  into  connexion  with 
him,  and  where  thele  embrace  the  way  this  firft 
hath  chofen,  their  proceedings  are  like  a  wild  vine, 
which,  fpringing  from  a  fingle  feed,  and  growing  ftrong, 
its  branches  extend,  and  their  little  turning  holders, 
twift  round  all  herbs  and  boughs  of  trees  where  they 
reach ;  and  are  fo  braced  and  locked  in,  that,  without 
much  labour  and  great  ftrength,  they  afd  not  difett- 
tangled.  Thus,  thefe  cuffoms,  foiail  in  their  beginning, 
as  they  encreafe,  promote  bufiiiefs  arid  tmffidk,  and 
many  depend  oil  them  for  a  living  ;  but  it  is  tMtieflt, 
that  all  bufinefs,  which  hath  not  its  foundation'  in'  tftrd 
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wifdom,  is  not  becoming  a  faithful  follower  of  ChrifR 
who  loves  God,  not  only  with  all  his  heart,  but  with 
all  his  ftrength,  and  ability.  And  as  the  Lord  is  able, 
and  will  fupport  thofe,  whofe  hearts  are  perfect  towards 
him,  in  away  agreeably  to  his  unerring  wifdom,  k  be¬ 
comes  us  to  meditate  on  the  privileges  of  his  children, 
to  remember,  that  where  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  is* 
there  is  liberty,  and  that  in  joining  to  cufloms,  which 
we  know  are  wrong, there  is  a  departing  from  his  go¬ 
vernment,  and  a  certain  degree  of  alienation  from  hinn 
To  lay  afide  curious  and  coftly  attire,  and  ufe  that  on¬ 
ly  which  is  ferviceabie,  to  ceafe  from  all  fuperfluities, 
and  too  much  ftrong  drink,  is  agreeable  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  our  bleffed  Redeemer  ;  and  if  in  the  integrity 
of  our  hearts,  we  do  fo,  we  in  fome  degree  contribute 
towards  leflening  that  bufinefs  which  hath  its  founda¬ 
tion  in  a  wrong  fpirit :  and,  as  fome  well  inclined  peo¬ 
ple  are  entangled  in  fuch  bufinefs  and  at  times 
have  a  defire  of  being  freed  from  it ;  our  ceafing  from 
thefe  things  may  be  made  helpful  to  them;  and  though 
for  a  time,  their  bufinefs  may  fail ;  yet,  if  they  humb¬ 
ly  afk  wifdom  of  God,  and  are  truly  refigned  to  him, 
he  will  not  fail  them,  nor  forfake  them. 

He  who  created  the  earth,  and  hath  provided  fuften- 
ance  for  millions  of  people  in  pall:  ages, is  now  as  attentive 
to  the  necelTities  of  his  children  as  ever.  To  prefs  for¬ 
ward  toward  perfe&ion  is  our  duty;  and  if,  herein, we 
leffen  fome  bufineft,  by  which  fome  poor  people  earn 
their  bread,  the  Lord,  who  calls  to  ceafe  from  thofe 
things,  will  take  care  of  thofe  whofe  bufinefs  fails  by 
it,  if  they  fincerely  feek  to  him. 

If  the  connexion  we  have  with  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  provinces,  and  our  intereft,  confidered  as  dillinbt 
from  others,  engage  us  to  promote  plain  living,  in  or¬ 
der  to  enrich  our  country  ;  though  a  plain  life  is  in  it- 
felf  beft;  yet  by  living  plain  in  a  felfifh  fpirit,  we  ad¬ 
vance  not  forward  in  true  religion. 
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Divine  Love,  which  enlarges  the  heart  toward  man¬ 
kind  univerfally,  is  that  alone,  which  ftops  every  cor¬ 
rupt  dream,  and  opens  thofe  channels  of  bufinefs  and 
commerce,  where  nothing  runs  that  is  not  pure  ,  and 
fo  eftablilhes  our  goings,  that  when,  in  our  labours,  we 
meditate  on  the  univerfal  love  of  God,  and  the  har¬ 
mony  of  Holy  Angels,  the  ferenity  of  our  minds  may 
never  be  clouded,  in  remembering  that  fome  part  of 
our  employments,  tends  to  fupport  culionis,  which 
have  their  foundation  in  the  felf  feeking  fpirit. 

CHAP.  XII. 

,  i 

WHILE  our  minds  are  prepoffelTed  in  favour  of 
cuftoms,  diftinguilhable  from  perfect  purity, 
we  are  in  danger  of  not  attending  with  finglenefs,  to 
that  lioht  which  opens  to  our  view,  the  nature  of  uni¬ 
verfal  righteoufnefs, 

In  the  affairs  of  a  thick  fettled  country,  are  variety 
of  ufefuful  employments,  befides  tilling  the  earth ;  fo 
that,  for  fome  men  to  have  more  land  than  is  neceflary 
to  build  upon,  and  to  anfwer  the  occafions  relative  to 
their  families,  may  confift  with  brotherhood  ;  and  from 
the  various  gifts  which  God  hath  beifow'ed,  on  thole 
employed  in  hufbandry,  for  fome  to  polTefs  and  occupy 
much  more  than  others,  may  likewife;  but  where  any, 
on  the  ftrength  of  their  polTefiions,  demand  fuch  rent 
or  intereft,  as  necellitates  thofe  who  take  of  them,  to  a 
clofer  application  to  bufinefs  than  our  merciful  father 
defigned  for  us  ;  this  purs  the  wheels  of  perfect  bro¬ 
therhood  out  of  order,  and  leads  to  employments,  the 
promoting  of  which  belongs  not  to  the  family  of  Chrift, 
whofe  example  in  all  parts,  being  a  pattern  of  wifdom  ; 
the  plaipnefs  and  fimplicty  of  his  outward  appearance, 
may  well  make  us  alhamed,  to  adorn  our  bodies  with 
poll ly  array,  or  treafure  up  wealth  by  the  leaf!  oppreOion. 
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The  foil  yields  us  fupport,  and  is  profitable  for  man, 
and  though  fome  poflefling  a  larger  (hare  of  thele  profits 
than  others,  may  confift  with  the  harmony  of  true 
brotherhood  ;  yet,  that  the  pooreft  people,  who  are 
honeft,  are  fo  Long  as  they  remain  inhabitants  of  thve 
earth,  entitled  to  a  certain  portion  of  thofe  profits,  in 
as  clear  and  as  abfolute  a  fenfe  as  thole  who  inherit 
much,  I  believe  will  be  agreed  to,  by  thofe,  whofe 
hearts  are  enlarged  with  univerfal  love.  The  firft  peo¬ 
ple  who  inhabited  the  earth,  were  the  firft  who  had 
pofleffion  of  the  foil ;  the  gracious  Creator  and  owner 
of  it,  gave  the  fruits  thereof  for  their  ufe :  and,  as 
one  generation  palled  away,  another  came  and  took 
polTdlion  ;  and  thus  through  many  ages,  inumerable 
multitudes  of  people  have  been  Applied  by  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  ;  but  our  gracious  Creator  is  as  abfolute- 
ly  the  owner  of  it,  as  he  was,  when  he  firft  formed  it 
out  of  nothing.  And  though  by  claims  grounded  on 
prior  pofteffion,  great  inequality  appears  amongft  men ; 
yet  the  inftruCLions  of  the  great  proprietor  of  the  earth, 
are  neceflary  to  be  attended  to  in  all  our  proceedings, 
as  poffeffors  or  claimers  of  the  foil.  u  The  fteps,  of  a 
good  man  are  ordered  of  th.e  Lord/5  and  thofe  who  are 
thus  guided,  whofe  hearts  are  enlarged  in  his  love,  give 
directions  concerning  their  polfeffions  agreeably  there¬ 
to  ;  and  that  claim,  which  ftands  on  univerlal  righte- 
oufnefs,  is  a  good  right;  but  the  continuance  of  that 
right,  depends  on  prcperly  applying  the  profits  there¬ 
of.  The  word  right,  is  commonly  ufed  relative  to  our 
poflelTions  :  We  lay,  a  right  of  propriety  to  fuch  a  di¬ 
vidend  of  a  province,  or  a  clear  indifputable  right  to 
the  land  within  fiich  certain  bounds.  Thus,  this  word 
js  continued  as  a  remembrancer  of  the  original  intent 
of  dividing  the  land  by  boundaries,  and  implies,  that 
jt  was  equitably  or  rightly  divided,  that  is  divided  ac¬ 
cording  to  righteoufnefs.  In  this,  that  is,  in  equity 
and  righteoufnefs,  confifts  the  ftrength  of  our  claim. 
If  we  trace  an  unrighteous  claim,  and  find  gifts  or 
grants  to  be  proved  byfufncient  feals  and  witnefles; 
this  gives  not  the  claimant  a  right,  for  that  which  is 


ppppfite  to  righteoufnefs,  is  wrong,  and  the  nature  of 
it  mult  be  changed,  before  it  can  be  right. 

Suppofe  twenty  free  .men,  profefled  followers  of 
Ghrift,  difcovered  an  ifland  unknown  to  all  other  peo¬ 
ple ;  and  that  they  with  their  wives,  independant  of  all 
Others  took  pofTeflion  of  it,  and  divided  it  equally ; 
made  improvements,  and  multiplied ;  fuppofe  thefefirft 
poflfeflbrs,  being  generally  influenced  by  true  love,, did 
with  paternal  regard,  look  over  the  iacreafing  condition 
pf  the  inhabitants,  and  near  the  end  of  their  lives,  gave 
fuch  . directions  concerning  their  refpe&ivg  poffeflions, 
as  beft  fuited  the  convenience , of  the  whole,  and  tended 
to  prefervc  love  and  harmony  ;  and  that  their  fecqet 
ors  in  the  continued  inergafe  of  people,  generally  fol¬ 
lowed  their  pious  example,  and  purfued  means, the  molt 
effectual  to  keep  oppreilion  out  pf  their  ifland ;  but  that 
one  of  thefe  firft  fettlers  from-#  fond  attachment  to  pne 
pf  his  numerous  fons,  no-more  deferving  than  the  reft, 
gives  the  chief  of  his  lands  to  him  ;  and  by  an  inftru- 
ment  fuffrciently  .witnefted,  ftrongly  expreffed  his 
mind  and  will. 

Suppofe  this  fen,  bpipg  landlord  to  his  brethren  and 
nephews,  demands  fuch  a  portion  of  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  as  may  fupply  him,  ,and  his  family  and  feme 
others,  and  that  thofe  others,  thus  fupplied  out  of  his 
ftore,  arp  employed  in  adorning  his  building,  with  curi¬ 
ous  engravings  and  paintings,  preparing  carriages  to 
ride  in,  veflcls  tor  his  houfe,  delicious  meats,  hue 
wrought  apparel  and  furniture,  .all  fuitiqg  that  diftinc- 
don  lately  arifen  between  fern  and  tfle  other  inhabi¬ 
tants;  and.  that  having  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  thefe  nu¬ 
merous  improvements,  his  power  fo  encreafeth,  that 
in  all  conferences  relative  to  the  public  affairs  of  the 
ifland,  thefe  plain,  hongft  ,men,  who  are  aealqus  for 
equitable  eftabliftimems,  find  great  difficulty  in  proceed- 
ing  agreeably  to  their  righteous  inclinations, 

Suppofe  he,  from  a  fondnefs  of  one  of  his  fons,  join¬ 
ed  with  a  defire  to  continue  this  grandeur  under  his 
own  name,  confirms  chief  of  his  pofteffions  to  him,  and 
thus,  for  many  ages  over  near  a  twentieth  part  of  this 
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ifland,  there  is  one  great  landlord,  and  the  reft,  poor 
oppreffed  people ;  to  fome  of  whom,  from  the  manner 
of  their  education,  joined  with  a  notion  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  predecefTbrs,labour  is  difagreeable  ;  who 
therefore,  by  artful  applications  to  the  weaknefe,  un* 
guardednefs  and  corruptions  of  others,  in  ftriving  to 
to  get  a  living  out  of  them,  encreafe  the  difficulties 
among  them,  while  the  inhabitants  of  other  parts,  who 
guard  again!!  opprellion,  and,  with  one  confent,  train 
up  their  children  in  frugality  and  ufeful  labour,  live 
more  harmonioufly.  If  we  trace  the  claims  of  the 
ninth  or  tenth  of  thefe  great  landlords,  down  to  the 
firft  pofleflor,  and  find  the  claim  fupported  throughout 
by  inftruments  ftrongly  drawn  and  witnelTcd  ;  after  all, 
we  could  not  admit  a  belief  into  our  hearts,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  fo  great  a  portion  of  land,  after  fuch  a  numer- 
qjus  increafe  of  inhabitants. 

The  firft  poffeiTor^  of  that  twentieth  part,  held  no 
more,  we  fuppofe,  than  an  equitable  portion,  but  when  - 
the  Lord,  who  firft  gave  thefe  twenty  men  polfeffion 
of  this  ifland,  unknown  to  all  others,  gave  being  to  nu¬ 
merous  people;  who  inhabited  the  twentieth  part, 
whofe  natures  required  the  fruits  thereof  for  their  fuf- 
tenance,  this  great  claimer  of  the  foil,  could  not  have 
a  right  to  the  whole,  to  difpofe  of  it  in  gratifying  his 
irregular  defires ;  but  they,  as  creatures  of  the  molt 
high  God,  pofleffor  of  Heaven  and  earth,  had  a  right  to 
part  of  what  this  great  claimer  held,  though  they  had  no 
inftruments  to  confirm  their  right :  Thus  oppreffion 
in  the  extreme,  appears  terrible;  but  oppreffion,  in 
more  refined  appearences,  remains  to  be  oppreffion, 
and  where  the  fmalleft  degree  of  it  is  cherifhed,  it 
grows  ftronger  and  more  extenfive. 

To  labour  for  a  perfect  redemption,  from  this  fpirit 
of  oppreffion,  is  the  great  bufinefs  of  the  whole  family 
of  Chrift  Jefus,  in  this  world. 
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